MINUTES.

Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund of the State of Florida,

The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund of the Bitate of Florida wet in (he Attoiney Gen-
eral’s office in the Capitol February 8, 1873, '

I'resent:  His Excellency, O. B, Hart, Governor.

C.. AL Cowgill, Comptroller,

Charles H. Foster, Treasurer,

W, Archer Cocke, Attorney Generval.

Hugh A. Corley, Comr. of Lands & Ime-
migration.

On metion, Charles H. Foster, Esq.. was chosen Treas-
urer of the Board, and Hugh A. Corley was appointed
Becretary of the Board and also Salesman.

Hon. T. W. Oshorn presented to the Board a proposi-
tion on behalf of the Great Southern Railway Company
to build their Read aceording to the specifications of the
Internal Improvement Act. and proposing to purchase
from the Board cerfain lands at certain  prices and
terms,

After discussion, the Board requested His Excellency,
Gov. Hart, to endeavor to obtain the opinion of the Su-
preme Court, as to the power of the Trustees to dispose
of the lands helonging to the Fund m the manner and on
the terms asked for in the proposition of gaid Great
Bduthern Railway Company.

On motion the Secretary was authovized o purchase
4 new Hecord Book.

The Doard then adjourned.

Attest

HUGH A. CORLEY.
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Tallahassee, Florida, February 25, 1873.

The LBoand met in the Executive office in the Capitol.

Present: His Excellency, 0. B, Hart, Governor.

; g . A, Cowgill, Comptroller.

Wm. Archer Cocke, Attorney General.

Charles I1. Foster, Treasurer.

Hugh A. Corley, Comr. Lds. & Immigra-
L fion.

The proceedings of February Sth were read and ap-
proved. _ ;

His Excellency laid before the Board a communica-
tion from Francis Vose, enclosing a letter from said Vose
in reference to the Sinking Fund of the Florida Railroad
now in New York, alleging that said Fund has been di-
minished, and suggesting that the Trustees give such
order as will procure such application of said Sinking
Fund as was ordered by the recent decree in the suit of
Vose vs. The Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund
and others, and a surrender of such bonds as were pur-
chased by Iloses Taylor; and also enclosing certain reso-
lutions which he recommended for consideration and
adoption.

Thc letter in reference to the Sinking Fund was read,
discussed and taken under advisement.

The Resolutions were read and considered and after
some changes and meodifications several of them were
adopted as follows:

Resolved, That hereafter copies be kept of all letters
relating to Lands or other matters written from the
Land Office, and that no letters or vouchers belonging to
the office be permitted to be destroyed, and that the
Salesman be authorized to purchase a Letter Press—

Adopted by the following vote:

Yeas—Gov. Hart, Messrs. Cowgill, Foster, Cocke &
Corley.—5.

Nay+—None.

Resolved, That, before the next monthly meeting of
t}‘c Board, the record books of the Comptroller and
Treasurer be compared, so as to ascertain definitely the
amount and numbers of the bonds issued by the different
Railroads which are now outstanding; and that a report

?‘f thpf sanm, o far as ean be ascertained be made by the
oranrollsr—
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. Resolved, That an approximate estimate be made of the
quantities of lands in each County belonging to the
Fund be reported to the next monthly meeting.

Resolved, That on and after the first day of Aplll next
the price of the Swamp and Overflowed Lands be reduced
1o seventy-five cents per acre— ;

Resolved. That on and after the first day of April
next the lands formerly conveyed to the New York and
Florida Lumber, Land and Improvement Company and
to . A. Studwell, reserved from sale by order of the
Board on the 21st day of June last, shall be restored to
market.

The Board then adjourned to meet again on tomorrow
at half past three o'clock, I'. M.

Attest

HUGH A. CORLEY,
secretary.

Tallahassee, Fla., February 26, 1873.

The Board met in the Executive office in the Capitol,

PI'resent: His Excellency, O. B. Hart, Governor.

C. A. Cowgill, (nm]ﬂru]lvr

Wm. Archer Cocke, Attorney Gmu:.ll

Hugh A. Corley, Cowr. of Lands & Im-
migration.

The minutes of vesterday’s proceedings were read and
approved.

After spending some time in discussing the proper
mode of obtaining possession of the Sinking Fund of the
Florida Railroad now in New York, and disposing of the
same by investment, the Board adjourned to meet again
on tomorrow at three o'clock P. M.

Attest:

HUGH A. CORLEY,
Recretary,
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Tallahassee ,Florida, February 27, 1873.
The Board met pursuant to adjournment. .
Present: His Excellency, O. B. Hart, Governor.
', A. Cowgill, Comptroller.
(‘harles H. Foster, Treasurer.
Wm. Arvcher Cocke, Attorney (eneral.
Hugh A. Corley, Commr. Landa & Im-
migration. 3
On motion, it was
.Ordered, That public nofice be given of the reduction
of the price of Swamp Launds. and the restoration to
market o’ the lands formerly conveyed to the N, Y., and
Florida, Immber Land and Improvement Company and
heretofore reserved from sale, by advertisement in the
Tallahassee Sentinel and Jacksonville Union, and that
S00 copies of the advertisement he stricken off to be dis-
tributed.
The Board adjourned nntil tomorroy 34 o'clock P. M.
Altest
HUGH A, CORLEY,
Secretary,

Tallahassee, Flovida. February 28, 1873,
The Board wmet pursnant to adjonrnment.
Present: . A, Cowgill, Comptroller.
Chas. H. Foster, Treasurer.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
[mmigration.
Mr. Fester was chosen Chaivman pro tem.
‘Ihe minutes of the proceedings of yesterdar were read
and approved.
Mr. Cowgill offered the following Resolution :
Resolved, That. for the purpose of increasing and pro-
moting sales and settlement of lands in  Florvida., Mr.
Gieorge H. Mercer he appointed an Agent of the Trus-
Tf‘l- His expenses for traveling and agents in New
York and other places, not to exceed one hundred del-
lars per month, shall be paid from the Internal Tm-
provement Fund ont of the proceeds of sales made by
him, and a commission to be allowed of ten per cent. upoil
the amount of sales negotiated through his agency,
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Upn the adoption of the Resolution, the vote was,
Yeas—Messrs. Cowgill, Foster and Corley.—3.
Nays—None.

So the Resolution was adopted.

Leonard Robbins having applied for the cancellation
of the entry of the NE 1 of SE } of Section 31, Township
21, South, Range 24, East upon the ground that said tract
was not the land he intended to apply for, on motion of
Mr. Corley, it was :

Ordered, That said entry be cancelled and that the
purchase money therefor be refunded

Mr. Cowgill offered the following Resolution :

Resolved, That upon conviction of any one for ires.
passing upon the Internal Improvement or Swamp Lands,
one fourth of the value of the lands trespassed upon be
given to the informant, provided he furnished the testi-
WONY Decessary 10 convict.

Which Resolution wias unanimously adopted.

The Board then adjcurned until to-morrow

Attest:

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, March 1, 1873.

The Board met in the Attorney General's office.

Present: (. A. Cowgill. Compiroller.

Charies H. Foster, Treasure, .

Win. Archer Cocke, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands %
Immigration.

After discussing for some time matters connected with
the investment of the Sinking Fund of the Flovida Rail-
road Company, the Board adjourned.

Attest:
HUGH A.-CORLEY,
Secretary.
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Tallahassee, Florida, March 4, 1873.

The Board met in the Attorney Generals olfice.

Present: Charles H. Foster, Treasurer.

Wm. Archer Cocke, Attorney General.
Dennis Eagan, Commissioner of Lands &
Imniigration.

Mr. Foster was chosen Temporary Chairman.

Mr. William H. Gleason appeared before the Board on
behalf of the Southern Inland Navigation and Improve-
ment Company, and requested an extension of time to
enable said Company to complete their work :

And thereupon Mr. Cocke offered the following Resolu-
1ions:

Resolved, That the time for the completion of the im-
provements to be made hy the Southern Inland Naviga-
tion and Tmprovement Company is hereby axtended until
the first day of January A. D. 1877: Provided, that the
improvement of the St. Johns River shall be perfected
from Lake Harney to Lake Washington, and the Canal
cut connecting Lake Washington with Indian River, so
ihat steamboats can run from Jacksonville to Jupiter In-
let, via Lake Washington and Indian River, on or before
May 1st, 1875.

Resolved 2nd. That this extension is granted npon the
assumption, prima facie, that the contracts andg agree-
ments heretofore entered into by the Trustees of the Inter-
nal Improvement Fund with said Company are legal and
regular. and not therehy acknowledging the validity there-
of nor binding themselves by any illegal action of the
former hoard. but expressly reserving all right to except
to all such contracis or azreements as though the above
resolution had not been adopted. 3

Upon the adoption of the Resolutions the vote was:

Yeas—Messrs, Foster. Cocke and 1

Nays—None,

So the Resolutions were adopted.

Mr. Hugh A. Corlev tendered his resignation as Sales-
man of the Board. which was aceepted,

Mr. Dennis Eagan was unanimously elected Salesman.

_The Board then adjourned,

Attest:

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

50 o
LA Zan.—o.
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Tallahassee, Florida, March 13, 1873,
The Board met at the office of the Commissioner of
Lands and Immigration. .
Present: C. H. Foster, Treasurer, President. pro tem.
» C. A. Cowgill. Comptroller.
- Dennis Eagan, Commr. of Lands & Tmmigra-
tion.

On motion, it was

Ordered. That . Eagan he requested fo act as Secre-
tary pro tem. in the absence of the Secrefary.

Hon. T. W. Oshorn appeared before the Board in hehalf
of the Great Southern Railway Company and presented a
proposition for the purchase of Bwamp lands by the said
Company. as follows:

“This instrument made and enfered info this - —
day of —————— A. ). 1873, by and between the Great
Southern Railway Company. a corporation dulyv crented
under an act of the Legislature of ihe State of Florida,
and to which nnder act of Congress, approved June 4,
1872. the right of way through the public lands was
granted, pariy of the first part, and the Trustess of the
Internal Tmprovement Fund of the said State of Plovidag
party of the second part:

“Witnesseth, That the said party of the ficst part, for
and in ronsideration of the sum of one dollar in hand ve-
ceived before the execution of this instrunent, and ihe
agreement of the said party of the second part, hereinaf-
ter contained. agrees, and is hereby firmly honnded nnto
the said party of the second part, as follows, vig:

“First: To construct a railroad under its charter from
a point at or near Kings Ferrv, on the 8t. Marvs River,
in said State of Florida, to Key West. Flovida, with the
branch anthorized in said Charter. within ten vears from
1he 4th day of June A. . 1872.

“Second: To construet said voad in conformity with
the specifications contained in the sixth Section of an act
of the Legislature of the said State of Florida entjitled
An act to Provide for and Encourage a Liberal System of
Internal Tmprovements in this Stafe, .qthu\ i J.mn.ln
fi. A. D. 1854, as follows, viz:

“1. The line of road for sixty feet frowm the centre
sghall be cleared of all the st.mdmg timber.



10

“2. The grading shall be for a single track 2<eept at
depots, turnouts and similar places, where it shall be
wider if required by the State Engineer, with a road-bed
iwenty feet in cuttings with diteches from two {o three
and a half in depth helow grade, with such widfls as the
State Engineer may divect, and eighteen feet wide on em-
bankments, at the grade line, with slopes of one and a
half feet base to one foot rise: and in all excavations and
embankments they shall be so constructed as to have 2
perfect deainage, and not permit any standing warer to
come within three feet of the lower side of the cross tie.

“3. All the eross-ties shall be delivered on the line of
the road, and be of heart yellow pine. eypress. white, vel-
low, post, live ¢ Spanish  oak, white or 1l eedar,
and not less than nine inches face, and eight inches  in
thickness, and shall be well and carefully bedded, and
laid within two and a half feet from centre to centre.

4. At all water-ways sufficient space shall be left for
the unobstructed passage of water; and at all points on
the line of the road where side-ditches can be eut that
will carry off the surfuce water they shall be constructed
by the Company under the dirvection of the State Bn-
fineer.

#5. In the erossing of all streams the bridge shall be
construeted according to plans approved by the State
Engineer; and over all streams that are navigated suit-
able draws shall be put in to admit the passage of boats
or yessels nsually navigating the same, to be decided Ly
ihe State Engineer,

“fi. The guage of the different railroads snall be uni-
formly five feet. and connected continunously, so that cars
or frains can pass on all the routes indicated without
changing freight, and it shall be the duty of the different
Railroad Companies to adopt a nuiform tarift' for trans-
portation of passengers and for hauling the freight in
the cars of another Company upon usual and equitable
terms and no discrimination shall be made by one Com-
pany against the freight or passengers of another com-
pany.

“T. The iron rail used shall weigh not less than fiftv
pounds per lineal yard and be of the hest quality of iron,
and well fastened to the crossties with the bhest quality
of spikex and plates,
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“8 The entire equipment shall be of the first class and
shall at all times be sufficient for the prompt transpor-
tation of all the passengers and freight ordinarily offer-
ing.
E9. The grade on no portion of the routes indicated by
this act shall exceed forty-five feet per mile, and no sin-
gle curve shall exceed three degrees of curvature, or be
adopted unless approved of by the State Engineer.

“Third. To pay to said party of the second part, and
in lawful money, for all lands that may under this agree-
ment be sold and conveyed to said party of the first part,
and at the price in this instrument named upon execu-
tion of the deeds.

“Fourth. To deposit with the Secretary of the said
party of the second part a map or plan showing the line
of said road within twelve months from the date of this
instrument.

“Fifth. The said party of the second part in good
faith, believing that the construction of the railroad
above named between the points named and in conform-
ity with the specifications contained in the sixth section
of said act, entitled An Act to Provide for and Enconrage
a Liberal System of Internal Tmprovements in this State,
cannot fail to aid in the settlement and cultivation, and
greatly increase the value of all the lands aloug the line
of said road; and in consideration of the snm of one dol-
lar received from the said party of the first part at and
before the, execution of this instrument and the agree-
ment above set forth! is hereby agreed and bounden unto
the said party of the first part, as follows, viz:

“Sixth. When ten miles of said railroad shall be con-
structed and in running order under the terms and speei-
fications of this agreement, of and from the lands then
vested in the said party of the second part, along or near-
est said ten miles to sell and to convey unto the said
party of the first part for and in consideration of the
gum of three thousand dollars ($3,000) lawful money
a number of sections of land equal to twenty sections
for each and every mile of said ten miles; and upon the
consideration of every additional ten miles of said road,
and at the same price, to sell and to convey unto said
party of the first part a like number of sections of land
along or nearest thereto, and then vested in the said
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party of the second part; Provided, however, that the
fact of the construction of each ten miles of the said road
in accordance with the terms and specifications in this
agreement set forth shall be established by the certificate
of the Governor of the said State of Florida, a vertifi-
cate of the engineer of the party of the first part and the
sworn statement of the President and Secretary of the
last named party.

“Seventh, The foregoing instrument is made subject
to a modification of the decree of the United States Cir-
cuit Court in the case o f Francis Vose complainant, and
Harrison Reed et al Trustees of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund of Florida,”

“Tn witness whereof this agreement is signed in dupli-
cate.”

On motion the Board adjourned to meet at the office
of the Attorney General at 4 o'clock P. M. tomorrow.

Attest:

D. BAGAN,
Secretary pro tem.

Tallahassee, Florida, March 15, 1873.

The Board met at the office of the Commissioner of
Lands and ITmmigration.

Present: C. H. Foster, Treasurer, President pro tem.

Wm. Archer Cocke, Attorney General,

C. A. Cowgill. Comptroller,

Dennis Bagan, Commr. of Lands & Immi-
gration.

The proposition of Hon. T. W. Osborn on behalf of the
Great Bouthern Railway Company to purchase certain
lands at certain prices was taken up aund discussed.

The Board then adjourned to meet again at 11 o'clock

1l P { o'clock
A. M. on Monday the 17th instant, %
Attest:
D. EAGAN,
Secretary pro tem.
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Tallahassee, Florida, March 17, 1873.

The Board met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: C. H. Foster, Treasurer, I'resident pro tem.

"~ Wm, Archer Cocke, Attoruey General,
C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller.
Dennis Eagan, Commr. of Lands & Immi-
gration.

The proposition of Mr. Osborn on behalf of the Great
Southern Railway Company for the purehase of certain
lands was discussed, and final action thereon was post-
poned until Wednesday, the 19th instant, to which day
the Board then adjourned. !

Attest:

D. EAGAN,
Becretary pro tem.

Tallahassee, Florida, March 19, 1873.

The Board met pursuant to adjournment,

Present: (. H. Foster, Treasurer, I'resident pra tem,

Wm. Archer Cocke, Attorney General,

C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller,

Dennis Eagan, Commr. of Lands & Immi-
gration.

The proposition of Mr. Oshorn on behalf of the Great
Southern Railway Company for the purchase of certain
lands was taken up for consideration.

: Mr. Cowgill moved to amend the proposition as fol-
OWS:

In the Sixth clause, strike out all hefore the word
“provided” and insert

“Sixth, when ten miles of said road shall be
conetructed and in running order under the ferms
and specifications of this agreement, of and from
the lands then vested in the said party of the second part,
from the even numbered Sections along or nearest the
-said ten miles, and on either Side, to sell and to convey
unto the said party of the first part, for and in consid-
eration of the sum of six thousand four hundred dollars
($6,400) lawful money, one hundred and twenty-eight
thousand (128,000) acres of land; and upon the con-
struction of each additional ten miles of said road, and
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at the same price, to sell and convey to the said party of
the first part, a like number of acres of land from the
even numbered sections along and nearest thereto, and
on either side, and then vested in the said party of the
second part”

Strike out the Seventh clause or paragraph.

Upon the adoption of the amendmnent the vote was;:

Yeas— Messrs. Foster, Cocke, Cowgill and Bagan.—d4.

Nays—Nane.

So the amendment was adopted.

Mr. Cowgill moved that the proposition as amended be
adopted.

Upon which motion the vote was:

Yeas—Miessrs, Foster, Cocke, Cowgill and Eagan—4.

Nays—None.

So the proposition as amended was adopted.

Mr. Cowgill moved that the Governor be requested to
cast his vote on the proposition of sale of certain lands
to the Gweat Southern Railway Company; and that he
be further reguested to sign the contract made and en-
tered into hetween this Board and the Great Southern
Railway Company for the sale of certain lands.

Which motion was unanimously agreed to,

On motion of Mr. Cowgill the Board adjourned to meet
again at 12 o’clock M. tomorrow for the purpose of sign-
ing the contract made this day with the Great Southern
Railway Company—

Attest:

D. BEAGAN,
Secretary pro tem.

Tallahassee, Flovida, Maveh 20, 1873,
The Board met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: . H. Foster, Treasurer, President pro tem.
Wm. Archer Cocke, Attorney General.
C. A. Cowgillt Comptroller,
Dennis Eagan, Commr. of Lands & Tinmi-
gration.
The following contract made and entered into between
the Trustees and the Great Southern Railway Company
was presented and signed, viz:
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This Instrument made and entered into this twentieth
day of March A. D .1873, by and between the Great Sounth-
ern Railway Company, a corporation duly created nnder
an act of the Legislature of the State of Florvida, and to
which, under act of Congress approved June 4, 1872, the
right of way through the public lands was granted, party
of the first part, and the Trustees of the Internal Im-
provement Fund of the said State of Florida, party of the
second part,

Witnesseth, That the said party of the first
part, for and in consideration of the sum of one dollar
in hand received Lefore the execution of this instrument,
and the agreement of the said party of the secomt part,
hereinafter contained, agrees, and iz  hereby firmly
bounden unto the said party of the second part, as fol-
lows, viz:

*“Firset. To construct a railroad wnder its charter from
a point at or near King's Ferry, on the St. Marys river
in said State of Florida, to Key West, Florida, with the
branch anthorized in said Charter. within ten years from
the fourth day of June A, D, 1872,

Second. To construet said road in conformity with the
specifications contained in the sixth section of an act of
the Legislature of the said State of Florida, entitled An
Act to Provide for and Encourage a  Liberal System of
Internal ITmprovements in this State, approved January
6, A. D. 1855. as follows, towit :

1. The line of road for sixty feet from the centre shall
be cleared of all the standing timber.

2. The grading shall be for a single track except at
depots, turn-outs and similar places, where it shall be
wider if required by the State Engineer, with a road-bed
twenty feet wide in cutftings, with difches from two to
three and a half feet in_depth below grade, with such
width as the State Engineer may divect, and eighteen
feet wide on embankments, at the grade line, with slopes
of one and a half feet base to one foot vise: and in all
excavations aml embankments they shall he so constructed
as to have a perfect drainage, and not permit any stand-
ing water to come within three feet of the lower side of
the c¢ross-tie.

3. All the cross-ties shall be delivered on the line of the
road, and be of heart yellow pine, cypress, white yellow
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post, live, or Spanish cak, white or red cedar, and not
less than nine feet long with not less than nine inches
face, aud eight inches in thickness, and shall be well and
carefully bedded, and laid within two and a half feet
from centre to centre,

4. At all water-ways sufficient space shall be left for
the unohstructed passage of water; and at all. points on
the line of the road where side ditches can be eut that
will carry off the surfacé water, they shall be constructed
by the Company under the direction of the State In-
gineer.

5. In the crossing of all streams the bridges shall be
construcied according to plans approved by the State
Engineer; and over all streams that arve navigated suit-
able draws shall be put in fo admit the passage of boats
or vessels nsually navigating the same, to be decided by
the State Engineer. i

6. The guage of the different railroads shall be uniform-
ily five feet, and connected continuously, so that cars or
trains of cars can pass on all the routes indicated without
changing freight. And it shall be the duly of the different
railroad companies to adopt a uniform tariff for trans-
portation of passengers and for hauling the freight in the
cars of another company upon usual and equitable terms;
and no discrimination shall be made by one company
against the freight or passengers of another company.

7. The iron rail used shall weigh not less than fifty
pounds per lineal yard, and be of the best quality of iron,
and well fastened to the cross-ties with the best quality
of spikes and plates,

8. The entire equipment shall be of the first class and
shall at all times be sufficient for the prompt transporta-
tion of all the passengers and freight ordinarily offering.

9. The grade on no portion of the routes indicated by
this act shall exceed forty-five feet per mile, and no sin-
gle curve sball exceed three degrees of curvature, or be
adopted unless approved of by the State Engineer.

Third, To pay to said party of the second party and in
lawful money, for all lands that may under this agree-
ment be sold and conveyed to said party of the first part,
and at the price in this instrument named upon execu-
tion of the deeds.
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. Fourth. To deposit with the Secretary of the said party

of the second part a map or plan showing the line of said
road within twelve months from the date of this instru-
ment.

Fifth. The said party of the second part, in good faith,
believing that the construction of the railroad above
named between the points named and in conformity with
the specifications contained in the sixth Section in said
act, entitled An Act to Provide for and Encourage a Lib-
eral System of Internal Improvements in this State, can-
not fail to aid in the settlement and cultivation, and
greatly increase the value of all the lands along the line
of said road, and in consideration of the sum of one dol-
lar received from the said party of the first part at and
before the execution of this instrument, and the agree-
ment above sct forth, is kereby agreed and bounden unto
the said party of the first part, as follows, viz:

Bixth, When ten miles of said road shall be construet-
ed and in running order under the terms and specifica-
tions of this ngreement of and from the lands then vested
in the said party of the second part from the evep-num-
bered Sections along or nearest the said ten miles and on
either side, to sell and convey unto the said party of the
first part for and in consideration of the sum of six
thousand four hundred ($6.400) dollars lawfnl money
one hundred and twenty-eight thousand (128.000) acres
of land, and upon the construction of each additional ten
miles of said road, and at the same price to sell and con-
vey to the said party of the first part a like number of
acres of land from the even-numbered sections along and
nearest thereto and on either side, and then vesied in the
said party of the second part; Provided, however, That
the fact of the construction of each ten miles of the said
road in accordance with the terms and specifications, in
this agreement set forth, shall be established by the certi-
ficate of the Governor of the said State of Florida, a cer-
tificate of the engineer of the party of the firs part, and
the sworn statement of the president and Secretury of the
last named party.

211



J 18

In witness whereof this agreement is signed in tripli-

cate.
In testimony wherenf said Trus-
tees have hereunto subseribed {heir
Seal of the names and affixed their seals, and
have caused an impression of the
Florida Land Office. seal of “The Florida Land Office”
to be made hereupon at the Capital,
in the City of Tallahassee, on t1his
ihe twentieth day of March A. T
eighteen hundred and seventy-three.
Governor. [L. 8.]
. A, COWGILL, Comptroller. i s]
CHAS. H. FOSTER, Treasurer. e
WM. ARCHER COCKE, Atty. General. [rL. s.]
1. EAGAN. Commissioner of Lands &
Tmmigration. [est]
The Great Southern Railway by— X
T. W. ORBORN, Attorney.

Mr. Foster offered the following Resolutions:

Resolved, That D. Eagan, Commissioner of Lands and
Tmmigration for the State of Florida, be and he is hereby
instructed to take immediate steps on behalf of the State
to settle all claims of the State with the Department of
the Interior of the United States arising under ihe sey-
eral acts of Congress donating Iands to the State, and to
receive on behalf of the State any warrants for lands or
moneys that may have accrued to the State under any or
each of said acts.

Resolved, That the Hon. T. W. Osborn he and he is
hereby appointed agent for the Trustees of the Internal
Improvenent Fund of the State of Florida. to act in con-
junction with the Hon. D. Eagan, Commissioner of Lands
and Tmmigration of the Stafe, to aid said Commissioner
in adjusting such claims of the State as may come before
them.

Which resolutions were nnanimously adopted.

The Board then adjourned until to-morrow morning 11
o’clock,

Attest:
D. EAGAN,
Secretary pro tem.
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Tallahassee, Florida., Mavch 25, 1873,

The Boeard met at the office of the Attorney Generval.

Present: C. H. Foster, Treasurer, President pro (em.

W Arveher Cocke, Atforney General,

C. AL Cowgill, Comptroller.

Diennis Eagan, Commr. of Lacds & TImini-
aration.

Mr. Cowgill offered the following resoiution, whbich
was unanimonsly adopted:

WaereAs, The Attorney General has fo attend the U. 8.
Court te be held in Jacksonville March —— 1o appear as
Attorney for the Board of Trustees, I. I. Fund, therefore,

Be it Resolved, That the said Wm. A. Cocke Attorney
for thig Board be allowed to draw upon the Treasurer of
the Board for fifty dollars for personal expenses to be in-
curred while attending the business of the Board.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest:
D. EAGAN,
Secretary pro tem.

Tallahassee, Florida, April 8 1873.

The Board met at the Attorney General's office.

Present: C. H. Foster, Treasurer, President pro tem.

Wm. Archer Cocke, Attorney General.

C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller.

Denis Eagan, Commissioner of Lands & Im-
migration.

Letters were received from Francis Vose, Esq., dated
March 7 and April 7, making inquiry respecting ihe em-
ployment of the Attorney General as counsel for the
Board and the retaining by him of associate counsel, and
also suggesting action to be taken by the Doard 1o bring
into market the Swamp Lands conveved to the Southern
Inland Navigation and Improvement Company and those
reserved from sale for the benefit of the Jacksonville and
8t. Augustine Railroad Company.

Mr. Cowgill offered the following resolution, which was
unanimously adopted:

Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to acknowl-
edge the receipt of Mr. Vose's communication and that he
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be informed that it is true that according to our hest judg
ment and discretion, we have employed the Attorney Gen-
eral as counsel of the Board, but he has refained no asso-
ciate counsel, and we will take into consideration his sug-
gestions in relation to the lands.

On motion, the Board adjourned until Wednesday the
16th inst. at 10 o'clock a. m.

Aftest:

HUGH A. CORLEY,
Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, April 15, 1873.
The Board met in the Atforney General’s office.
Present: (. H. Foster, Treasurer, President pro tem.
Wm. Archer Cocke, Attorney General.
C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller.
Dennis Tagan, Commissioner of Lands &
Immr.
The minutes of the 8th instant were read and approved.
Messrs., Williams and Swann, agents for the selection
of swamp and overflowed lands, appeared before the
Board and requested the conveyance of lands to them in
compensation for the services rendered by them uuder
their contract.
After some time spent in investigation and discussion
the Board adjourned until tomorrow morning 10 o'clock.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY,
Secretary.

Tallahassee, Fla., April 16, 1873.
The Board met in the Attorney General’s office.
Present: Charles H. Foster, Treasurer, President pro
tem.
Wm. Archer Cocke, Attorney General.
C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller.
Dennis Bagan, Commissioner of Lands & Im-
migration.
The minutes of yesterday were read and approved.
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The matters arising under the contract of Messrs. Wil
liams & Swann were taken up for cansideration, and after
some time gpent in the discussion thereof, the Ioard
took a recess until 4 o'clock, p. m.

4 o'¢lock p. m.ile Board met.

The further consideration of the matiers of Williams
and Swann was postponed until the next meeting.

The Secretany laid before the Board a letter on hehalf
of the Pensacola Republican requesiing payment for an
advertisement of the reduction of the price of Swamp
Lands. Said advertisement having been published in said
paper without instructions from the Doard or the Sales-
man, the Board declined to make payment therefor.

A proposition was received from William . Kendrick
and Julius C. Rockner offering to remove obstructions to
the Navigaiion of Caloosahatchie from its mouth {to
Fort Denand, in consideration of 200,000 acres of Swamp
Lands.

Which was read and referred {io a commitiee con-
sisting of Messrs. Eagan & Cowgill.

Application was made on behalf of the lheirs  of
Benjamin Marshall for the refunding of the pur-
chase money paid by said Marshall April 16,
1857, for the entry of Lot No. 4 of Reection 25,
Township 2, North. Range 28 West, said purchase money
amonnting to $48.12. 8Kaid Lot had heen entered at the
United States Land office by Sylvester R, Otis, but had
been selected as Swamp Land and approved as such.

Under the provisions of the act of Congress of Mareh 3,
1857, a patent was issued by the United States to (he said
Otis.

Ordered. That the entry by Benjamin Murshall of Lot
No. 4, Section 35, Township 2, North, Range 28, West,
40-10 acres. made April 16, 1857, be canceled, and that the
Treasurer of this Board be anthorized and instructed to
refund to the heirs of the said Marshall the amount of
forty-eight dollars and twelve cents, the purchase money
paid for said tract.

An application was received from Zachariah Seward
to be allowed to change an entry of Swamp Land made
by him March 13, 1866, to-wit, the W4 of 8W of Bection
21, Township 30. South Rang®, 22 East, and fo enfer
eighty acres of other lands in lien therecf, upon ihe



B

ground that he had made a mistake in Lis orviginal 2ppli-
cation and thereby entered a different tract from the one
he intended to apply for.

The Board refused to allow the change of entry.

A letter from J. C. Greeley. Receiver of the .J. P. & M.
R. R. addressed to the Comptroller, with reference to the
accounts of said Receiver, was read and placed on file.

The Secretary laid before the Board a receipt signed by
8. B. Conover, Treasurer of the Board, dated March 4,
1869, acknowledging the receipt from E. B. Duncan of
$50.78 for the purchase of the NI of SEL of Section 31,
Township 12, Routh, Range 28 East; of which entry there
is no record in the Salesman’s office.

Said receipl was referved to the Treasurer for investioa-
tion.

Davis 8. Walker, Isq., on behalf of W. . Rembert, pre-
sented to the Board and demanded the payment of {he
following bonds issued by the Commissionery of the St
Johns and Indian River Canal viz:

Bonds No. 1, 7, 21, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 38, 59, & 60, of
8500 each.

Bonds No. 3 & 4 of $100 each,

David 8. Walker, Fsq., presented the elaim of James
G. Speer for payment for services rendered the Nt. Johns
and Indian River Canal Commissioners in the selection
of their lands.

The Board adjonrned until to-morrew evening 1 o'clock.
Attest:

HUGH A. CORLIY,

Secrefary.

Tallahasses, Fla., April 17, i873.

The Board mef in the Attorney (Generai's office.
Present: Charles H. Foster, Treasurer, President pro

tem.

Wi, Archer Cocke, Altorney General.

Co AL Cowzill, Comptroller,

Dennis Eagan, Commissioner of Lands & Tm-

migration.

The minutes of yesterday were read and approved.
The Treasurer “reported verbally that the pavient by
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E. B. Dunean for the NE{ of SE] Rection 51, Township
12, South, Range 28, Fast, had been regularly erilered im
the accounts of 8. B. Conover as Treasurer of the Board.

The Board resumed the consideration of the matters re-
fating to the contract of Messrs. Williams and Swann for
gelecting Swamp lands.

Mr. Eagan offered the following Resolution :

Whereas, Messrs. Williams and Swann have selected
2.312, 512-81 acres of Swamp Lands for the State of Flor-
ida, and this Board has agreed to pay them two conts per
acre for such selections to be paid in cash less 20 per cent,
or in lands belonging to the Board at £1.00 per acre the
payment of said selections amounting to $46.250.26 and
they have already received the snm of $19.349.90 in lands
in deeds and certificates, leaving a balance of £26.900.36
due.

Resolved, That deeds be made to them for 16.900.36
from time to time as they may demand them, and that
the balance of 10.000 acres due them will be conveyed
whenever they furnish the mnecessary Tract-Books and
such further evidence as the Department may vequire to
secure patents to lands selected by them.

Upon the adoptien of the resolution the vole was:

Yeas—Messrs. Foster, Cocke, Cowgill and Eagan.- 4.

“g’ays—None.

So the Resolution was adopted.

The following communication was made by Messrs. Wil-
liams and Swann:

To the Trustees of the Internal ITmprovement Mund of the

Btate of Florida:

Gentlemen :

We hereby respectfully request that we he discharged
from our contract with vou for the further selection of
Swamp and Overflowed Lands, understanding such (o be
your desire. WILLTAMS AND SWANN.

The following resolution was unanimouzly adopted

Resolved, That the applieation of Messrs. Williams &
‘Swann to he discharged from the contract, for the further
gelection of swamp and m‘erﬂswec] lands be and the same
is herehy accepted.

The following proposition was made to the Board by
Marcellus A. Williams, Samuel A. Swann and Huogh AL
Corley :
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To the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement

Fund ‘of the State of Florida:

Gentlemen : —

The undersigned propose to your Board to examine and
locate all the lands, not already selected and located,
which inure to the State as Swamp and Overtlowed Lands
under the act of Congress approved September 28, 1850,
entitled “An act {to enable the 'State of Arkansas
and other States to reclaim the Bwamp and Overtlowed
Lands  within their = limits:?  To file with
the Surveyor General of Florida lists of such selections
sworn to in the manner prescribed hy the authorities of
the United States Government, or such evidence of ihe
character of such lands as may be required by the proper
officers in order to establish {he right of the State
thereto: and to file in the State Land office lists of such
selections and copies of the official plats of survey show-
ing the selections so made, and also Tract Books contain-
ing such selections, similar fo those heretofore furnished
by selecting agents, f

We farther propose to take the necessary measures to
obtain for the State, whatever may be due in money or
lands as reclamation for swamp lands sold by the United
Htates after September 28 1850, and to select for 1he
State such lands as may he asdertained to be due the
State as such reclamation. To take measures to procure
for the State the patents for swamp lands heretofore se-
lected but not patented on account of deficiency of testi-
mony or for other reasons. To procure the approval to
the State of the remaining lands due for the purpose of
Internal Tmprovement under the act of September 4,
1841, and select such other lands as are necessary to com-
plete the quantity of 500,000 acres m-ig-iuullf granted
under said act. And generally to perform all the labor in
the field, office and elsewlhere, necessary to secure a full
and complete adjustment of the claims of the State
against the United States arising under the grants made
im the acts of September 4, 1841, Reptember 28, 1850 and
other acts of Congress relating to Swamp and Internal
Improvement Lands,

We make the above proposition on the following terms,

to-wit :
-
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For all Lands selected by us and patented to the State,
we are to be paid as follows:
Either two cents per acre payiable in lands hereafter
to be patented; or
One and a half cents per acre, payable in any Swamp
Lands. ;
Nothing to be paid for services in procuring the con- #
firmation of former selections.
Very respectfully,
M. A. WILLIAMS,
SAML. A. SWANN,
HUGH A. CORLEY.
The Board adjourned until next Tuesday 10 o’clock A,
M.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY,
Secretary.

Tallahassee, Fla., April 22, 1873.
The Board met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Charles I1. Foster, Treasurer, President pro
tem.
Wm. Archer Cocke, Attorney General.
C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller.
Dennis Eagan, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.
The minutes of the 17ih instant were read and ap-
proved.
The following papers were laid before the Board, viz:
A communication from D. L. Yulee, I'resident of the
Southern Florida Railway, dated February 14, 1873, en-
closing a duplicate of a letter from him as such President
dated December 26, 1871, hy which said Company ac-
cepted the provisions of the Internal Improvement Act—
Baid letters are as follows, to-wit
Office of the Southern Florida Railway,
Fernandina, Feb. 14, 1873.
To the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of -
the State of Florida:
Dear Sirs:—
Finding that the communication made by this Com-
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pany to the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund
on the 26th Decr. 1871, was not to be found among the
files turned over to the present officers, so far as search
could be made while T was recently at Tallahassee, T
herewith enclose to yeu a duoplicate of the same, and
hereby renew and confirm the contents thereof. De so
good as to cause this letter with the enclosure to be placed
on file, and acknowledge the receipt. )
I am respectfully Yr. obt St.
D. L. YULEE, Pres. Sn. Fla. Ry.
(Duplicate).

Fernandina, Decr. 26, 1871.
To the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund,
namely: The Governor, the State Treasurer, Comptroller

of Public Accounts, Attorney General and Register of
State Lands.

Gentlemen: T beg leave to notify vou that the South-
ern Florida Railway Company has been incorporated un-
der the general law of the State for the purpose of con-
structing @ part of the lines provided for in
your ftfrust:; and that they propose to nroceed with
the construction of that part of the line lying between
Amelia Tsland on the Atlantic and the waters of Tampa
Bay, in South Florida, which lies between Waldo and
Ocala, and the constrnction afterwards also of the part
South thereof to Tampa, if not sooner built by gthers;
and that the Company will construct the same under the
provisions of the ac¢t entitled An Act to provide for and en
courage a liberal system of Internal Improvements in this
State, approved Janunary 6, 1855, of which act and all its
provisions the said Southern Florida Railway Company
make full acceptance, and hereby notify vou of the same.

I have the honor to be Yr Servt,
D. L. YULEE,
President Southern Florida Railway.

Ordered, That the foregoing communications be spread

upon the minutes and placed on the file and that the Sec-

retary notify Hon. D. k}'ulee of their receipt and the
action taken.

Also, the following order and receipt:



27

7 Jacksonville, Feb. 6, 1873.
To Gov. O. B. Hart:
Dear Sir:-—You will be kind enough to pay to (General
H. R. Jackson any amount in your hands paid you by D.
I.. Yulee on account of Rinking Fund of “Atlantic (iulf
and West India Transit Company” (formerly Florida
Railroad) and this will be a receipt to you for the same.
< Yours respectfnlly,
. A. DOGGETT, Receiver I. 1. F.
(Indorsed).
Tallahassee, Febr. 10th, 1873.
Received from Gov. 0. B. Hart an order signed by D.
L. Yulee V. P. and directed to James M. Baker, Sclicitor
of the T. 8. Circuit, for eleven hundred and foriy dollars
(%$1,140.00) which wlien paid will be in full of the within,
HENRY R. JACKSON.

Ordered, That the above order and endorsement be
spread upon the minutes and filed by the Treasurer of the
Board.

Also, a communication from D. L. Yulee, President of
the South Florida Railw ay Company dated Feh. 11, 1873,
requesting that the further sale of lands lying within six
miles of their line of Road be suspended until lists can
be prepared of the portion to which said Company is en-
titled. and that a statement be fornished of the Jands
within six miles of the road which have heen sold since
the 3rd of January, 1873. Ordered, That said comnmuni-
cation be referred to the Commissioner of Lands and
Immigration.

Also a communication from D. L. Yulee, Vice President
of the Atlantic and Gulf and West India Tronsit Com-
pany dated March 3, 1873, with regard to a proposed ‘n-
vestment of the Sinking Fund of the Florida Railroad
Company in the gunaranteed Bonds of said Company held
by Francis Vose; which was read and placed on file.

Mr. Cocke stated to the Board his intention o go to
Jacksonville this week for the purpose of attending to cer-
tain matters of litigation in which the Trustees are par-
ties; whereupon on motion of Mrgowgill, it was

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this Board pay to the
Attorney General fifty dollars on account of professional
services and personal traveling expenses.
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The proposition of Messrs. Williams, Swann & Cerley
for the selection of Swamp Lands was referred to the
Commissioner of Lands & Immigration.

The Board then adjourned.

‘Attest:

HUGH A. CORLEY,
Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, x{pril 30, 1873.

The Board met at the residence of * Attorney General
Cocke.

Present: Charles H. Foster, Treasurer, President pro

tem.
C. A, Cowgill, Comptroller.
Wm. Archer Cocke, Attornev General.
Dennis Eagan, Commissioner of Lands and
Tmmigration.

The Commissioner called the attention of the Toard to
the fact that he had received a letter from F. A. Dockray,
Egq., on behalf of the Jacksonville and 8i. Augustine
Railroad Company, demanding the withdrawal from
market of the land: embraced in a schedule filed by said
Company August 23, 1872, being selected by said Coni-
pany under their confract with the Trustees of March 8,
1872, te make up the deficiencies existing in the odd-num-
bered Sections within six miles of said Road: and the
Commissioper requesied the instructions of the Board
with reference thereto.

The following preamble and resolution were unani-
wously adopied:

Whereas. We believe that the contract made with the
Jacksonville and St. Augustine Railroad Company March
8, 1872, so far as it grants to said Company the Swamp
and Overflowed Lands in the odd-numbered Sections with-
in six miles of said Road and branches, and aunthorizes
said Company fo select other Jands to make up the quan-
tity of 640 acres for each odd-numbered Section not con-
taining that quantity of unsold swamp lands, is illegal
and invalid;

Therefore Resolved, Mhat the Commissioner of Tands
and Immigration be instructed not to withdraw from

‘.



market the lands embraced in the Schedule filed by said
Company August 23, 1872, such lands being a portion of
said grant; and that all the lands already granted and
withdrawn from market under said contrace shall be paid
for at the price fixed upon by said Company and {he
Trustees in said Contract.
The Board then adjourned.
Atfest: ‘
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secrefary.
3 =

Tallahassee, Florida, May 10, 1873.

The Board met at the residence of Attorney General
Cocke.

Present: C. A, Cowgill, Comptroller,

Wm. Archer Cocke, Attorney Geuvral.
Dennis Eagan, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

On motion Mr. Eagan was chosen President pro tem.

The minutes of April 30 were read and correcied.

An application was received from the Jacksonville and
St. Augustine Railroad Company for the purchase of
lands to aid in the construction of said Road. Whereupon
the following Resolutions were offered:

Wraereas, Application has been made to this Board by
the Jacksonville and Saint Angustine Railroad Compiny
for the purchase of lands to aid the construction of said
Railroad and its branches;

Axp WHEREAS, It has been made to appear satisfacto-
rily to this Board that the building of said line of rail-
road will result in reclaiming a large quantity of the pub-
lic lands held in trust by this Board, so that said Ilands
will thereby be rendered fit for cultivation, opened to
easy and direct communication and made highly desira-
ble for settlement;

Anp Waereas, To successfully accomplish the enter-
prise projected and authorized by the charter of the said
Railroad Company is an undertaking worthy of the lib-
eral support and encouragement of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund, so far as said enterprise is caleulated to aid
in accomplishing the purposes of the trust held hy this
Board, to-wit: the drainage of the Swamp and Overflowed

&
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TLands and to provide means for the actual settlement and
cultivation of all the lands held in trust for Infernal Im-
provements;

Anp Waereas, It is of the greatest importance to the
TFund that the lands held in Trust be so disposed of as
will inure most beneficially and speedily to the Internal
Iprovement Fund. It is therefore

fesolved, That all the odd and even-numbered Secfions
of the Bwamp and Overflowed Lands for * six miles in
width on each side of said Railroad, and all the odd and
even-numbered Sections of said lands not heretofore sold
or disposed of in Township Seven (7), Soggh, of Ranges
Twenty-seven (27), Twenty-eight (28) and Twenty-nine
(29) East, and in Township Eight (8), South, of Ranges
Twenty-seven (27), Twenty-eight (28) and Twenty-nine
(29) East and in Township Nine (9) South of Ranges
Twenty-seven (27) Twenty-eight (28) and Twenty-nine
(29) Eaet and in Township ten (10), South of TRanges
Twenty-seven (27) Twenly-eight (28) Twenty-nine (29)
and Thirty (30) East be and are lhereby sold
to the said Railroad Company for ninetysix dol-
lars ($96) per section of six hundred and forty (640)
acres: and the titles to said lands shall be transferred to,
and shall vest in said Company in fee simple, as follows:
On the completion of every five miles of road and on pay-
ment of one seventh of the total amount herein contracted
to be paid by said Railroad Company for the lands hereby
sold, then the title to one seventh of the whole quantity
of Iands sold fo said Company shall be transferred to and
vest in said Company; and so on for each and every five
miles of road completed; or the title 1o all of the lands
herehy sold shall vest in the said Railvoad Company on
payment of the total amount contracted to be paid for all
the lands with a guarantee which shall be satisfactory to
the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund,
of the buiiding of the road; and it is expressly nnderstood
as a condition of this contract that the said Jacksonville
and Saint Augustine Railroad Company assumes no in-
debtedness for which said lands are pledged or mortgaged
in law to the nnpaid creditors of the Infernal Tmiprove-
ment Fund, but that on the payment of the aforesaid sum
of ninety-six dollavs (§96) per section, as aforesaid, any
or all liens under which said lands now exist are fully




31

and completely discharged and removed.

Regolved, That the Commissioner of Lands and Tmmi-
gration do reserve from sale or entry all the lands herein
sold to the Jacksonville and Saint Augustine Railroad
Company whenever the said Company shall file in the of-
fice of said Commissioner a map indicating the route of
said road and its branches, or shall file an accurate de-
seription of said Route, indicating Townships, Ranges,
Sections and fractional parts of Rections through which
the line of said road shall be built.

Resolved further, That said railroad shall be com-
menced on or before January 1st, A. D. 1874, and com-
pleted Withil‘one year thereafter. Upon the question
of adopting said resolution the vote wus:

Yeas—Messrs. Eagan, Cocke and Cowgill (3).

Nays—None,

So the Resolutions were adopted.

On motion it was ordered, That the President and Sec-
retary notify F. A. Dockray of the adoption of said reso
lutions, and that the Board arve ready to execuie the con-
tract.

Mr. Eagan, to whom was referred the proposition of
Messrs. Williams, Swann and Corley for the Selection of
Swamp and Internal Improvement Lands, reported to
the Board an amended or modified proposition, and
recommended that it be accepted. Said proposition is as
follows: :

To the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement

Fund, of the State of Florida:

Gentlemen (—

We propose to your Board to examine and locate all
lands inuring to the State of Florida as Swamp and
overflowed Lands under the act of September 28, 1850,
and to select the Lands due the State for the purpose of
Internal Improvement under the Act of September 4,
1841. To file with the proper officers of the United
States lists of selections of Swamp Lands with such evi-
dence as may be necessary to establish the claim of the
State thereto; and to file in the State Land office lists
of all the lands selected either as Swamp Lands or In-
ternal Tmprovement Lands with Township plats showing
such selections, and also Tract Books similar to those
heretofore furnished by Selecting Agents.
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‘We further propose to assist the Commissioner of
Lands and Immigration in procuring a full settlement
of the claims of the State against the United
Btates for Swamp and Internal Improvement Lands, and
to furnish such evidence as may be necessary to enable
the Btate to obtain the lands or reclamation money that
may be due under the Act of Congress of March 2nd,
1855. For these services we ask to be paid as follows:

Two cents per acre for all Lands selected by us and
patented to the State, payable in lands hﬂafter to be
patented; or, one and a half cents per acr@for all lands
selected by us and patented to the State, payable in any
Bwamp Lands.

Very respectfully,
WILLIAMS, SWANN AND CORLEY,
Per HUGH A. CORLEY.

On motion said proposition was accepted, the payment
to be made at the rate of two cents per acre for all Lands
selected by Williams, Swann and Corley, and patented
to the State, payable in lands hereafter to be patented
and the Atforney General was requested to prepare a
contraet for execution.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest:

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, May 16, 1873.
The Board met in the office of the Attorney General.
Present: Charles H. Foster, Treasurer, President pro
tem.
C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller,
Wm. Archer Cocke, Attorney General.
Dennis Eagan, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.
The minutes of the proceedings of May 10th were read
and approved.
Mr. Eagan offered the following Resolution, which was
unanimously adopted:
Resolved, That C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller:of the State
of Florida and member of the Board of Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Fund of the State, be and he is
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hereby constituted tiie agent and Attorney of this Doard,
and directed to proceed to the city of New York, and
there to demand, collect and take into his possession all
moneys, bonds and funds belonging to or under the con-
trol of this Board and in the hands and possession of
any person or persons in said City of New York, and
especially to collect and receive from Moses Taylor, late
agent of the Board or from any Court or Receiver, the
money, funds or bonds in his or their possession belong-
ing to or subject to the control of this Board, or which
may be plzlcﬁ under the contrel of this Board, by the
adjudication any Court; and to accomplish this pur-
pose he is directed and empowered to take any measures
in his judgment mnecessary by the employment of or
change of counsel, or otherwise.

Mr. Hugh A. Corley tendered his resignation as Sec-
retary of the Board. 1o take effect after today, which was
accepted.

Mr. Eagan offered the following resolution, which was
adopted :

Resolved, That C. H. Foster, Treasurer of this Board,
be and he is hereby authorized to pay the incidental and
all other expenses necessary for the management and
sale of lands belonging to the Internal Improvement
Fund upon the same being audited by the Board.

On motion of Mr. Eagan it was— i

Ordered, That the Treasurer be required to give a bond
in the penal sum of ten thousand dollars for the faithful
discharge of his duties.

- Notice was given to the Board that Julius C. Rock-
ener, of Polk County, Florida, had purchased the interest
and shate of James D. Green in the Pease Creek Emi-
grant & Agricultural Company, and that Thomas Mad-
dox, of Cincinnati, Ohio, had purchased the interest and
share of Aaron Barnett in said Company; and Mr. C. A.
Cowgill presented a power of attorney executed by the
said Julius C. Rockener and Thomas Maddox -uthoriz-
ing him in their names to sign, seal and execute the bond
heretofore made by Frederick Filer and others for the
faithful performance of the contract made by said Com-
pany with the Trustees of the Internal Improvement

3 I
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Fund, in lieu of the gaid James D, Green and Aaron Bar-
nett.

Whereupon the following Resolution was adopted:

Resolved, That this Board will release James 1). Green
and Auron Burnett from the bond executed by them in
connection with other parties tor the faithful perform-
ance by the Pease Creek Emigrant and Agricultural
Company of their contract with the Trustees of the In-
ternal Improvement Fund, when said E&znd shall be
signed by or on behalf of Julius €, Rocké®er and Thomas
Maddox in place of the said Green and Barnett.

Mr. Cowgill thereupon signed and sealed said bond on
behalf of Julins €. Rockener and Thomas Maddox, and
filed with the Board the Power of Attorney authorizing
such signature, ;

Mr. Cowgill offered the following Resolution which
was adopted :

Resolved, That from and after the first of June the
salary of the Treasurer of this Board shall be five hun-
dred dollars per annum and the salary of the Seeretary
shall be two hundred and fifty dollars per annum, paya-
ble quarterly.

A petition was received from Messrs. Williams and
Swann for the cancellation of an entry made by them
September 12, 1871, and assigned by them to James A.
Macdonald (Jeohn A. Macdonald) for reasons set forth
in a communication hy them,

The consideration of said petition was postponed.

A communication was received from Benjamin O.
Grenad proposing to contract with the Trustees for the
removal of obstructions to the navigation to the With-
lachoochee River from its mouth to Lake Panasofkee;
which was read and placed on file.

The Board then adjourned,

Attest:

HUGH A. CORLEY,
Becretary.

The following is the contract made and entered into
with Messrs. Williams, Swann and Corley for the selee-
tion of State Lands in compliance with a resolution. of
May 10, 1873.



=

od

This Agreement made this eighteenth day of May eigh-
teen hundred and seventy-three. hetween the Trustees of
the Internal Improvement Fund of the State of Florida
of the one part, and Marcellus A, Williams, Samuel A
Swann, and Hugh A. Corley of the other part, Witnesseth
That the said Trustees do hereby contract with and em-
ploy the said Williams, Swann and Corley to examine,
select and locate for the State of Florida all the lands to
which said State is entitled under the provision of the
act of Congress approved September 28th, 1850, entitled
“An Act to enable the State of Arkansas and ofher
States, to reclaim the Swamp and Overflowed Lands
within their limits” and the act of Congress approved
September 4, 1841, entitled “An Act to appropriate rthe
proceeds of the sales of public lands. and to grant pre-
emption rights.” And the said Marcellus A, Williams.
Samuel A. Swann and Hugh A. Corley do covenant and
agree to use all due and proper diligence in securing for
the State the lands granted by the acts of Congress afore-
said, and that they will execute the duties contemplated
in said acts to be done on behalf of the Stafe, that they
will file in the office of the Survevor General of Florida
lists of all the swamp and overflowed lands selected by
them with such evidence of the character of said lands
and in such form as is now or may hereafter be pre-
scribed by the proper authority of the United States, and
that they will file in the State land office lists of all se-
lections made by them and copies of the official plats of
Survey of the Township embracing the swamp lands se-
lected, and tract hooks embracing and deseribing the
same. And the said Williams, Swann and Corley do fur-
ther promise and agree that they will furnish the evi-
dence necessary to establish the character of the lands
for which the State claims indemnity under the provis-
ions of the acts of Congress approved March 2nd. 1855, and
March 3rd, 1857, and will render their assistance to the
said Trustees and particularly to the Commissioner of
Lands and Immigration in procuring a complete adjust-
ment of all the claims of the SBtate arising under the
provisions of any of said acts of Cengress, and will aid
and assist and co-operate with said Commissioner in en-
deavoring to procure for the State all the lands or moneys

properly inuring to said State under =aid acts performing
‘
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such duties as may be required for the confirmation of
the title of the State to lands which have already beep
selected and locating such as have not heen heretofore
selected. And it is hereby stipulated and agreed that the
said Williams, Swann & Corley shall be allowed and en-
titled to receive is compensation for their services in the
premises, two cenis per acre for all the lands which they
shall select under this agreement and which shall be
patented to the State of Florida to be paid in Lands
hereafter to be patented to the State at the market price
thereof at the time of payment.

In witness whereof the said parties have signed and
sealed this contract in duplicate the day and year first
above mentioned.

(Signed) OSSIAN B. HART, Governor, [Seal.]
C. A. COWGYILL, Comptrolier, [Seal.]

CHAS. H. FOSTER, Treasurer, [Seal.]

W. A. COCKE, Afty. Genl [Seal.]

D. EAGAN, Com. L. & L [Seal.]

M. A. WILLIAMS. [Seal.]

SAML. A. SWANN, [Seal.]

. HGGH A. CORLEY. [Seal.]

Tallahassee, Florida, July 14, 1873.

The Board met at the office of the Attorney General.

Present: C. A, Cowgill, Comptroller.

Wm. A. Cocke, Atty. Genl.
D. Eagan, Commr. of Lands & Immr.

On motion of Mr, Cowgill, the Atty. General was
chosen President pro tem.

On motion of Mr. Cowgill, D. Eagan Commissioner of
Lands & Immigration was elected permanent Secretary
of the Board to date from June 1st, 1873.

The minutes of the proceedings of May 16th was read
and approved.

ljhe report of C. A, Cowgill Comptroller of his doings
while in New York City under resolution of May 16,
1573, was read and received, which is as follows:
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Tallahassee, Fla., July 14, 1873.
Gentlemen :

I have honor to report that in compliance with instrue-
tion from the Trustees T attempted when in New York
last month te obtain possession of the remnant of the
sum arising from the sale of the Fla. R. R, and placed
in the custody of Moses Taylor for the purehase of the
Florida R. R. Bonds. This money (a sum of $25,000) had
been taken from the possession of Moses Taylor and plac-
ed in the hauds of Mr. Coleman a receiver appomted by
Judge Bernard, to await the result of a suit brought by
Mr. Vose against Harrison Reed and others to compel 1he
application of this money to the payment of past due
coupons of the said Bonds.

Last month the court of appeals of New York decided
adversely to Mr. Vose, and I immediately attempted to
obtain the money from the receiver, the sum being now,
after the lawyers fee are paid about $16.000, and there
would have been no difficulty in accomplishing so desira-
ble a result had the receiver heen in New York : but he left
this country more than a year ago to aveid trial of suit
brought against him for corrupt practice as a member of
the Tweed Ring. Mr. Dickerson informs me that Cole-
man’s securities are good and that the money wili he  ob-
tained, althongh it may be neccssary fo sue upon his
bond. I transferred my power of Aty 1o Mr. Dickerson
who promised to take prompt measures to  collect the
money and tfransmit it to the Treasurer of the Internal
Improvement Fund.

I found that Mr. Dickerson had been acting as conneel
for the Trustees, his last act being to present a state-
ment of case before the N. Y. Court of Appeals, a copy of
which accompanies this letter.

Very respectfully,
@ A COWGILL,
Comptroller,
To Trustees Int, Tmp. Fund.

On motion of Mr. Cowgill —

The Secretary was instructed to notify Messrs. Am-
bler & Bridges. that the Trustees of the Int. Tmp. Fund
were informed that Mr. Dockary had withdrawn from
the J. & &t. A. R. R. Co, and that he would make
ho further effort to secure tle completion of said Road,
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and that unless they conld assure the Trustees that im-
mediate steps would be taken to secure the early com-
pletion of (he road that the grant of land made by the
Trustees to aid in building said road would he re-
scinded and the said lands will be placed in market sub-
ject to sale as other State lands, ‘

An application was received from Messrs. Henderson
& Henderson, Attys at Tampa on behalf of F, J. Wiley &
W. C. Aitken asking that Wiley & Aitken be allowed to
change an entry of swamp lands made by them Oct, 28,
1870, from Lot No. 2 Sec. 85, T. 80" S iR, 15 B to Lot
No. 2 Beection 35 T. 30 8., I}, 18 E. whiech land was in-
tended to be entered by them. The Board refused to
make the change for the reason that the records of the
State land office shows that Lot No. 2 Seetion 35, T, 30
8., R. 15 E. was the land applied for by Messrs. Wiley and
Aitken besides the change can not be made as Lot No. 2
Section 35, T. 30 8. R. 18 E. is not State but Govern-
ment land. The Secretary was instructed to so notify
the parties and to say that proper deeds would he made
to them for Lot No. 2 Rec. 35 T. 30 S. R. 15 E,

Mr. Eagan offered the following resolution:

Which was unanimously adopted.

Resolved, That from and after the 1st Sept. next the
price of Swamp and overflowed lands should be as fol
lows:

For Forty acres ene dollar per acre. For more than
forty and not exceeding eighty acres ninety cents per
acre. For more than eighty and not exceeding two hun-
dred acres eighty cents per acre. For more than two
hundred and not exceeding six hundred and forty acres
seventy-five cents per acre.

For more than six hundred and forty acres seventy
cents per acre.

But all entries of land at less than one dollar per acre,
shall not be in detached parcels but must be in compact
bodies, unless the entervening lands are other tlLan
swamp lands.

Provided, however, that any application now on file
may be entered at the present price of seventy-five cents
per acre at any time prior to the 1st day of September
next and provided further that any entry of any regular
sub-division of a section the price per acre shall be fixed

.
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upon the estimaie of six hundred and forty acres to the
section, without regard to any excess or deficiency of
acres,

On motion, it was ordered that the above resolution
be published in the Tallahassee Sentinel, Jacksonville
Union and Pensacola Express.

Mr. Eagan offered the following resolution:

Which was unanimously adopted.

Resolved. That M. A. Williams, 8. A. Swann and Hugh
A. Corley be and they are hereby appointed agents of the
Board for the sale of swamp lands and that as such
agents they will be allowed as compensation for their
serviees a commission of ten per cent. on the first ten
thousand dollars woggh of lands they may sell eight per
cent. on the next five thousand dollars worth; six per
cent on the next five thousand dollars and five per cent.
on the balance, but they shall not be allowed any commis-
sions on the sales of land in tracts of one hundred and
sixty acres or less.

The commissions above specified to be retained by them
when the entries are made and the said agents are hereby
authorized and requested to use their endeavors to protect
from trespass the lands belonging to the Internal Im-
provement Fund and to ascertain and report the names
of such persons as have or may hereafter trespass upon
said lands and the said agents are hereby authorized on
behalf of this Board in our name to prosecufe all such
persons either by procuring indictments or bringing civil
suits for the recovery of damages, as they may deem ad-
visable, and when any person shall have commiited such
trespass through inadvertance or mistake or when in any
case the interest of the Fund and public justice would
not be promoted by prosecuting the same before the
Courts, the said agents shall be and they are hereby al-
lowed to wompromise such trespass and receive the dam-
ages. Provided, however. that such trespass ers shall in all
cages be required to pay for the lands trespassed upon
at not less than one dollar per acre,

On motion of Mr. Cowgill it was

Ordered that the appointment of Geo, H. Mercer as
agent for the gale of State lands be and the same is here-
by revoked.

Mr. Cowgill offered the following resolution ;

Which was unanimously adopted. .
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Resolved, That D. Eagan Comr. of Lands & Immigra-
tion for the State of Florida be and he is hereby directed
to proceed to Washington and take all the necessary
steps on behalf of the State to settle all claims of the
State with the Department of the Interior of the United
States arvising under the several aects of Congress donat-
ing lands to the State and to receive for the State all
warrants Patents or monevs that may hayve accrued to
the SBtate under any of the acts of Congress.

Resolved, That Messrs. Williams, Swann and Corley
agents of the Board of Internal Improvement Fund for
the Selection of State lands be andgthey are hereby re-
quested to act in conjunetion with D. Eagan of Lands
& Tmmigration, and to aid said Commissioner in adjust-
ing such claims of the State as may come before them.

On motion of Mr. Cowgill it was ordered that the
Treasurer of this Board pay to D). Bagan Commissioner
of Lands & Immigration one hundred and thirty Dollars
for the purpose of defraying his expenses to Washington
& return.

The Petition of S. M. Gary asking that the purchase
money paid by him for the RE} of NW1 section 26 T. 15
8. R. 23 B, be refunded for the reason that said land is
improperly designated on the maps and Plats of the State
land office & by said misvepresentation on the Publie
maps he was lead to enter same, when upon actual sur-
vey it was found to other than the lands he santed
was referred fo Commissioner of Lands & Immigration
with a request that he investigate & report whether such
land is improperty designated on the maps.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest :

. EAGAN,
Secretary.

) Tallahassee, Fla., July 22, 1873.
A called meeting of the Trustees of the Int. Tmp. Fund
was held in the office of the State Treasurer.
Present: €. H. Foster, State Treasurer.
W. A. Cocke, Atty Genl.
C. A. Cowgill, Compiroller.
C. H. Foster Acting as chairman &
C. A, Cowgill as Secretary,
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Edward Houston Ly his Attorney D. 8. Walker, deliv-
ered to the Trustees one hundred and eight of the first
mortgage bonds of the Florida Atlantic and Gulf Cen-
tral R. Road Co., all said bonds being signed by {he
President of said Co., on Sept. 1, 1857, and all for one
thousand dollars each, all issued under the Act of Jany
6, 1855, & all certified by the Trustees of the Int. finp.
Fund of the State of Florida according o the provision
of said act & all having couponsg attached therein as here-
after described, eath coupon being for the sum of thirty-
five dollars, said bonds & coupons heing the same  which
were taken up by said Houston as special agent of the
Trustees with funds furnished to him hy them, the con-
pons now on said bonds being all that were on them af
the several and different dates & times when said honds
were purchased & taken up by said agent as reporied hy
him.

Whereupon it was ordered hy the Trustees that said
bonds & coupons be cancelled. And thereupon each of said
bonds & coupons was eancelled, in the presence of ihe
Trustees by punching sundry holes in each of =170 honds
& each of said cinpons with the ecancelling insivmnent
of the Trustees.

And it was further ordered that each of said honds &
each of said compens so eancelled be preserved by the
Treasurer of the Trustees to he burned or otherwise de-
stroyed as may hereafter be directed.

And it was further ordered that the Secrefary of the
Trustees furnish said Houston with a copy of these pro
ceedings.

29 of said bonds has each 60 coupons attached to it of
$35 each, the first of said coupons fell due March st
1863, said bonds are numbered as follows: 62, G3. 6L, 63,
66, 67, 68, 69,00 71, T2 78,74, 75, 16y TT, 78, 79; 80, 81,
B2, 83, B4, 238, 239, 240, 241, 393. 394.

2 of said bonds have each 59 coupons of £33 each at-
tached to it, the first of which fell due on Sept. 1, 1863,
said bonds are numbered as follows, 129 & 323.

43 of raid bonds have each 49 coupons attached to it of
$35 each. the first of which fell due on Sept. 1. 1868, said
bonds are numbered as follows, viz: 90, 96, 07, 92 (28,
130, 311, 312, 317, 318, 336, 337, 338, 397, 308, 507, 525,
526, 527, 528, 529, 530, 531, 532, 533, 534, 535, 536, 737,
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538, 5483, 544, 545, 546, 547, 548, 549, 550, 551, 552, 533,
534, 555.

1 of said bonds has 48 coupons attached to if, of $35
each, the first of which fell due March 1, 1869, =aid bond
iz numbered 100.

6 of said bonds have each 46 coupons attached to it, the
first of which fell due March 1, 1870, said bonds are num-
bered 109, 111, 151, 152, 173, 363.

5 of said honds have each 45 counpons attached to it of
$35 each, the first of which fell due Sept. 1, 1870, said
bonds are numbered 108, 110, 112, 113, 117.

T of said bonds have 45 coupons attached to each, the
first of which fell due Sept. 1, 1870, said bonds are num-
bered as follows: 54, 148, 149, 150, 51, 52, 53.

2 of said bonds have 43 coupons of $35 each attached
to each, the first of which fell due Sept. 1, 1871. The
numbers of =aid bonds are as follows: 222, 223,

1 of said bond has 41 coupons of $35 each attached fo it
the first of which fell due SBept. 1, 1872, the number of said
bend is 114,

10 of said bonds have 41 coupons of 33 each artached
to- each, the first of which fell due Sept. 1, 1871. Tha
number of said bonds are as follows, viz: 493, 494, 495,
496, 497, 498, 499, 500. 501, 510.

2 of said bonds have 43 coupons attached to each of $35
each, the first of which fell due Sept. 1, 1371. Said bonds
are numbered as follows: 55 &56.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest:
C. A. COWGILL, Comptroller,
Secretary pro tem.

Tallahassee, Fla., July 20th, 1873.

A called meeting of the Trustees was held in the office
of the Attorney General.

Present: C. H. Foster, Treasurer.

W. A. Cocke, Atty. Genl. &
C. A. Cowgill, Compt,

The Treasurer presented his hond as Treas. of the
Trustees for $10,000, signed by himself, W. R. Pettis, M.
L. Stearns & J. W. Gilbert, which was approved and or-
dered to be filed.
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The following accounts were presented, allowed & - or-
dered to be paid by the Treasurer:

U e n R AR b RO e e DI
. Eagan, for express charges. .. .c.oovneennnain. $ 250
8. L. Tibbetts, postage to May 10....... .. conntn 17 11
8. L. Tibbetts, postageon May 16................ 15 00
J. J. Yokum, binding book of patents............ 1 50
Jo Maldageal hoaok TorTIeAS . | . - < o esioes o 1 50

A communication from

Benj. 0. Grenad, John G. Chambers & .J. A. Lee,

Enclosing articles of incorporation to remove obstrue-
tions from the Withlacoochee river—consideration post-
poned. Also a letter from Williams, Swann & Corley ae-
cepting the agency for the sale of land.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest:
C. A. COWGILL,

Sacy. pro tem.

Tallahassee, Fla., Oct. 25th, 1873,
1 The Board met at the office of the Atiorney General,

Present: C. A, Cowgill, Comptrolier.

W. A. Cocke, Atty. Genl.
D. Eagan, Commr. L. & L.

On motion of Mr. Cowgill, Atiy. General Cucke was
chosen chairman pro tem.

The Secretary laid before the Boarfl a communication
of A. Doggett, Receiver, relative to the money now in the
hands of J. H. Coleman of N. Y., asking that the Board
order the said Coleman to turn over the monev held or
controlled by him and belonging to the Board to him as
receiver in compliance with the Decree of N. Y. Court.

Also a commumication of F. Vose joining Mr. Doggett
in asking for the order and statinx the impropriety of
continuing Mr. Dickerson as Attorney for the Doard in
New York.

The communications were read. discussed and further
consideration postponed until next meeting.

The pefition of 8. M. Gary alleging that a certain entry
of land made by him on the 10th of May, 1872, was im-
properly designated by the maps and by such misrepre-
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sentation the petitioner entered other lands ihan those
intended and asks that such entry be cancelled and the
purchase money refunded, was referred to the Comr. of
Lands & Tmmigration, who reported that the TLands in
question were properly designated on the plats and near
the lands applied for and recommended that the prayer
of the petition he denied.

Which was unanimously ordered by the Board.

The Comr. of Lands & Immigration reported on the com-
munication of . L. Yulee asking that ecertain Jands
along the line of the Florida Railroad running South from
Waldo be withdrawn from market. Recommends {hat
the lands not be withdrawn until the said Raileoad has
furnished the Trusiees with a list of the Lands claimed
by them which report together with letter of Mr. Yulce
was referred to the Atty. General.

On motion the Board adjourned until 4 p. m.

The Board met pursnant to adjournment.
Mr. Eagan presented the following accounts:

Postage for the Tand office; . i TR OF
C. H. Walton—printing blanks, &c........ceve s, 46 00
Express charges in Land office.....c..uaaiioun.. 2 05
E. V. €. Wofford eopying... avsn:noul s St a0
B L Wibibitie—Siationery St i e 13 25

Which were allowed and ordered to be paid by Treas-
arer.

After spending some time in discussing the different
suits now pending before the Courts in which the Board
is a party interested, and the best method looking to-
wards a final adjustment of same the Board adjonrned.

Tallahassee, Fla., November 1st, 1873.
The Board met in the office of the Attorney Genl. when
were present—
C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller,
Wm. A. Cocke, Attorney General.
Chas. H. Foster, Treasurer.
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Mr. Cocke acted as President and Mr. Cowgill as Sec-
retary pro tem.

Mr. Cocke presented the Bill for $30, of J. C. Town-
send clerk of U. S. Court, for copying a Bill of complaint
of E. C. Anderson and othcis Complainants vs, O, B.
Hart and others Defendants.

SBaid copy of bill was for the use of the Attorney of the
Trustees and was ordered to be paid.

Upon motion of Mr. Cowgill it was ordered,

That $50 be paid to Mr. Cocke, Atty-Genl. to defray
his expenses of a visit to Jacksonville upon business of
the Trustees in the complaint of Anderson & others
against the Trustees.

C. A. COWGILL, Secretary pro tem.

Tallahassee, Fla., November 21st, 1873.
The Board met in the office of the Atty. Genl. when
were present:
C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller,
W. A. Cocke, Atty. Genl.
D. Eagan, Comr. of Lands & Immigration.
The following proposition of Myron L. Mickles was
read and accepted.
To the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of
the State of Florida—
Gentlemen
I respectfully propose to your honorable board that
you withdraw from sale to other person or persons all
the Internal Improvement land in Township 18 South of
Range Thirty East consisting of six thousand nine hun-
dred and forty nine & 50-100 (6949 50-100) acres, for the
period of six months from the date hereof; and that I
may be permitted to purchase all or a part of the same
in such parcels as I may desire at the rate and price of
$1.25 per acre in current money of the United States.
Provided that within sixty days from the date hereof
I shall purchase at least five hundred acres of the said
tracts of land and pay for the same & in case of my fail-
ure to make such purchase and payment the withdrawal
of said lands shall cease.
) Very respectfully yours,
(Signed) MYRON L. MICKLES.
Tallahassee, Fla., Nov, 21st, 1873,
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Mr. Moses J. Taylor's request that his entry of the El
of NW1 Sec. 36 T. 19 8. R. 29, E. be cancellesl on the
ground that the land had been sold and that he be allowed
to use the money paid for the same ($100) in payment
for other land, was read and allowed.

Mr. Cowgill offered the following Resolution which was
adopted.

Whereas on the 16th of May A. D. 1873, a Resolution
of the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund au-
thorized & directed C. A. Cowgill Comptroller, to proceed
to the City of New York & to demand, collect and receive
& take into his possession all moneys, honds & funds be-
longing io the Board & in pursuance of said resolution
the said . A. Cowgill while in New York transferred the
said power to E. N, Dickerson with the direction that
the said Dickerson shonld. as the Attorney for the Board
institute the necessary proceedings to obtain said money
from one Coleman, Receiver who has some $17.000—in

the Board, and said money not having been obtained by
said Dickerson: now therefore

Be it Resolved that an order be given to Aristides
Doggett, Receiver appointed by the Hon. W. B. Woods
Judge of the 1. 8. Circuit Court for the 5th judicial cir-
cuit, in the case of Vose against the Trustees to receive
the funds belonging to the Trustees now in the posses-
sion of the said Coleman and the said Aristides Doggett
as Receiver, shall receipt to the Treasurer of the Trus-
tees for the sum received and apply said money as is
ordered by the decree of the said Judge Woods, °

Resolved, That a copy of this preamble and resolution
be sent to E. N. Dickinson & that said E. N. Dickinson
is hereby instructed to aid the said A. Doggett, Receiver,
in obtaining the said money.

The bill of Dyke & Son of $12, for printing was pre-
sented and ordered paid.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest:

D. EAGAN,

Secretary.
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Tallahassee, Fla., November 29, 1873.

The Beard met in the office of the Attorney General
when were present.

Chas. H. Foster, Treasurer.
‘\\' A. Cocke, Attorney General.
A. Cowgill, Comptroller,

The fo]]omug Re&olutwu was unanimously adopted,
viz.

Resolved, That the Trustees allow W. A. Cocke, At-
torney for the Trustees one hundred dollars as expenses
incurred while in attendance upon the U, 8. Circuit Court
at Jacksonville in the case of Vose vs. Trustees, to he
held in December,

The Board then adjourned.

Attest:

€. A. Cowgill,
Secretary.

Tallahassee, Fla., December 10th, 1873.
The Board met in the office.of Attorney General Cocke
when were present.
C. H. Foster, Treas.
W. A. Cocke, Atty. Genl.
C. A, Cowgill, Comptroller.
And Dennis Eagan, Comr. of Lands & Im-
migration.
Upon motion 1;1 Foster was elected President pro tem.
It was moved and seconded that the decree recently
made by the Hon. W. B. Woods Judge of the United
States for the 5th Judicial Circuit be spread upon the
Record.
Upon motion said decree was read,
The following communieation from’ Messrs, Williams,
Swann and Corler was then read—viz.
Tallahassee, Florida, Deec. 9th, 18
To the Honorable Board of Trustees of the Interna] Im
provement Fund of the State of Florida—
Gentlemen —
By a decree recently made in the U. 8. Circuit Court
in the case of Francis Vose, et al., vs. The Trustees of the
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Internal Improvement Fund et al. a copy of which you
Internal Improvement Fund at al. a copy of which you
have in your possession, it appears that we, the agents
of your Board for the sale of Lands are given further
power and authority than was delegated to us by your-
selves, particularly in being vested with discretionary
power respecting the price of lands, and being
held responsible for our -aets directly to the
Court as well as the Trustees. As the agents of your
Board we are anxious so to discharge the duties im-
‘posed on us by your appointment and by the order of
said Conrt as to secure your approval and advance the
interests of the State and of the Internal Tmprovement
Fund; and we request that you will, by some official ac-
tion, designate to us the course necessary to pursiue in
order to accomplish that object. By reference to said
decree you will see that you have the right to arrest our
proceedings if in your opinion our act will jeopardize
the interest of the State, but such proeeeding on your
part would not necessarily invalidate the acts com-
plained of. Hence you will perceive that it is important
to us and to you that some expression of your views
should be made with regard to the policy which should
regulate us in the exercise of our discretionary powers.
To us, that we may not unwittingly offend—to you, lest
the Board be bound by acts which the Trustees dizap-
prove.

We especially desire to know the limits to which in
your opinion, the price of lands may be reduced below
the present fixed rates, either generally or in special
cases without injury to the interests of the State. Also
whether it is convenient or desirable that the monies re-
ceived by us for lands be transmitted to you immediately
upon the making of each sale, or whether the payments
shall be made at stated periods, say monthly.

On account of the great scarcity of money at the pres-
ent time, we respectfully submit to your Board the con-
sideration of the propriety of selling lands for agricul-
tural purposes, giving eredit for a portion of the purchase
money, say one third cash, and the remainder in install-
ments of 9 and 1S months with interests on deferred
Payments. In sales of lands in tracts of 10,000 acres or
upwards, the same advantage might be given without
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risk to the fund even when the land is entered for the
timber.

On these points, and in respect to all matters con-
nected with our duties, we will gladly receive all such
suggestions as you think proper to make, earnestly hop-
ing and sinterely believing that we can by co-operation
with you, benefit all parties interested aud relieve the
fund of a gre'lt portion of its indebtedness,

Very respectfully,

- (Signed)  WILLIAMS, SWANN & CORLEY,

And thereupon Mr. Cocke offered the following resolu-
tions.

Resolved 1st. That nnder the decree made by the Hon.
W. B. Woods Judge of the 5th Circuit of the U. 8. Cir-
cuit Court, by which Williams, Swann & Corley are ap-
pointed agents for the Trustees of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund of the State of Florida, the said agents con-
sent to be governed by a scale of prices to be adopted by
the Trustees unless in special instances, and then they
agree first to consult the Trustees,

Resolved 2nd, That they agree to sell lands embraced
in said agency upon such deferred payments as may be
agreed upon by the Trusiees; and that the said agents
are to pay over monthly to the Treasurer of the Trustees
all sums in their hands accruing from the sale of lands
under the control of the said Trustees, and that a con-
tract be reduced to writing and signed by the Presiding
officer of the meetmg of the Trustees, and \\1luamn
Swann & Corley in carrying out the intents of these reso-
lutions. Upon the adoption of the resolutions the vote
was:

Nays—Messrs. Foster, Cowgill and Eagan.

Yeas—Mr. Cocke.

So the Resolutions were not adopted.

After further discussion the Board adjourned.

‘Attest:
D. EAGAN,
Secretary.
411
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The following is a copy of the decree above mentioned.
Francis Vose et al
Vi,
The Trustees of the ITnternal Improvement Fund et al.

This cause having been called in its regular order for
hearing, the said complainant being represented by his
solicitors of Record and the said Defendants by Attor-
ney General Wm. A, Cocke by consent of the said parties,
through their solicitors—

It is ordered adjudged and decreed.

(1) That for the purpose of producing from the lands
of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State of Flor-
ida the gmount of money necessary to pay the indebted-
ness established by the former Decree of this Court in
said cause as having a lien upon the same, under the
provisions of the Act of January 6th, 1855, known as the
Internal Tmprovement Aet, Marvcellus A, Williams, Sam-
uel A, Bwann and Hugh A. Corley heretofore approved
by the said The Trustees of the Internal Tmprovement
Fund of the State of Florida, to be their agents for the
sale of the lands be authorized and empowered to sell
the same in such amounts and at such prices as will in
the exercise of their discretion most rapidly procure the
requisite means to discharge the said indebtedness and
free the said landed fund from the said lien—always re-
sponsible for all of their acts in the exercise of this dis-
cretionary power, not simply to the said Trustees but
directly and at all times to thiz Court itself under this
decree; to be enjoined at any time by its order, to be
liable to immediate (punishment for) contempt if they
or either of them shall violate such order, or anywise
pervert or prostitute the trust thus reposed in them to
any other end than the one contemplated by this decree;
that end being not simply the enforcement of said decree
to the legitimate payment of said indebtedness, but also
the protection of the said landed fund for the henefit of
the Stafe of Florida and all persons who may be ulti-
mately interested therein—

(2) It is therefore ordered adjudged and decreed that
the said agents shall pay over to the said the Trustees
the money that may he received by them from the sales
of said lands as they shall he made reporting simultan-
eously with such payments to Arvistides Doggett, Esq,
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the full and precise amount of the same, with a detailed
statement of the lands which may have been sold to pro-
duce the said monevs: And it shall be ther eupon the duty
of the said Trustees to turn over the said moneys to the
said Arvistides Doggett, Esq.. Receiver, monthly with a
monthly statement of account as directed by the pre-
vious decree of this eourt. And it shall be the duty of the
said Aristides Doggett, 1sq., to submit monthly to the
said Trustees a statement of the said detailed reports of
sales as they shall be made to him, for the examination
of the said Trustees whose right and duty it shall be to
arrest the proceedings of said agents, if in their judg-
ment they the said agents, are so exercizing the powers
invested in them by this decree as to jeopardize or in any
wise sacrifice the interests of the State of Florida in the
said Fund. And it shall be the duty of the said Receiver
immediately upon such action by said Trustees to pro-
ceed in his charvacter of Master and Examiner under pre-
vious decrees of this court to take testimony touching the
issue so formed and to report the same, with his conclu-
sions thereon, fo either Judge of this Court instanter
whether in term time or in vacation. that such action may
be taken either to overrule such action of said Trustees
or to confirm the sawe, and inflict such penalty upon
the said Agents as may be deemed just and proper, who
to that end are to be regarded in their discharge of the
trust created in them by this decree, as the oflicers of
this court.

(3) That it b«li be the right of each and all persons
who have made themselves parties to this cause, to lodee
complaints with ‘he said Master and Receiver against
the said Agents in the form of a petition veritied by af-
fidavit and there :apon it shall become the duty of the said
Master after giving proper notice fo the said Agents, to
take tvshmonv upon issue formed in said petition report-
ing instanter the same with his conclusions thcreon to
any Judge of this Conrt whether in term time, or vaca-
110n, that action may be taken thercon as provided by the
second clause of this decree.

(4.) That should it become necessary for this Court by
«cither of its Judges, whether in term time or vac ation, to
digcharge the said Agents, it shall be competent for th:q
Court by either of ltb Judges to appoint another Agent or
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other Agents, to carry out the provisions of this decree,
and that such appointment shall be made at any time
whether during a term of Court or in vacation upon sug-
gestion of the Trustees and upon such netice as the said
Chancellor may see proper to give to the parties to this
suit if it be held necessary by him to give such nofice.

(5.) That it shall be the dufy of the said Agents to
bring to the notice of the said Master all acts of encroach-
ment or trespass upon the lands belonging to said Trust
Fund by whomsoever committed ; that it shall be the duty
of said Master to proceed to take testimony in regard to
such alleged encroachments or trespass after proper no-
tice given to the person or persons charged with 1be
same, and to report his conclusions on said testimouny
with the testimony itself to this Court instanter that
either Judge thereof, whether in term time or vacation,
may take such action in the premises as may be meet and
proper.

(6.) That all legitimate expenditures incurred by ihe
said Agents in the discharge of their Trust together with
a reasonable compensation for the services so rendered
by themselves, shall be deducted from the said moneys so
to be realized from the sales of the =aid lands before the
same shal]l be paid over to the said the Trustees as also
shall legitimate expenditures be retained by the said the
Trustees before turning over the same to the said, the Re-
ceiver. But all such charges shall be made to appear with
the returns made by said Trustees to said Receiver and in
distinctness in the monthly Reports of said Receiver
shall be subject to exception by any party in inferest and
ghall be in all cases subject to the final approval of {he
Court. W. B. WOODS, Judge.

Tallahassee, Fla., December 12th, 1873,

The Board met in the office of the Commissioner of
Lands and Immigration when were present:

Chas. H. Foster, Treasurer.

C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller.

Dennis Eagan, Commissioner of Tands &
Immigration.
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Mr. Eagan offered the following resolution which was
unanimously adopted:

Whereas, The Decree made against the Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Fund of the State of Tlorida, in
the T, 8. Cirenit Court for the 5th Judicial Circnit held
at Jacksenville on the 4th day of December 1873, purport-
ing to be a Consent Decree and rvetaining the Receiver in
the case of Vose against the Trustees, and appointing
Messrs., Williams., Swann & Corlev Agents of the Conrt
to gell the Lands of the State at rates and terms to be
fixed by them. ignoring the right of the Trustees to admin-
ister the Fund and placing the management of the same
entirely ont of the hands of the Trustees and in ihe
hands and control of said Agents and other officers of the
Court; 1

And Whereas, the said Decree was made without the
knowledge or consent of any of the Trustees excepling
the member who was acting as Attorney for the Trusrees;

And Whereas, The said Decree is entirely different
from the well known wishes of the Trustees, and contrarcy
to what they had reason to expect fram varions consnlfa-
tions with their Attorney. and it appearing to vs that the
consent of our Attorney to said De:ree adwits the trath
of all the allegations in the original Bill of Complaint. as
far as we are concerned, which we do not and never in-
tended to admit;

And Whereas, The said Decree mskes the management
of the sale of lands cumbersome and expensive and beliey-
ing it will be for the best interest of the fund (o have all
restrictions concerning the manazenent and sule of lands
that are now imposed upon the Trustees reinoved: there-
fore;

Resolved, That the Attorney of the Trustees he directed
to institute immediately the necessary proceedings to re-
open the case in order that we may be heard by the Court,
and that this as well as the former decree may be an-
nulled .

Me. Cowgill moved “that a copy of the Resolution he
sent to Messrs. Willaims, Swann & Corley. and also a
copy to the Attoruey of the Trustees—which was unani-
mously adopted.

Mr. Cowgill then offered the following resolution which
was unanimously adopted:
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Resolved, That two hundred dollars be allowed Hon.
W. A. Cocke for counsel ag Attorney for the Trustees for
services rendered to this date.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest:
D. EAGAN,
Secretary.

Tallahassee, Fla., Dec. 20th, 1873,

The Board met in the office of the Commissioner of
Lands and Tmmigration.

I’'resent: = €. H. Foster. Treasurer, Pres. pro tem.

C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller.
D. Eagan, Comr. Lands & ITmmgr.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap-
proved.

Mr. Cowgill offered the following Resolutions. swhich
were nnanimously adopted viz:—

Resolved, That the Secretary be anthorized and re-
quired to employ R. B. Hilton. Esq., or some other suifa-
ble Lawyer as counsel for this Toard in the case of
TFrancis Vose et. al. vs, Harrison Reed Trustees et. al
with a special reference to the setting aside the recent de-
cree granted by Judge Woods in said case as  well as
former deeree restraining this Board from the manage-
ment of the Fund &e.

Mr. Cowgill also offered the f'n]lm\ ing resolation, which
Wi undmmmml_\ adopted viz:

Resolved, That the Land provisionally granted to the
Jacksonville and St. Augustine Railroad Company to aid
in the construction of said road and which have besn
withhield from market be and the same are hereby restored
to market and offered for sale and the lands undéffaken
te be conveyed or contrageted to be sfnveyed fo the South-
ern Inland and Navigation and Tmprovement Company
are also restored to market and offered for sale. The said
lands having been restored by virtue of a decree ¢f tha
U. 8. Civenit Court for the Northern Dist. of Florida.

Mr. dgan presented the following accounts whicl were
allowed and erdered to be paid:
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Attest:
D. EAGAN,
Secretary.

Tallahassee, Fla., Jany. 6, 1874.

The Trustees met at the office of the Comr. of Lands
& Immigration. -
Present: C. H. Foster, Treasurer, Pres. pro tem.
C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller,
W. A, Cocke, Atty. Genl.
D. Eagan, Comr. L. & 1.
Mr. Hagan offered the following resolution, which was
unanimously adopted, viz:

Resolved, That H. Bishee, Jr., be and he is hereby ap-
pointed Attorney for the Trustees vice Hon. W. A. Cocke
resigned as such Attorney,

Whereas a communication was received from Messrs.
Williams & Swann requesting the cancellation of entry
No. 7073, made Sept. 1871" for 1072 acres the said entry
being made on their account in favor of Mary A. McDon-
ald, and whereas the said Mary A. McDonald also re-
quests the cancellation of said entry—

Be it Resolved, That the same he gnd is hereby can-
eelled and that the lands revert back to the Fund to be
sold, and that credit is hereby given to Williams &
Swamn on their acconnt for said amount of lands,

Attest:

D. EAGAN,
Secretary.
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Tallahassee, Fla., Jany. 14, 1874.

The Trusteas met at the office of the Treasurer,

Present: . H. Foster, Treasurer.

C. A, Cowgill, Comptroller.
I). Eagan. Comr.

On motion of Mr. Cowgill the Secretary was instructed
to request the late Afty. of the Trustees to turn over to
him the copy of the bill of complaint in the case of Ander-
son vs. the Trustees, the Trustees having paid for said
copy to be used in the case by their Attorney.

On motion of Mr. Eagan

The Treasurer was ordered to pay for the postage &
stationery neccessary for the use of the Salesman on reg-
ular hills te be certified to by the Salesman.

Attest:

. EAGAN,
Secretary.

Tallahassee, Jany. 19, 1874,

The Trustees met in the room of the Governor.

Present: His Excellency, O. B. Hart, Govr.

C. A. Cowgill, Compt.
(. H. Foster, Treasurer.
). Bagan, Comr, ete.

Mr. Tagan offered the following resolution which was
unanimously adopted, viz.:

Resolyved, That the resolution of July 14, 1873, appoint-
ing Messrs. Williaans, Swanm & Corley asents for the
sale of Swamp and Internal Improvement lands he and
the same is hereby rescinded, and the agency under the
said resolution is hereby discontinued.

Mr. Cowgill offered the following resolution which was
unanimously adopted, viz. :

Resolved, That the Treasurer of this Board be and he
is herehy ordered to pay to H. Bishee, Jr., as attorney
of the Trustees the sum of one thousand dollars, a por-
tion of said sum to be paid out by the said Attorney in
defraying the necessary expenses of the Court in the
cases mow pending against the Trustees rendering a
bill of such expenses to the Trustees, the balance to be
used in payment of fees as attorney of the Trustees,
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The salesman called the attention of the Trustees to a
communication recd. from Messrs. Williams, Swann and
Corley stating that they consider the Swamp & Internal
Improvement Lands of the State under their exclusive
control and management to be sold by them for the pur-
poses stated in the Consent Decree recently made by
Judge Woods and that as officers of the court under the
said Decree they were alone authorized and empowered
to make deeds for lands sold and requesting that the
Trustees desist from making further sales.

The Treasurer also presented a communijcation from
Messrs. Williams, Swann & Corley agents—remitting
$194, in payment of lands sold by them they retaiming
commissions & his answer acknowledging the receipt of
the money and stating that the amount remitted was not
enough to purchase the lands asked for and that the
same was held subject to their order. ITe also presented
a eommunication from A. Doggett, Esq., demanding the
money held by him and remitted by Williams, Swann &
Corley, After some discussion on the various letters, the
matter was taken under advisement and the Board ad-
journed to meet tomorrow.

Jannary 20th, 1874,

The Board met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: €, H, Foster, Treasurer.

C. A, Cowgill, Comptroller,

D. Eagan, Comr, L. & 1.

Mr. Eagan offered the following Resolution which was
unanimously adopted: L

Whereas a communication was presented by the Sales-
man from Messrs. Williams, Swann & Corley stating
that they consider the entire Swamp and Internal Tm-
provement Lands of the State under their exclusive con-
trol and management to be sold by them by virtue of a
consent Decree of 1. S. Court.

And Whereas, They claim that they are the only per-
sons authorized to sell and make deeds to said lands and
requests the Trnsiees to desist from making further sales
of said lands. '
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And Whereas there is nothing in said consent decree
prohibiting the Trastees from making sales of such
lands. .

Be it Resolved that the Salesman be and he is hereby
directed and instructed to continue the sales of said
lands as herctofore causing deeds to be made for same.

Whereas Messrs. Williams, Swann & Corley agents
appointed by virtue of a Decree of the 1. 8. Court for
the sales of lands belonging to the Internal Tmproye-
ment Fund of the State of Florida and as such agents
dre remitting money fromn time to time to the Treasurer
of this Board in payment of Lands sold, and the remit-
tance been in all cases insutficient fo pay for the lands
applied for at rates established Ly the Trustees. But
fearing that a refusal on the part of the Treasurer to re-
ceive such amounts might be construed as violating the
said consent Decree.

Be it Resolved That the Treasurer of the Trustees be
and he is hereby directed to receive all such moneys as
may be remitted to him by said agents and whenever said
amounts is sufficient to pay for the Lands applied for to
certify the same to the Salesman who will cause deeds
10 be made for such lands. But when the money re-
mitted is insufficient to purchase the lands intended
then to give only his memorandum receipt for such
amounts turning the same over to A. Doggett. Tsq., with-
out deducting from such moneys anything for the ex-
penses of this Board.

Tallahassee, Fla., Jany. 22nd. 1874.
The Trustees met at the office of the Treasurer,
P'resent: C. H. Foster, Treasurer: -
C. A. Cowgill, C-omptmlle‘-r}
D. Eagan, Comr. L. & I, ®
A communication was received from Mr. Corlay, en-
closing a list of entries which the parties entering wished
eancelled and the purchase moner refunded fof tha rea:
son that the lan#s do mot and never did belong to the
Fund. All of the entries being in the Palatka Reserve
excepting the entry of E. E. Ropes, which was never re-
ported by the Surveyor General to the (feneral Land Of-
fice and consequently not approved to the Sfata,
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Resolved, That the following being the entries ey-
braced in said list be and the same is hereby cancelled
and that the amt. of purchase money be refunded, viz—

Swamp entries No, 4504, 4509, 4777, made by C. S. But-
ler. Amount of purchase money $128.90.

Swamp entries 4788, 4812, Made by Hart and Monroe,
purchase money $39.60).

Swamp entries 1923, 2424 2644, made by Norman Me-
Rae. Amseunt of purchase money, $159.85.

Swamp entry No. 4786, made by N. H. Moragne,
amount purchase money $18.67.

Swamp entry No. 6176, made by E. E. Ropes, amount
of purchase money $50.00.

Ordered that the above amount, $307.03, as  purchase
money be paid to Hugh A. Corley, as agent for the par-
ties above named.

Swamp entry No. 1930 made by Reid Teasdale, Mar.
1, 1867, be cancelled and the amount of $154.49 be re-
funded to Mess. Reid & Teasdale or their order.

Mr. Cowgill offered the following resolution which
was unanimously adopted.

Resolved, That Aristides Doggett, Isq., Receiver, be
authorized and dirvected to collect any money in the
hands of Moses Tayjer of New York helonging to this
Board, not heretofore paid by said Taylor to James H.
Coleman Receiver,

Mr. Cowgill presented the following leiter which was
read and ordered spread on the minutes,

New York, Jany. 8, 1874.
My Dear 8ir:

I enclose herewith two bonds which are surrendered
and paid for at the rate of $200 a bond out of the funds
in New York, the balance, which has been distributed to
Mr. Vose, aceordigla to an order entered by the consent of
all partins in th&@roceeding.

Yeurs traly,
ht BBN. H. DICKBRSON,
0
Pr. €. A, COWGILL,
Comptroler, &e.
Tallahassee, Fla.

The bonds mentioned in the above letter were bonds

of the Florida Rail Road Company No. 1087 & 1088, hav-
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ing fifty-five coupons attach to each bond, all of which
were duly cancelled and deposited with the Treasurer.

Attest:

D. EAGAN,
Secretary.
Tallahassee, Fla., Feby. 12, 1874.

The Trustees met at the office of the Commissioner of
Lands & Immigration.

Present: C. H. Foster, Treasurer, Pres. pro tem.

C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller,
W. A. Cocke, Atly. General.
D. Eagan, Comr. L. & T,

The minntes of the last meeting were read and ap-
proved.

The Secretary laid hefore the Trustees a concurrent
resolution of the Legislature asking a reduction in the
price of lands helonging to the Fund which read and
taken under advisement.

The Secretary laid before the Trustees ithe following
proposition of M, J. Taylor for the purchase of lands viz:

Tallahassee, Fla., Feby. 12, 1874,
Trustees I. I. Fund State of Florida.

Gentlemen ;—

I desire to purchase 15600 acres or upwards of Swamp
lands belonging to the I. 1. Fund at a price not to ex-
ceed fifty cemts per acre, the land to be selected and the
money to be paid within the next 20 days, all of the
lands to be contiguous and in a body.

Respectfully,
MOSES J. TAYLOR, JR.

On motion of Mr. Eagan the above proposition was ac-
cepted by an unanimous vote.

On motion of Mr. Cowgill 200 copies of the scale of
prices of swamp land were ordered gwinted for the use
of Salesman.

Mr. Eagan presented the following accounts which
were allowed and the Treasurer ordered to pay the same
Viz i—

C. H. Walton printing notice of return of State

lands) to mavket, & o1 2t R $20 08
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A petition of Jas. B. Storn asking that certain lands
belonging to the Fund be deeded to him in consideration
of completing a certain ditch which he has undertaking
and which will reclaim adjoining lands belonging to the
State, which was referred to the Atty. General. -

The Trustees adjourned,

Attest:

D. EAGAN,
Secty.

Tallahassee, Fla., Feby. 27, 1874.

The Trustees met at the office of the Comr. of Lands
& Immigration.

Present: C. H. Foster, Treasurer, I’res. pro fem.

C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller.
W. A. Cocke, Atty. General.
D. Eagan, Comr. L. & 1.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap-
proved.

The proposition of Mr. J. C. Randall to deepen and
widen the Wekiva River from its mouth to Clay Springs
80 as to admit and float boats drawn two and a half feet
of water, thereby relieving a vast quantity of lands from
overflow, was read and further consideration postponed.

Mr. Cowgill presented an account for one hundred and
fifty dollars for expenses incurred in June last in visit-
ing New York, and attending fo business of the Trustees,
which was allowed and the Treasurer ordered to pay the
same,

Mr. Eagan presented an account for eighteen dollars,
for expenses incurred in visiting Jacksonville in January
last on business of the Trusteeﬂ which was allowed and
the Treasurer ordered fo pay the same.

Mr. Eagan tendered his resignation as Secretary of the
Trustees to take effect from and after the 1st of March,
which was accepted and C. A. Cowgill was chosen as
Secretary.

On motion of Mr. Cowgill, it was ordered that hereaf-
ter the regular meetings of the Trustees shall be held in
the office of the Comr. of Lands & Immigration.

Mr. Gleason presented a proposition for {he purchase
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of certain lands lying west of the Apalachicola river at
certain rates, which was read and Mr. Gleason was re-
quested to prepare a contract embodying his propositioa
and submit the same to the Trustees at 10 a. m. tomorrow.

On motion the Trustees adjourned to meet at 10 a. m,
tomorrow.
Attest:

D. EAGAN,
Secretary.

February 28th, 1874.
No meeting of the Board.

TaMahassee, Florida, March 3. 1874.

The Trustees met in the office of the Commissioner of
Lands & Immigration.

Present: €, H. Foster, Treasurer.

D. Bagan, C. L. & 1.
C. A. Cowgill, Compt.

After some discussion the following agreement was
made with Wm. H. Gleason by a unanimous vote.

Memorandum of an agreement entered into this third
day of March A. I} 1874 between the Board of Trustees
of the Tnternal Tmprovement Fund of the State of Flor-
ida & W. H. Gleagon of the Connty of Dade & State afore-
said.

The said Board of Trustees of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund agrees with the said W. H. Gleason that they
will sell & convey unto him or such party or parties as he
may in writing order or direct the same to be conveyed,
any or all of the Lands belonging to the Internal Im-
provement Fund of the State of rlﬂlldﬂ. situated West of
the Apalachicola River in =aid State, upon the following
terms; to wit: Tn quantities of not less than fifty thous-
and acres at fifiy-five cents per acre, one hundred thousand
acres at fitty cents per acre, two hundred & fifty thousand
acres at foriy-five ¢ents per acre, five - hundred thousand
acres at forty cents per acre, or all of the Lands West of
the Apalachicola river being about one million of acres at
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twenty-five cents per acre, the said lands to be taken in
one body as near each other as possible—

Provided however that any purchase made under the
provisions of this contract must be made within  one
year from the date hereof.

And it is further agreed that should the said Wm. TI.
Gleason purchase any of the smaller quantities above
specified and afterwards purchase additional Jands
amounting together with those first purchased to one of
the larger quantities above specified, in that case the said
Gleason shall be requested to pay on his last purchase
only the balance due or that would have become due had
all of the lands been bought at one time, it Dbeing the
meaning & intent of thir agreement that for all lands
purchased by & conveyed to the said Gleason by virtoe
hereof, he shall pay at the rates & priess hereinbefore
specified— ——— a

Provided. further, That nothing in this contract shall
be construed to prevent the Board from continuing the
gale of land West of the Apalachicola River at such
prices & in such amounts as they may deem expedient.

In witness whereof we the undersigned Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Fund and the said W. H. Glea-
son have hereunto set our hnnde and seals the day & year
above written.

The proposition submitted hy Mr. J. C. Randall to
deepen the Wekiva River & Clay Run to Clay Springs
provided a grant of Land comprising two thirds of the
sections on either side of said River & run be given to
him was taken up for consideration and after some dis-
cussion the following resolution was unanimously
adopted.

Resolved, that while we recognize the importance of
rendering streams navigable thereby promoting the drain-
age of the swamp lands & opening up the country to set-
tlement, yet in view of the complications surrounding onr
action as Trustees by the various decrees of the 17, 8,
* Cirenit Court for the Northern District of Florida we
do not deem it expedient to enter into a contract of the
kind proposed at the present time.
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The Board adjourned to meet on the first Tuesday in
April the regular day of meeting.
Attest:
C. A, COWGILE,
Secretary.
A copy of the last resolution was furnished to Mr.
Randall, March 4 1874,

Tallahassee, Florida, April 4th, 1874,

The Trustees met upon call in the Governor's room.

Present: Gov. M. L. Stearns,

W. A. Cocke, Atty. Genl
(. H. Foster, Treas.
C. A. Cowgill, Compt.

C. H. Toster announced the death of Gov. 0, B. Hart
and moved that Gov, M. L. Stearns be chosen President
of the Board, which was unanimously carried.

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved.

The Recretary presented a communiecation from T. W,
Osborn President of The Great Southern Railway Com-
pany, dated March 18th and received & filed March 19,
1874, transmifting a map or plan showing the route or
line of said railway & its branches.

The map was accepted and ordered to be placed in the
office of the Comr. of Lands & Tmmigration.

Mr. Robert H. Gamble a former member of the Board
presented an account for Lawyer fees paid by him as a
member when charged with contempt of the U. 8. Dis-
trict Court.

He was requested to present an account properly made
out with the vouchers at the next meeting,

A communication was recsived from Mr. M. T.. Mickles
in reference to the irregular manner in which coupons
received for lands had been cancelled by the late Treas-
urer.

The following Resolution was unanimously adopted:

Resolved, That the Treasurer be directed to communi-
cate with Mr. Adams late Treasurer and request from
him a full statement of his accounts as late Treasurer
& a delivery of all beoks & papers in his possession belong-
ing to said office.
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A letter from Mess. Swann, Williams & Corley was
presented by the Secretary in which they state that they
had offered the swamp and overflowed lands to various
parties at certain prices, and requested the opinion of
the Trustees concerning their action. After some discus-
sion the following resolution was unanimously adopted :

Resolved that the Secretary be divected to acknowl-
edge the receipt of the letter from Mess. Williams,
Swann & Corley in reference to the sale of lands in large
tracts and to refer them to the decree made by Judge
Woods Dee. 4, 1873; by which it appears they are au-
thorized and empowered to sell the same and affix the
priees and to inform them that the Trustees feel no dis-
position to interfere with their action under said decree

as long as ji! continues in force. * * *
Aftest:
0. A. COWGILL,
Secretary. s

* ¥ * The following resolution was nnanimously

.adopled :

Resolved, That the Trustees hold regular mectings on
the first Tuesday in every month in the office of Commis-
gioner of Lands & Tmmigration at 10 o'clock a. m.

C. A. COWGILL, .
Secretary.

Tallahassee, Monday May 11th, 1874,

The Trustees met upon call in the office of the Commis-
sioner of Lands,

Present: Wm. A. Cocke, Atty. Genl.

C. H. Foster, Treas.
Dennis Eagan, C. of L. & T.
C. A. Cowgill, Compt.

Wm. A. Cocke acted as chairman. .

The Treasurer presented a letter from J. S Adams,
written in response to his letter of inquiry concerning
books & papers belongilt' to the Treasurer’s office, as
follows: i

T B

-t
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Jacksonyille, Apl. 17, *T4.
Hon. Chag. TI. Foster,
State Treasurer.
Sir:

1 have the honor in reply to your favor requesting the
return of auny books or papers belonging to the Trustees
of In, Tmp. Fund, and that I furnish a statenient of*
any of my acconnls: to say,

First—That the papers, books & documents appertain-
ing to the office of Treasurer of fhe Tn. Tmp. Fund were
turned over by me to my successor in office Hon. Sam
T. Day soon after his accession.

Second—My accounts as Treasurer were examined,
audited, approved and allowed by the Trustees, who
alone were legally authorized so to do.

The statements and allowance of those accourds were
all made matters of record and stood recorded in the
Book of Records of the Board when I delivered the same
to Treasurer Day.

I have the honor to be,

Yrs. respectfully,
(Signed) J. 8. ADAMS,

The following communication was received, ¥, Vose,
read, discussed & further consideration postponed nntil a
full meeting of the Boeard is held:

Tallahassee, May 3, 'T4.

To the Trustees of the
Int Tmp. Fund:

In the purpose of promoting the sales and settlement
of the State lands I heg to propose the following sug-
gestions, viz:

1st. That further steps be taken to prevent trespass-
ing.

2nd. That Agents to aid in the objecis above mentioned
be appointed at Jacksonville, Pensacola, and New York
subject to the restriction of the Decree of Dec. 4, ’73.

3rd. That the compensation of said agents shall be a
commission upon, sales and as sales are made deeds to
be furnished to the Agents upon receipt of the purchase
money at proper prices, less a proper allowance for com-
missions.

It appears that every bota fide inferest in the state
renders it imperative upon the Trustees to take action
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8o far as they are able on the above suggestions & it is
hardly reasonable to suppose that the Court which has
been compelled to interpose to prevent the fraud neglect
and waste herefofore going on can abandon the matter
until the complications which have arisen shall be clear-
ed up and the over due obligations against the Fund are
paid off.
I remain respectfully,
Yr. obt. servt,
F. VOSE.
The Board then adjourned.
C. A. COWGILE,
Secretary. -

Tallahassee, Fla., May 21, 1874.

The Trustees met npon call in the office of the Gov-
@YTOT.

Present: M. I. Stearns, Gov.

C. H. Foster, Treas.
D. Eagan, C. of L. & I,
C. A, Cowgill, Compt.

Minutes of last meeting were read & approved.

A communication was received from F. Vose in which
- be requested that the two bonds purchased by E. M.
Dickerson from the funds in N, York, arising from the
sale of the Florida R. R. might be surrendered to him.

Which was read, considered & the Secretary was di-
rected to inform Mr. Vose that the bonds had been re-
ceived from M. Dickerson & had been cancelled & wonld
be retdined by the Trustees,

A letter from James E. Broome was presented & read
as follows:

10 Wall 8t.
N. York, April 4, 1874,
To the Trustees of the I. I. F, of Fla.

Gentlemen :

I believe that I can now sell, if you will so authorizo
me about 11 to 2,000,000 acres of your swamp & over-
flowed land to an English party, with whom T am in cor-
respondence and for a price that will net you aboui 28
cents per acre. This is not all cash but funds which T
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have no doubt would be accepted by Mr. Vose for his
entire debt and thus relieve the fund. If you will an-
thorize snel a sale receiving Mr. Vose's debt and his bonds
or either in payment, I will make the opening negotiation
at once, hoth with my party and with Mr. Vose and think
it can be cloged hy about the first of July. It would
perhaps be better to include the Bonds.

* Ehould you decide to =ell a larger amount of yomr
lands receiving in payment a part cash, part acceptances
on short time on London and balanee in 7 pr e. gold
bearing bonds issued by a strong Iron Company in Lon-
don and secured by lien on the Land, T might perhaps
place some 2,000,000 acres additional and be able to sat-
isfy you that the securities ave good with the interest
payable zsemi annually.

Should you think faverably of this suggestion please
forward me your authority for me fo take and pay for
on the delivery of good and sufficient title deeds what-
ever amount of land you may elect to sell giving me the
option for six months or less, or mord as you may think
proper.

My location lLere and my acquaintance with all parts
of the State of Florida gives me great advantages in the
way of selling lands and in addition to {his my access
to European parties is very valuable. Please favor me
with an early reply and oblige. !
Yr. obedient servant,

~ JAMES E. BROOME.

-3

Pl s

Should you conclude to do anything in thgs matter
please say nothing about it as there are plenty of people
who would take the trouble to talk down Florida Lands
and defeat a sale.

The Secretary was directed to answer Mr. Broome,
that the Trustees would sell 1,000,000 acres or more of
lands at 28 cents net per acre, the lands to be selected in
fracts of 250.000 acres lying as pearly contiguous as pos-

“sible.

That at present we could only sell for cash, but if a
settlement with Mr. Vose could be effected then we might
sell upon credit, and that any arrangmment by +which
Mr. Vose's claims would be sattled would be entirely sat-
isfactory to the Trusteés.
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A communication from G. E. Hanes ‘'of ' Pilatka was
received in wkich he requests that $210.95, amount paid
by him for Lot No. 1. 8. 5 T, 10 8. R. 27, E. containing
161.44-100 acres purchased 15th July 1858, may be re-
funded as =aid land was in the military reservation
around Palatka & did not & does not belong to the Trus-
tees, but belongs to the JTnited States & is subject to
homestead entry.

This statement being in accordance with the facts, The
Treasurer was directed to pay to George L. Hanes the
sum of $219.95 by a unanimous vote,

B. F. Roberts of Palatka Attorney for Mrs, Alvileta
Jane Wells made an application that $62.41 be refunded
being the purchase money for the lot numbered 6 of 8.
36, T. 10 8. R. 26 E. containing 40.92-100 acres which
was paid by 5. Ht Campbell, March 8, 1866, for said lot,
and said lot was never owned by the Trustees but was
included in the military reservation & is now subject to
homestead entry under the TU. 8. Laws.

It was unanimously ordered that the Treasurer refund
to Mrs. A, J. Wells or her Afforney the said sum of
$62.41 cents,

Hon. R. H. Gamble late Comptroller presented a com-
munieation in which he reguests that $120 may be paid
him, expenses incurred in answering a charge of con-
tempt of Court by an order or decree of T, 2. Conrt, sit-
ting at Jacksonville Decr. 1872 and

It was unanimously ordered that the Treasurer pay
$120 to R. H. Gamble for expenses incurred in relieving
himself of a charge of contempt by an order of the 1, S.
Circuit Court at Jacksonville Dec. 1872,

An agcount was presented from Samuel T. Day late
Treasurer of the Trustees for one monfh services as
Treasurer from April 4th, 1872, & the following resolu-
tion unanimously adopted:—

Resolved that the Treasurer be directed to pay the
account, upon satisfactory evidence being presented that
it has never heen paid.

Michael Plant requested that an enfry of land mate
by him of the 81 of the N. W, 1-4 of Sect, 2% in T. 1 South
of Range 5 E. be cancelled as he did not intend to make
8aid entry, the land being worthless & that he be allowed
to puchase in lieu thereof the 8. . ] of S. W. 1 Bec. 6,
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and N. E. 14 of N. W. 1:4 of Sect. 7, T. 28. of R 5, E. and
it was

Ordered that the cancellation of the former enfy be
allowed.

Ada M. Tihbetts applied for the cancellation of her
purchase of the T, half of the 8. II. q & the 8. E, gr of
the N. W. 1-4 of SBect. 4 T. 20 8. of R. 31 . containing
126.83 acres, made May 13, 1872, on the ground that the
entry was not the piece of land sbe designed to enfer and
on motion

The cancellation wis unanimously ordered fo be made.

J. H. Durkee sheriff of Duval County presented bills
antounting to $317.90 for services in the case of State of
Florida vs, the' J. P. & M, R. R. Co. & ®aniel P. Holland,
which was read and further consideration postponed.

The following preamble & Resolution was presented by
the Commissioner of Land & Immigration and unani-
mously adopted.

“]It‘lhlh serious depredations are being committed
upon the public lands of the Int. Tmp. Fund, and credi-
tors of the fund as well as other cifizens have requested
the Trustees to take further actions to prevent the losses
arising thereby, and the Legislature has authorized the
Governor to appoint one or more timber agents for the
protection of the public lands, said agents 1o receive such
vompensation as may be dallowed by ‘the Trustees of the
I.'1. Fund & the Board of Bducation, And Whereas the
Goveruor in complinnee 'with the act. entitled “An Aet
to amend an ‘act ' entitled an''act ‘fo prevent
&  punish  Trespass upon  the public’  Tands  of
this' State approved Jany 12, 1866.” approved February
18,1874 has appointed Teonard G. Dennis ']‘1 ustee '1"9nt
i Therefore

Resalved

"That the Commissioner of Tands & Tmmigration  be
msmuted 1o (‘lllp]tn the said T.. G. Dennis T1mbm Arront
o ‘;wlk under his direction to prevent & punish trespass
11])011 the lands belanging to the T L. ‘Fund and that the
maid agent be allowed ]uk actnal necessary expenses “to he
‘pmd munthh on lho approval of f!m Board and S‘ll("h
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compensation as the Trustees may hereafter designate.
The Board adjourned until the regular meeting day.

B, 4 { C.iA« COWGILL,
Secretary.

[The following appears on page 88 of Record Book of
the Trustees, opposite reference in minutes of May 21,
1874, to communication from F. Vose.]

Tallahassee, Fla , May 22, 1874,
Bip—

I am directed by the Trustees to say that the two
Florida R. R. honds were sent to us by E. N. Dickerson
Esq:, who informed us that they were purchased at the
rate of $200 a bond out of the fund in New York before
it was distributed to you and that the bonds are can-
celled and are in the possession of the Treasurer as can-
celled bonds & we decline to accede to your request that
ihey be delivered to you.

: Very vespectfully.
Feioda WOWGILIL,

il of Secy.
FuVose, Esq.

«3W. Cedar St Boston,

[The following appears on page 91) of Record ook of
the Trustees,  opposite reference in winuies of May .21,
1874, to communication from James E. Broome.)

stig'l' o) I Tallahassee, Flay, , May, 22, 1874
Sire— | Gl astan |

JIam divected by the Trustees of the Int. Tmpt. Fund
todinform you in answer to your letter of April 4th that
they will sell 1:.000.000. or more acres of swa mp and over-
flsived lands at 28 cents per acre net (clear of all charges
forscommissions, expenses of sale etc.) the lands to be
selected ini fracts of wot less than 250.000 acres, each pur-
chase to include all the lands owned hy the Fund within
the area of the tract. Vel A

The Trustees can not sell Lands for “aught else thn
current money of the TUnited States”  under Judge
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Woods decree of Dec. 6th 1870, but if any arrangement
could be made with Mr. Vose by which his claim would
be settled, the Trustees will cheerfully give any assist-
ance in their power fo effect so desirable a result, and
then the decrees would be annulled & the Trustees could
entertain propositions for a siale upon credit.
Mr, Vose left Florida for the North a few days ago.
Very respecttully,
C. A. COWGILL.
Secy.
Hon. James Ii. Broome,
10 Wail StiN. ¥,

Wednesday July 15, 1874,

The Trustees met in the Executive chamber upon the
call of the Governor.

Present: M. 1. Stearns, Governor,

D. Eagan, C. of T.. & L.
Wm. A. Cocke, Atty. Genl.
. AL Cowgill, Compt.

The Secretary, presented a communication from E. A.
Btudwell asking that 5000 acres of land be given to him,
for the purpose of settling a colony of 3 or 400 Italians,
said land to he deeded to the immigrants before they
leave N. York, & it was

Resolved, That Mr. Studwell’s communication he ae-
knowledged & that he be informed that under the peeu-
liar legal complications surrounding the Trustees they
have no power to make such a grant of land.

The Secretary presented a  commuzication from
J. Il Broome dated June 5th 1874 informing the Trus-
tees that he had sold 1,000,000 acres of land at 30 cents,
& requesting an answer by felegram containing a confir-
mation of said sale and the Seeretary reported that upon
receiving the above letter he had consnlted with a ma-
jority of the members of the Board & in accordance with
their opinion had telegraphed an acceptance of the prop-
osition & had also written at length to Mr. Broome on
June 10th. but had received no reply” to said telegram
& letter,
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D. N. H. Moragne of Palatka requests from the Trus-
tees the cancellation of an entry of 30.70-100 acres of
land being lots No. 3 & 8 of Sect. 20 T. 10, R. 27 8. &
IE—made by John C. McMillan & the refunding to him of
the sum of $41.78 the amount paid for said land. This
land being part of the military reservation around Pa-
latka and was never patented to the State, and was pur-
chased by said Moragne from McMillan as was shown by
the deed of purchaser accompanying the application. On
motion the application was referred to the Atforney Gen-
eral for investigation and report.

An account of F. B. Knapp, Dept. Clerk of the Circuit
Court of Duval Co. for $34.00, fees in the case of the
State of Florida & the Trustees of the I. I. F. vs. J. P.
& M. R. R. Co. was presented & allowshd,

An account of L. G. Dennis Timber Ageut for {raveling
expenses for the month of June for $118 was allowed.

Mr. Bisbee Attorney for the Board requested the pay-
ment of £250 for services in the several suits in the State
& Federal Courts to which the Trustees are parties and
it was

Regolved ,That the Treasurer pay Mr. Dishee $250—
and that Mr. Bisbee be requested to give an itemized
statement of the expenditures incurred by him on behalf
of the Board in prosecuting these suits.

Upon the aiove Resolution all the Trustees voted ave
except Mr. Cocke who declined to vote.

The following Resolution was adopted by an unani-
mous vote,

Resolved That . A. Cowgill Becretary be requested to
make a full and complete index of the proceedings of the
Trustees of the I. I. Fund from their organization to
the present time, entering the same in a suitable book to
be procured for that purpose and also to ascertain the
probable cost of copying & printing the entire records
with the index.

The Board then adjourned.

C. A. COWGILL, Secretary.

]
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Saturday July 25th, 1874.

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon call
of the Governor.

Pregent”: M. L. Stearns, Gov.

‘ . H.'Foster, ‘Freas. e

i‘ AL Cowgill, Secretary.

Mess. Swann & Cor 10» appeared before the Board and
gave an account of the progress of their efforts to sell
lands in ldarge tricts. L

The following bills were allowed & Treasurer directed
to''pay thém, vigi——

Te Boag & Bryan for index book & lettering min

ute BookSl . L. Lol T gl s, # EHEE S $19 00
To J. Townsend Clk of U. 8. Cireuit Court for

eOpy ol decrees /. waificlil siguntl sin o ls k4 A AL 8 00
C. Ay Cowgill cost paid for: Telegrams ..., .. e A1),

To (C. H. Foster, Treas.
1874, July 224,
For expenses incurred in the month of April 1874 dur-
ing trip to Jacksonville with Fla. Cen. R. R. bonds to
testify hefore the Btate Court in ease of State & Trus-
tees 1. I. Fund vs. J. P. & M. R, R. Co. & Fla. Gen.
$9.50.
' C. A. COWGILL,
Secretary.

Tallahassee; August 26, 1874,

¢ The Board met in' the Executive Chambér upon the
ezll of | the :Gavernor.

iPresents M. T, Btearns; (:omlnor
al Wm. A, Cocke, Atty. Genl,

C. A. Cowgill, Compt. 0

A communication was presented from A,Ibert Hver
Presdt. 'en. & Louisville R. R. Co. informing the Trus-
tees that said Company had accepted the provisions of
the Internal Tmprovement Act of Jay 6, 1855, which was
réad and directed to be filed. :

A communication from Messrs. Williams, Swann &
Corley, was presented giving an account of their action



75

in Washington for the purpose of having the selected
swamp and overflowed lands patented to the State, with
a copy of a bill introduced in the House of Iteéhs  de-
sigued to facilitate such action, which was read and or-
dered to be filed.

John H. Roler assignee of Panchita Miot applied for
the cancellation of an entry of the 8. E. Quarter of the
northwest quarter of Sect. 5 in Township Ten, 8, of 1. 27
E., containing 40.09-100 and the return of fifty dollars and
eleven cents the purchase money, said land having never
been patented to the State being in the Military reserva-
tion around Palatka & having been recently allotted by
the U. States as a homestead; Whereupon

It was resolved that the entry be eancelled & the money
be refunded to J. H. Roler assignee of Panchite Miot
when evidence -is produced that said piece of land has
been disposed of by the United States,

M. L. Stearns applied for the cancellation of an eniry
of land, viz: the 8, W. qr of the 8. W. qr of Sect. 26 &
the N. E..qr of the N. BE. qr; of Sect. 34 of T, 2, N. of R.
8:W. containing 79.87-100 acres & the refunding of the
purchase money. and, having presented satisfactory evi-
dence that the entry was made in his name and the pur-
chase money paid in himself only for fhe benefit of a
poor ('Olored man and that the numbers were furnished
to this colored man by a neighbor, the said Stearns know-
ing nothing about them, and when the land came to he
surveved it was found that the colored mian had been
erréneouﬂ\ informed & that the land purchased did not
gover the home erected & the ground cultivated by the col-
ored person & that consequently the said person has never
occujned the land purchased & it remaing on the hands
of 'the said Stearns having been thus purchased by mis-
take, it was 1herefore

U_n_aniﬁmhsly osfs

Resolved. Tha! the entry of the above deseribed land
by . Ml, L. Stearns be cancelled & that the Treasurer be
directed to refind to Lim the suni' of * $09.84 purchase
money of the said land.

C. A. Cowgill presented the index hook for the inspec-
tion of the Trustees. it being nearly conipleted & after it
wias examined the fnllmnnrr resolution was unanimonsly
adopted.
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Resolyed, That the Treasurer be directed to pay to C.
A. Cowgill the sum of two hundred dollars as parf pay-
ment for work done in making Index book to the minutes
of the Trustees under the resolution of July 15th—

The following resolution was unanimously adopted:

Resolved, That the resolution adopted May 16th 1873,
reducing the salaries of the Secretary and Treasurer be
the same is hereby rescinded & and that the Treasurer is

hereby authorized and directed to pay to the persons

holding or who may have held these offices at the former
rate of $400 to the Secretary and $600 to the Treasurer
per annum from the 1st day of June 1873.

The following resolution was alse unanimously
adopted.

Resolved, That C. A. Cowgill Comptroller of the State
of Ilorida & a member of this Board of the Trustees of
the Internal Improvement Fund of this State, iz hereby
directed to demand & receive from Moses Taylor of New
York late agent of this Board or other person or persons
having the same in their possession all bonds of the Flor
ida railroad which were guaranteed by the Trustees of
the L. I. Fund & which have been purchased by the Funds
arising from the sale of the said road.

The following preamble and resolution were unani-
mously adopted. !

Whereas the Attorney of this Board is disqualified
from acting in the case of Vose vs. H. Reed & others
Trustees of 1. 1. I, therefore be it resolved

That the Governor and Attorney General are appointed
a committee to employ counsel & take such steps as may
Le necessary to open the decrees of the Cirenit Court of
the 1. 8. for the Northern District of Florida in the
above mentioned case with a view of relieving the Board
from the embarrassments of said decrees.

C. A. COWGILL,
Secretary.

Aug, 26th,

Also a bill of L. G. Dennis Timber Asent for $56.00
traveling expenses was allowed.

Attest

C. A, COWGILL, Secy.
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Tallahassee, October 19, 1874,

~ The Board met in the Executive Chamber upon the call
of the Geovernor,

Present: Gov. M. L. Stearns.

W. A. Cocke, Atty. Gen.
I). Eagan, C. of L. & I.
C. A, Cowgill, Compt.

Minutes of last meeting read and approved.

A communication was received from E. M. Chenev
wmonstrating in the name of the Jacksonville Pensa-
cola & Mobile R. R. Co. against any disposition of lands
lying west of the Apalachicola river that would deprive
said road of them., as it was confidently expected that
the road would soon be building west of said River,
which was read.

A communication from Messrs., Williams, Swann &
Corley dated Sept. 28th was presented in which ihe
issue of land certificates or floats of 160 acres or less to
the amount of 2,000,000 acres was urged, said certificates
%0 be sold at the rate of 30 to 35 cents per acre with a
deduction of 10 per cent as commission to Mess. W. 8. &
Corley, and Mr. Swann appeared before the Board and
fully detailed the advantages which he.thought wonld
arige from such sale.

Whereupon the following resolution was adopted,

Resolved, That it is not deemed expedient to issue cer-
tificates for 160 acres of land at the present time, at the
prices proposed in the proposition of Messrs. Williams,
Swann & Corley.

Judge P. W. White requested permission by letfer, to
uge certain marl on the Chipola River upon his orange

‘grove gaid marl being upon the lands:of the I. I. Fund,

whereupon

The Secretary was directed to inform Judge White
that he could use as much of the said marl as he might
desire upon his own grove.

A hill for $190.50 cents expenses as trav eling agent for
the months of August & September was allowed to L. G.
Dennis, & the Treasurer directed to pay the same.

C. A. COWGILL, Secretary.
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Tallahassee, Saturday Nov. 14th.

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon call
«of the Governor.

Present: Gov. M. L. Stearns.

Treas. €. H. Foster.
Atty. Genl. W. A. Cocke.
Compt. C. A. Cowgill.

A communication was received from 1. P, Holland
President of the Pease Creek I & N Co asking for an ex-
tension of two years to complete their contract, which
was read & further consideration postponed.

A letter was received from . M. Cheney which was
read as follows:

Tallahasgee, Fla.
~ Nov. 13, 'T4.
Hon. C. A. Cowgill,
Secretary Board Trustees.
Int. Tmp. Fund,
Bir.—

I desire to purchase of your Board four hundred thous-
and acres of land (with the privilege of making it six
hundred thousand) in warrants or floats, these floats to
be for 80, 160 and 640 acres to be located wherever the
purchaser may select. In this amount of floats T would
and hereby offer thirty seven and a half cents (37%) per
acre, the whole amount payable in cash within thirty
days from the time this proposition shall he accepted and
the floats only to be delivered as paid for. ;

Requesting the favor of an early answer (as I am com-
pelled to leave for home tomorrow) I am
: Yours respectfully,

E. M. CHENEY.

Whereupon,

The following resolution was unanimously adopted.

Resolved :

That the proposition of Mr. Cheney be accepted & that
the Salesman he instructed to prepare the necessary cer-
tificates for the sale of the land & to deliver said certifi-
cates in flvats for 400,000 acres of land to Mr. Cheney
upon the payment of 371 cents per acre,

A communication was received from Messrs. Williams,
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Swann & Corlev again urging the sale of floats, which
was read.

Whereupon the Secretar} was dirécted fo inform
Messrs, Williams, Swann & Corley that they would sell
floats in a lot comprising 250,000 acres of land at 373
cents per acre net, no reduction for commission ov ex-
penses, said floats to be made for 80, 160 & 640 acres.

A letter was received from James E. Broome in which
he desired the Board to sell 1,000,000 of acres of land in
lots of 25,000 acres for 28 cts and the Secretary was di-
rected to answer that they would sell 1,000,000 acres
of land in parcels of 100,000 acres.

The Secretary announced that he had received from
Moses Taylor of N. York 198 bonds of the Florida R. R!
Co. indorsed by the Trustees, and that Mr. Taylor says,
“These 198 bonds together with 59 bonds delivered by
me to the Trustees on 21st Sept. 1867 make up the whole
number of bonds purchased by me for the fund.”

Whereapon it was unanimously

Resolved that the Secretary & Treasurer prepare a list
of these bonds & coupons & report to the Board at its
next regular meeting.

It was unanimously

Resolved, That the Treasurer be directed to pay to H.
Bisbee, Jr., two hundred dollars as fee to him as counsel
representing the Board and to defray expenses of suit in
Supreme Court of U. 8.

The following resolution was unanimously adopted:
Resolved

That the resolution adopted Aug. 26, 1874 authorizing
the Governor & Attorney General to employ counsel to
represent the Board in the suit of F. Vose vs. H. Reed
&al.be reseinded, and that the Governor be anthorized &
requested to take such measures as he may deem best to
proteet the interests of the Fund in reference to the.wsuit
of F. Vose vs. H. Reed & al, by the employment of counsel

« or otherwise.
C. A. COWGILL, Secretary.
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{ Decr. 5, 1874,

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon call
of the Governor.

Present: M. L. Stearns, Gov.

C. H. Foster, Treas.
W. A, Cocke, Atty. Genl.
C. A. Cowgill, Compt.

It was resolved that fifty dollars be appropriated tfo
defray the expenses of Wm. A. Cocke & as ‘@;ﬂseb fees
in attendanee upomn the circuit court for the North Dis
trict of Florida at the present session.

G. A. COWGILL,
Compt.
" Sesty of B.

Dec. 20th 1874,

The Board met jn ihe Executive Chamber upon the call
of the Governor.

Present: M. L. Stearns, Gov.

W. A. Cocke, Atty. Gen.
C. H. Foster, Treas.

D. Bagan, C. L. & T.

C. A. Cowgill, Compt.

The following accounts were presented and allowed.

To M. L. Stearns, expenses incurred for telegrams &
traveling on business of the Board since April 1st, $85.00.

To George McGinly. hotel bill for Trustees in Decems-
ber when they met in Jacksonville to consult concerning
the case of F. Vose vs. H. Reed et al. 42.00.

To L. G. Dennis, agent, expenses during the months
of October & November. 150.00.

A communication was received from Ed. Hopkins,
Presdt. of the Lake Harney and Indian River Tram Road
Co. asking for a grant of land to aid in building a rail-
road from Lake Harney to Indian River, which was read
& congideration postponed. .

€. A. COWGILL.
Secretary.
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: January 20th, 1875.

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon the
call of the Governor.

Present all the members.

A bill was presented by L. G. Dennis Timber Agent
for services from April 10, 1874 to January 10, 1875, 9
months at §100 per month which was read and the
further consideration postponed.

H. Bishee, Jr., presented his itemized account with the
Trustees as Atty which was read & consideration post-
poned.

Edward Hopkins Presdt. of the Lake Harney & Indian
River Tram Road Co. appeared before the Board & re-
quested a grant of land to aid in the construction of said®
road & he was requested to put his proposition in writ-
ing.

A communication was received from Messrs. Williams,
Bwann & Corley again urging the issne and sale of
floats at 32 cts net per acre which was read discussed
and the Secretary was directed to inform them that the
Board adhered to the determination as expressed in the
minutes of Nov. 14th to sell at not less than 371 cts per
acre.

Rowena C. Seals of Putnam Co. applied for the refund-
ing of the purchase money for the following tracts of
lands which were in the military reservation around Pa-
latka & which had never been patented to the State, viz:

$19.88-100 for the N. W. qr. of the S. W. qr of Sect.
28 in T. 9 8. of R. 26 E. containing 39.76 acres & $20.23
for the N. W. qr. of 8. W. qr. of Sect. 2in T 10 S of R.
26 E containing 40.46-100 acres, and the Treasurer was
directed to refund the said money, to Rowena C. Seals or
her legal representative or assignees.

The following resolution was unanimously adopted:

Resolved that Hon. W. B. Woeods Judge of the U. S.
Circuit Court for the 5th Judicial Circuit be earnestly
requested to hold a term of the U. 8. Circait Court at
the city of Tallahassee at an early day for the purpose
of hearing the case of F. Vosze vs. the Trustees of the
Internal I Fund to hear & determine such motions as
may be made with a view of relieving the Fund & the
public interests from the embarrassments now surround-

o X
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ing them and the Governor was requested to transmit a
copy to Judge Woods. s
C. A. COWGILL,
Secretary,

Tallahassee, February 12th, 1875,

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon the
call of the Governor.

Present: M. L. Stearns., Govy.

W. A. Cocke, Atty. Genl.
Dennis Eagan, C. of L. & L
C. A. Cowgill, Compt.

The bill of J. H. Durkee Sherift of Duval Co. for ser-
vices in the case of the Stute vs. the J. P. & R. R. Co. &
D. I'. Holland presented May 21, 1874, was  allowed for
the suni of nincty dollars & forty cents and the Treasuver
directed to pay it.

H. Bisbee, Jr., was allowed six hundred & ninety three
dlollars & twenty cents, balance due him as attorney for
the Board & for expenses incurred by him as attorney as
per account rendered Jany 2(.

A communication was received from Messrs. Williams,
Swann & Corley informing the Trustees that Mr. Vose
offers to make up the difference in price per acre for
floats as between 32 & 374 cents said difference of 51
cents per acre to be a charge against the coupons held
by him.

Messrs. Williams, Swann and Corley request to be per-
mitted to designate a portion of land on & near the Re-
loosahatchie river not yet patented to the State to be
scld to them when patented at a reduced rare in  part
payment of their account for selecting lands which was
read & referred to the Com. of Lands and Immigration.

James B. Stone applied for permission to drain cer-
tain lands in Calhoun Co. lying in 8. § of T. 3, R. 9 West
and adjacent sections and to receive as compensation
therefor one third of the Lands drained.

The following resolution was adopted: Resolved That
J. B. Stripling Timber Agt. be and he is hereby allowed
for his services as such agent one fourth of the proceeds
arising from all seizures of timber made hy him, and the
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Commissioner of lands & Immigration be instructed to
pay the same out of the money he may receive on account
of such seizures, turning the balance over to the Treas-
urer who shall place the same fo the credit of the fund to
which the lands belong from which the timber seized was
cut and removed.

The Secretary presented his report of the proceedings
of the Trustees for the past year, intended for trans-
mittal to General Assembly which was read and ap-
proved.

C. A. COWGILL, Secretary.

Tallahassee, February 25, 1875.

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon
the call of the Governor.

Present all the members.

Minutes of last meeting read and approved.

The following communication was received and read
as follows viz:

Office of the West Florida & Mobile R. R. Co.

Tallahassee, Feby 27th, 1875.
To the Trustees of the

I. I. Fund of the

State of Florida
» Gentlemen:

The West Florida and Mobile Railroad Company is a
corporation organized in accordance with the Act of the
Legislature of this State entitled “An Act to.provide a
General law fur the incorporation of railroads and ca-
nals” approved Feby. 19, 1874, for the purpose of con-
structing, maintaining and operating a  rail-
road from the present western terminus of the J. P &
M. R. R. at the Apalachicola river to Mobile & Pensacola.
As this line of railroad is one of the lines specified in {he
Act entitled “An Aet to provide for & encourage a liberal
system of Internal Tmprovement in this State” approved
Jany 6, 1855, as a proper improvement to be aided from
the T. I. Fund and the company has resolved to accept
the provisions of the said act, but is willing to waive the
right granted in section 8 of said act to the endorsement
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of the Trustees upon its honds and also the right granted
in Sect. 15 to a grant of the alternate sections of State
lands on each side for six miles provided the Trustees will
sell to the Company all the Lands now vested in the
Trustees lying west of the Apalachicola river, en as rea-
sonable terms as similar sales have been made to any
other Company in this State.

By a resolution of the Board of Dir Ei.tt)r: the President
and the Secretary of the Company were authorized to no-
tify the Board of Trustees in writing of the intention of
the company to fully accept the provisions of the said
act as aforesaid and also to make a contract for the pur-
chase of the landg specified on the most favorable terms
which the Board of Trustees are willing to grant:

We have the honor to [Je
R. W. RUTER, Presdt.
E. M, CHENEY, Secry.

Wherenpon it was unanimously

Resolved, That the Atftorney (General be requested to
draw a contract selling the lands west of the Apalachica-
la. River to the said Company upon the same terms as
lands were contracted to be sold to the Great Southern
railway Co. with the additional proviso that these lands
are withdrawn from market except to actual settlers for
purposes of cultivation, and further provided that a for-
feiture of the contract of sale shall occur unless the
work is commenced, progressed and furnished accordipg
to the term of said contract.

Communications were received from James Tucker &
Alex Grant asking for grant of lands to aid in render-
ing navigable the Suwannee and Withlacoochee rivers,
whu,h were read and referred to the Attorney General
Commissioner of Lands & the Treasurer for investigation
and report.

A proposition was received from Peter Papin in the
name and on behalf of the Cooperative Colonization Trust
Company of Florida to purchase certain lands in (he
gouthern countieg at ten cents per acre upon condition of
placing settlers upon them, which was read and referred
to Messrs. Hagan and Cowgill for investigation and re-
port.

It was ordered That $41.78 he refunded tfo N. H.
Moragne assignee of J. ¢ McMillan purchase money paid
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for lots Sl & ®ef & 29: 1040, R. 27 8., & I., said lols hemmg
in the military reservation around I'alatka & having
been purchased at the above mentioned price, the Trus-
tees having no authority to sell.

The Treasurer was directed to pay the account of T.
G, Dennis for services as Timber Agent from the 10th day
of April to the 10th day of February at the rate of fifty
dollars per month.

The Treasurer was directed to pay to C. A. Cowgill
Secretary two hundred dollars as in full for making the
Index book, - .

C. A. COWGILL.

Thursday March 4, 1875.

The Trustees met in the executive Chamber upon the
call of the 'resident. Present all the members except Mr.
Eagan C. of 1. & 1.

Minutes of Iast meeting were read and approved.

The Attorney General presented a contract made with
the West Florida and Mobile 2. R. ('o. which was read
and approved and signed by the parties rvespectively, as
follows, viz: T

This instrument made and entered into this fourth
day of March A. D. 1875 hy and between the West Flor-
ida and Mobile Railroad Company, a corporation duly
created and organized under and hy virtue of an aet of
the Legislature of the State of Florida entitled *An Aef to
provide a General law for the incorporation of Railroads
and canals® approved Fel. 19, 1874, party of the first part
and the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of
the said Statc of Florida, party of the second part—
Witnesseth—

That the said party of the first part for and in con-
sideration of the sum of five dollars in hand received be-
fore the execution of this instrument. and the agreement
of the said party of the second part heveinafter contained
agrees and is hereby firmly bounden unto the said party
of the second part as follows towit:

1st. To construct a rail road from the present terminus
of the Jacksonville Pensacola & Mobile Railroad on the
east side of the Apalachicola river to the Western bound-
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ary of the State of Florida and to Pensacola Bay, the
said road to be completed within two years from the
date of this instrument.

2nd. To construct said road in conformity with the
specification contained in the sixth section of an act of
the Legislature of Florida entitled “an act to provide for
and encourage a liberal system of Internal Improvements
in this State” approved January 6, 1855 and the amend-
ments thereto.

srd, To pay to the said party of the second part and
in lawful money, for all lands that may under this agree.
ment be sold and conveyed to said party of the first part
and at the price in this instrument named, upon the ex-
excution of the deeds. And the said party of the second
part in consideration of the sum of five dollars in hand re-
ceived from the said party of the first part before the ex-
ecution of this instrument and in consideration of the
great benefits to be derived by the State of Florida from
the construction of a railroad aecording to the agreement
of the said party of the first part as above set forth
agrees and is hereby bounden unto the said party of the
firet part as follows, viz:—

I1st. When ten miles of said railroad shall bhe con-
structed and in running order according to the terms
of this agreement, the said party of the second part shall
=ell and convey to the said party of the fiest part, for and
in consideration of the sum of $3000 (three thousand
dollars) lawful money. two hundreed (200) sections of
land (or such legal subdivisions as may be equivalent in
amount to said two hundred sections) lying nearest to
the said completed miles of road & upon the completion
of each additional ten miles of said road shall sell and
convey to the said party of the first part at the same price
a like number of sections, provided however that the
whole number of acres so sold and conveyved shall not ex-
ceed the number of acres now vested in the said party of
the second part lying west of the Apalachicola River, the
same being ahout eleven hundred thousand acres as ap-
pears by the certificate of the Commissioner of Lands and
Immigration hereto annexed:—

2nd. To withdraw all the lands now vested in the
#8id party of the second part, lying west of the Apalach-
icola river being the lands covered by this contract,
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from market on the execution of this instrument, and
to reserve the same exclusively for sale and convey-
ance to the said party of the first part on the compli-
ance of the said party of the first part with the terms
and conditions hereinbefore recited.

Provided however that the said party of the first part
glall construct ten miles of the said road within six
months from the date of this instrument and
thereafter shall construct at least ten miles of said road
every three months, and in case of failure to comply with
this provision the said party of the second part shall in
its discretion have the right to consider this contract at
an end and to place back upon the marvket all the lands so
reserved excepting such portions of the same as may have
been theretofore sold and conveyed to the said parfy of
the first part under this agreement. It being however
understood and agreed that the said party of the second
part for the purpose of encouraging immigration and set-
tlement shall have the right to sell any of the said re-
served Jands to actual settlers of forty, eighty or one hun-
dred and sixty acres at the present price of State lande
viz —One dollar per acre for parcels of forty acres, ninety
_cents per acre for parcels of eighty acres and eighty
cents per acre for parcels of one hundred and sixty acres,
provided however that ne lands Iying within two miles
on either side of the surveyed line of the road shall be go
sold without the written consent of the said party of the
first part and provided further that the money received
for such parcels of lands shall be paid over by the said
party of the second part to the party of the first part in
lien of the lands so sold or other lands shall be substi-
tuted therefor at the option of the Trustees,

Higned, sealed and delivered in duplicate at TaMahas-
see the day & date above written,

E. W. RUTER, President of W. F. & M. R. R. Co.
E. M. CHENEY, Secy. W. F. & M. R. R. Co.

M. L. BTEARNS, Governor,

W. A. COCKE. Atty. (en.

C. A, COWGILL, Comptroller,

CHAS. H. FOSTER, Treasurer.

D. EAGAN, Com. of Lands & Tm,

Charles Koch, presented a communication in which he
stated that he was sent by Gov. Reed to Europe in 1871

"
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to obtain immigrants for Florida and that under the
agreement made with & by Gov. Reed the State owes him
$1237. for the services as above mentioned & as the State
has not paid him & refuses to pay, he requests the Trus-
tees to pay the said bill.

Whereupon—

It was resolved That the Secretary return the commu-.
nication to My, Koch and inform him that they have no
authority to appropriate the funds belonging to the I, I.
Fund for such a purpose.

C. A. COWGILL,
Secretary.

March 12th, 1875.

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber.

Present: M. L. Stearns, Governor.

W. A. Cocke, Attorney General.
Chas., H. Foster, Treasurer,
D. Eagan, C, of L. & 1T

Minutes of last meeting read and approved.

Mr. Eagan offered the following resolution which was
read and adopted.

Resolved, That Dennis Bagan Commissioner of Lands
& Tmmigration for the State of Florida, be and he is
hereby directed to take the necessary steps on behalf of
the State to settle all claims of the State with the Depart-
ment of the Interior of the United States arising under
the several acts of Congress donating lands te the State
& to secure for the State all warrants, patents or monies
that may have acerued to the State under any of the acts
of Congress—

Be it further Resolved That the said Commissioner is
hereby requested to'call on Mess. Williams, Swann and
Cor 19) to assize him in procuring such settlements, as
agreed by them in their contract of May 10th, 1873.

Be it further resolved, that the necessary and reason-
able expenses incurred in carrying out the above in-
structions will be paid by the Board.

A communication was received from the Gulf & At
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lantic Transit Canal Company requesting that a grant
of lands be given to said Co. which was read.
C. A. COWGILL,

Secy.

Tallahassee, April 10th, *75.

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber—

All the members present.

A letter was received from Haney G. Eastman of Po-
keepsie, N. Y., stating that he with other gentlemen
proposed an Immigration scheme of some magnitude to
Florida, invelving the building of a railroad from some
water terminus into the Interior, and requested a sale,
or grant of land to aid the enterprise, and Mr. Swann
appeared before the Board giving some detailed state-
ments concerning the enterprise—

Whereupon

It was unanimously

Resolved. That the Trustees view with favor the enter-
prise proposed by Mr. Eastman and that he be requested
to submit-a proposition agreeing to build & equip a first
class na®row guage railroad within twelve months from
date, of not less than 25 miles in length runninge West-
wardly or Southwardly from Lake Munroe, and to locate
a town containing not less than five hundred inhabitants
and a hotel whose cost of construction shall be at least
$50,000. and requesting the Trustees to sell 50.000 acres
of Swamp aud overflowed lands to be selected West of
Range 30 and South of Township 22 at the rate of ten
cents per acre.”

The Secretary was directed to communicate with Mr.
Eastman and send a copy of the above resolution to him.

The Treasurer was directed to refund to George W.
Carter $80.000, that amount having been paid by him
in 1859 for the South half of the &. E. quarter of
Seet, 24 in T.'9 S.of R: 2T B, containing 80 acres, the
said land being in the Palatka reservation and never hay-
ing belonged to the State,

C. A. COWGILL,
Secretary.
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Tallahassee, April 19th, 1875

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon the
call of the Governor.

Pregent all the members. .
A bill was presented for expenses as Timber Agent for
the months of February and March by L. G, Dennis for

$50.00 which was allowed.

A letter was received from T. W Osborn Presdt of the
Great Southern Railway Co. requesting that floats
might be issued for the lands accruing to the Company
for construction of the road from the St. Marys river to
Jacksonville, on the ground that there is not sufficient
land to the north of Jacksonville belonging to the Fund
to enable the Trustees to comply with their contract with
the Company, which was read and considered and the Sec-
retary was directed to inform Mr. Oshorn that the Trus-
tees declined to change the terms of the contract and that
when 10 miles of the said road was complefed, they
would be permitted to purchase the stipulated number of
acres nearest the road.

A proposition was received from Andrew E. Hodges
to be permitted to cut all the cedar upon the Trust lands
lying in Township 15 and 16 of Range 16, South and East
paying therefor three cents per cubic foot, wherenpon
. It was Resolved

That the Trustees will sell the cedar timber in the
above mentioned sections to Mr. Hodges at 4 cenfs per
cubie foot. and that if the proposition be accepted by Mr.
Hodges, that the Aitorney General and Commissioner
of Lands and Immigration are instructed to draw up a
contract with Mr. Hodges.

The board then adjourned to meet tomorrow at 1l
a. m.

C. A. COWGILL,
Recretary.

April 20, 187E.
The Trustees met pursuant to adjournment.
All the members present.
A communication was received from Ray P. Eaton at-

torney at law of Washington City D. €., in which he
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stated that the Pensacola & Georgia Railroad Company
had a claim against the United States for balance due
for transporting troops &ec during the year 1865-G6, and
that the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund ap-
peared to be the legal representatives of said Company
and offered his professional services to have the said
claim allowed to the Trustees and on mofion it was
unanimously Resolved That the service of Mr. Eaton be
engaged as he proposes and that the Attorney General be
requested to draw up the necessary papers.

A communication was received from Messrs. Williams,
Swann & Corley enclosing a letter for Wm. H. Ludlow,
in which the possibility of selling all the lands of the
Fund was suggested and requesting to know the price at
which one to 5 millions of land would be sold, whereupon
the Secretary was directed to inform Messrs. Williams,
Swann & Corley, that one million of the Swamp and over-
flowed lands would be sold in tracts of 100,000 acres for
28 cents per acre net and from 2 to 5,000,000 at 25 cents
per dacre net.

In response to varivus communications for Peter Papin
Presdt of the Cooperation Colonization Trust Company
of Florida, the following Resolution was unanimously
adopted.

" Resolved that the Trastees of the I. T. Fund agree to
sell and convey to the Cooperative Colonization Trust
Company of Florida ail lands in Munroe Co. as soon a&
they are patented to the State by the United States at
the rate of ten cents per acre upon which said Company
ghall have made improvemeénts and located a family of
actual settlers for each and every 320 acres provided the
said Company purchase at the same rate all lands that
may be vacant in each and every Township in which a
settlement has been made by it.

The Secretary was directed to forward a copy of said
rexolution to Mr. Papin.
C. A, COWGILL,

Gompt,
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May 1st, 1875.

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber.
Present: M. L. Stearns, Governor.

W. A. Cocke, Atty. Genl.

D. Eaganp, C. L. & 1.

C. A. Cowgill, Compt.
A communication was received from F. Vose as fol-

lows, viz:

Tallahassee, Fla., April 30, *75.

To the Board of Trustees of the Internal Tmprovement

Fund of Florida.

Gentlemen

Being desirous of making a settlement with your
Board for the amount due me as a creditor of the In-
ternal Improvement Fund, I make the following proposi-
tion.

If the Trustees will pay me the sum of four hundred
thousand dollars ($400.000) within one year from date,
I will accept said sum in full settlement of my elaim
against the Fund and surrender all the coupons held by
me whether due or to hecome due. I will further relieve
the Trustees for any responsibility for the collection of
the amount to fall due hereafter from the Florida Rail-
road as Sinking Fund upon the Bonds held by me, taking
the authority from your Board to collect the same in the
name of the Trustees at my own expense.

I will also consent to any arrangement that may be
satisfactory to the Trustees to enter a consent decree for
the discharge of the Receiver in the suit pending between
TS, .

The whole ameount which T c¢laim against this fund is
$560.950.80-100 as per enclosed memorandum.
Respectfully,
F. VOSE.

(Memorandum accompanying the above communici-
tion.)

Statement of F. Vose's claim against the Internal [m-
provement Fund—
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Overdue
5850 Coupons (195 bonds) from March 1,

1861, to March 1875, §35 each............ $ 204,750 00
IniterEatRonrda sl e S e e e e 11]?,4!)3 {457
Expenses of litigation ...................0 55,000 00

$ 267,243 75
ETEBTeR] ane  FEAT! s by s tlivis e s e s $ 25,707 06

$ 292,950 81
To become due 4800 coupons (150 bonds)
from March, '75, to March *91, $35 each... 168,000 00

£ 560,950 81
On motion of Attorney General Cocke the communica-
tion was referred to a committee of two for investiga-
tion and repori; Whereupon,
Messis. Cocke & Eagan were appointed said commit-
tee.
C. A. COWGILL,
Secretary.. .

May 25th, 1875.

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon the
call of the Governor. Present all the members except the
Treasurer.

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved.

A communication was reteived from Wm. H. Gleason
which was read as follows, viz:
To the Hon. Board of Trustees of the In. Imp. Fund of

the State of Florida,
Gentlemen

In pursnance of certain contracts made between myself
and your Honorable Board dated March 12th A. D. 1868,
and February 4th, A. D. 1869, I have completed a canal
or ditch containing three hundred thousand (300,000)
cubic feet in Township forty two Range forty ‘hree east
which canal or ditch connects Lake Worth with the At-

- lantic Ocean, lowers the water in the Lake and drains and

reclaims all the adjoining lands, as appears b) the certi-
ficate and affidavit herewith enclosed,

v
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The work thus performed by me entitles me under the
gaid contracts to receive from your Hon. Board a con-
veyance of six sections of land (one section for each
fifty thousand cubic feet of canal or ditch dug) the same
to be selected by me and on payment to your Board of
forty dollars for each section when conveyed. T herewith
tender to your honorable Board the sum of two hundred
and forty ($240) dollars and requesis a conveyance to me
of the following schedule of lands herekvith enclosed, the
said lands being within the limits of the grants of March
13th A. D. 1868 and Febrnary 4th A. D. 1869—

Very respectfully,
: W. H. GLEASON,
Tallahassee, Fla., May 24th, 1875.

This communication was accompanied by a sworn
statement of Wm. H. Gleason that he had dug the ditch
or canal referred to.

Wherenpon on motion of Mr. Eagan the following pre-
amble and resolution were adopted.

Whereas, Wm. H. Gleason ciaiming to have excavated
three hundred thousand cubie feet of canal or ditch in
Townships Range in pursuance of certain contracts
made between him and this Board dated April 13th 1868
and February 4, 1869, has this day made a demand upon
this Board, for a sale and conveyance to him of six sec-
tions of land at the rvate of forty dollars per seetion and
has tendered therefor the sum of two hundred and forty
dollars being the amount of land and the price therefore
stipulated for the said amount of ditching in the said
coniract; and whereas this Board is now advised that it
has no power to appropriate any of the lands belonging
to the Internal Improvement Fund for the purpose of
drainage or for any other purpose except for the proseen-
lion of the works of Internal Improvement especially
designated in an act to encourage a liberal system of In-
ternal Tmprovement in this State approved Jany. Gth,
1855, or to pay the obligations already contracted in be-
half of said improvements and that the said contracts
are, therefore null and void, therefore.

Be it Resolved that the demand of the said Gleason for
the sale and conveyance as aforesaid he not complied with
for the réasons above stated, :
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A communication was received from Wm. HF. Gleason
asking to be appointed an agent of the Trustees {o sell
the swamp and overflowed lands at the following prices.

Quantities of 50,000 acre at 55 cts pr acre.

Quantities of 100,000 acre at 50 cts pr acre.

Quantites of 200,000 acre at 45 cts pr acre.

Quantities of 500,000 acre at 4ll ¢fs pr acre.

Quantities of 1,000,000 acre at 25 c¢ts pr acre.

Which was read and no further action taken thereon.

The Memorial of E. Hopkins Presdt. of the Lake
Harney & Indian River Tram Road Co. was taken up
for consideration and

It was Resolved that the Trustee feel unable to sell
lands to said Company at a nominal rate as they are now
adviged they have no power to appropriate any of the
lands belonging to the Internal Improvement Fund for
other purposes ihan the prosecution of the works of
Internal lmprovement especially designated in “an act
to encourage a liberal system of Int. Imp. in this State
approved Jany 6Gth 1855 or to pay the obligations already
contracted in behalf of said improvements,

A communication was received from T. W. Osborn in
which he stated that Gen. Ludlow of N. York, requested
him to open negotiations with the Trustees, by which Mr.
Ludlow should be appointed an agent of the Board for
one year or more to sell lands in large quantities in Eu-
rope or elsewhere which was read and no action taken
thereon.

The following letter was presented from Messrs, Wil-
liams, Swann & Corley which was read.

To the Honorable Board of Trustees of ‘he Internal Im-
provement Fund of Florida.
Gentlemen

We have the honor to request that your Board will
make the necessary deeds of conveyance for the lands
heretofore sold by us as agents under the decree of the
court in the suit of Francis Vose vs. the Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Fund. Said sales were reported
from time to time to the Salesman and with one or two
exceptions were made under the scale of prices adopted
by the Trustees.

In those cases where we sold in large quantities at 65
cents per acre. we think the sales were expedient
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and judicious and hope that your Board will coneur with
us relative theretc.
Very respectfully,
Your Obt. Servants,
WILLIAMS, SWANN & CORLEY,
Agents,

Whereupon on motion of Hon. Wm. A, Cocke the fol-
lowing resolution was adopted.

Resolved, That Messrs. Williams, 3wann & Corley be
requested to present to the Trustees a schedule of the
lands sold by them for which they desire to have deeds
made by the Trustees showing at what price said lands
were sold and their charges for commissions upon each
sale, and for other expenses.

On motion the Board adjourned to meet tomorrow at
12 M.

C. A. COWGILL,
Secretary.

May 26th, 1875.

The Board met pursuant to adjournment. Present all
the members except the Treasurer.

The following letter was received from Messrs. wil.*
liams, Swann & Corley.

Tallahassee, Fla., May 26, 1875.
Gentlemen :—

In part compliance with the resolution adopted yes-
terday by your Board we herewith transmit an abstract
of the lands sold by us for which we desire to have deeds
executed to the respective purchasers.

The aggregate quantity of land sold is 8,596.02 acres
and the amonnt of purchase money paid therefor is
$6,535.18. The amount charged by us as commissions on
each sale was ten per cent of the purchase money, making
our total commission amount to $633.51. We also charg-
ed the amounts paid out by us for preliminary expenses
of sale, the special items of which were reported to the
Treasurer of your board from time to time, We cannot to-
day specify the particular items as it would be necessary
to procure them from our own office at Fernandina or
the office of the Master in Jacksonville or from the office
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‘of the Treasurer of your Board. The largest item is the
expense of procuring township plats to enable us to fur-

nish information to applicants to purchase.
Very respectfully,

WILLIAMS, SWANN & CORLEY,
Agents, &e.

After some discussion of this subject Judge Cocke of-
fered the following resolution.

Resolved, That the Trustees sign the deeds for sales of
land as appears by abstract furnishad by Williams,
Swann & Corley to the Trustees on the 26th day of May
1875, reserving such points as to expenses and commis-
sions as the Trustees may make to the Court; and

C. A. Cowgill offered the following as a substitute for
the above Resolution.

Resolved that the Trustees decline to execute deeds for
the lands sold by Mess. Williams, Swann & Corley as
stated in the abstract of such sales this day furnished by
them, for the following reasons.

1st. That in some instances sales of small tracts have

been made at a much lower rate than the price affixed by
the Trustees, and they believe that the same sales would
have been made by themselves at the regular price,
% 2nd. That from the proceeds of the sales embraced in
said abstract Messrs. Williams, Swann & Corley have re-
tained not only ten per cent claimed by them as commis-
sions but also a large amount for preliminary and ofher
expenses, rendering it impracticable for the Salesman to
specify with accuracy the net amount received for each
tract thus embarrassing and obscuring the records of
sale.

3rd. That fo prevent this embarrassment of our records
of sales we think the allowances to Messrs. Williams,
Swann & Corley for all expenses and commissions should
be determined by the Court, and pald out of the funds
in the hands of the Recelver i3l

M. L. Stearns presented a bill of $194.50 for expenses
of self incurred during two visits to Jacksonville on bus-
iness of the Fund and for himself and the other Trustees
attending session of U. 8. Circuit Court in case of F. Vose

B
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vs. the Trustees including telegrams which was allowed
and the Treasurer directed to pay it
« C. A. COWGILL,
Secretary.

Tuesday June 1st, 1875.

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon the
call of the Governor.

Present: M. I. Stearns, Gov.

W. A. Cocke, Atty. Genl.
C. A. Cowgill. Compt.

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved.

C. A, Cowgill offered a preamble and resolution which
was adopted as follows, viz:

Whereas, A. Toggett, Esq.. was appointed Receiver in
the case of . Vose vs. H. Bishee & al on the 1st day of
June A, D. 1872, by the Hon. Philip Frazer Judge of the
T. 8. Circuit Court for the Northern District of Florvida
and under such appointment the said A. Doggett, Esq., has
been making monthly visits to Tallahassee for the pur-
pose of receiving from the Treasurer of the I. T, Fund all
monies that are to be turned over to him by virtue of
said decree at an expense to the Fund of at least $50 fo#
each visit and as the said funds with the monthly state-
ment of accounts can as well and as safely be sent to the
Treasurer hy express to the said A. Doggett, Esq., mak-
ing a saving of more than six hundred dellars per annum,
therefore

Resolved

That the Hon. M. T. Stearns Governor and President
of the Board of Trustees of the I. I. Fund be and he
herehy is appointed representative of the Trustees to call
the attention of lis Honor, Judge Frazer to this subject
and to request from him an order directing the said Re-
ceiver to discontinue his monthly visits to Tallahassee
for the purpose of receiving said funds and to direct the
Treasurer of the I. I. Fund to transmit to the gaid A.
Doggett, Tsq., by express at the end of each month all
funds that should be turned over to him hy virtue of the
aforesaid decree.

Notice was received from Williams, Swann and Corley
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that on the 2nd day of .June they would apply to THon.
Philip Frazer Judge of U. 5. Court for approvai of their
accounts and confirmation of sales of land as agents,

A letter from Williams, Swann & Corley was received
enclosing one from Gen. W. H. Ludlow requesting to be
made exelusive agent for sale of lands in large  bodies,
outside of the State, and Messrs. W. 8. & €, expressed
their desire that such an agreement should be  given to
Gen. L—

Whereupon the Secretary was directed to correspond
with Mr. Ludlow & Messrs. W. 8. & (. on the subject.

C. A. COWGILL, Secretary.

June 30th, 1875.

The Trustees met in the office of the Attorney General,

Presemt: W. A. Cocke, Atty. (Genl. "

Dennis Eagan, Comr, of L. & 1.
(. H. Foster, Treasurer.
C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller.

On motion Hon. Wm. A. Cocke was appointed chair-
man.

L. G. Dennig accounts for expenses incurred as Timber
Agent for $125 for the month of May & $62 for the month
of April were allowed & the Treasurer directed to pay
them.

L. G. Dennis presented a bill for salary as Timber
Agent for 4 & 2-3 mos. from Fehy 10th, to June 30, 1875,
for $233 33-100 which was allowed and the Treasurer di-
rected to pay it.

A bill was presented by Horatio Jenkins, Jr., for ser-
vices as referee in the case of Trustees vs. J. P. & M. R.
R. Co., Waller 8. Littlefield et al., services performed
in April 1874 for $50.00 which was allowed and the
Treasurer directed to pay by the following vote,

Yeas—Messrs. Bagan, Foster & Cowgill.

Nays—Mr. Cocke.

A bill was allowed to the Florida Union for printing
copies of brief of answer & exhibits of Trustees in the
:;oseocase in the May term of the U. & Circuit Court for

0.00.
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C. A. Cowgill presented a bill for fifty dollars for ex-
penses incwired in carrying out a resolution of the Trus-
tees dated August 26th 1874, instructing him to demand
and receive from Moses Taylor of New Yok certain
bonds in his possesszion belonging to the Fund, which
was allowed and the Treas. directed to pay it.

An account was presented from Frank W. Webster
reading as follows:

Internal Impivovement Fund
State of Flovida Dr.
To Frank Webster Dr,
To services aus Salesman of Board of Trustees

I. I. Fund State of Florida from Awungust 5th

1868 to May 15th 1871 at twelve hundred dol-

Tars per-annum. = s s $3,403.33

Whereupon it appearing that during ‘the time that Mr,
Webster served as Salesman of the Board the hire of one
clerk & at times two, was paid by the Trustees for the
use of his office it was

Resolved, That the bill be not allowed, Mr. Webster
having no claim upon the Fund for his services as sales-
man.

C. A. COWGILL, Secy.

Friday July 2, 1875.

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon the
call of the Giovernor.

Present all the members,

The minutes of the last two meetings read & approved.

The following preamble and resolution was adopted
unanimously.

Whereas, Unnecessary expenses have heretofore been
incurred in the monthly transfer of funds to the Receiver
under the decree of the U. 8. Circuit Court, Therefore

Resolved, That the fiscal month close on the 30th of
each month & that the Treasurer be & he is hereby direct-
ed to deliver or cause to be delivered the funds (to be
turned over) to the Receiver, in Jacksonville on the sug-
ceeding day, or as soon thereafter ag may be practicable.

Various communications from Messrs. Williams,
Swann & Corley, & one from Wm. H. TLudlow of New
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York, requesting the appointment of the latter as exclu-
sive agent for the sale of the Swamp & overflowed lands
outside of the State of Florida were presented & after
discussion of the subject they were referred to the Com-
missioner of Lands & Immigration and Attorney General
for report.

Messrs, Williams, Swann & Corley presented a sched-
ule of lands =o0ld by them as agents of the Court with the
expenses incurred upon each sale, and

The salesman was instructed to prepare deeds for all
the lands =old where the price obtained was the schedale
price as adopied by the Trustees, in conformity with the
recent decree of Judge Frazer.

Messrs, Williams Bwann & Corley also requested that

;the Trustees would make deeds to Edward . Hunger-
ford for the lands purchased by him at a lower rate than
the schedule prices urging various reasons therefor, and
after consideration & discussion The salesman was i-
rected to prepare the deed for =aid lands for the signa-
ture of the Trustees.

Application was made by the St. Johns Railway Co.
for a deed for the Alternate sectios of land condition-
ally conveyed to said Company by Sect. 13 of ' 436, No
95, 1858 laws of Florida . and the application with the
accompanying papers were referred to Hon, Wm. A,
Cocke for investigation & report,

A hill for $468.80 was presented hy Henry Wells sur-
viving partner of Randolph & Wells Agents for the se-
lection of Swamp lands for Amt. due for the selection
of lands embraced in the following patents:

Patent No. 9 8St. Augustine land dis’t........ 29.657.80
i 10 g 279325

ig 23 “ 232.06

#* 11 Newnansville land dis't 22.030.81
Fatent No. 16 Tampaland @w’t. .. ........... 3.886.88
: 58.600.80

2 el 2 e b R A 84068.80

which was read and
referred to the Secretary.

An itemized account for professional services rendered
the Trustees for $775. was presented by H. Bisbee, Jr.,
& allowod & the Treasurer directed to pay it.
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M. 505 covv.ooontroduced the following  preamble
anid resolution, viz:

Whereas it appears from the records of the proceedings
of this Board that Calvin B. Dibble and George W.
swepson were on the Sth day of April A. DD, 1869 ap-
pointed the confidential Agents of the Trustees of the 1.
I. Fund of Florida with authority in each to take up the
outstanding first mortgage Bonds of the Pensacola and
Georgia & the Tallabassee R, R, Companies and that the
Attorney General and Comptroller were directed to turn
over to said Dibble & Swepson or either of them all
moneys that may be received by them from the pur-
chasers of said roads at the sale thereof on the 20th day
of March of said year, and whereas it also appears that
the said George . Swepson as such Agent did veceive
from the Attorney General and Comptroller the sum of
four bhundred & seventy-two thousand and sixtyv-five dol-
lars ($472,065) & did receipt for the same.  And whereas
the said Dibble & Swepson have rendered no account of
any bonds of said Companies takén up by them with said
moneys nor in any manner accounted for said moneys to
this Board. Therefare Be it Resolved, That the power
and authority hervetofore conferred upon George W,
Swepson amd Calvin B. Dibble as the agents of  this
Board fo {ake up or purchase with said moneys any
bonds issued by the said Railroad Companies be and the
same is herehy revoked.

Znd. Resolved that the attorney and solicitor of this
toard be and he is hereby instructed to proceed without
delay to compel the said Swepson to account for the said
moneys so received as aforesiaid and fo receive from said
Swepson any Donds of said Companies  which he has
taken up if any, and the balance of such purchase money
now due from him,

3rd. And be it further resolved that for the purpose of
assuring the peyment at maturity of the principal of the
said outstanding Bonds of said Railroad Companies, the
Treasuver of thizx Board is hereby directed to invest all
moneys which may be received on account of said pur-
chase mones or on account of any sinking Fund that may
now be due in United States Bonda and to invest the in-
terest that may accrue thereon in United States Bonds.



103

4th, And in view of the very large interest the State
of Florida has in the Railroads formerly owned by the
said Companies and now owned by the Jacksonville, Ten-
sacola and Mobile Railroad Company as the holder of
three thousand bonds of the latter Company of the de-
nomination of one thousaund dollars each dated January
1st, 1870, maturing in 1900, which interest the State is
now endeavoring to protect by Judicvial proceedings and
otherwise, that in case said moneys can not he collected
from the said Swepson and it becomes mnecessary to re-
sort to said last mentioned Railroad Company, and said
Railroad property and to proceed to collect therefrom
any of moneyrs adjudged to be due from said Company
by the decree of the Circuit Court of Duval County ren-
dered April 2nd, 1874 & in that event in order that the
rightr of the State as a holder of said Railroad honds
may be protected to the utmost extent—

Be it resolved That it is the opinion and judgment of
this Board that every effort should be made to collect so
much and no more of said moneys adjudged due by said
decree, from the income and revenue of said Railroad and
its property to be invested in said bonds of the United
States or other good security of the United States as will
be sufficient together with the one per cent. sinking Fund
per annum dne npon the said outstanding Donds to pay
off said Bonds at matuarity.

Judge Cocke moved that the resolution be amended by
striking out the 3 & 4th resolution which motion was lost
by the following vote.

Yeas—Mr. Cocke.

- Nays—Messrs. Cowgill, BEagan, Foster & Stearns.

The preamble and resolutions were then adopted by the
following vote:

Yeas—Mess. Cowgill, Bagan, Foster & Stearns.

Nays—Mr. Cocke.

The Board then adjonrned,
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Tallahassee, Flovida, July 12th, 1875,

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon the
call of the Governor.

The Treasurer was directed to refund to Hugh A.
Corley agent for F. 8. Merritt $39.50 payment made on
the 14th day of September A. D). 1874 fo the Salesman,
for 391 acres of land which belonged to the United
Btates, said land being the 8. W. qr of the N. W. qgr. of
Sect. 36, T. 21 &. R. 23 L.

The Committee to whom was referred the propositions
of Mess. Williams, Swann & Corley & W. H. Ludlow con-
cerning the sale of land in England through the appoint-
ment of Hon. Revendy Johnson as Agent presented the
following Resolution:

Whereas the accumulation of indebtedness against
the Internal Improvement Fund of Florida by reason of
the nonpayment of coupons upon guaranteed Railroad
Bonds during the Rebellion and the annually aeccruing
liability for coupons falling due and the expenses of liti-
gation consequent upon institution of judiecial proceed-
ings by certain holders of said coupong render the ordi-
nary sales of lands to settlers inadequate to meet the
demands upon the Fund and the Trustees believe that
without some extraordinary effort on their part te ob-
tain an amount sufficient to pay off the indebtedness
which has already acerued, the greater part of the Int.
Imp. Fund, will be consumed in paying the iaterest
upon the bonds already issued and the expenses of liti-
gation leaving but little, if anything to be applied to
any further improvement in the State, and whereas it
has been strongly represented to us that by the employ-
ment of a reliable and influential agent to place before
the capitalists of England a true statement of the value
of our lands they could be induced to invest a sufficient
amount in the purchase of said lands to enable us to pay
off the present indebtedness and relieve the Fund from
further embarrassment provided the price of said land
shall be made sufficiently low to offer extraordinary in-
ducements for such investment: and whereas we believe
" that the Hon. Reverdy Johnson of Maryland hy reason of
his high reputation at home and abroad and his zsequaint-
ance with the custfoms and manners of the English people,
is eminently qualified to assist us in making sales of land
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for the purpose aforesaid and has consented to act as our
agent in the premises. Therefore

Be it Resolved by the Trustees of the Internal Im-
provement Fund of the State of Florida, That Reverdy
Johngon of Maryland be and is hereby appointed the
agent of this Board for the purpose of negotiating sales
of the lands belonging to the Internal Improvement
Fund lying East of the Apalachicola River provided the
quantity of lands sold by him as such agent shall not
be less than one million acres nor more than three million
acres, such sales to he made within six months from this
date and on the following terms: If less than two million
acres be cold by said agent the amount to be paid there-
fore into the Internal Improvement Fund shall be twenty
eight cents per acre free from all charges and expenses.
The lands that may be sold by such agent to he selected
by the purchaser thereof, in tract containing not less
than one hundred thousand acres of contiguous lands. In
making such selections tracts shall be considered contigu-
ous whica ave not separated by other lands belonging to
the Fund. that is fo say. when two tracts of land belong-
ing to the Fund are separated by lands helanging to the
United States or individuals, they shall for the pur-
poses aforesaid be considered contignous tracis.

2. Be it further resolved. That the Board will execute
guch papers as may be neecssary ta satisfy all parties in-
terested that our said agent has full anthority to act in
the premises on behalf of the Trustees and to erable said
agent to forunish to purchasers the legal evidence to sus-
tain any contract made throwgh him and for that purpose
the Board will execute a deed conveving to the said Rever-
dy Johnson three million of acres of land to be selected by
himi or his assigns in the manner hereinbefore set forth a
copy of which deed shall be delivered to the said Reverdy
Johnson and the original thereof shall he deposited with
.................. of London to he delivered to the said
Johnson npon his payment to said....................
............ of an amount sufficient to place seven hun-
dred and fifty thousand dollars in the Banking house of
.......................................... in the city
of New York to the credit of 1he Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund, and the Board will further execute
a power of Attorney to said Reverdy Johnson authoriz-
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ing him to sell three million of acres of land in quantities
and on the terms hereinbefore specified, conditioned
however that of the moneys received by him from such
sales an amount equal to twenty-five cents per acre, for
the lands =0 sold shall be paid to the said............
................................... in London to the
credit of the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
I'und, and the Board will further furnish to said agent
an appointment as the agent of the Board for the pur-
poses aforesaid upon the same terms and conditions.
Be it further resolved that a committee be appointed
consisting of Messra: \{ .. v vei oty a SR ke o ot
...................... to confer with our agent and to
arrange all matters preliminary to the assuming of such
agency and to make such arrangements in New Yeork
ag may be necessary to carry out all matters connected
with or to result from any sales that may be made by
=aiid agents and said Committee is requested to proceed
immediately to New York for the purpose aforesaid.
Said Committee are specially instructed to see to the
safe deposit of the deed herein agreed to be made in the

of London and to arrange with the Banking house of. ...

....................................... in New York
for the proper transfer of any funds that may be received .
in England belonging to the Iaternal Tmprovement Fund
s0 that the same may be received in New York and held
subject to the further onder of the Trustees.

4. Be it further resolved that if the said Committee shall
after proceeding to New York, and consulting with the
parties through whom the sales of land as above stated
are proposed to be negotiated, deem it advisable to retain
the papers herein agreed to be executed and not deliver
them said Commitiee are hereby clothed with full author-
ity to do so, and they are further authorized to execute
on behalf of {he Board of Trustees any other paper that
may be necssary to carry out the proposed sale or to
withdraw all offers heretofore made in their diseretion.

On motion of (1. A. Cowgill the first blank in the 3rd
resolution was filled with the names of “M. 1. Stearns
Governor & Dennis Eagan Commissioner.”

The preamble & resolutions were then unanimously
adopted.
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The appointment of Reverdy Johnson as agent under
the second resolution was signed, and also the deed, said
deed to be placed in some banking house in London in
eBCTOW,

C. A. COWGILL,
Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, July 30th, 1875.

The Trustees met in the office of the Attorney Gen-
eral.

Present—Messrs. Cocke, Foster & Cowgill.

The following preamble and resolution was unani-
mously adopted:

Whereas the Treasurer of the I. I. Fund receipted in
the month of June to Williams, Swann & Corley agents
of the U. 8. Court for the sale of lands for draft Nio.
T48 dated Jume Tth, 1875. drawn by 8. A. Swann on
Duncan Sherman & Co., of N. York amounting to $224.
14-100 and turned into the Treasury $224.14-100 cash for
said draft, and whereas said draft upon being forwarded
for collection has been returned protested for nonpay-
ment,

Therefore resolved That the Treasurver C. H. Foster be
reimbursed to the amount of said draft, of $224.14-100
and he is hereby anthorized to place that amount to hia
credit.

A bill of the Telegraph Co. against C. H. Foster, Tr.
I. I. F. for $4.00 was allowed & ordered paid.

C. A. COWGILL, Secy.

Tallahassee, Florida, September 29th, 18753, "

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber.

Present—Messrs. Stearns, Eagan & Cowgill.

PN T (00 e S e e e SRR v
the decree made by R. B. Archibald Judge of the 4th -
Judicial Circuit on the 20th of Aungust 1875, in the case
of “The Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund &
State of Florida vs. The Jacksonville Pensacola & Mobile
R. R. Co. The Florida Central R. R. Co, M. 8. Littlefield
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& al,” was presented by H. Bishee, Jr., Attorney for -he
Board, and the Secretary was directed to have it re-
corded in the clerk’s office of Leon County.

On motion it was unanimously

Resolved,

That the Treasurer be & he is hereby directed to pay
to H. Bisbee, Jr., Attorney for the Board one thousand
dollars for professional services as said Attorney and
for expenses incurred in the suits in the State & U. 8.
Court in which the Trustees are parties said expenses to
be idesignated in a hill of items with proper vouchers.

Accounts of L. G. Dennis Timber Agent for expenses
incurred for $100, in the month of June & $53.00 in the
month of Jely. were presented, allowed & the Treasurer
directed ro pay them.

An account ¢f Edwin Higgins clerk of Duval Co. for
$15.25 for fees in case of Trustees v. J. P. & M. R. . Co.
et ul. was presented & allowed & the Treasurer direcied to
pay it.

The following preamble and resolution was unanimous-
Iy adopted: !

Whereas the N. E. 1 of 8. Ii. 1 of Bection 23 T. 4 13,
R. 10 W was sold to W. H. Milton on the 6th day of May
1874 and deed No. 6689 issned for same & the said tract
was subsequently sold to John Donalson and deed No.
6804 was issued to said Donalson for the said land &
whereas said tract of land was.again sold on the 13th
day of January 1875 to Charles Keep & deed No. 6837
was issued for said land to said Keep and whereas the
last two entries of Messrs, Donalson & Keep were made
through error of the land office & the last two named
deeds having been returned to the Land office & D. Eagan
Commissioner of lands having refunded the purchase
money paid by Messrs. Donalson & Keep.

Therefore he it resolved that the said deeds be can-
celled and the enfries annulled and the sum of $80 he
refunded to D). Tagan Commissioner in payment of the
purchase money refunded by bim, & the Treasurer be &
he is hereby directed to pay the same.

The Secretary presented the following letter from A.
Doggett, Esq., which was read, viz:—

-
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Jacksonville 8, 2 1875.

C. A. COWGILL,

Secy of the B. 1. 1. E.
Tallahassee, Fla.

Bir— )

The getion of the Board of Trustees of the . Internal
Improvement Fund of July 2nd in relation to the turning
over to me the proceeds of sales of lands has been re-
ceived through the Treasurer.

Believing it to be in strict accordance with my duty
as Receiver to make monthly visits or oftener if neces-
sary, to Tallahassee to demand and receive of the Trus-
tees the proceeds of sales of lands, I discover nothing in
the Resolution of the Board which should cause me to
change that belief and depart from the course hitherto
pursued.

1 am confirmed in the correciness of this belief, when
a reference is made to the recent application by the Board
to the Court to have this part of my duty cease and the
refusal by the Court to do so. Will you be kind enough to
put this communiecation before the Board.

Very respectfully,
s A. DOGGETT, Receiver.

The Secretary was directed to acknowledge the receipt
of the communication and to inform Mr. Doggeft that
the Trustees adhered to their course of turning over the
funds, expressed in their resolution of July Znd.

Mr. Eagan submitted the following letter received
from A. Doggett, viz:

Jacksonville, 9, 17, 1875.
Mr. Dennis Eagan—
Tallahassee, Fla—
Dear Sir:

Will you do me the favor hereafter in your monthly
reports of lands sold to give the T. R. & Sec—in which
the lands are situated.

Very respectfully,
A. DOGGETT, Receiver.

And requested instructions from the Trustees, but the
Board-declined to give any.

A communication was received from Thos. C. Lanier
& other Directors of Lake George, Lake Eustis & Gulf
R. R. Co. requesting grant of alternate sections of land
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upon route of said road for 6 miles upon either side, and
the Secretary was directed to reply, that the request
could not be complied with, on account of injunctional
orders igsued by the U. 8, Circuit Court.
C. A. COWGILL,
Secretary.

Thursday, Oct. 28th, 1875.

The Trustees met in the Ixecutive office upon the call
of the Governor.

Present: (Gov. M. L. Stearns.

Atty. Genl. Wm. A. Cocke.
Comr. of Lands, D. Eagan.
Comptroller, €. A. Cowgill.

J. M. Baker, Esq., appeared as Attorney for the St.
Johns Railway Co. and requested that deeds should be
made for the odd numbered sectiong of land within 6
miles of {he suid Railway, to the Company, aceording
to 8. 13 of Chap. 936 laws of Florida claiming that the
Company had complied with the provisions of the charter,
& were therefore entitled to said lands. Whereupon, Hon.
Wm. A. Cocke offered a resolution as follows, viz:

Resolved, That the Trustees of the I. T. Fund refuse
to comply with the request of the 8t. John's railway Co.
and the resolution wag adopted by the following vote:

Yeas—Messrs. Stearns, Cocke & Cowgill.

Nays—Mr. Eagan.

The Secretary presented a communication from AL
Doggett, Esq., which was read as follows—

Jacksonville, 10, 16, 1875.
“To the Board of Trustees of the Internal Imiprovement
Fund of the State of Florida—
Gentlemen :—

Deeming 1l necessary for a proper discharge of my
duty as Receiver of said Fund to have a monthly state-
ment showing the location of lands sold by T. R. Sec.
or fractiong of Sec. you will he kind enough to in-
struct the Salesman to furnish me with the  same
monthly.

Also that the Treasurer of the Fund accompanying
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his monthly accounts with copies of vouchers or re-
ceipts of moneys disbursed.
Very respectfully,

(Signed) A. DOGGETT,

x Receiver 1. I. 1"

The Secretary was directed to acknowledge the re-
icgipt of the letter, and to inform Mr. Doggett that the
Trustees decline to give any instruciion to the Salesman
and Treasurer, believing that they knew & would fulfiil
their duties as prescribed Ly the rules of the Trustees or
directed by the decrees of the Court.

The following bills were allowed and the Treasurer di-
rected to pay them, viz:

To J. M. & H. J. Baker, for professional services
in case of Francis Vose vs. Trustees, during years 1874
& 1875 $700.00.

To E. Higgins Clerk of Duval Circnit Courf, fees in
cage of Gleason vs. Trustees, $23.70,

To Philip Walter. Clk. of U. 8. Court, fees, etc., in case
Vose ys. Trusiees, $26.50.

C. A. COWGILL, Secretary.
Tallahassee, Florida, Nov. 10th, 1875.

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber, Present
all the Trustees.

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved.

The following preamble and resolution was presented
and unanimously adopted :

Whereas Marcellus L. Stearns Governor & Dennis
Eagan Commissioner of Lands and Immigration acting
under the authority of this Board, on the 27th day of
July last placed in the hands of Drexel Morgan & Co. of
New York, their draft drawn on Reverdy Johnson Lon-
don, for the sum of $753,768.75 in American ecurrent
funds (Greenhacks) or its equivalent in Ineolish sterl-
ing and also an accompanying package, said draft and
package, to be transmitted to London with a stipulation
that if the said draft should not be paid on or before the
first day of December 1875 the papers should be returned
to the Trusfees of the Internal Tmprovement Fund with-
out charge—and whereas unexpected delays have oc-
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eurred in certain negotiations which were expected to be
consumated by the payment of the draft and delivery of
said package, making it important to the inferests in-
volved that an extension of time should be given to the
said Reverdy Johnson for the payment of said draft.

Therefore, Be it resolved by the Trustees of the In-
ternal lmprovement Fund of the State of Florida that
the said Marcellug L. Stearns Governor and said Dennis
Tagan Commissioner are hereby authorized & instructed
to extend the time for the payment of the draft drawn
by them on the said Reverdy Johnson as hereinbefore set
forth, to the 13th day of January next instead of the first
day of December.

C. A. COWGILL, Secretary.

Tuesday, Nov. 30th, 1875.

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon the
call of the Governor.

Present all the members.

The following communication was received and read,
viz:—

To the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement

Fund:

The St. Johns Railway Company claims the whole of
odd numbers ef sections and fractional sections of lands
of the State of Florida the adjacent line of which is
within six miles on each side and from the terminns of
said road which has been completed and in good running
order. The Company claims that the said lands were
vested in them by grant of lands under the provisions of
13th section of the act of Legislature of the State ¢f Flor-
ida approved December 3lst, 1858. The Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Fund having refused to recognize
the validity of the {itle of said lands under said grant.

The said Company desiring to avoid litigation and to
secure an amicable settlement of the questions involved
herehy offers as a compromise between said Company
and the Board of Trustees, as a further consideration for
said lands to pay to the Board of Trustees of said fund
the Bum iaE i s e e
per acre upon agreement by said Trustees to make and
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execute titles for said lands as located and specified in
the survey of the same as certitied August 27, 1859,
(Bigned) ST. JOHNS RAILWAY COMPANY.
Pr. D. G. AMBLER,
‘ . President.

Mr. J. M. Baker presenfed reasons why such a sale
should be made & after some consideration the subject
was postponed until tomorrow.

The Governor presented a communication he had re-
ceived from L. 1. Barnett Commissioner of Lands of the
U. 8. in which he stated thit the E4 of 8. I3, § of See. 35—
Town. 35 South Range 41 ast which was approved to
the State by patent of June 26, 1856, had been entered by
Ossian B. Hart, March 6, 1549, under the armed occupa-
tion act & therefore the land was erroneously patented
to the State of Florida & requested that the appavent title
held by the State be relinquished in order that a patent
may issue to Ossian B. Hart, and Mr. Eagan the Commis-
sioner of Lands certifving that the land in question had
not been disposed of by the State it was Resolved, That
the Trustees will relinquish their title to the land in
question to the United States.

A communication was received from D. L. Yulee V.
P. & Actg Presdt of the N. G. & W. L. Transit Co. which
was read as follows:

Fernandina, Fla.,
March 9, 1875.
Gentlemen :—

On the 25 of January 1870, I communicated to you by
letter of that date notification of the transfer by the
Florida Rail Road Company of a portion of their line to
the South Florida Railroad Company the receipt of
which was acknowledged by letter from J. 8. Adams
SBecty by order of your Board.

And on the 14th November 1871 His excellency Har-
rison Reed Governor & President Board Trustees Int.
Imp. Fund acknowledged the filing of a copy of the con-
tract of transfer to the said South Florida Company
dated Nov. 2, 1871. *

I have now to inform you that owing to the failure
of the said South Florida Company t& construet the said
road as required by the terms of the said contract, the

811
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same has been cancelled by a Decree of the Judge of the
Circuit Court for the 5th Jud. Circuit sitting in chan-
cery and that the Florida Railroad Company (now by
authority of Law called the Atlantic Gulf & West India
Transit Company) has resumed all its rights in and to
the said uncompleted portion of their line the same as
though such contract with the said South Florida Rail-
road Company had never been made.

T encloge herewith to be filed with this communication
in the archives of your Board a certified transeript of the
Decree made by the Judge of the said fifth Judicial Cir-
cuit on the 25th day of July 1874, ordering such cancel-
lation and restoring this Company to the possession of all
its preexisting rights—

Oblige me by acknowledging the receipt of this commu-
nication, stating in such acknowledgement the purport of
this communication to serve this Company as evidence
of the notification herein made. I have the honor to be

Your Obt. Servant,
D. L. YULEE,
V. B. & Aet. Presdt.

Tao the Trustees of the 1. I. F. of the State of Florida:

The Secretary was directed to acknowledge the receipt
of the communication & file it with the transcript re-
ferred to.

The following hills were presented and allowed and the
Treasurer directed to pay them:

F. F. Myers expenses to Jacksonville 3 visits, in Sept.,
Oct. & Nov. to take funds to Receiver............ $16.00
To L. G. Dennis, expenses as Timber Agent month

of Beptember couni b e e 50.00
Bo L. G, Dennis, expenses as Timber Agent month

of ‘Dctober .7 L. ol e 62.00

The Board adjourned to meet tomorrow Dec. 1st, at
11 o'clock.

C. A. COWGILL,
¢ Secretary.
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Wednesday, Dec. 1, 1875.

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber,

Present all the members. Minutes of last meeting
read and adopted.

After some discussion of the proposition of the St
Johns Railway Co. to purchase the odd numbered sections
of land adjoining their road, Mr. Ambler asked leave to
withdraw it, which was granted—The meeting then ad-
journed.

€. A. COWGILL, BSecy.

Friday, Decr 3rd, 1875.

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber npon the
call of the Governor.

Present M. L. Stearns, Wm. A. Cocke, Dennis Eagan,
C. A, Cowgill, and C. H. Foster.

Marcellug A. Williams appeared hefore the Board and
requested that he might he appointed Agent to sell lands
Sounth of the Suwannee River and that an office should
be established in Jacksonville for the purpose of exhibit-
img plats and making sales, and after some discussion
the further consideration of the subject was postponed
until next meeting.

The bill of Henry Wells, surviving parlner of TRan-
dolph & Wells, for selecting swamp lands embraced in
patents Nos. 9, 10, 11, 8t. Augustine land district and
No. 11 of Newnansville district and No. 16 of Tampa dis-
trict for $468.80 was allowed and the Treasnrer directed
to pay it.

It was Resolved That Governer M. I.. Stearns be re-
quested to proceed to Jacksonville next week and attend
the sessions of the U. 8. Circuit Court as the representa-
tive of the Trustees in the case of Vose vs. the Trusiees.

The following preamble and Resolution was unani-
mously adopted :—

Whereas on the 29th of June, 1868, the Trustees “or
dered that the moneys on hand realized from the sale of
the Florida Atlantic & Gulf Central Railroad Company
be placed in the hands of Edward Houston to purchase
the outstanding bonds of said Company issued under the
provisions of the Internal Improvement Act, the said
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Edward Houston to act in this mafter as the speeial
agent of the Trustees of the I. I. Fund.” Aund \yhereas,
the said Edward Houston, prior to May 16th, 1872, pur-
chased sundry of the aforesaid bonds and by an account
rendered of that date showed that a balarce of $5.430 of
the sum placed in his hands b vthe resolution of June 29,
1868, still remained unexpended and whereas the Trus-
tees requested the said Edward Wouston to vetain the
said balance until further order. Now therefore—

Be it Resolved :—

That the Treasurer be divected to collect from the exe-
cutors of the said Edward Popuston the above sum of
$5,430 helonging to the sinking fund applicable to the
payment of the bond of the Fia. A. & G. C. R. R. Co.

C. A. COWGILL,
Secretary.

December 16, 1785.

The Trustees met in the Exeentive Chamber upon the
call of the Governor.

All the members present. y

The following preamble and resolution was adopted:

Whereas it has been represented to the Trustees that
the public convenience requirves the establishment of an
office in Jacksonville for the sale of State lands, there-
fore be it resolved, That the Commissioner of Lands and
Imigration is herebhy authorized to establish such agency
in Jacksonville if he should deem it expedient and practi-
cable under such regulations as he may prescribe, provi-
ded that all the expenses attending such agency, includ-
ing commission to agents, shall not exceed ten per cent
of the sales made through such agency.

Tallahassee, Florida, Wednesday, Deer. 26th, 1875.
The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon the
call of the Governor.
Present: M, L. Stearns, Governor.
C. H. Foster, Treas.
Dennis Eagan, C. of L. & 1.
C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller.
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Minutes of last meéting read and approved.

The following preamble and resolution was presented
and unanimously adopted, viz:—

Whereas, the Governor of this State has appointed and
authorized Dlennis Eagan, the Commissioner of Landa
and Immigration and a member of this Board to receive
the railroad and property of the Jacksonville, Pensacola
and Mobile R. R. Company from Robert Walker, Isq.,
the receiver appointed by the Supreme Court of the Uni-
ted States in the case of the Stafe of Florida vs. Edward
C. Anderson, Jr.. et al: and to take the general manage-
ment of said railroad until the sale thereof of other man-
agement can be provided for;

And whereas the Board of Trusiees is inferesied in se-
curing the application of the net income of said railroad
to the payment of the debt due from said Company to the
said Board, therefore;

Resolved, that Dennis Eagan. the Commissioner of
Lands and Tmmigration be and he is hereby appointad
and authorized to represent the interest of the Board of
Trustees and to receive the net income and tolls of =aid
railroad until further action shall be taken in the prem-
ises.

A communication was received from R. B.  Archibald
inquiring what assistance the Trustees wonld render to
wards the building of a first class railroad from TLake
George to Lake Harris or Lake Eustis. which was read
and referred to the Commissioner of Lands and TImmi-
gration.

The Treasurer was directed to pay to H. Bishee, Jr.,
counsel for the Board. five hundred dollars for services in
the State and Federal Courts; also to pay the following
bills :

To Edwin Higgins ¢lk. C. C. Duval County for tran-
seript of proceedings in case of Trusfees ve, J. P'. & M. R.
R. Co. to be nsed in Federal Comrt Jacksonville, $135.00.
To Fred T. Myers

Clerk of Supreme Court costs in ease of Trustees T,

IR W B Geamon . L) o e $8.92
To G. W. Edmondson
To repairs in State Land office. . .............. $2.25

C. A. COWGILL,
. Compt. & Secretary.
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January 10th, 1876.

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber.

Present: M. L. Stearns, Governon.

W. A. Cocke, Atty. Gen.
C. H. Foster, Treas.
C. A. Cowgill, Compt.

A commmanication was presented from Wm. H. Ludlow
requesting the time for the delivery of the deed of lands
to Reverdy Johnson and the payment of the draft might
be further extended, whereupon it was Resolved ,

That the Governor and Commissioner of TLands are
hereby anthorized to extend the time for the payment of
the draft drawn by them on the Hon, Reverdy .Johnson
to the 1st day of April next.

C. A. COWGILI,,
Secretary.

January 13th, 1876.

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber.
Present: M. L. Stearns, Gov.

Wm. A. Cocke, Atty. Genl

D. Eagan, Comr. of Lands.

(. A. Cowgill, Comptroller.

An applieation was received from Joseph Dallas re-
questing the cancellation of entry of N. W. qr of 8. E.
qr & B} of 8. B} of 8. 17 in T. 1, 8. R. 5 E. & the refund-
ing of the purchase nioney amounting to $95.94-100, stat-
ing that he had been misled by false information into
making an erroneons entry and desired to have it cancell-
ed in order thaf he might purchase another tract heing the
one originally desired to be purchased & on motion it was
resolved that the purchase of said land conveyed by deed
No. 6793 be cancelled and the Treasurer be directed to
refund to the said Joseph Dallas the purchase money
¥ , as afocesaid stated.

An account of M, L. Stearns Governor & D. Eagan
Com. of Lands & In. for §550 for expenses as a commit-
tee directed to proceed to N. York on business for Trus-
tees in July 1875 for five hundred & fifty «lollars was pre-
sented & allowed & the Treasurer dirvected to pay it

The following resolution wag adopted: .
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Resolved, That Wm. A. Cocke be & he is hereby em-
ployed as counsel to represent the Trustees in th.e ap-
plication made or to be made by the St Johns Railway
Co. in the Courts of the State to compel the Trustees to
make deeds to the said Company for the odd numbered
sections of land adjoining said road.

Mr. 8. B. McLin made application for the purchase of
certain tracts of land lying in T. 21 & 22 R. 32 & T. 23
R. 35 also T. 22 R 29—& 22 & 23 of R. 30 being about
three thousand acres at 60 cents per acre, & on motion,
the application was granted.

Ce A. COWGILL,

Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, Friday, January 21st, 1876,

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon the
call of the Governor.

Present: M. 1. Stearns, Gov.

C. H. Foster, Treas.
C. A. Cowgill, Secty,

Minutes of last meeting read & approved.

A cémmunication was received from J. D. Stanberry
Attorney for [l. 8. Randford, requesting that the Trustees
should cancel the sale of Lot 1, 8, 18 T. 7 8. R. 20 E.
made Nov. 10, 1875, to Williamm Bradford on the ground
that the land did not belong to the Trustees but to pri-
vate parties who derived their title from the Spanish
Government which was read and considered and on mo-
tion the Secretary was directed to reply to the said com-
munication, That the request can not be complied with
88 the Trustees have no power to revoke a sale of land
made by them without the consent of the purchaser and
also to express the regret of the Board that any action
of theirs should apparently infringe upon the rights of
other parties,

_011 motion the Treasurer was directed to pay to H.
Bisbee, Jr.. counsel five hundred dollars' on account of
services in the State & Federal Courts,

-
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Tallahasgee, February 5, 1876.

A meeting of the Trustees was held in the office of the
Treasurer upon the call of the Governor.

Present: C. H. Foster, Treas,

Dennis Eagan, C. L. & L.
C. A, Cowgill, Compt.

On motion it was unanimously ordered That the Treas-
urer be & he is hereby directed to pay to W. A. Cocke two
hundred dollars on account of services as Attorney of
the Board in the case of the St. Johns Railway Company
vi. The Trustees,

Mess. Williams & S®ann agents for sale of land pre-
sented an account of $62.70, commissions on sales during
the month of January, which was allowed and the Treas-
urer directed to pay it.

C. A. COWGILL,
Secrefary.

Mouday, February 17th, 1876.

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon the
call of the Governor.

Present: M. L. Stearns. Governor.

W. A. Cocke, Atty. Genl.
D. Eagan, C. L, & 1.
C. H. Foster, Treas,

In the absence of the Secretary €. H. Foster was ap-
pointed Secretary pro tem.

The Governor presented a communication from Jack-
son, Lawton & Bassenger & T. W. Brevard, Walker &
Baker Rolicitors of E. C. Anderson et al., which was read
as follows, viz:—

Tallahassee, Fla.,
Feb. 11, 1876.
To His Excellency Governor Stearns et al. Trustees of
the Internal Improvement Fund of the State of Flor-
ida :
Gentlemen :—

We are the solicitors of recard of E. (. Anderson
et al. holders of the bonds of the Pensacola. Georgia and
Tallahassee Railroad Companies, who obtained a decree
in the Circnit Court of the Wnited States for the sale
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of the lines of Railroad formerly owned by those compa-
nies,

As we understand the opinion and decree of {he Su-
preme Court of the United States, that Court has decided
that you have a vendor’s lien on the Jacksonville, I’en-
gacola and Mobile Railroad for the sum of $472,000, with
interest, for the balance of the purchase money due on the
sale of said roads made by your predecessors on March
20, 1869; that said vendof's lien has precedence over ile
4,000,000, of mortgage bonds held by the State in ex-
change for an equal number of its own bonds; that it Is
Yyour absolute duty to proceed against said property for
the collection of said sum; that when said collection shall
be made it will be your duty to pay. first, the arrears of
interest due on the P. & G. bonds; secondly, such of said
bonds as are due: thirdly, the interest and bonds as thev
shall hereafter fall due. unless you purchase up and re-
tire said bonds; fourthly, that nothing in said decree is in-
tended to preclude said P. & G. bondholders to demand
and receive from the State of Florvida or the said Trus-
tees, out of the proceeds of said property the principal
and interest which may now be or may hereafter hecome
due on their bonds.

We respectfully ask that vou inform in writing. without
delay, whether you hold in all particulars, the same
views of the trne meaning of the said opinion and decree
of the Supreme Court of the Tnited States that we have
above expressed, and if not, that you will state in what
particular or particulars you differ from said views.

It has been intimated to us that yon will not con-
sider it vour duty to make sale of the property, or fo
take any stepe whatever against the property o raise
the amount necessary to pay the arrears of interest.
Indeed in vour hill filed in the Supreme  Courr of ihe
United States one of your prayers was that said court
would “further decree that said defendants, as such hond
holders must exhaust the trust fund (the Tnfernal Tn-
provement TFund) aforesaid, hefore they have any
equity to have recourse to said Railroad Companies for
the payment of the principal of interest of said honds.”

We take quite a different view of the meaning of the
langunage which has heen used by the Supreme Court.

We think our clients ha%e a right to demand of you
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the immediate payment in cash of the principal and inter-
est which are now due to them upon their bonds as well
the interest which fell due prior, as the interest which
has fallen due subsequently to the sale of March 20, 1869,

Accordingly we respectfully make demand of the
amount so due.

We think it but just to our clients that all issues of
the kind referred to, arising nunder the recent opinion and
decree of the Supreme Court of*the United States, should
be fally disposed of before the property shall pass from
the hands of the receiver. And as you are the Trustees
of our clients on whom the law has imposed the duty of
collecting theiv money and paying it over to them, we
beg that you will at your earliest convenience communi-
cate fully your views to us, their Aftorneys, answering
fully our questions, and stating fully your own views and
imtentions. We are the more earnest in the request that
vou will give a prompt answer to this application, because
of the fact that we may find it necessary, should you dif-
fer from us in the views above expressed, to seek protec-
tion for our clients, in the enjoyment of whit we believe
. to be their rights, from the Supreme Court itself on Mon-

day, the 28 inst.

We have the honor to be respectfully, your obedient ser-
vants.

(Signed) JACKSON, LAWTON & BASSENGER
T. W. BREVARD.
WALKER & BAKER.

On motion the Goyernor was directed to reply to said
letter as follows, by the following vote:

Yeas—Messrs., Stearns, Eagan and Foster.

Nays—Mr. Cocke.

Tallahassee, Fla., Feby. 17, 1876.
Jackson, Lawton & Bassenger, Walker & Baker, T. W.
Brevard, Solicitors of P. & G. bondholders.
Gentlemen ;

Your communication of the 11th inst., addressed to the
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of Florida,
has been received, and I am directed by the Board to au-
awer as follows:

This is the first communication we have received from
you or any representatives of the bonds held by your
clients since we have been in gffice. After four years of
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us in every effort we have made to discharge our duties to
them and to the State, we are gratified to hear from you
directly, but regret that your first communication should
threaten further litigation.

You ask us to give you an interpretation
of the decree of the Supreme Court of the
United States rendered in the State v. Edward (. Ander-
son et al, (in which this Court expressly says we are not
litigants before it,) and if we do not interpret it as you
do, you will this the ground for further litigation.

We are informed from an affidavit made by Daniel P.
Holland on the 14th of January last, and filed in the cuse
above stated thut Henry R. Jackson, Esq., who vlaims to
represent the most of said bonds, proposes.to consent to
the delivery of the Railroad to Mr. Holland and to give
him a term of years to pay your clients demands.

Therein, again you appear to be opposing us in the per-
formance of our duties and in our efforts to subject the
Railroad property to the payment of the demands we
hold against it.

This appears to us very strange and inexplicable. No
one has any authority to intimate that we do nof intend
to proceed to obtain satisfaction of the vendor's lien for
the balance of the purchase money.  °

It is within your knowledge that we have already ob-
tained a judgment in the Cireuit Court of Duval Conaty
against your opposition for such purchase money, and we
have to add that we are only waiting the discharge of the
receiver now in possession of the road to proceed to ob-
tain satisfaction of said judgment. i

When the said moneys are collected, if we shall refuse
to pay over to you any portion to which vou deemn your-
selves entitled, we presume you will have a right to reosrt
to legal proceedings to test your asserted rights.

We desire to say further that our h\th)mm informa us
that you have advised and solicited the Jacksonville, Pen-
sacola & Mobile Railroad Company to prosecute an ap-
peal from this judgment ahove mentioned, and that yvou
stated before {he Federal Court at Jacksonville last May
that you were informed such appeal would be pt'oqeuuted,
which would further obstruct us in the collection of the
money which is ultimatelggto be paid to your clients.
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Having opposed us dor several years in all our efforts
to collect the money with which alone your claims ean be
satisfied, you now make an indefinite demand wupon us
for money (which you alone have prevented us from col-
lecting) before the Railroad property is delivered up, and
before we have had any time to obtain the fruits of the
litigation, by which your opposition to us has been de-
feated.

In conclusion we have to say that we intend to dis-
charge our entire duties in the administration of the trust
confided to vs, and the sooner you cease to oppose us, the
gooner we shall be able to collect the moneys with which
to pay your just demands.

We should much prefer to have your aid than jyour
oppogition.

I am respectfully, yr obt. servant,
M. L. STEARNS,
Governor and President Board of Trustees.

The following accounts were presented and allowed,
and the Treasurer directed to pay them:

Gov. M, L. Stearns expenses incurred in trips to Jack-
gonville on husiness for the Board, $140.00.

To

L. G. Dennis. Timber Agent, expenses incurred in :lis-
charge of his duties in the month of December and Ne-
vember $135.00.

And in the month of January $61.00.

The Board then adjourned.

CHAS. H. FOSTER.
Secretary pro tem-

Tallahassee, Monday, Febroary 21, 1876.

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber.

.Present all the members.

Thos. H. Wagstaff, President of the West Florida &
Mobile Railroad Company, appeared before the Board
and stated that the Company were now prepared to com-
“-mence survey of the road and requested that an extension
of time for the completion of the survey might be granted
whereupon the following resolution was unanimously
adopted, viz: .
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Whereas, the West Florida and Mobile Railroad Com-
pany, owing to circumstances bevond. their control, have
not completed the survey of the said road and filed copies
thereof within the time limited in the contract made and
executed between the said Company and this DBoard on
the first day of June, 1875, and whereas the said Com-
pany have satisfactorily explained to this Roard the rea-
sons for said default and asked that further time be al-
lowed now therefore Resolved, that the time limited in
said contract for the completion and filing of the survey
which was six months from the date of said contract be
and the same is hereby extended until the first day of
June A. D. 1876.

The Governor presented a letter from Wm. H. Ludlow
dated Feb. 14, 1876, in which the announcement of the
death of the Hon. Reverdy Johnson was made and it was
further stated that this would not interrupt the nego-
tiations in England for the sale of the 3,000,000 acres of
land which had been intrusted to Mr. Johnson.

C. A. COWGILL, Secty.

Monday, March 13, 1876.

A meeting of the Trustees was held in the Executive
Chamber.

Present Gov. Stearns, Attorney Gen. Cocke, & Comp-
troller Cowgill.

The Governor presented a letter from L. K. TLippia-
cott Acting Commissioner of Lands requesting from the
Trustees relinquishment of title to 8} of N. E. 1 & 81 of
N.W.18.4T14 8. R. 15 E. said land having been erro-
neously patented to the State after having been located
by Rilas Week with M. B. I.. W. which was read and re-
ferred to Commissioner of Lands and Tmmigration.

The following Resolution was unanimously adopted.

Resolved That H. Bishee the Attorney of the Board be
instructed to apply to the U. 8. Supreme Counrt for an or-
der upon the Receiver of the J. P. & Mobile R. R. directing
him to pay over to the Trastees of the I. I. Fund all funds
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remaining in his hands, afler paying the necessary ex-
penses of said Receivership.
C. A. COWGILL,
Secretary.

Thursday, March 30th, 1876.
The Trustees met in the office of the Attorney Gen-
eral. ;

FPresent: Attorney General Cocke.

C'ommissioner Eagan.
Comptroller Cowgill.

On motion

Mr. Wm. A, Cocke was appointed chairman,

A hill from Williams & Corley agents for sale of land
for $332.74 commission on the sale of $3.327.41-100 made
during the month of February was received & allowed &
the Treasurer directed to pay it.

C. A. COWGILL,
Comptroller.

Wednesday April 12, 1876.

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber.
Present: M. L. Stearns, Governor.

Dennis Eagan, €, L. & L.

O. H. Foster, Treag.

C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller.

Miinutes of last meetings read & approved.

A communication was received from Martin Klein of
No. 6 Williams Block, Detroit, Michigan, in which he
requested that 30.000 acres of land up the Caloosahatchie
river on hoth sides from Ft. Thompson should be sold to
him at 10 cents per acre, for the purpose of settling a
colony of Alsatians, said communication was read and
referred to the Commissioner of Lands for report.

An application was received from Messes. Williams,
Swann & Coriey applying for a deed to be made to Franeis
J. Lynch of Orange Co. for 40 acres of land purchased hy
said Lynch from them as agenls of the Court and oa ma-
tion it was
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Resolved That the above application be referred to the
Commissioner of Lands and if he finds that the money
for this land has been paid to the Treasurer then the
Salesman wili make the deed as requested.

An application was received from J. B. Titzpatrick
to purchase 2420 acres of saw grass swamp in T. 18
8. R. 27, E. at a reduced rate, the rate not being speci-
" fied, which was referred to the Commissioner of Lands.

A communication was received from L. K. Lippincott
Actg. Comm. of Land at Washington, D. C., usking the
relinquishment by the Trustees of title to 8. W. }
RSSO N Wo L iof S, W. 1 Sec. 20 T. 14 8. R.
28 E. erroneously patented to the State which was re-
ferred to the Commissioner of Lands,

A communication was received from John W. Lane
for himself and associates, asking for sale of 50,000 arres
of land at ten cents per acre to be selected in alternate
sections within a radius of twenty miles from said river,
conditioned upon the rendering of the Withlacoochee nav-
igable to Lake Panasofkee, which was read and the Sec-
retary was instructed to inform Mr. Lane, that the Trus
tees declined the proposition, owing to the embarrass-
ments surrounding them caused by the various suits
brought against them by F. Vose, Tsq.

A communication received from Mr. Boyd of Clifton
Place Volusia Co. desiring to know upon what (srme
overflowed swamp lands belonging to the State may be
drained, occupied and title obtained, and the Secretary
was directed to answer that no general principle had
been adopted concerning the drainage of the swamp
lands and the embarrassments surrounding ns owine the
litigation in which we weére involved, prevented us from
adopting such a system.

A communication was received from B. R. Wilson of
Land Point, Florida, requesting that entries of land made
by Joseph Barring & Elbert Carter in T. 20 & 21 S. R.
35 E. might be cancelled & the money refunded, on the
ground that they intended to enter other lands than those
purchased, and the Secretary was directed to answer
that the Trustees declined to comply with the request as
it would be a precedent if established and followed would
give rise to great trouble and confusion of records.
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The following resolution was unanimously adopted:
Resolved that €. H. Foster be and he is hereby di-

recled to inwesligate the propriety of making new icon-

tract for improving the navigation of Peace Creek and to
make an estimate of the probable expenses attending
the deepening of the channel & removing obstructions to

Fort Meade so as to admit boats drawing 2 feet of water

at all times.

It was nnanimously

Resolved that the contract made with Ray & Eaton of
Washington, D. (%, in accordance with a resolution of
this Board passed April 20, 1875, by which he was au-
thorized & employed to prosecute in the name of the
Trustees a claim against the United States for extra com-
pensation for freight & passengers carried by the Pensa-
cola & Georgia R. R. Co., for the United States in 1865-6,
be and the same is hereby rescinded and that the said
Ray & Eaton he instructed to withdraw said claim as
heretofore made by the Trustees.

The Secretary informed the Trustees that he had re-
ceived notice from Jackson, Lawton & Bassenger Attor-
neys for F. Vese, Esq., that they intended to apply to
Judge Frazer for an order upon the Receiver to pay their
fees as Attorneys and also the expenses incurred by Mr.
Vose in attending to the suit brought by him against the
Trustees, & said communications were referred to the
Governor with directions that he take the necessary
steps to resist the said applications.

The following accounts were presented & the Treasurer
directed to pay them.

Williams & Corley commissions on sales for month

OfIMATEH v s e S TR S il S e S R $361.64
L. G. Dennis Timber Agent expenses for month of

HeBIIATY e Lo o) stk 2 e 70.00
L. G. Dennis salary for six months ending Jany

0 o T R L i A i o S b 300.00
. A. Cowgill, expenses in taking funds to Receiver

for term of ee. & B ehy . 25.00
F. F. Myers, exp. in taking Funds to Receiver

for month of January & March.. ... c.ooee e e 16.00

C. A. COWGILL,
Secretary.
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Tallahassee, May drd, 1876.

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber.

Present: M. L. Stearns, Governor.

Dennis Bagan, C. L. &.1.
W. A. Cocke, Atty. General.
C. k. Foster, Treasurer.

C. H. Fester was elected Secretary pro tem.

Mr Eagan Cemmissioner of L. & I. reported that the
lands described in the communication from L. K. Lippin-
cott Acty, Comr. dated Washington, D). §'., Feby. 17th,
requesting rglinquishment of apparent title by the State,
being the 8" of N. B} & S} ofN. Wi SBec. 4 T. 14 8. R.
15 E. were deeded by the State to E. N. Dickerson June
1, 1867 and the Secretary was directed to inform the Act-
ing Commissioner of this faet.

A communication was received from J. A. Lee Regis-
ter U. 8. Land office addressed to Hon. Dennis Eagan
C. of 1. & L. which was read as follows:

U. 8. Land office,
Giainesville, Florida.
28th March 1876.
Hon., Dennis Eagan,
C. of L. & 1., Tallahassee, Florida,
Sir—

An affidavit of contest has been“filed in this office hy
Thomas Fisher of Hillshorough county, contesting the
claim of the Btate of Florida to the 81 of 8. E. } of 8.
15, T. 29 8. of R. 18 E. alleging that no part thereof is
swamp land or subject fo overflow, that it is ligh, dry
and arable landl, we therefore have appointed the 25th
day of May next 1876 for a hearing in order to ascertain
the validity of the claim of the State of Florida to said
land under the act of the 28th of September 1850, se-
lected 5th of July 1855 as swamp land.

Very respectfully,
J. A. LEE,
Regigter.

This communication was referred fo the Attorney
General with instructions fo protect the inferests of the
State.

The following hills were presented, & allowed & the
Treasurer directed to pay the same, viz:

SNl L
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“W. L. Apthorp for surveying instruments furn-

ished: to Tand | offoe: il s s el e $ 39 80
Williams & Corley Commissions on sale of Lands
e AT R =t L e 143 20

H. Bisbee, Jr., expenses incurred & services ren-
dered in case of State & Trustees vs. E. C. An-
derson et Al .. o 1 s o St ks s el 1048 00
The Board then adjourned.
CHAS. H. FOSTER,
Secretary pro tem.

Thursday, May 11th, 1876.

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber.

Present all the members.

Mr. Vose made a proposition to purchase fifty thous-
and acres of land at 50 cents per acre less the commis-
sions allowed to agents, the ambunt to be credited upon
his judgment against the Fund, other holders of judg-
ment to be allowed to enter a pro rata amount upon the
same terms and it was

Resolved, That the Trustees decline to comply with the
/proposition.

The Attorney General, to whom was referred the com-
»munication from J. A. Lee Register of U. 8. Land Office
concerning claims of Thomas Fisher to certain 8. & over-
flowed lands submitted the following report:

To His Excellency,
M. L. Stearns, ex-officio President of Trustees I, I.
Fund.
‘Bir:

The enclosed letter from J. A. Lee Register U. 8, Land
office at Gainesville was referred to me by a vote of the
Trustees.

It is my opinion that the claim of Thomas Fisher is
worthless.

The lands belong by law to the Internal Improvement
Fund.

1st. By virtue of an act of Congress 28th of Sept.
1850. ¥

2nd. These lands were selected as appears by the notice
which is evidence of the fact on the 5 day of July,
1855.
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Having been selected by the State on that date as
swamp & overflowed lands the title to the same is con-
firmed to the State by an act of Congress March 3rd,
1857,

Very respectifully,
WML A. COCKE,
Atty. General.

H. A. Corley returned io the Board the power of At-
torney & other papers given to Reverdy Johnson to sell
lands in large quantities in England and said papers
were ordered to be cancelled & filed.

The following preamble & resolution was unanimously
adopted, viz:—

Whereas, George Somerville Norris of the commercial
firm of Norris & Brother of Baltimore, Maryland, has
been recommended to us as eminently qualified to aid in
the negotiation of sales of lands for the purpose of pay-
ing off and discharging the liabilities of the Internal Im-
provement Fund, and has consented to act as our Agent
in the premises, Therefore

Be it Resolved by the Trustees of the Internal Im-
provement Fund of the State of Florida, That the said
George Somerville Norris be and he is hereby appointed
the Agent of this Board to negotiate sales of the lands
belonging to the Internal Improvement Fund granted to
the State by the act of Congress of September 28th, 1850,
lying east of the Apalachicola river provided the quan-
tity of land sold by him as such agent shall not be less
than one million of acres, nor more than three million of
acres, such sales to be made within six months from date
and on the following terms. If less than two millions of
acres be sold by said Agent the amount to be paid there-
for into the Internal Improvement Fund shall be twenty
eight cents per gere free from all charges and expenses.

If two million acres or more be s0ld the amount to be
paid therefor into the Internal Tmprovement Tund ghall
be twenty five cents per acre free from all chargos
and expenses, the lands that may be sold by said Agent
to be :elected by the purchasers thereof in tracts con-
taining not less than one hundred thousand acres of
contiguous land. In making such selections tracts shall
be considered comtiguouws, which are not separated by
other lands belonging to the Fund that is to say, where
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hwo tracts of land belonging to the Fund are separatea
by other lands, they shall for the purposes aforesaid be
considered contiguous tracts.

Be it further resolved, that the Board will execute
such papers as may be necessary fo show the authority
of said agent to represent the Trustees in the premises.

Be it further Resolved, That His Excellency M,
L. Stearns Governor & Hon. Dennis Eagan Commission.
er of Lands & lmmigration are lhiereby appointed a com-
mittee of this Board to make the arrangements necessary
t> earry out all matiers connected with this appointment
or to resalt from any sales that may bhe made by our said
Agent.

The Trustees executed the appointment of Mr. Norris
as Agent, airo a deed, said deed to be placed in escrow
with I'rexel & Co.. 97 New York & London.

A proposifian was received from A. W. Leonard of Or-
ange county to purchase all the unentered lands in Sec-
tiens 15, A7, 20, 21, 22028, 20, T, 2 R, 29 for 1)centaper
acre, which was read and consideration postponed.

Peter Munro of Putnam county applied for cancella-
tion of deed & ;efunding of 1.1_11-L-]mse money, ninety dol-
lars. pald for N. 1. 4 of No W, Loofis: L0 0r B iR G
E. &8 E.iof Jlfmd\“{oqu of 8. 21, T.
1055 R. 26 E., the said land not belonging to the Fund
but to the U. 8. Government heing in the Palatka Mili-
tary reservation & having been since occupied as home-
stead under the United States laws, and the Salesman
wag directed to cancel the sale & the Treasurer to refund
ithe purchase money, if the facts were found to be as
above stated.

The Recretary & Treasurer a committee appointed No-
vember 16, 1874, to prepare a list of bgnds & coupens
turned over to the Trustees hy Moses Tavlor, reported
that they had prepared said list soon after they were ap-
pointed, but had neglected to formally present it & now
presented the following report, viz:

The undersigned appeinted to make a list of the honds
of the Florida Railroad which was sent by Moses Taylor
Esq., to the Trustees, report that they found the honds
cancelled. but some detached conpons were not cancelled
These have been cancelled, & the bonds & coupons are
numbered as follows, viz:
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Nos. 48, 49, 64, 65, 66, 67, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76,
& 79, each with 60 ceupons attacihed, the first coupon due
Sept. 1, 1861, and : BWigie L2

Nos. 144, 145 & 146, with 56 coupons attached to each,
the first due Sept. 1, 1863, and .

Nos. 160, 161, 162, 163, 164, 165, 166, 167, 168, 169,
190,171, 172, 178, 174, 175, 176, 177, 178, 179, 180, 296,
297, 298, 299, 300, 379, 380, 381, 434, 435 & 436, 437, 438,
439, 440,519, 52, 532, 533, 534, 535, 581, 582, B5R3,
584, 585, 586, 8T, 588, 589, 590. 591, 592, 593, 787, 7§,
801, 802, 802, 804, |05, 206, |07, 8O, 809, K10, 811, 812,
8§13, 814, 815, 816, 817, 818, 819, 820, 821, 822, 823, 824,
825, 826, 827, 828, 829. 830, 831, 832, 83: 5, 836, 837,
888, B39, 840, 1250, 1251, 1252, 1253, 12564, 1255, 1256,
1257, 1258 and 1259, with G0 coupons attached to each,

oIt
a0 |
v.4)

the first coupon being due Sept. 1, 1861, and..........
e L e s NOB. 1260, 1261, 1262,

1263, 1264, 1265, 1266, 1267, 1268, 1269, 1270, 1271, 1272,

1273 and 1274 with 50 coupons attached to each, the first
e SEe el LA S T L e ey
Nos. 1300, 1301, 1302, 1303, 1304 with 49 coupons ai-
tached to each, the first having become dne March 1.
R T EH NI B s e % e e dr e Nos 1318,
1319, 1320, 1321, 1322, 1323, 1324, 1325, 1326, 1327, each
with sixty one coupons attached, the first leing due
R T e T e T
Nes. 1336, 1337, with forty-nine coupons attached, the
HrstbdnelMarch 1, IB6T. and . s cuvicanevnnensins . nas
...................... 1382, 1353, 1384, 1385, 1386, 1387,
1388, 1389, 1390. 1391, 1392, 1203, with 61 coupons at-
tached to each, the first heing due March 1st 1861, and. .
.......................................... 1394, 1395,
1396, 1397, 1398, 1399, 1400, 1401, 1402, & -1403. with
fifty eight coupons attached to dich bearing date from 1st
of March 1861, to 1st September A. 1. 1865, and from
1st of September A. D. 1867, to end. the three from 1st
Sept. 18635 to 1st Bept. 1867 not being attached and. .. ..
....... U Noa, 1404, 1405, 1408,
1407, 1408, 1409, 1410 & 1411. with 61 coupons attached,
the first having fallen due Mareh 1st 1861, and........
............... T kel d ot sl s OB 1412, 1418, 1414,
1415, 1416, 1417, with sixty coupons attacled. the first
having fallen due Sept. 1, 1861, and.................. -
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......................... Nos. 1418, 1419, 1420 & 1425
with 61 coupons attached the first having become due
Mareh 11861 vamd suates e T s No. 1422 with

56 coupons aftached, the first having fallen due Sept. 1,
1863 and

COUPONS detached from  honds, there being
no bonds corresponding to the coupons as follows, viz:
From Bonds Nos. 441, 442 & 443 one coupon each bearing
date March dst, 1861; and’ . i sl DRETEE.
from bonds Nos. 445, 446 eleven coupons dated Sept 1,

1861, to Bept. 1, 1866 and from bonds................
No. 447 ten coupons dated from Sept. 1, 1861, to March 1,
1866, and from: Bend . .en 00 e Nos. 448, 449,

450, 451, & 472, eleven coupons dated Sept. 1st, 1861, to
Beptil; 866 and from  bonds ot
from Bond No. 562, 10 coupons dated from Sept, 1861, to
Mazehl BROG, s 0t L S S N e e .
and from bond No. 563 eleven coupons dated from Sept.
1861, to September 1866 and. .. .o idesiilns St .
from bond No. *150G cleven coupons dated from Mareh
1st; 1861, fo March 1866, and. .. H 0 SRSy R
from Bond No. 1507 ten coupons from Septemher 1861, to
MarchidG86 - and: . L0 el ian o e S G e
from Bond No. 1508, one coupon dated March 1861, and

............................ from Bond No. 1510 ten
coupong dated from Sept. 1861, to March 1866 and. .....
.................. from Bonds Nos. 1511 & 1512 eleven
coupons dated from Mareh 1861 to March 1866 and. ...
.................. from Bonds 1513 & 1516 ten coupons

from Sept. 1861, 1o: March 1866, audii it w00t b ek
from Bond No. 1517 eleven coupons, dated from March
1861 tol Mareh 1866; and |50 ERIEEE G M
from Bond 1518, ten cotipons dated from Sept. 1861, to
Mareh 1866 an@l 5L SRR RN from
hond 1514 ene coupon dated March 1861, and..........
from bonds Nos. 1520, 1522 & 1524 ten coupons dated from
Sept. 1861 to Mareh dER66 .. s 2l s e
and that the said bonds and coupons have been delivered
to the Treasurer and are in his custody. All of which is
respectfully submitted.
€. A. COWGILL,
CHARLES, H, FOSTER.
The following communication was presented and read
and ordered filed.
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To the Trustees of the International Improvement Fund
of the Btate of Florida.

I have the honor in behalf and by direction of the At-
lantie, Gulf & West India Transit Company to give you
notice as required by the fourth section of the act
entitled “An Act to Amend an act Incorporating the
Florida Railroad Company” approved December 14th
1855, that it is the purpose of the company to set off to
persons desirous of constructing the same and adopting
the name of the Peninsular Railway Company, that por-
tion of their line which lies between Waldo (the junction
with the Cedar Key extension) and Ocala on the route
to the waters of Tampa, and which part of the line is the
game of which the map of survey was filed on the 3rd day
of January, 1860.

Signed D. &. YULEE.

V. P. & acting President.

Attest:

JOHN HODGER, Sec.

April 25, 1876.

Mr. Eagan, C. of L. & L reported that the 8W1 of SE}
8. 19 & NW1 of BW1 8. 20 T. 14 8. R. 28 E. had not been
sold and as this land was erroneounsly patented to the
State, it was

Resolved, That the Trustees relinquish the title of the
Fund to said lands as requested by the Commissioner of
the TU. B General Land office in his communication of
March 27th.

The following hill was allowed :

To G. D. Mills Agt. W. U. Telegraph (o.,
EED Tanel e AR s R B i) s ol i S 28

No further business the board adjonrned.

L. A, COWGILL.

(On page 302, vol. 2. of the Original Record Baok of the
Proceedings of the Trustees, opposite the conclusion of
the report ef Messrs, Cowgill and Foster. commitice to
examine bonds, ete., appeiars the following certificate:)

“I hereby certify that I have this day examined and
compared the canceled Bonds and Coupons of the Flarida,
Railroad Company turned over to me in January last by
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C. H. Foster, late Treasurer of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund, with the list recorded on pages 297, 299, 301,
303 of the Record Book of the proceedings of the Trustees
of the Internal Improvement Fund, and find the same (o
correspond with said list. ;
“(Signed) WALTER GWYNN,
Treasurer.
“Tallahassee, Florida, July 19, 1877."

Thursday, May 18ih, 1876,

The Trustees mat in the Execusiwe Chamber,

Present: (ov. M. L. Stearns.

Freas. C. H. Foster.
Atty. Genl. W. A. Coecke.
Campt. C. AL Cowgill,

A communication was réceived from Dr. Westeott,
which was rcad as follows, viz:

Tallahassee, Aug, 18th, 1876,
To the Board of Trustees of the I. I. Fund of Florvida.

Gentlemen: A corporation under ihe laws of Tlorida
Las been fofmed and filed with the Secretavy of State,
under the n:ine and style of the “No Gauge or Single Rail,
Railroad and Construction Company of Florida™ and
especially for construeting a railvroad from Orange Lake
in Marion county to the Oclawaha river. By the terms
of the articles or association P. . Bishop, John Westcott,
7. J. Daniel. ¢, Drew. H. L. Hart, James A, Havrisg aod
Thomas Sially are now divectors and . P. Bishop is
President.

In consideration of the great improvement that will
take place in ihe value of the State Land near the siid
railroad by drairage as well as making it more accessible
to visit and examination and for the transporiation ot
produce :nd merchandise, and as encouragement fo  con-
struct a clieaper class of Railway as elaimed by patents
to Jolm Westeott for construeting a new and improved
permanent raiivoad the undersigned as agent and engi-
neer for said Company in behalf of the Presideat and di-
rectors. nogt respectfully makes the following request in
relation theveto.

That the Trustees for and in consideration of the above
premises and the sum of ten cents per acre do sell to the
said corporation every forty acre lot of land thai the line
of railroad passes through or touches on any of its boun-
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dary aud that the Trustees reserve the following lands
from sale for a reasonable length of time for making the
requisite surveys and location of the line of railroad
and for making sale of the remainder of the stock of said
corperation. viz:

The gouth 3 of 8. 18 & the N. 3 of 8. 10 T. 12 . 24 8 &
E, also the N, 3 of 8. 19, 20, 21, 22. 23 & 24 of T. 12 R 23
B.&E.also N. 1 0of 5. 24 T.12 R. 22 8. & E.

Respeetfully vours,
JOHN WESTCOTY,
Authorized Agent of sd. Corporation.

The foregoing communication was considerad and the
following resolution adopted:

“Resolved, That the Trustees will sell to the “No Gauge
or Single Rail Railrodd & Construction Company of Flori-
da” all the zwamp & overflowed lands contained in ench
forty acre subdivision through which the road to he con-
structed by the said company from Orange Lake fo the
Oclawaha river shall pass, at the rate of 10 coenfs per
acre, provided that any forty acres at present occupied by
an actual settler shall not be sold to said Company un
less said setiler shall decline to purchase from the Trus-
tees the land so occeupied by him, and provided that =said
road is compiefed within six months from this date, and
the salesman is hereby directed to withhold from sale
faor a period of six months all such 40 acre lois as are
touched by said road as shown by the plat of the route
thereof, ag aserrtained by actual survey, to be filed in fthe
office of the Commissioner of Lands & Immigration within
thirty days.

The Attorney General presented the following letter
from J. A. Lee, Register.

Cnited States Consolidated Land Office,
Gainesville, May 16, 1378

“

Wm. A. Cocke,

Dear Sir: Yours of 9th inst. is to hand agd in reply
will state that the contest case Thomas Fhsse: vs. the
State of Florida has been dismissed for the weesent and
will be referred to the Commissioner and ¥ .t should
come up again the State will be duly notif &

Yrs. Very Respectfully,
J. ¥RE,

P sighater.
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The following bille were allowed & the Treas. directed
o pay them,
fo W. A. Cocke for professional opinion in case of Thos.
Fisher vs, The Trustees, §30.00.

M. L. Stearns for expenses incurred in visiling Wash-
ngton, two trips on business for the Trustees & self &
3&;91- members of the Board to Jacksoncille in February,
385.00

No forther business the Board adjonrned.

C. A. COWGILL, Secretary.

Tuesday, June fth, 1876,

The Trostess met in the Executive Chamber.

Tresent all the members. .

A proposition was received from the Jacksonville. St.
‘dmguzstine & Indian River Railroad & Navigation Com-
gany to purchase all lands lying betweca #e ocean and
§t. JAclans river at .... cents per acre conditioned upon
ihe building a railroad from Jacksonville to Halifax or
Indian rivers & a canal thence through Indian River,
which was read and discussed & consideration thereof
postponed.

The {ollowing proposition was received from W. WW.
Hircks and J. B. Fitzpatrick.

We the undersigned make the following proposition to
the Honorable Board of Trustees Int. Imp. Fund, for ihe
lands (Swamp and Overflowed) as per accompanying
map, to wit: ‘

1st. To pay ten (10) cents per acre for the above tract.

2nd. We obligate to drain and recover one half of the
tract within iwelve months from date of possession and
the whole of it within two years. :

Rigned WM., WATKINS HICKS.
J. B. FITZPATRICE.

These being the same lands applied for by Mr. Fitzpat:
rick on Aprii 12. 1876 and the application having been re-
ferred to Mr. Fagan and Mr. Bagan having reported that
the lands were mostly saw grass ponds completely over-
flowed! and of no value without drainage, it was

Resciwed. That the lands be sold Mesers. Hicks and
Fitzpsiziek at 10 cents per acre.



139

An application was received from Jemimah Cason for
the refunding of $20.11-100 amt. paid for 8. W. 1-4 of 8.
- W.14 of 8.4 in T. 10 S. of R. 26 E. =aid land not heing
the property of the Fund, and was erroneously sold to
her August 5ih, 1867, which was read and referred o
Commissioner of L. & Immigration.

Account of Williams & Corley, Agents for =ale of land
for May for $293.12 was allowed.

C. A, COWGILIL,
Secretary.

®caturday. July 15th, 1876.

The Trustees met upon a call of the majority of the
Board in the office of Commissioner of Lands & Tm.

Present:  Attorney General W. A, Cocke.

Treas. C. H. Foster,
Com. of L. & I. ). Eagan.
Comptroller C. A, Cowgill,

Minutes of Iast meeting read and approved.

The following entries of land were ordered to be can-
zelled and the Treasurer directed to refund tke purchase
money to the respective parties.

To Jemimalk Cason.

Purchiise money paid for the S\W] of SW1 of & 4 in T.
10 8. of R, 26 E. forty 21-100 acres at fifty cents per
acre, said land being in military reservation around
Palatka and did not nor deoes not belong to the T.
States, $20.10.

To Mre. Flora C. Porter
Purchase money paid for Lot No. 4 of 8. 21 west of St

Johns River T. 10 8. of 1. 27 E, said land lying in the

Palatka military rveservation, $72.19-100.

To Benjamin O. Grenad.

Purchase money paid for B} of NE4 of 8. 2 T. 20 S. R.

21 E. & SE] of NE} of 8. 36 in T. 19 8. R. 21 12, maid

land having been erroneously sold, they being the prop-

eriy of the United States, $113.90.

And to Mrs. Mary Ann Newsom.
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Money paid for SEL of SWi S, 22 T. 24 8. R. 30 E. con-
taining 40 acres, she having heen misled by the County
Surveyor and selected a piece not covering her improve
Wenis, ¥a.

Aand to Abel Platt
Money paid for Lot No. 4, 8. 12 T. 20 8. R. 26 E. the said

lot having lieen previously sold to 8. B. Counver, £56.16

The Secretary veported that on June 22, 1876, he haa
received a communication from Hon. D. L. Yulee V. P. &
Acting P. of the A. G. & W. L. T. Co., enclosing lists of the
lands contained in the odd sections lyimg within six mniles
of the located line of the Company’s road between Waldo
and Ocala which are claimed as belonging to the Com-
pany by virtue of 8. 15 of the I. I. Act.

List A containing lands rethaining under control of
the Trustees and List B contains those that have been
sold by the Trustees and for which the Company will be
willinz to accept some equitable equivalent,

The communication was read and ordered filed. The
secretary having previously acknowledged the reception
of the communication.

The Commissioner of Lands & 1. informed the Trustees
that natents had issued from the United Stater to the
.......... for .......... acres of land selected by Wil-
liams, Swann & Corley and offered the following resoiun-
tion which was unanimously adopted :

Resolved, That the salesman be instructed to bring
into market the Internal Tmprovement and swamp lands
recently appraised lving in the vicinity of Pease Creek
and (‘aloosahatchie river after giving publie notice there-
of hy advertisement for four weeks in the following pa-
1o PR S SPEM SRR Slory Le at  l A ri  Bafmn
and to eause such notice to issue in eircular form
to be distributed through that section of the State where
the lunds are located.

Resolved. That persons who have settled or cultivated
any of =aid lands shall have the prior right fo snter the
lands embracing their improvements, provided they shall
apply to enter the same on or hefore the first day of No-
vember, and all entries made before that time embracing
the vesidence or cultivated lands of anothep shali be set
aside npon the application of the settler with proof there-
of, if made within the time as above limifed.
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The Commissioner of Lands presented a conmunica-
tion from Wm. L. Apthorp setting forth the torn, dirty
and mutilated condition of the township plats in the of-
fice of the salesman and the necessity of their speedy re
newal, and offered to make as many new maps, (proba
bly 1000) as might be necessary, upon the best paper
mounted on muslin for $2.50 per map, and upon personal
inspection it being apparent to the Trustees that said new
maps were essentially necessary it was unanimously

Resolved. That the Commissioner of Lands & [mmigra-
tion be authorized to contract with Mr. Apthorp for such
new maps as may ve required not to exceed ene thousand,
upon the terms mentioned in the communication recivea
from Mi. Apthorp.

Hon. €. H. Foster made® veport of his investigations
into the propriety and feasibility of making a new con-
tract for deepening the channel of Pease Creek under
resolution of April 12, 1876, which was read and ordered
to he filed.

The following accts. were ordered paid.

To William & Corley, Agents for sale of lands, commis-
sion on sales for month of June, $273.48-100.

To C. H. Foster, exp. in conveying fund June Ist o A.
Doggett, receiver, $13.50. @

To C. H. Foster expense in trip to Pease Creek, TFort
Meade and Bartow. in making investigations into the
feasibility of contracting to opening navigation of Pease
Creek, $135.00.

. C. A. COWGILL.,

Secretary.

Tallahassee, Nov. 18th.

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon <he
call of the Governor,

Present all the members.

The Secretary presented a communication from Wil-
liams & Corley asking an extension of time to Mr. Norris-
Agent for sale of land in large quantities in England.

And C. A. Cowgill moved that an extension he granted
until Dec. 31st.
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And Mr. Eagan moved to amend the motion by substi-
tuting Dec. lst for Dec. 31st and upon the motion to
amend the following vote was had.

Yeas—Messrs. Stearn, Foster and Eaganp. 3.

Nays—Messrs. Cocke and Cowgill.

And upon the question of extending the tima to Dec.
1st the following vote was had:

Yeas—Messrs. Stearns, Foster, Eagan and Cowgill.

Nays—DMr. Cocke.

So the motion prevailed and the term of sale was ex-
tended to Dee. 1st.

Notice was received from W. H. Gleason, Presdt. 8. I.
¥. & 1. Co. protesting against the sale by the Trustees of
those lands granted to said Company, which was read
and referred to the Attorney of the Board.

Acct. of L. G. Dennig, Timber Agent, for expenses
during March, 1876, was allowed for $60.00.

Attest
C. A. COWGILI,, Seety.

Wednesday, Nov. 22, 1876.

The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon lhe
call of the President. 8

Present all the members.

Minutes of last meeting read and approved.

On motion of C. A. Cowgill it was nnanimously resolv-
ed that the time for the sale of land in large quantities
by Mr. Norris be extended to Decemher the fifteenth.

No further business the Board adjourned.

C. A. COWGILL,
Secretary.

L ]

Tallahassee, Dec. 19th, 1876.
The Trustees met in the Executive Chamber upon the
call of the Governor.
Present: Gov. M. L. Stearns.
Dennis Bagan, C. of L. & L.
C. H. Foster, Treas.
. A, Cowgill, Secty.
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The Secretary announced that he had notified Attor ney
General (locke of the call for the meeting.

The acct. of A, Hernandez, Shf. of 8t. Johns County for
expenses and fees incurred in case of Trustees of I. I. K.
of the State of Florida ve. 8t. Johns Railway for $76.50
was ordered paid.

The account of Williams & Corley for commission upon
sale of lands in the months of July, August, September,
October and November for $621.25 was approved wod the
Treas. directed to pay them.

Acet. of F. F. Myers for carrying funds, months of July,
August aud September to the Reuenc-r for $28.25 was ¢
dered paid.

Acet. of L. B. Foster, Clk. Supreme Court for I‘O[J.\' of
opinion of Bupreme Court in case of State and Trustees
ve. J. P. & M. R. R. Co. furnished to Governor, $22.6(.

William H Denmark purchased from the Trusrtees in
1861, 39.74-100 acres of land at $1.25 per acre described
as follows: NEI of NW1of 8. 20 T. 11 8. R. 26 E,, pay
ing therefor the sum of forty nine dollars and sixty seven
cents, and now asks that the said entry may be eancelled
and the money refunded to him as the said land never be-
longed to ilie 1. I. Fund, but to the United States and
these facts heing substantiated by the endorsement of My,
Eagan, Comr. of L. & L. it was

Resolved, That the above mentioned entry be cancelled
and the sum of 849.67-100 be refunded to Mr. Denmark.

The (zovernor presented a letter from N. J. Daxter,
Acting Cominr, of Land Office at Washington requesting
the State to relinquish her claim to eertain lands that
had been improperly pate=s= #= +he State, the said land
having been previousiy sold to Moses . Ley and described
as follows:

Lote 1 and Z S. 18 Fract. Sect. 17 and lot 2 8. 7 all in
T. 12 & R. 22 Fast, and the communication wus referred
to the Commr. of Lands

A communication was received from H. Bishee, Jr., At-
torney for the Board, informing the Board thar the liti-
gation in the Supreme Court of the United States and in
the State Courts touching the liens and trusts held by the
State and Trustees is at an end and that the money and
funds in the Registry of the Bupreme Court U. States had
“heen ordered paid to the Treasurer of the State who was
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specially designated to receive it, and requested the
Board to order payment of his bills for professional ser-
vices and expenses out of said fund and presented am
itemized account as follows, viz:

Bill of H. Bisbee, Jr., Solicitor.
1876-Dec. '

Services and disbursements rendered and made in suits
by the State of Florida to enforce liens on railroad prop-
erty
For services in the case of the State of Florida

ve, Bd. € Anderson et al in  the Supreme

Court of the United States from Nov. 1873

To R B BTG o o e R e e $  15.000
For services rendered in snits of the State va.

J.P.&M R. R Co & Fla. C. R. R. Co. & D.

P. Holland et al in State Courts of Fla. from

Nov. 1273 Lo February 18160 T s e G000
For services and advice from May 15, 1876 fo

July 15th vequiving two trips to Tallahassee 200
For services rendered in Nov. & Dee. 1876 on

mietion in the Bnpreme Court of the U, States

for the pavment of money in Court fo com-

PIRIDARTR - i ae e L 750
For expenses and distmrsements incurred &

paid as per the itemiEed bills rendered. .. ... 1.973 04

$24.023 01

The following preamakle and order was then adopted:

Whereas, 1t appears that the Snpreme Court of 1the
TUnited States m the snit therein prosecuted an hehalf of
the State and the Board of Trustees of the T. T. Fund
against Edward C. Anderson et al. to protect and enforce
the lien and trusts held hy the State and said Trustees
upon the Railroad between Jacksonville and the Chatta-
hoorhee river has ordered the money and funds now in the
Registry of said Court arising from said litigation paid
aver to the Treasurer of the State who had been speci-
fically designed to receive the same,

And Whereas. The said moneys and funds less the cosis
and exnenses ineurred in conducting the litigntion are
applicabls to the payment of the liens and discharge of
the (rnsts held by the Beg 1 of Trustees which have been
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judiciallv declared to be prior to the other lien vpon said
railroad, leld by the Governor of the State as Trustee,

And Whereas. The Treasurer of the State, Chas. .
Foster is aiso the Treasurer of this Board of Trustees
charged with receiving and disbursing the f{unds aod
moneys thereof, it is hereby ordered

That Chas. H. Foster, the Treasurer aforesaid upon the
receipt of the said funds and moneys do charge himself
with the same as Treasurer of this Board, and pay out the
same upon the crder of the Board.

H. Lislbee, Jr., the solicitor of the Board and of the
State having presented his bills for services and disburse-
ments in the litigation to enforce and protect the Jiens
and trusts above menticued, and it appearing that such
bills are properly chargeable upon and payable cut of the
moneys aforesaid arising from said litigation and that the
compensaiion claimed is reasonable and just, for the ser-
vieas rendered it is ordered that the aggregate sum of
twenty-four thousand and twenty-three and 04-100 dollars
the total of said bills be paid to H. Bisbee, Jr., by the
Treasurer of this Board out of the said moneys upon the
receipt of the said H. Bisbee, Jr., and his receipted bills.

C. A. COWGILL,
Becretary.

Monday, January 1st, 1877.
The Board met in the Executive Chamber upon the call
of the Governor.
Present: M. L. Stearns, Governor.
D. Eagan, Comr. of L. & 1.
W. A. Cocke, Atty. Genl.
C. H. Foster, Treas.
C. A, Cowgill, Compt.
The following accounts were allowed and the Treasurer
ordered to pay them.

Commissions 1o Williams & Corley for sales of land in
December, $184.20.

L. G. Dennis gervices as Timber Agent for the ycar
1876, &600.00.

1§} 1
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To Joseph H. Durkee referee and master in chancery in
the suit of State of Florida and the Trustees ot L. I. F. vs.
the Juacksonville Pensacola & Mobile R. R. Co. to be paid
out of fund turned over by Supreme Court arising {rom
the litigation in the case of State and Trustees vs. L. C.
Anderson et al., $2771.95.

To C. H. Foster, State Treasurer for furnishing so-
licitor with copies of bonds of J. P. and Mgobile and
Florida Central R. R. Co., $1.00.

To Deunis Xagan for one copy of Gray's Atlas of the
Uniled Stifes for use of Land Office, ¥16.50.

To the Tampa Guardian for advertising Stale lands
brought into market, $10.00.

To Western Union Teiegraph Co., $2.21.

To Wm. L. Apthorp for one wall map of Florida for use
of Salesman's office, $1.25.

To D. Eagan for R. L. Holloway to viewing, appraising
and printing descriptive lists of 32455 . acres of land
Iying in I’otk and Manatee counties at 2} cents per acre
as per contract. $811.371.

To John 1. Stickney to professtonal services in ease of
Trustees against James L. Coles & Co. for cutting timber
on Trust lands, $25.00,

To W. 1. Aprhorp for 777 new township plats furnished
under resojution of Board of July 13,, '76, at $2.50 per
plat, $1942.50.

To J. M. & H. J. Baker, Atforneys, professional ser-
vices in case of Francis Vose vs. Trustees of I. [. Tund
from Oct. 1, 1875, to Dec. 30, 1876, $500.00.

The following account was presented and read.

The Internal Improvement Fund of Florida:
To M. A. Williams, 8. A. Swann & H. A. Corley, .

To compensation for the selection of 896,915 acres of
swamp autl overflowed lands approved to the State by the
Secretary of the Interior under their contract with the
el ) ) (e vl M SRR ) At s i s 1873, at 2 cents
per acre payable in lands of the Internal Tmprovement
Fund approved to the State since the date of said con-
tract, $17,938.50.

The Comptroller offered the following resolution which
was reid.

Resolved, That the account of Williams, Swann & Cor-
ley for the selection of swamp and overflowed lands
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amounting to £17,938.50 be approved and that the said
Williams, Swann & Corley be authorized to enter land at
the vegularly established prices in payment of said ac
count from the lands belonging to the Internal Improve-
ment Fund approved to the State since the day of the
execution of ibe contract appointing them agents.

Tallahassee, Florida, January 16, 1877,

The Board met.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

Geerge P. Raney, Attorney General,

Hugh A. Corley, Commr. of Lands and Tm-
migration.

The Board organized with the election of officers as
follows :

His Excellency, George F. Drew, President.

Hugh A. Corley, Secretary and Salesman,

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

On motion of Mr. Gwynn, the President was author-
ized to appoint a Committee to draft rules and regula-
tions for the Board, and Messrs. Raney and Corley were
appointed to constitute said Committee.

On motion, the bond of the Treasurer was fixed at
$10,000.

Mr. Corley offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the Attorney General be requested to
examine into, ascertain and report to this Board the re-
lation sustained by the Trustees with respect to any and
all matfers in litigation before the courts of this Stafe
or the Unifed States, wherein this Board or the fund un-
der their charge, are directly or indirectly interested,
with such sugeestions and recommendations as L'e may
see proper to make for the action of the Board, :

Resolved, further, That all appointments by the Board
heretofore made of Attorneys to conduct an‘y litigation
in behalf of the Trustees, be and the same are hereby re-
voked—and the Attorney General is alone anthorized to
represent the Trustees in all the courts, until otherwise
ordered at any time hereafter,
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Which were read and unanimously adepted.

Mr. Corley offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the preamble and order adopted by the
Board of Trustees on the 19th December, 1876, instruct-
ing the Treasurer of the State to charge himself as
Treasurer of this Board with the moneys and funds in
the registry of the U, 8. Supreme Court in the case of
the State of Florida et al. vs. B, €. Anderson et al., apd
to pay out of the same the amount of §24,023.04 to H.
Bisbee, Jr., be and the same is hereby rescinded.

Which was read and unanimously adopted.

Mr, Andrew Banks, of Baltimore, Md., presented a
proposition to the Board for the purchase of 3,000,000
acres of land, at twenty five cents per acre.

Which was read and postponed until Thursday next.

The Governor laid before the Board a4 communication
addressed to him by Nicholas Serge Wassilieff, setting
forth the importance fo the State of the establishment of
an agency in the City of New York to invite and aid im-
migration to Florida by the emigrants from Europe. By
the invitation of the Trustees, Mr., Wassilief appeared
before them and stated verbally his views and opinions
upon the subject and expressed his belief that with
proper exertions a large number of the Mennonites in
Russia could be induced to settle in Florida. Mr. Wassi-
lieft further expressed his willingness to act as the Agent
of the State for that purpose in New York if the State
would defray the expenses of such agency.

Whereupon Mr. Raney offered the following resolution,
which was unanimourly adopted:

Resolved, That the Legislature of Florida be requested
by this Board to pass a law authorizing the Governor to
appoint an agent, to be approved by this Board, to re-#
side in New York City, for the purpose of inducing im-
migration to this ®tate, and appropriate the sum of fif-
ieen hundred dollars per annum to defray the expenses
of such agency.

Resolved, That the Secretary enclose copies of said res-
olution to the President of the Senate and the Bpeaker
of the Assembly.

The Goverpor laid before the Board a communication
addressed to him by Frank B. Fair, of Reading, Pa.,
asking a donation of 1280 acres of Iand in the sonthern
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portion of the State to he appropriated to the location of
100 families from Reading and Philadelphia.

Which was read and referred to the Commissioner of
Lands and Immigration for reply.

A letter from J. Berrien Oliver, of New York, suggest-
ing the importance of establishing an Immigration
Agency there; another from Col. W. T. Grey of Cincin-
nati, offering to canvass as an Immigration Agent of the
State of Florida free of expense to the State; and others
from Capt. Ww. W. Holman of Trappe, Pa.. Walter P.
Seiberling of Philadelphia, John D). Rather of Tuscumbia,
Ala., and Capt. Frank M. Duffey of Gallatin, Tenn,
making inguiries concerning the State, were referred for
answer to the Commissioner of Lands & Tmmigration.

The Board then adjourned until Thnrsday, the 18th in-
stant, 11 o'clock a. m.

Attest: GEO. ¥. DREVW, President.

HU/ 3 A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, January 18, 1877,
The Board met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: George F. Drew, Governor.
Columbus Drew, Comptroller,
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
tieorge P. Raney, Attorney General.
Hngh A. Corley, Commr. of Lands & Tmni-
gration.
‘The minules of the last meeting were read and ap-
proved.
The proposition of Mr. Andrew Banks to purchase three
millions of acres of land was taken up for consideration.
A communication was received from Messrs., Williams
& Bwann npon the subject of said proposed sale. giving a
brief siatement of the previons efforts in that behalf by
Reverds Johnson and G. 8. Norris, and suggeesting the
appointinent of M. A. Williams as the Agent of the Trus-
tees to ellecd the sale. with some changes in price, ete., and
giving their rezsons in favor of the policy of making snch
‘sale,
On motion of Mr. Gwynn, it was Ordered. that the con-
sideration of said proposed sale he postponed until after
the adjournment of the present session of the Legisinture,



150

On moiion, it was ordered, that the Secretary be di-
rected to write 1o Gen. H. R. Jackson, of Savannali, Col.
Charles TT. Rinionton, of Charleston, and to Goyv. D. 8.
Walker and Col. T. W. Brevard of Tallahassee, inviting a
confevence with the Trustees on the 25th instant, re-
specling (le interests of the P. & G. R. R. boudholders.

Mr. Corley e¢alled the atlention of the Board to the ae-
count of Willizims, Swann & Corley for selecting swamp
Jands, which was presented to the Board at their meeting
on January 1st, but upon which no action was taken.

Mr. Raney offered the following resolutions:

Resobyed, That the account of Messrs. Williams, Swann
& Corley for the selection of swamp lands be referred to
a commitiee of two for examination.

Resolved, further, That the contract heretofore entered
into by the Board of Trustees with Messrs. Williams,
Swann and Corley for the selection of swamp lands is
hereby rescinded,

Which resolntions were adopted, and Messrs. Raney
and Gwynn were appointed a committee to examine the
accounts,

A letter was received from €. R. Alexander, who Feb
ruary 10, 1866, entered Lots No. 1 & 2, Section 36, T. 13
2. R. 16 B, applying to have said entry changed to the
NE} of NWi, Rection 34, T. 24 8. K. 20 E.

Which was read and the application refused.

Walter Gwynn, the Treasurer of the Board. presented
his official hond which was read and approved, and o:-
dered to he spread upon the minutes, as follows:

State of Flovidal

County of Teon| Know all men by these presents that
we, Walter Gwynn, and we, William T). Bloxham, Uriah
Bowden, John Varnum and John F. White, are held and
firmly bonnd unto George F. Drew, (Governor of the State
of Florida, and to his snecessors in office, for the use,
henefit, and protection of all whom it may at any time
or doss concern, in the sum of ten {housand dollars, law-
ful money of the United States of America for the pay-
ment whereof well and truly to be made we bind our-
selves and our heirs, executors and administrators,
jointly and severally, firmly by these presents—S8igned
and Sealed this seventeenth day of January A. D, 1877.
The condition of this obligation is such, that, whereas



151

the said Walter Gwynn, the Treasurer of the Rtate of
Florida, has been appointed and elected Treasurer of the
Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of
said SBtate, and required by a resolution of the Board to
execute a bond in the sum of ten thousand dollars for
the faithful performance of his duties as such Treasurer
of said Board of Trustees—Now. if the said Walter
Gwynn shall in all things faithfully and promptly per-
form and discharge his duties as Treasurer of such
Board, then this obligation shall be void, but otherwise
remain of full force and virtue.

Witness ¢ur hands and seals this the day und year
first above written.

(Signed) WALTER GWYNN (L. 8.)
(Signed) W. D. BLONXHAM (L. &)
(Signed) URTAH BOWDEN (L. S.)

5 (Signed) JOHN VARNUM (L. §.)
(Signed) JOHN F. WHITE (L. 8.)

Sigred, sealed and delivered in our presence.
(Bigued) CHAS. H. FOSTER, Witness.

An application was received from Granville Pevill, of
Sumter County, asking that the entry made by him on the
24th dax of Marech, 1876, of the 81 of SYW1 Section 23,
Township 20, South, Range 21, East, be eanceled, or that
he be allowed to change the entry. for the reason that the
land desired by him lay in Section 33 instead of Sec-
tion 23.

On motion, The salesman was authorized to permit Mr.
Bevill to euter other lands in lien of those enfered by

mistake.
w. The Doard then adjourned.
Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.

AUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, January 25, 1877.

The Board met in the office of the Attovne\ General.
Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Compiroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer,

Gicorge P. Raney. Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commr. of Lands & Immi-

5 gration.
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The minules of the last meeting were read and ap-
proved.

In compliance with the invitation extended on the 18th
-instant, Gen. Flenry R. Jackson, of Savannah, and Gov.
David 8. Walker, of Tallahassee, Attvrneys for the hold-
ers of a laroe proportion of the honds issued by the Pen-
sacola.and Georgia Railroad Company, appeared hefore
the Board to confer with respect to the interest of said
bondbalders and others respecting the seizure and sale of
the Jacksonville, Pensacoia and Mobile Railroad and of
the IMlorida Central Railroad. £

Gen. Jaskson read a letter'from Col. Charles H. Simon-
ton of Charieston, 8. C., the attorney of the holders of a
largs number of said bonds, authorizing him, the said
Jackson, ta represent him and his elients before the Board.

Mr. Raney read several letters and affiqavits going to
show that a portion of the State Bonds issued under the
Act of Juae 241h, 1869, entitled, “An Act to Perfect the
Public Works of the State,” and the acts amendatory
thereto, were negotiated im such manner and to such an
amonnt as te render the Florida Central Raileoad, from
Jacksonviiie to Lake City, liable to seizure and sale un-
der said acts.

After some time spent in discussing the various ques-
tions arising in the present condition of the railroads, tle
Board adjourned.

Attesr: GEO. F. DREW, President.
HUGII A. CORLEY, Secretary.

A3
e At
Tallahassee, Florida. January 30, 1877,
The Tlaard med in the Attornev Generads office.
Present:  CGeorge F. Drew, Governor.
C‘olnmbus Drew. Comptroller.
Walter Gwvynn. Treasuret.
Cicorege P. Raney. Attorney General,
Hneh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Tmmigration.
The mivnies of the last meeting were read and ap-
proved.

AMr. Raney read to the Board the affidavit or sworn
statement of Joseph B. Stewart, Esq., the atterney of the
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‘Western Tdivision of the Western North Carolina Railroad
Company, claiming an interest in the Florida Central
Railroad. going to show that no portion of the State bonds
issued under the act of June 24, 1869, entitled “An Act to
Perfect the Public Works of the State,” and the _.\cts
amendatory thereto, were ever negotiated in sueh manuer
and to such an amount as to render the =said Florida Cen-
tral Railvoad liable to seizure and sale under said acts.

Mr. Raney a}so read a protest against the s=eizure and
sale of said road, signed by the said Joseph I. Stewart,
Esq., as the .&twrnev of the I‘lorlda Central Railroad
Company.

The Treasurer presented the account of J. M. & H. .J.
Baker, attornevs, for professional services in the case of
Francis Vose vs. the Trustees I. I. Fund for $500. which
had heen allowed and ordered to he paid hy the former
Trustees on the 1st instant, and asked the instructions
of the Board in reference to the payvment thereof.

On motion, said account was referred to the Attorney
General.

The following accounte were presented and ordered to
be paid:

H. A. Crane, Publisher of the “Keyv of the Gulf” for
publishing advertisement “State Lands brought into
market™ 210.00. )

C. N. Hawkins, Proprietor of the “Sunland Tribune"
for publishing advertisement “State TLands brought into
market” S8.00.

The following letter from T. Bishee, Jr., Esq.. was
rec'd, 'md read.

Tallahassee, Florvida, Jany. 17th, 1877.
Hen. H. A. Corley,
See. T'nnrd Trustees Tnt. Tmp. Fund.

Dear Sir:—T respectfully reauest early acfion of the
Board of Trustees npon my bill far services and dishurse-
ments in the several suits in which the Trustees were in-
terested. The suits have accupied the most of my time
for three years. sand in their condnet and m: magement [
have heen required to be absent from home so much as to
very largely injure mv local praetice and husiness. Your
predecessors on the 19th of Dec. A. D). 1876, approved
my accounts for services, dishursements and
expenses for #21,023.04-100 and ordered that amount paid
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me out of the funds recemtly received by Charles H. Fos-
ter from the registry of the U. 8. Supreme Court, which
represent net earnings of the railroad, upon which the
Board have a prior lien. T am informed that the present
Board bave rescinded the action of its predecessors ap-
proving my accounts.  While respectfully contending
that the approval of my accounts by your predecessors is
final, and can not be rescinded so as to affect my rights,
yet, desiring an early and satisfactory settlement, I re-
quest that I may be informed what action the Board will
iake in the premises. I desire nothing more than any
creditor in my relation to the Board ought in justice to
have—that is, just compensation for my services as goon
as practicable. il
If it is thought my bills are excessive, then I propose
to the Board to submit that question to the Attorney
General and James M. Baker, Egq., or any other attorney,
who has any familiarity or acquaintance with the history
of the litigation. Let them have the evidence and decide.
In that case, however, T am not to be limited to the
amount of the hills as approved, and their decision is to
be final. I request that you will submit this to the Board,
and from it an early answer,
Yours truly,
H. BISBEE, JR.
The attention of the Board was also called to the ac-
count of J. H. Durkee, Referee, for $2,771.95 allowed
and ordered by the former Trustees to he paid from the
Iunds received from the registry of the court in the case
of the SBtate et al. va. E. C. Anderson et al.
Also to other claims against said Fund not yet allowed.
On motion, Mr. Raney was requested to netify all per-
sons claiming any portion of said funds that no action
would be taken prejudicial to any of their rights by the
Board of Trustees, without due notice to all concerned.
The Board then adjourned.
GEO. F. DREW, President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY,
Secretary.
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Tallahassee, Florida, February 1, 1877.
The Board met in the office of the Attorney General.
Present: George F. Drew, Governor.
Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
George P. Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Tmmigration.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap-
proved.

The application of James 0. Devall to be refunded the
purchase money paid Ay him for a certain tract of land
was taken up for consideration. The said Devall on the
15th of July 1858, purchased from the Trustees of the In-
ternal Tmprovement Fund the NW1 of NE] of Section 22,
Township 10, South Range 26, East, which lands Tiad been
selected for the State as swamp land, Lut the United
States Government have referred to patent the same fo the
State becaunse it is embraced in what was formerly the
Palatka Military Reserve. The whole amount paid for
said land by said Devall was §35.61, and a deed was made
to him on the 29th of July, 1861. The said Devali has ex-
ecuted and delivered to the Trustees a quit claim deed
for said land.

Ordered, That said entry be cancelled, and that the
Treasurer pay to said James O. Devall fifty-five dollars
and sixty-one cents, the amount of purchase monesy paid
by him as aforesaid for said land.

An app.ication was received from W, 8. Tucker to have
refunded to himm forty dollars paid by him for the pur-
chase of the NE1 of S8E}l of Section 24, Township 12,
South, Range 26, East, which tract had been previously
gold to M. L. Mickles.

Ordered, That the Treasurer refund said purchase
money upon the return and surrender of the deed made by
the Truetecs conveying said land to the said W. 5. Tucker.

The Salesman presented an abstract of the sales dnring
the month of January, showing that 2,280 acres of land
had been sold and $2,245.13 received therefor.

- Mr. Corley presented the application of YFrances J.
Lynch for a deed for the BE4 of SEL of Section 6, in
Township Z1. South of Range 30, East, which tract had
been sold to her by Williams, Swann & Corley, Agents, ap-
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pointed liy 1the U. 8. Cireunit Court for the sale of lands
belonging to the Internal Improvement Fund, and the
purchase meney for which had been paid over to the Treas-
urer of the Board. ;

Ordered, That the Trustees will make a deed conveying
said iaud to the said Frances J. Lynch.

The Salesman presented an abstract of the sales made
at Jacksonville by M. A. Williams, Agent of the Trusiees,
during the month of January, showing that he hagd sold
923.05 acres of land,"and had received therefor and paid
over $893.03.

Algn, the account of M. A. Williams, Agent, for commis-
gions on said sales, amounting to $89.30, which was ap-
proved and the Treasurer instructed to pay the same.

Mr. Rauey oifered the following resolution which was
adopted :

Resolved, That the Salesman be instructed to discon-
tinue the agency for the sale of lands at Jacksonville after
the end of the present month, and give notice thereof by
advertisement.

The Commitiee on Rules presented a set of Rules and
Regulations, which were read, amended and adopted as
follows:

RULES.

1. The officers of this Board shall consist of a Presi-
dent, Sceretary, Salesman and Treasurer.

2. The I'resident shall preside at all meetings of the
Board: sliall sign al orders of the Board for the payment
of mon=y ; shall sign the minutes of each meeting of the
Board and shall perform such other duties as may be re-
quired of him by the Board. Tn the absence of the Presi-
dent, the Baard may chose a President pro tem, who shall
perform the duties of the President during such absence.

3. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to record the
minutes of the Board in a book to be kept for that pur-
poge, and to countersign the minutes of each meeting. He
ghall attest all orders of the Board for the payment of
money. Iie shall keep regular accounts showing the
amounts of ail orders drawn by the Board, stating ihe
partienlar heads of payments; shall write guch corre-
spondence as may be necessary to be carried on by the
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Board; and shall perform such other duties as may be re-
quired of hiui.

4, It shall be the duty of the Balesman fo make all
gales of lunds under such rules and regulations as mnay be
establishe¢ by the Board. Ke shall keep and preserve all
books, maps, charts, papers, documents and evidence ap-
pertaining to or concerning said lands; and shall report
moathly te the Board the quantity of land sold and 1the
amourt of purchase money received therefor.

9. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive all
moneys which by the rules and regulations of this Beard
are required to be paid over to him, or which by special
order he may be required to receive. He shall pay out of
gaid moneys such orders as may from: time to time he
drawn upon Lim by direction of the Board, provided said
ordeis be signed by the President and counfersigued by
the Secretary. ITe shall keep regular accounts of :he re-
ceipws and payments, which shall at all times be subject
to the inspection of the Board. He shall give a hond
payable to the Governor of this State, and his successors
in offive, in the peual sum of ten thousand dollars condi-
tioned 1o discharge his duties faithfully, with securities
to %e ajproved by the Board. He shall report monthly
the amouni of receipts and disbursements; and shall per-
form such other duties as may from time to time be re-
quired of Lim by the Board.

6. At each meeting of the Board shall be rnoted on the
minules the names of all the members present.

7. Upon all orders for the payment of money, or for the
gale of lands, the vote shall be taken and recorded by yeas
and najs.

8. The regular meetings of this Board shall be held on
the first Wednesday of every month, but the Board may
meet as often as it is called together by the President. op
in his ahsencve by the Secretary, whose duty it shall be to
call such meeting at the request of any two members of
the T.oard.

9. Any person desiring to purchase Imternal Improve-
ment or swamp lands may do o by making application
therefor to the Salesman, whose duty it shall be, if the
tract applied for be vacant and subject to entry to give to
said applicant a certificate of that fact, stating the num-
ber of acres in the tract and the price per acre. Tipon
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the preseniation of such certificate to the Treasurver, it
shall be his duty to receive the purchase moner from ihe
applicant aud give his receipt therefor; and upon the
filing of such receipt in the office of the Salesman, said
Salesman shail prepare a deed for the signature of the
Trustecs conveying said land to the purchaser, and may
deliver 1o gaid purchaser a certificate of purchase for ihe
land.

10. Where applications shall be received for the same
tract of iand at the same time by two or more persons,
the tract shall be offered for sale to the highest bidder,
in the following manner, to wit: If all the applicants
are present, the Salesman shall forthwith receive bids for
the land and make the sale accordingly. Where any  of
gaid applicants_shall be absent, the Salesman ‘shall ap-
point a day, not less than fifteen nor more than sixty days
from the time of the application, and shall give notice o
the parties that said land will be offered for sale on said
day to the highest bidder and on the day appeinted the
land shall Lie o offered, and in the mean time shall he re-
served from siaie. No application for land shall he con-
gidered such for the purposes aforesaid unless accompan-
ied with the full amount of cash necessary to make the
entry.

11. When any person shall have erroneously entered
Internal Tmprovement or swamp lands, and shall desire
to effect a change of entry, he shall e permitted to do
g0 nnder the following regulations:

The applicant must make affidavit before some officer
authorized to administer oaths, that the tract of land he
desires to enter ig the one which he intended to enter at
the time of hLis original application; that at the time
of  said oviginal application, he was mistaken in
the numbers of the land, and that he had used due dili-
gence in ascertaining the true numbers before making
said application; that he has not transferred or other-
wise encuiunbered his title to the land; that the tract he
desires to enter does not embrace the residence or culti-
vated lands of any other person, and that he has not cut
or removed any timber from the tract erroneously en-
tered. 'The certificate of purchase or deed must be sur-
rendered and aceompany the papers. Where it has been
lost or mislaid, the party applying must advertise it'for
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one month in some newspaper published in this State,
and give notice of intention to apply for a change of en-
try. Where a deed has been made and delivered to the
purchaser, a deed of relinquishment shall be made recon-
veying the title to the Trustees of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund. and if the deed to the purchaser has been re-
corded in the Clerk’s office of the county where the lands
lie, the deed of relinquishment shall likewise be recorded,
and a certificate shall be produced from the clerk show-
ing that said deed has been recorded, and that the records
of his office do not exhibit any other conveyance of or ¢n-
cumbrance of title to the land.

12. When the change of entry is effected, the Salesniin
shall nofe upon the original certificate or deed the facts
of the case, to wit: That the entry has Lieen changed from
the tract named in said certificate or deed to another,
designating the latter and the number of the latter entry.

13. Where the tract which the party desires to enter
does not belong to the Internal Improvement Fund, or is
not subject to entry, then, upon the applicants compli-
ance with the foregoing regulations, so far as the same
are applicable, the entry shall be cancelled, and the pur-
chase money refunded, or the entry changed to such other
tract as the applicant may desire,

On motion, it was ordered that the Secretary have the
foregoing rules printed,

Mr. Corley offered the following resolution:

Be it Resolved by the Trustees of the Internal Tmprove-
ment Fund, That every settler upon the lands claimed by
this State under the provisions of the Act of Congress
approved September 28 1850, entitled “An Act to enahle
the Bfate of Arkansas and other States to reclaim the
swamp lands within their limits” but which have not
been approved to the State by the Recretary of the In-
terior at Washington, shall be and he is hereby author-
ized to enter any number of acres. not more than one
hundred and sixty, to include his improvement, within
three months after the date when said lands shall be
brought inta market by this Board; Provided, however,
that such settlep claiming the right of preemption un-
der this resolution shall, before the day when such lands
are brought into market, file with the salesman of this
Board his statement in writing declaring his intention to
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enter the lands settled by him, describing the same, and
shall make affidavit that he has settled upon the lands
&0 described, and that such lands do not embrace the
residence, cultivated lands, or improvements of any
other person. All such declaratory statements shall be
numhered and filed by the Salesman and noted upon the
plats; and whenever any of the lands so applied for
have been approved to the State and an order has been
made by this Board to bring the same into market, the
salesman shall send a notice thereof to all persons who
have filed their statements as aforesaid for any of said
lands, such notice to be sent to the nearest or most con-
venient I’ost office to the particular tracts applied for.
Should any settler, after filing his preemption claim as
aforesaid, and before the land is brought into market, gell
or transfer his claim to any other person, and notify the
salesmar of thizs Board thereof, the purchager or trans-
feree shall be entitled to the same rights and privileges
in entering the land as the original apuolicant had before
such sale or transfer.

Which resolution was read and adopted, and ordered
to be printed with the other rules and regulations
adopted by the Board

A letter was received from Mr. J. B. Biripling, form-
erly Timber Agent, setting forth certain alleged grievances
and losses sustained by him by reason of the action of the
former administration in revoking his agency after he
bad made certain seizures of timber,

Which was read and placed on file.

A letter was received from L. W. Dallas applying to
enter the NI} of NW} of Section 2, Township 1, North,
Range 6, East, at a reduced price accompanied with a
certificate of several citizens that said tract, with the
exception of 8 cr 10 acres, is absolutely worthless.

On motion, the Salesman was authorized to sell said
tract at the price of seventy cents per acre.

On metion, Messrs. Gwynn & Corley were appointed a
Committee to confer with W, J, Barnett, respecting the
trespasses upon timber lands and the proper policy to be
pursued with reference thereto.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.
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Tallahassee, Florida, February 2. 1877.

The Board met in the office of the Attorney General.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Cc¢lumbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commr. of Lands & Immi-
gration.

The reading of the minutes of last meeting was post-
poned.

The Committee appointed to confer with Mr. \W. .J. Bar-
nett reporled that they had done so and had invited Mr.
Barnett to appear in person before the Board and give
his views and opinions respecting the proper policy to be
pursued to »revent trespass upon the publie lands.

Mr. Barneti being present, a long consulfation was Lad
upon that subject and upon the appointment of Timber
Agents for the protection of the lands.

On motion, the Board recommended to His Lixcelleney,
ihe Governor, that the State be divided into four districts
and that he appoint a Timber Agent for each district.
The first disirict to embrace the portion of the Stafe lving
west of the Apalachicola river—the second disfrict to
embrace the portion of the State Iying between the Apala-
chicola river and the Florida railroad, except the county
of Nassau—the third district to embrace so much of the
countins of Alachua and Levy as lies east of the Florida
railroad, and the counties of Hernando, Hillsborongh,
Mauatee Monroe, Snmter and Polk—the fourth -hstnrt
to embrace the counties of Nassau, Duval, Clay. Putnam,
Marion, 8t. Johns, Volusia, Orange, Brevard and Dade
and so much of the county of Bradford as lies east of the
Florida raiirvoad.

Mr. C. Drew offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That this Board will pay to the Timber
‘Agents .nmnmfed by the Governor for the districts recom-
mended by the Board a compensation not exceeding one
hundred dellars a month, ineluding such amonnt as the
Board of Eiducation may agree to pay from the School
:ta,m% Seminary Funds, such compensation to be paid gquar-

eriy.

:E_D(Im Itlm adoption of the resolution the vote was:
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Yeas--Gov. Drew, Messrs. €. Drew, Gwynn, Rapey
and Coriey.—2.

Nays—None.

So the resolution was adopted.

Mr. Raney offered the following resolution which was
adopted

Resolved, That cutting of timber of any kind on any
lands of the Internal Improvement Fund of Florida is
prohibited ; and Timber Agents are forbidden to make any
contract vermiiting persons to cut any timber thereon, or
for the sale of any such timber: and all confraels for the
cutting of the same arve revoked. Provided, That nothing
in thiz reselution shall prevent persons who have cut any
such timber, whether cedar or other kind, under confracts
with snzh agents, from removing the same; but such per-
sons shull be and are allowed till the first day of March fo
removz the same from such lands on paying for the same
according ta their contracts.

Mr. Raney offered the following resolution, which was
adopted :

Resolved, That all Timber Agents are requived fo  in-
quire diligenily into all trespasses which haye leen or
may be commitied on the Internal Tmprovement TLands,
and to report the same to this Board.

The following proposition was received from Simpson
& Co.

To the Trastecs of the Internal Improvement Fund:

We propose to purchase from your Board certain lands
Iying in Sanin Rosa county, a deseription of which is
hereto appended. These lands arve all, or nearly all, in
swamps Iying cn either side of Clear and Cold Water
C‘s. a1d arve almost valueless, there being no timber on
thé®ame, except Titi and swamp growth. For anything
like agriculinral purposes, they are now and will be abso-
Iutely viineless.  Our object in desiring the fee to them
is thizs: We are engaged in the husiness of saw-milling in
Milton and bring our logs mostly down these streams,
which are small and erocked. It is our intention to dig
lateral ditehes and to a great extent straighten them. if
the price at which we can obtain the fee in them is suffi-
ciently Jow to justify us in doing so. If we should first
dig and plongh these ditches, any person maliciously dis-
posed could for a small sum enter a 40 or 80 acges of
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them, and refusing to permit us to pass through cause vs
to lose ouv entire outlay, or force us to pay lim a large
sum of money. In view of the character of these lands,
and of the fact that they are of no value to us whatever
except for :he purpose mentioned, we think 10 cents per
acre 2 sufficient price for them. And we can with {ruth
say that we believe that it is the best disposition your hon-
orable body can ever make of them, so far as pecuniary
return is concerned, aside from promoting the ohjects in
a small way of the peculiar trusts of your office.
SIMPSON & CO., per Geo. . McWhorter.

(List of Lands annexed in Townships 2, 3, & 5, North,
Range 29, West and Townships 5 & 6, North, Range 27,
West, embracing 6,197.97 acres.)

On motion the consideration of said proposition was
postvoned until the next meeting,

On meiion of Mr. Corley, Mr. Columbus Drew was
elected Secretary of the Board.

The Board then adjonrned.
Attest GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGII A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee. Florida. February 7, 1877.
The Board met in the Executive Office.
Prezert: George F. Drew. Governor.,
Columbus Drew. Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
Hugh A. Corley, Commr. of Lands & Immi-
gration.
The minutes of the two last meetings were read and.ap-
proved.
George R. Fuirbanks, Esq., appeared before the Board
and presented the following petition :
To th2 Board of Trustees of the TInternal Tmprovement
Fund of the State of Florida -

Your petitioner respectfully represents that on the 5th
day of April, A. D. 1854, he entered at the U, . Land
Office, at Newnansville, Florida, by virtue of the power
conferred by Surveyor Genl’s certificate No, 1, issued to
M. E. Levy in the matter of the 38,000 acre grant to F.
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de la Maza Arredondo, the following described parcels of
land, to-wit:

Lots 1 & 2 of Sec. 18, T. 12, R. 22 15.20-100 acres

Liot 2 of Bec. 7, T, 12 R. "2 50, EG 100 acres

Frac. Sec. 17 T. 12 R. 22 36.26-100 acres
and received of the Receiver of said U. 8. Land Office
the several oificial receipts of such entry, now ready to be
here produccd. That owing to the failurz of the
Register of said TLand Office to make due entry
of esaid enfries upon the Traect Books,
the said lands were subsequently, to-wit, on July 16th,
1855, approved as swamp and overflowed lands, and
have been patented to the State erroneously. That the
Com. of Genl. Land Office has now caunsed the record
of such entries to be made upon the books and plats of the
Land Office, and has declared such entries made by your
petitioner on the 5th Apl. 1854, to be valid and subsisting
entries and prior in point of location to the selection
and approval of the same as swamp and overflowed
lands—and has requested the Governor of this State to
surrender the same. Your petitioner is informed that one
G. J. Arnow, as Trustee of Esther L. Arnow, claims to
have entered and received a deed for a part of the same
from your Board on the 25th Nov. 1868, and one W. T.
Shuford for a part of the same on the 24th Apl. 1873,
Your petitioner prays that your Board will take the
requisite action for the surrender of such deeds, cancella-
tion of such entries and surrender of said lands as may
be proper and requisite in the premises, and to cancel
such erroneous lecation and subsequent action thereon.

Very respectfully submitted,
G. R. FAIRBANKS.

Mr. Corley offered the following resolutions:

Resolved, That the Salesman be instructed to prepare
a deed for the signature of the Governor relinquishing
to the United States the title of the State to Lot No. 2 of
Bection 7, in Township 12, South 'of Range 22, East and
that the Secretary be instvnctpd to write to G. J. Arnow,
Trustee of Esther I.. Arnow and to W. T. Shuford, stat-
ing the facts set forth in the petition of Mr. George R.
Fairbanks, and requesting from them a relinquishment
and reconveyance to the Trustees of the lands sold and
conveyed to them respectively.
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Resolved, further, That when said lands are relin-
quished and reconveyed to the Trustees by the said pur-
chasers, the same will be relinquished to the United
States.

Resolved, further, That should said purchasers, or either
of them, refuse to relinquish and reconvey said lands to
the Trustees, we do hereby authorize Geogge R. Fairbanks
to use the name of this Board for the purpose of insti-
tuting such legal proceedings as may be necessary to pro-
cure a surrender of the deeds made by the Trusteeg con-
veying said !apds, and a re-conveyance of suid land to
the Trustees—such proceedings to he at the cost of ihe
gaid G. R. Fairbanks.

‘Which resolutions were read and unanimously adopted.

On motion, the consideration of the proposition of
Simpson & Co., was further postponed.

The Board ihen adjourned.

Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Acting Secretary.

o ——

Tallahassee, Florida, February 16, 1877,

The Board met in the Executive office.

Present: George F. Drew. Governor.

Columbus Drew. Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General,

Hugh A. Corley. Commr. of Lands & Immi-
gration.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and  ap-
proved.

The question of the discontinuance of the avency for
the sale of lands at Jacksonville was digcussed, and Mr,
Corley was requested to confer with M. A. Williams, the
agent at that place, respecting the terms and commis
sions of said ngeney.

M. r‘nlumhm Drew offered the following resolution,
which was adopted:

Resolved, That the Timber Agents appointed by the
Governor are expected to devote their entive (ime to ihe
discharg: ef their dnties as Agents, in traveling from
point to poaint through all parts of their districts; and
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such Agents shall make to this Board a report quarterly
of the different points visited, and of all transactions
done by them as such agents, and that the Governor be
requested, whep forwarding the appointment of Agents,
to commmpicate the above instructions to them.
The Beard then adjourned.
Attest GE(O. F. DREW, President.
HUGH A. CORLEY, Acting Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, February 22, 1877.

The Toard met in the Attorney General's office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn. Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General.

Tueh A. Corley, Commr. of Lands & Tmmi-
gration.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap-
proved.

AMr. Corley offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the resolution adopted February 1, 1877,
to diseontinue the agency for the sale of lands at Jack-
sonville Le and the same is hereby rescinded, and that
sueh agency be continued; Provided, That the expenses
thereaf shall not exceed five per cent of the amount of
sales at said office. '

Upon ihe adoption of =aid resolution the vot= vas:

Yeaz—(tav. Drew, Messrs, €. Drew, Gwynn, Raney and
Corley.—i.

Nayvs-—Noue,

So the veanlntion was adopted. y

The socretary laid before the Board a letter from 7.
King, of Tort Ogden. Manatee County, addressed to the
Hon. T. A. Tendry, requesting anthority fo act as Agent
for the sale of {he State lands in the countiez of Polk,
Manatea a1 HMonroe,

The question of establishing an agency for the sale of
lands in SRouth Florida having heen discussed, the follow-
ing resolution was prepared and submitted to the Board:

Resolred, That an agency is hereby established at
Tampa for the sale of lands belonging to the Internal Im-
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provenent Fund lying in the *counties of Hernando,
Hillsborough, Polk, Manatee and Monroe; Provided, the
expenses thercofl shall-not exceed five per cent of the
amount received from the sale of lands at snch ageney.
No sales made at such agency shall be binding upon the
Trustees unless the purchase money is paid over to the
Salesman of this Board. The agent shall be appointed by
the Commissioner of Lands and Immigration, subject to
the approval of this Board.

Upaon the adoption of the resolutfion the vote was:

Yeas—Goy, Drew, Messrs. C. Drew, Gwynn, Raney and
Corley.—5.

Nays—None.

So the resolnlion was adopted.

Mr. George T'. Raney presented an account acainst the
Board for amount paid to Clerk of the U. 8. Supreme
Court for printed record of the case of the State of Florv-
ida et al vs. IZ. C. Anderson et al ($20.00) and the copy of
petition of EH. Bisbee, Jr, for fees in said case (88.00)
amountirg to £28.00.

Which acconnt was allowed and ordered to he paid.

Hon. Travid T.. Yulee, Vice President and Acting I'resi-
dent of the Atlantic. Gulf and West India Transit Com-
pany. ralled to the attention of the Board the letfer ad-
dressed hy him fo the Trustees .June 20, 1876, enclosing
lists of the Tnternal Tmprovement and Swamp lands Iving
within «ix miles of the located line of that Company’s
road from Waldo to Ocala, embraced in the odd numbered
sections, which said lands are claimed as beloncine  to
that Company by virtue of the 15th Section of the Infer-
nal improvement Act of 1855,

On motion, the letter was referred to a committee con-
sisting of Mesers. Raney and Corley to investigate the
legal questiong involved and report thereon.

The petition of Rimpson & Co. presented on ihe 2d in-
stant was taken up for consideration.

Hon. George G. McWhorter, Attorney for Simpson &
Co., appeared before the Board and presented verbal modi-
fications of the propositions contained in their petition,
and among of]}o;: things stated that Simpson & Co. would
br.e as well satisfied to obtain the right of wav for their
dx_tcgl or canal a8 to purchase the lands, and wounld be
willing to pay for such right of way as much as they
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would for the lands themselves. Whereupon, on molion

of Mr. Corley, it was

Ordered, That the petition of Simpson & Co. be refer-
red to Mr. Raney for the purpose of preparinz a resolu-
tion gravting the right of way to the petitioners through
the swamp lands named therein upon the payment of two
hundred and fifty dollars.

The anplication of George G. MecWhorter for the change
of eniry of No. 7757 from the SE+ of 8W4 of Section 27,
Township 5. North, Range 29, West, was considered and
the Salesman was authorized to allow such entry changed
to another tract.

The following petition was received from the Tresident
of the S8t. Johns, Lake Bustis and Gulf Railroad Com-
pany :

To His Excellency, G. F. Drew, Governor of the State of
Floridi and Chairman of the Board of Internal Tm-
provement:

Your peiitioners, the President and Directors of the Sf
Johns, Dake Kustis and Gnolf Railroad. wonld resnectfully
represens unic vour Esxcellency and the Board of Iuter-
nal Tmprovements, that your petitioners, in the year 1576,
organized under the eeneral incorporation law of this
State a company for the purnose of constrneting a rail-
road from Lake George. on the St. Johns River, to Lake
Eustis in the county of Orange, a distanee of twenty four
miles. and ihence to some point on the Gulf coast. The
primary object of your petitioners is the constimetion of
that part of the road lving between Lake George and
Take Eustis, as. when this is dove, the Lake system of
Orane= and Sumter counties. embracing Lakes Harris,
Enstis. Gritfin and Dora. with a froutage of 200 iailes,
wonld have an cutlet for their trade and transportation
facilities sucl o5 would induce immigrants fo  setfle up
the thousands of acres of vacant lands within casy reach
of their shores and which arve valueless so long ns  this
beauntiful seetion remains land-locked. Your petitioners
would farther represent that the 8t. Johns river. Lake
Fustis and Gulf Railroad Company have been  pushing
the construciion of this part of its line within the past
ten mounths a8 vigorougly as the exigency of the time has
permitled 1t has been able to complete the sorading of
the twenty four miles at a cost of about §1500.

i
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Yonr petitioners would furti represent unto yvour
Honorable 13oard that the financial difficulties pressing
80 heavil: upon the whole country, and especially upon
those localities from which this road should reasonably
expect that rountenance and aid necessary to the prose-
cution of this enterprise, seem now to imperil the pros-
pect of it speedy completion. In this emergency your
petitioners appeal to this Honorable Board to exiend the
helping hand fo this Company, as we believe you are em-
powered by law to do, and enable it to complete what it
has hegun. We are advised that under the Act of Inter-
nal Improvement, your Honorable Board are directed to
fix {he price of the Internal Improvement Lands, and to
gell the same for the purpose indicated in said act. We
therefore ask that you will sell to the vompany that we
represent 100,000 acres of the Internal Tmprovement
land of 1his State at the price of five cents per acre. to he
located by the Company within such limits as 1Lis Board
may deternive, and nsed by it solely and exclusively for
the purpose of completing the aforesaid road.

THOMAS C. LANIER,
President of 8t. Johns. Lake Eustis & . It. .

Which petition was read and ¢n motion laid on the
table.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Acting Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, February 24, 1877,

The Board met in the Exerutive office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew. Comptroller.

Walter Gwvnn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commr. of Lands & Tmmi-
gration.

Mr. Raney 1o whom had heen referred the hill of .1, M.
& H. J. Baker, far $500 for prafessional services rendered
ag attorneys, which bill had been allowed and ordered to
be paid by the former Trustees, renorted that he had cor-
responded with Messrs. J. M. & H. J. Baker respecting
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the same, and read to the Board a letter received from
them in reference to the services for which said bill was
presented, which lefter is as follows:

Hon. Geo. I". Raney, Attorney General.

Dear Sir: In relation to yvour inquiry as to services
rendered by us as attorneys in the case of Vose va. the
Trusitees of the Internal Improvement Fund, we resp’ty.
state that onr bill covers atsention, care and management
of the cage at and during two terms of the United States
Court, December Term 1875, and December Term 1876 : in
attention to seftlement of accounts of the Agents and Re-
ceiver; making and resisting motions arising in the case.
The maost important were in the claims presented for al-
lowance 1o Complainant for Solicitors’ fees and expenses:
One for $5.000 for Solicitors’ fees; and another aceount
presented covering claims for Solicitors’ fees and ex-
penses.  Since the commencement of the suif. amounting
to $31.000. This claim was argued at length by Gen.
Jackson ard 1he writer. continuing all day and into the
............ and was referred to a Master to inquire if
anything should be allowed, and if so, what. Master to
report {o next term of the Court. The intimations the
Court cave were decidedly favorable and it was re-
marked that the Court preferred however to refer decision
to the recular Judge of the Circuit or Distriet Court.
Thus far we have suceeded in defeating the above very
large demands of the complainant. The case iz one pre-
senting great varviety of aspects or points—has been ably
and vigilantly prosecuted—and to take proper eare of its
managemaut imposes much responsibility. as well for
these reasons as for the large amount involved.

We irust this statement mav be satisfactory.

Very respectfullv. efe.,

J. M. & H. J. BAKER, Atiys., Ete.

oy —

Feby. 23, 1877.

On wofion. the Treasnrer was instructed to pay the hill
of Messrs. J. M. & H. J. Baker. Attorneys, for professional
services rendered as stated in their communication.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGIH A. CORLEY, Acting Secretary.
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Tallahassee, Florida, February 27, 1877.
The BBoard met in the Executive office.
Present: George F. Drew, Governor.
Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
George I. Raney, Attorney General.
Tiugh A. Corley, Commr. of Lands & DLmi-
gration. »

Mr. Joseph H. Durkee in person and with his attorney
John A. Henderson, Esq., appeared hefore the Board and
urged the payment of his account for $2.771.95 for ser-
vices rendered as referee and master in chancery in  the
suit of tlie 8tate of Florida and the Trustees I. I. Fund vs.
the Jacksonville, Pensacola and Mobile Railroad Com-
pany and ofhers; which said account had been allowed by
the former Trustees on the 1st Janunary., 1877, and or-
dered paid out of the funds turned over by the Supreme
Court avising i the suit of the State of Florida et al. vs.
E. €. Anderson et al.

The claim was diseussed, but no conclusion was reached
in referenee to the same, and the matter was posiponed.

The Board 1hen adjourned.

Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Acting Secretary.

~ Tallahassee, Florida, March 7, 1877.

The Board met in the Executive office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Celumbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

Hugh A. Corley, Commr. of Lands & Tmmi-
aration.

The mivutes of the three last meetings were read and
approved.

The Governor laid before the Board the following lnt-
ter from Denniz Eagan, late General Manacer of the
Jackscnville, Pensacola and Mohile Railroad:

y Tallahassee, Florida, March 6. 1877.
8ir: T have the honor to inform vou that I am new
ready to settle up my accounts as Agent of 1the State of
Florida and General Manager of the Jacksonville, Pensa-
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cola and Mohile R. R. and to turn over the balance of
cash and credits on hand. I therefore respectfully re-
quest that yourself and the Board of Trustees of the Inter-
nal Improvement Fund will designate some cofficer or
agent 1o whom I may submit my statement and vouchers,
and from whom I may receive receipts in full setilement
thereof.
Very respectiylly,

D. EAGAN.
To His Fxeeliency, Geo. F. Drew, Governor of Florida.

In compliance with said letter, and with the advice and
consent of the Board, His Excellency, Gov. Drew ap-
pointed Gen, T, C. Spooner and Hugh A. Corley. Esq., to
receive from Mr. Eagan the cash and credits now in  his
hands with his statement and vouchers.

The Salesman filed his abstract for the month of Feb-
ruary, showing quantity of land sold 1694 53-100 acres,
amount of purchase money therefor $1,547.37.

The Treasurer filed his statement for the month of Feb-
ruary showing the receipt and disbursement of $1.547.37.

The proposition of the St. Johns, Lake Enstis and Gulf
Railroad Company, which had been read and laid on the
table on the 224 ult., was taken up for consideration.

Mr. Corley offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That this Board will sell to the St. Johns,
Lake Enstis and Gulf Railroad Company ninety thousand
acres of the swamp lands, embraced in the odd numbered
gectiong, Iving on each side of and nearest to their line of
road, at 1he price of five cents per acre, said lands to be
located within fifteen miles of said road and west of the
St, Johns river—conveyvance of said lands not fo be made
until the said road is completed from the waters of the
St. Johns river to Lake Eustis: Provided, however, that
unless said road is completed as aforesaid within twelve
months, this sesolution may be rescinded by thiz Board.

TUpon the adoption of the resolution, the vote was:

Yeas—(iov. Drew, Messrs. Gwynn and Corley.

Nayi—Nnne.

Mr. Columbug Drew was excused from voting.

So the resolution was adopted. ‘

The secretary laid before the Board the following notive
which had been filed on the 26th ult. -
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To the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the

State of TFlorida:

The Western Railroad Company, a corporation of {he
State of Florida, organized, among other prurposes, to con-
struet that part of the line between the St. .Johns river,
at Jacksonville, and the waters of Pensacola Bay, which
lies between Chattahoochee or the Apalachicola river and
the waters of the Pensacola Bay, hereby give notice 1o yon
of its full acceptance of the pmvisions of the Act to pro-
vide for and encourage a liberal system of Infernal Im
provements in this State approved January 6th, 1855,

WILLIAM D. BARNEE,
President.
February 26th, 1877.

Mr. Columbus Drew resigned his position as Secretary
of the Board of Trustees of the Internal Tmprovement
Fund, and Mr. Hugh A. Corley was elected Secretary.

The following bill was presented, allowed and ordered
paid:

W. G. Btewart, P. M. at Tallahassee for postage stamps
to the office of the Salesman, nine dollars—§9.00.

The account of G. H. Johnson, formerly County Sur-
veyor of Manatee County, for surveying land supposed
to have been trespassed upon, under insfructions from
the Sheriff of said County, 18 days at $5.00 per day,
amounting to $90. was presented. This account had heen
presented to the Legislature of 1875 as a claim against
the State of Florida, and a hill passed both Houses for
the payment of the same, but was vetoed by the Governor
for the reason that the same should have been paid from
the Fund for the protection of which the services were
rendered.

On motion, it was Ordered, that the account be allowed
and the Treasurer instructed to pay the same.

A letter was laid before the Board addresscl to Gov-
ernor Drew by D. W. Hendrickson, of Red Bank, N. J..
claiming to have been interested in a contract with the
former Trustees for the construction of the West Florida
and Mobile Railroad, and inquiring as to the probability
of having the provisions of said contract venewed or ex-
tended.

" Ordered, that the Secreiary 1eply to the communica-
ion.
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The following proposition was received from James B.
Rtone:

To the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of

Florida:

The undersigned respectfully represents to your Board
that there is a large quantity of land belonging to your
Fund in Township 3, South, of Range 9, West, which is
swampy and overflowed, and entirely unfit for cultivation
without artificial drainagg. This land lies near the
Chipola river, and to reclaim the same will require ex-
tensive ditching, and the drains would have to be dug both
deep and wide. The work which would reclaim a small
portion of this land would necessarily bhenefit a large
quantity of the adjacent lands. I respectfully request of
your Board to be authorized to make the neceksary
ditches and drains to reclaim one thousand acres or more
of said lands, to-wit: The El of SEL of Section 5, all of
Sec. 8, and the NEi of NE} W31 of NE} and NV of Sec-
tion 17, in said township. Other lands will necessarily
be reclaimed by the work done, but the tracts named
above are specified in order that the contract may be
definite, and also the proof when the work is done. I am
willing to do the work necessary to render said lands fit
for cultivation, and to furnish proof of the due execu-
tion of the work within a reasonable time, and also proof
of the present condition of the lands showing their unfit-
ness for cultivation without drainage, provided the Trus-
tees will convey to me 160 aeres of the lands atter they
are reclaimed, to be selected by me in one body, and will
in the mean time reserve the lands from sale.

JAS. B. STONE,

Mr. Corley offered the following resolutions:

Be it Resolved by the Trustees of the Internal Tmprave-
ment Fund of Florida, That James B. Stone, of Calhoun
County, Florida, is hereby authorized to enter upon.
ditch and drain the following swamp and overflowed
lands, to-wit: The East half of the South East quarter

" of SBection Five, all of Section Eight, and the North East
quarter of the North Iast quarter, the west half of the
North East quarter, and the North West quarter of See-
tion Seventeen, in Townghip three, South of Range Nine,
West, so as to reclaim said lands and render them fit
for cultivation: and whenever the said James B. Stone
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shall furnish proof to the satisfaction of this Board that
the necessary ditches and drains have been dug so as to
render said lands fit for ealtivation. together with proot
that said lands are unfit for cultivation without artificial
drainage, then this Board will convey fo the said James
B. Stone one hundred and sixty acres of said lands, to be
selected by him in a compact body by legal subdivisions,
in consideration of the work done by him in rveclaiming
said lands; Provided, that the work shall be done and
proof made within twelve months from this date,

Be it further resolved, that the lands above mentioned
shall be reserved from sale until the further order of this
Board.

Upon the adoption of tha rescluticns the vote was:
Governer Drew, Messes. C, Drew, Gwynn & Cor-

ley—4.

Nays—None.

Sp the resolutions were adopted.

A letter was received from Robert .J. Kendrick stating
that on the 30th day of November last he applied to
Williams and Corley. Agents at Jacksonville for the sale
of lands, to purchase for Isabella C. Kendrick the SE}
of NW1 and NE3 of SW1 of See. 12, Township 14, South,
Range 21 East, and also fo purchase for Jacob Jackson
the SE} of SW1 of the same section—that he paid to
said Williams & Corley the purchase money for said
lands at the price of $1.25 per acre, and received their
receipt therefor—that he was subsequently notified that
said lands had been reserved for the henefit of Wliliam
Lever, and that said Lever subsequently, to-wit, on the
14th day of December was permitted to enter said land,
and the same was conveyed to him by decd. Tpon these
facts, the said Kendrick claimed that the said [sabella C.
Kendrick and Jacob Jackson are entitled to the land, and
asked relief from tlie Board.

The Salesman corroborated the statementz made in
said letter. :

On motion, it was ordered, that Isabella C. Kendrick
and Jacob Jackson he permitted to use the name of the
Trustees of the Internal Tmprovement Fund. should the
same be necessary, to procure from the Court an order or
decrse compelling a surrender of the dead made to Wil-
liam Lever, and a re-conveyance of the land to Trustees,
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or for such other relief as said parties may be entitled to,
such proceedings to be at the cost of the said Kendrick
and Jackson.
The Board then adjourned.
GEORGE F. DREW, President.
Attest:
HUGH A. COBLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, March 13, 187T.

The Board met in the Executive office
Present: George F. Drew, Governor.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

The following tesolution was unanimously adopted.

Whereas, At the last meeting of this Board a resolu-
tion was adopted to sell to the St. Johns, Lake Eustis
and Gulf Railroad Company ninety thousand acres of
land at five cents per acre: and whereas, after mature
consideration we are convinced that a sale of lands at a
nominal price is not authorized under the Internal Im-
provement Act, and that in making such sale we trans-
cend our powers as Trustees: Therefore

Be if resolved by the Trustees of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund, That the resolution adopted on the sixth in-
stant for the sale of lands to the St. Johns, Lake Eustis
and Gulf Railroad Company at five cent8 per acre be and
the same is hereby rescinded. ,

The Board then adjourned, E

GEO. F. DREW, President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, April 16, 1877.

The Board met in the Executive office.
Preggent: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller,

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George . Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &

Immigration.
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The minutes of the last two meetings were read and
approved.

On motion it was

Ordered, That E. J. Berry be employed as Agent for the
protection of the State lands at a salary of one hundred
idollars a month, including whatever amount may be con-
tributed by the Board of Education for the prote®ion of
the School and Seminary lands.

Messrs. George 8. Norrizs and Andrew Banks, of Bal-
timore, appeared before the Board, and Mr. Norris made
a verbal statement of his actings and deings in England
in attempting the negotiation of lands helonging to the
Internal Improvement Fund under the previous contract
with the Trustees. !

- Messrs. Banks and Norris suggested to the Board the
propriety of continuing the effort to make such sales,
and requested that the Board indicate the ‘erms and
conditions which would he acceptable to {he Trustees
for that purpose.

Without taking any action in the premises the Board
adjourned.

GEO. F. DREW, President.

Attest:

HUGH A. CORLEY,
Secretary.

&« -

) Tallahassee, Florida, April 17, 1877.
The Board met in the Executive office.
Present: George F. Drew, Governor,
Columbus Drew, Cemptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
Hugh A, Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.
The following letter from George 8. Norris, Esq., was
read :
Tallahassee, April 16, 1877.
To the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of
Florida :
Gentlemen: The schedule which has engaged me for
the past 12 mos. has been to gel] 3,000,000 acres of selected
257 I

§
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Florida lands to net the State 25¢ per aere. The only
price named for these Jands during my late stay in Eng-
land was 2s. sterling per acre, or alout 47¢ the ditferenece
between the 47c and 25¢, say 22¢. after paying various
fees (including the Solicitors who have the control of
immense sums for investient. and who ave to bhe pur-
chased®as any other commodity) is to be apportioned,
one quarter for my services, one guarter to certain par-
ties in New York and Florvida, and one half to the parties
in Baltimore who have risked their funds expended in
my late trip, viz: $10,000, and who will be required to
pay a second sum should another attempt to sell be
made.

It will be essential to issue State Land Warrants,
chiefly of 40, 80 and 160 acres, so attractive that they will
be negotiable, to be exchanged for a State deed when lo-
cated. when the taxes commence, The price of said war-
rants to be stated on the face to be $1.00 per acre—for
any quantity of land sold under 100,000 acres. the price
to be at par, viz: §1.00; for 500,000 acres a discount of
25 per cent or T5e; for 1,000,000 a disct, of 33 1-3 pr. ef.;
for 2,000,000 acres 40 pr. c¢t.; and for the entire 3.000,000
acres 50 pr. ct.—the State to receive the entire benefit
for any sales effected in quantity less than the 3,000,000
acres. The parties taking the risk of the sale and the ex-
penses in no event to receive more than the dilterence be-
tween the 25¢ to the State and the 2sgsterling per acre.
A ‘schedule still more feasible having interest coupons
attached to the land warrants, I will be glad to name to
Your Board in person. |

I am, Yours Mo. Respectfully, G. 8. NORRIS.
The Board ihen adjourned.
Attest: GEOQ. F. DREW, President,

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, April 19, 187T.

The Bonrd met in the Executive office.
Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columhbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

(Gieorge P. Raney, Attorney General,

Hugh A, Corley, Commr. of Lands & Immi-

gration.
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The mivutes of the two last meetings * were read and
approved.

"The committee to whom was referred (he account of
Messrs. Williams, Swann and Corley for selecting swaip
lands, mide the following report:

To the Board of Trustees of the Tuternal Tmprovenient

Fund of Florida:

Your commmittee to whom was referred the #im of
Messrs. Williams, Swann and Corley for selections of
swamp and overflowed lands, under contract of May 18,
1873, with the Board of Trustees, the claim Deing for
$17.938.30 for selecting 896.915 acres of land (which have
been approved at Washington) for which they are to be
paid two cenis per acre for all lands selected and patent-
ed fo the Statfe, the same being by said contract pavahle
in 1Ands at the market price thercef out, of those lands
patented after such contract. heg to report: That 1hey
have examined the same and find that althongh these
lands have not heen patented. yet that the Board has
placed these lands on the market and are selling the same.
It is one npinian that. as the Board has placed tlie lands
80 selected on the markei, Messrs, William, Swann and
Corley ghould he allowed their claim, and we so recom-
mend. We annex hereto as a part of this reporr a com-
muaication received this day from Williams, Swann and
Corley, showing the other services as well as those ahove
mentioned rendered under said contract.

* WALTER GWYNN,
GEO. P. RANEY.

L « Committee,

April 19, 1877
Messrs. Raney and Gwynn.

Gentlemen: As you have been appointed a committee
to examin: the account of Williams. Swann and Corley
for selecling swamp lands, we will make the following
statement :

The confract was entered into May 18, 1873, and is
spread upon the minutes of the Board. Tinder the terms
of tha contract Williams, Swann and Corley were author-
ized to select all the Internal Improvement and Swamn
lands to which the State was entitled under the Acts of
Congress of 1841 and 1850. They were also requived to
assist the Trustees in endeavoring to procure 2n adjust-
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‘ment of all the claims of the State for lands which lad
been previously uelected but not approved or patented.
They were aiso to furnigh testimony to secure to the
State {he indemmity due, either in money or lands; under
the Acts of Congress of 1855 and 1857 for swamp lands
sold by ihe U. 8. after September 1850. TFor these ser-
vieces the Agents were to receive two cents per acre for all
lands selected by them and patented fo the State, payable
in linds thereafter to be patented.

We have made selections amounting to 1.552.093.G3
acres, but only our two first lists have been acted on by
the General Land Office. These two lists embrace 809).-
T77.77 acres, of which 896,915 acres have heen approved
to the State and brought into market by the Trustees. We
have also by making personal applications at the General
Land Office orocured the approval of 32,455.21 acres of
Internal Improvement Lands which had been previously
selected.

Tn aiding the Trustees to procure the adjustment of old
gelections, Mr. Swann and Mr. Corley each made several
trips to Washington, and used their exertions with the
Department and with the land Committees of Congress.
There was. however, conriderable opposition from outside
partics and very little aid from our members of Congress
at that time. It was with difficulty that we could get
the Tand liepartment even to open the old files for con-
gideration, but at last they consented to do =0. and we
think that heveafter the State will find less difficulty.
One of the Agents (Mr. Corley) at the request of the
Swamyp Land Division came to Tallahassee and made out
a complete list of all selections that had not been ap-
proved, with the promise that when such list was pre-
pared the department would take them up and appoint
agents to adjust the indemnity under the Aets of 1855
and 1857. After three weeks labor in the Stafe Land Of-
fice, the li<t was made out and earried by Mr. Corley to
Washington, but it has been impossible to get any
further actiov in that matter. -

The only actual approvals made since our contract are
those of the 896,915 acres of swamp land and the 32.455.24
1. 1. land hereinbefore mentioned. TIf is for thege swamp

lands that we claim compensation.
I
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You wiil observe that under our agreement we were to
be paid only for lands selected by us and patented 1o the
State. The patents have not yet been received, but only
the approved lists, upon which it will be necessary for
the Governor lo request patents. It has not been usual
for the Trustees to offer lands for sale until the patent
has heer, received and if that course had been abserved in
this instance we would not now be presenting our ac-
count. Iul the Trustees immediately brought these lands
into market. and they are now subject to entry. We
therafere 1hink it fair and an act of simple justice that we
be permitted (o select onr lands. as it wounld opevate to our
injury to permit all the best lands to he bought lhefors we
could select ours.

We ilierefore claim our compensation for selecting
896,915 acres at 2 cents per acre. amounting to $17.938.30
to be paid in the lands approved to the State since our
contraer, @t the regular prices.

Respectfully,
WILLIAMS, SWANN & CORLEY.

Mr. Raney offered the following resolution which was
adopted.

Resclved, That the claim of Messrs. Williams, Swann
& Corley for $17.938.30 for selecting 896.915 acres of
swamp and overflowed lands, and other services, under
contract ¢f May 18th. 1873, with the Board of Trustees,
the said smm to be paid in lands patented to the State
after such coniract was made. at current prices. he al-
lowed; and that such quantity of lauds patented after
such contract ‘was made as they may select. be conveyed
to them at the now current prices to the value of their
said eiaim.

Col. Theodore €. Cone, of Washington, appearved hefore
the Board snd made a statement respecting ilie nnad-
justed claims of the State against the United Stifes un-
der the several land grants by Congress. and asked 10 he
?—1“311*".\‘@-1 by the Mustees to represent the State at Washe
ington and procure an adjustment of the same. For pro-
euring a settlement of all sneh elaims. not embracing <e-
Ie(:tious made since the war. he desires to receive a com-
missinn of 25 per cent of all the lands or scrip therchy
muring fo the State.

The consideration of tle proposition was postponed.
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The Salesman presented his abstract of sales during
the mouth of Marveh, showing quantity of land sold
3, 427.27 acres—amonnt received therefor $5,198.88,

The Treasurer presented his statement for the month of
March, showing the receipt and disbursement of $3,198.88.

Col. Ruter presented to the Board a contract proposed
to be cutered :nto between the Trustees of the Internal
Imprevement T'und and the Jacksonville, St. Augustine
and Indian River Railroad and Navigation Company,
which is substantially as follows: The said compauy to
construct a railread from the St. Johns River in Duval
Couniy, e St. Angustine, and thence to Haiifax on In-
dian River, and to deepen the channels of Halifax river,
Moesqgnito Lagoen and Indian river; also a branch road
from Jacksonville to Fernandina; said road to be con-
structed on a gange of three feet. The Trustecs to sell
to said company at a price to be fixed upon, two hondred
sections of land for every ten miles of completed road,
and 1 like quantity for every expenditure in the improve-
ment of the rivers equal fo the cost of constructing fen
miles of road, provided the whole quantity so conveyed
ghould not exceed the lands owned by the Fund east of
the 8t Johns river in the counties of Duval, 8t. Johns,
Putn:aum ang Velnsia, and that said lands be withdrawn
from market, except to actual settlers. Ten miles of said
road in he completed within six months, and ten miles
more every three months.

The consideration of said proposition was postponed
until another meeting.

The Board {hen adjourned.

Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Acting Secretary.

Tallahassee, Floridg, April 20, 1877,

The loard met in the Executive office.
Pra=ut: Georvee T. Drew, Governor.

C'olnmbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynuo, Treasurer,

Gieorge P, Raney, Atfornev General.

ITneh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &

Immigration.
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Mr. J. M. Beyan, of Orange County, appeared hefore
the Board and requested a sale of lands to the St. Johns,’
Lake Eustis and Gulf Railroad Company, to aid them in
the construction of their road.

The Attorney General placed before the Board an arder
from 1lie Cirenit Court of St. Johns County. injoining
the Trnsfees frem selling lands granted to the St. Johns
Railway Company by an act of the Legislatnre. Mr. Ra-
ney was requested to procure the record of the procced-
ings in said case. :

Alexander Merritt having entered the SE} of NW1i of
Section 24, Township 4, South, Range 10. West, contain-
ing 40.03 acres, on the 16th May. 1874, which said tract
had a'ready been sold to Richard L. Smith on the 25th of
April, 1874. and having surrendered hiz deed for said
tract and released the same by deed to the Trustees, it
was ordered, That the said entry of Alexander Merritt he
canceled and the purchase money refunded.

Jacob W. Thomas having. on the 15th of Septembor
1862, purchased the SW1 of NE1 of Section 22, aad the
NW1Z of NE3 of Section 27. T. 10, 8, R. 26, E., containing
80.84 acres, the purchase money therefor ameunting to
£60.63 and {he U. 8 Government havine refused to pat-
ent said land fo the State. anid the said Jacob W, Thomas
havinz surrendered his deed for said land and reconveved
the ~ame fto the Trustees: it was ordered thai the said en-
try of Jaceh W. Thomas be canceled, and the purchase
money therefor refunded.

Mr. Davil D. Roach, of Sumter county. forwarded io
the Board the receipt and deed issued to Thomas M. YWil-
liams for the SE] of NE1 Section 29, Township 19, Santh.
Range 24, Basr, entered by said Willjams on the 9th of
October, 1868, and asked that the deed to  Williams he
c":mraelc-d and a new deed made to him, (Roach.) The
circumstances are as follows: The entry was made Oct.
9 }868.‘ and a receipt was sent to the said Williams.
Williams assignegd the receipt to David D. Roach and left
the conntry. The deed was made to Williams on the 25th
Novemher, 1868, but was never received by hin. hut was
received 'hy Roach—so there was no delivery of the deed
to Williams—Williams never daving returned to this
coun‘ry. Roach can not pef a deed from him. TIr was or-

« dered, That the deed to Thomas M. Williams be canceled
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and filed. and that a deed be executed conveying said land
to the gaid David 1. Roach.

The ahstracts of sales hy M. A. Williams, Agent at
Jacksonville, for the months of February and March were
received and placed on file.

The following accounts were presented, approved and
ordered to ke paid.

M. A. Williams, commissions on sales during the
months of Fehruary and March, 1877, $106.90.

Charles 2. Dyke, printing for Salesman’s office, $38.00.

W. (. Stewart, P. M. at Tallhassee, for postage, $17.24.

. A, Beyan, Jr., for binding for Saleswan’s office,
$5.00.

H. A. Coxley, Salesman, for telegraphing. $6.00.

A petition was received from 1. M. Mabhetle of Orange
County, for the privilege of draining certain iands in
Township 19, South, Range 27, East and to purchase the
same at ten cents per acre.

Which was read and the consideration iberveof post-
poned.

Mr. Samuei A, Swann appeared hefore the Board and
gave his views generally respecting the sale of lands to
foreian parties in large anantities and promised to com-
municate his ideas more fully in writing.

The proposition of Col. Cone to aecf as Agent for the
Rtate at Washington was taken up for consideration,
and the following resolution was unanimously adopted :

Col. Theadore €. Cone having made a pronosilion to this
Roard to be emploved as Agent for adjusting the elaims
against ihe Inited Rtates under the Act of September 28,
1850, ang oiher acts erantine the swamp and overflowed
lands 10 the Siate: and this Board not being fully - ad-
vised with reeard # the condition of such claims. and de-
giring ta rhtain further information respecting the same
before making any contract or agreement with anv  resi-
dent azent ot Washington for the prosecution thereof:
Therefore. y

Resalved, That this Board will not adeept the praposi-
tion of Cal. Cone until some action is faken. nnder onr
order to ohtain the information necessary fo-emable the
Truztees ta decide upon the necessity or importance of em-
ploying a special agent.
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The proposition made by Col. Ruter was taken up for
considersiion, and the following resolution was unani-
mously adopted : ;

Whereas. The Jacksonville, St. Augustine and Indian
River Railroad and Navigation Company have made a
propesition ta this Board for the purchase of lands De-
longing to the Fund npon such ferms as  will aid said
Company in the eontinnation of their line of road;

And, whereas, Tt is the opinion of the Board ihat, un-
der the trust ereated by the Aect of January 6. 1855, as
construcd hy the Courts. the Trustees have not the power
to sel! lands 10 any railroad company or other corpora-
tion on any other ferms than such as they wonld make
with individnals without regard te any public benefit to
acerne from soch sale, unless it should be shown that by
reason thereof the value or efficiency of the fund would
be enhanced; 1herefore,

Resolved, That the Board decline to accept the proposi-
tion, or to wmake the gale of lands as requested.

On motion, the Secrefary was instrueted to notify Mr.
Andrew Banks and Mr. George 8. Norris that the Trus-
tees decline to renew the contract with Mr. Norris for the
negotiation of land sales in Europe.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest- GEO. F. DREW, P'resident.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, April 21, 1877.

The Toard met in the Executive Office.

Present.  George F. Drew, Governor,

Colmmbus Drew, Comptroller.
Wialter Gwynn. Treasurer,
George P. Raney, Attorney Genersal.
Huegh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands and
Trmmigration.
. The minutes of the last two meetings were read and ap-
proved.

The account of W. J. Barnett for his salary as Timber
Agent for two months and three dayvs, ending April 5,
1877, was presented and approved and ordered paid.
amozai;mg 1o $211.55-100.
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The Treasurver having reported the receipt of moneys
on account of stumpage from lands without information
ag to what fund the lands belonged to from which the
timber was cut, Mr, Corley offered the following resolu-
tion, which was adopted: .

Resolved, That moneys received by the Treasurver and
now in his hands on account of stumpage, where it can
not he ascertained to which Fund the lands belong from
which the timber was ent, be apportioned hetween the
Internai Improvement Fund and the School and Semi-
nary runds. as follows: Four-fifths to the Indernal Tm-
provement Fund, and one-fifth to the School and Semi-
naty funds: Provided, The Board of Education agree to
such apportionment and will pay one-ifth of the salary
of onr Timber Agent up to the 5th instant.

Ordered, That said resolution be certified to ihe Board
of Education.

A letter was received from D. W. Hendrickson, of Red
Bank, N. .J., dated March 21, in reference te the construc-
tion of the railvoad west from the Apalachicola river.

Which was read and placed on file.

A proposition was received from John M. Bryan and
others, 1o drain a large quantity of overflowed land lying
north ¢f Lal e Apopka by cutting a eanal from the Oclaw-
aha river {0 «1id Lake twenty feet wide and from two to
four. feet decp, for the lands themselves,

Which was read- and the consideration thercof post-
poned.

A proposition was rveceived from H. F. Hammon to pue-
chase fram 5.000 to 5.000 acres of land in Townships 41
and 42, Sonth of Range 43, East, said land heing over-
flowed, at forty cents per acre for 5.000 acres, and fifty
cents per acre for less than 5,000 and more than 3,000
acres.

Which was read and the consideration thereof post.
poned.

A letter was received from William €. Brown to whom
had been tendered the appointment of Agent for the sale
of lands af Tampa in which he asked a modification of the
terms in reference to such agency so as to restrict the
sales of lands within that Distriet to the Agency alone,
and requesfed some assurance of the permanency of the
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office lefore ineurring the mnecessary preliminary ex-
penses of procuring plats, ete.

On motion, it was ordered, That the Secretary inform
Mr. Brown ihat the Trustees decline to modify the terms
as proposed.

A communication was received from Samuel A. Swann,
Esq., sett:ng forth fhe plan which he would recommend
the Trustees to adopt with regard to the sale of land war-
rants mmounting to 2,000,000 acres of land. Mr. Swann
also appeared in person before flie Board and more fully
explained his views. He was requested to meet the Iloard
on Thursday next for further consunltation.

Mr. Alonzo Fowle submitted a verbal proposition to the
Tioard to pehiish a monthly immigration paper in Tal-
Inhassee, under the supervision of the Trustees, provided
the Board would subseribe for from 1,000 to 2,000 copies
at one dollar per copy.

After discussion, Mr. Raney offered the following res-
olution, which was adopted:

Resolved, That the Trustees will take of Mr. Alonzo
Fowle one thousand copies of an immigration paper to be
published by him at Tallahassee said paper to be a
monthly issue, the price to he paid to be seveniy five cents
per copy: and to he mailed from the office of said paper
to such addresses as the Commissioner of Lands and Im-
migration may suggest, the postage to be paid by Mr.
Fowle. Such subscription may be discontinued by the
Board at its discretion,

The Board then adjourned.

GEOQ. F. DREW, President.

Attest:

HUGH A. CORLEY,
Secretary,

Tallahassee, Florida, April 26, 1877.

The Board met in the Executive Office.
Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller,

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney (ieneral.

Hugh A, Corley, Commissioner of Lands

and Tmmigration.
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The Governor laid hefere the Board a letler from E. J.
Lewith, of Charleston, 8. C., ¢claiming to hold first mort-
gage guaranteed bonds and coupons of the Tallahassee
Railroad Company and preferred stock in the Pensacola
and Georgia Railroad issued in exchange for first mort-
gage coupons npon said road, and inquiring “how, when
and who will make settlement therefor.”

Which was read and the Secretary instrueted to reply
thereto.

A communication was received from Alonzo Fowle re
citing the resolution adopted by the Board on the 21st
instant respecting the subscription to an  immigration
paper to be published by him and asking that said resolu-
tion be modified =0 as to read:

“Resolved, That the Board of Trustees will take of Mr.
Alonzo Fowle twelve liundred copies of an immigration
paper to Le published and edited by him at Tallahassee,
Florida, said paper to be a monthly issue, the price to be
paid to be seventy five cents per copy. and to he mailed
from the office of publication fo such addresses as the
Commissioner of Lands and Tmmigration may suggest,
the expenses of postage and wrapping paper to be paid
by the Board. Such subscriplion may be discontinued by
the Board at their discretion upon giving Mr. Fowle
three months notice of such intention.”

Mr. T. . Rippey appeared before the Board and asked
to be allowed a day or two fo prepare and submit to the
Board a proposition for publishing an immigration paper.

The consideration of the matfer was thereupon post-
poned.

It was announced to the Board that the Board of Edu-
cation had concurred in the resolution adopted on the
21st instant apportioning moneys received from stumpage
hetween the Internal Tmprovemen{ Fund and the School
and Seminary Funds.

The Board then adjourned.

GEO. F. DREW, President.

Attest:

HUGH A. CORLEY,
Secretary.
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Tallahassee, Florida, April 27, 1877.

The Board met in the IExecutive office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Compiroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
ITmmigration.

The minutes of the two last meetings were read and ap-
proved.

The following resolutions were unanimonsl> adopied :

Be it resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund of Florida, That for the purpose of
facilitating sales of lands belonging to the Internal Im-
provement Fund, this Board will issue Land Warrants
authorizing the holders thereof. to locate the quantity of
land specified therein upon any of the unsold and un-
appropriated lands granted to the State of Florida hy the
Act of .Congress approved September 28, 1850 ; said war-
rants to be for forty acres, one hundred and sixty aerves,
and six hundred and forty acres, to embrace altozeiher the
quantity of two millions acres, of which one million acres
shall be in warrants of forty acres, and the other million
acres in warrants of one hundred and sixtv, and six hun-
dred and forty acres. Said warrants shall he signed by
the President of this Board (Whose signature may be
-engraved or lithographed) and countersigned by the Com-
missioner of Lands and Tmmigration, and attested with
the Seal of the Florida State Land Office,

Be it further resolved, That Samuel A. Swann, of Fer-
nandina, Florida, is hereby appointeg the Agent of this
Board for the negotiation of said T™nd Warrants, and
the said agent is charged with the duty of having said
warrants engraved or lithographed and printed, the ex-
pense thereof to be paid by this Board. Said warrants
shall be sold hy said agent on the followine terms, viz:
For the whole issue of two million acres, not less than
forty cents per acre; for one million aeres, not less than
fifty cents per acve; for five hundred thousand acres, not
less than sixty cents per acre—said agent fo retain for
his commission on such sales three cents per acre for
land sold at forty cents per acre, four cents per acre for
land sold at fifty cents per acre. six cents per acre for
land sold at sixty cents per acre. And our said asent is
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authorized. instead of negotiating said land warrants, to
sell the Jands themselves in quantifies of not less than one
million acres ¢nd not exceeding three millions acres, 0
be located in bodies of not less than twenty-five thousand
acres at not less than thirty cents per acre, the said Agent
to retain from the purchase money his commissions at the
rate of three cents per acre.

Be it further resolved, That in case of the sale of lands
or land warranis under the foregoing resolutions, the
price of the lands belonging to the Internal Tmprovement
Fund shall not be reduced for two years from this date,
nor will any further land warrants be issued.

The Board then adjourned.

GEORGE F. DREW, President.

Attest:

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, May 11, 1877

The Board met in the Executive office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P, Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Cqmmissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

The resclution adopted on the 21st April respecting
the voblication of an Immigration paper by Mr. Alonzo
Fowle, aind agreeing to subscribe for 1,000 copies thereof,
and the letter of Mr. Fowle swggesting modifications
thereof. were taken for consideration.

On motion. the réSolution was amended by striking
out words “the postage to be paid by Mr. Fowle.”

The Governor laid before the Board the follewing let-
ter:

Tallahassee, May 2rd, 1877.
Hon. G. ¥, I'rew, Prest. Board Trustees I. T. Tund,
Dear Sir: Referring to my letter of the 1st inst.. I bheg

to advise that 1 have applied to the Court now in session

to secure by prompt action, viz: .«
1st. The appeintment of a Receiver for the J, P, & M.
Railroad.

A
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2nd. The acromplishment in the most speedy manner of
the sale of said road. &

ard. The application of the funds in the hands of {he
Treasurer in accordance with the mandate of the Suo-
preme Court of the United States.

From the developments making in the proceedings nowy
before the Courts, it is apparent that the Atfrorney Gen-
eral has heen imposed upon by persons of questionable
charvacter and counsel acting for large contingent fees,
and T trust il will not require much deliberation by the
Trustees to hecome convinced that the damage to the ma-
terial interests of the State and the discredit to  them-
selves requira {hat they should aid rather than oppose se-
curing the objects above mentioned in the manner pro-
posed.

A needless litigation has been continued for aearly ten
years at an expense of over three hundred thousand dol-
lars by reasou of the fraudulent acts of former Trustees,
and promoted hy Attorneys seeking and obtaining enor-
mons contingent fees, keeping the raad in a wrecked con-
dition and preventing its completion to the wesr.

Tt is hardly possible to conceive that any first morteage
bondholder. not influenced hy adverse interests, ar that
the publie generally wounld not join in the above request.

Asking & prompt consideration of the matter,

I remain, res’py., Yr. Obt. Serv’t.,
F. VOSE.

Which was read and referred to ihe Attorney General.

The Governor laid befare the Board a letfer from
Messrs. Drummond and Bradford. of Washinoton. Affor-
neys, asking to be appointed as Agents of the State to pro-
enre the adjusiment of the land claims of the State in the
Department of the Interior

Which was read. and the Commissioner of Lands and
Immigration was instructed to reply thereto,

The Beard then adjourned.
Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

S
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Tallahassee, Florida, May 25, 1877.

The Board met i the Executive office.

Prasent: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

The Attorney General laid before the Board a letter
from Gen. Henry R. Jackson, Attorney for scme of the
holders of the First Mortgage (Gnaranteed Bonds of the
Tensacola and Georgia Railroad Company, and the Solici-
tor for the complainants in the case of E. C. Anderson et
al vs. The J:acksonville, Pensacola and DMobile Railroad
Company, in which he advised that the Trustees imme-
diately filz a petition before Justice Bradley, at Savan-
nah, asking such order in said case as would cause the
sale of Railroad from Quincy t8 Lake City under the de
cree leretofore made in the said case by the Hon W. B.
Woods, dadge of the Fifth Judicial Circuit of the TUnited
States.

On motion the Attorney General was requested fo notify
Gen. Jackson that the Trustees decline fo make and file
the petition as requested.

The A{tornev General presented an accouat for the
cost of transeript of the records in the case of the St
Johns Railway Company against the Trustees, and the
case of Thomas B. Coddington against the Trustees,
amounting o $21.40, which was allowed and ordered paid.

*The Roard then adjourned.

Attest: GEOD. F. DREW, President.

HUGIT A. CORLEY, Secretary.

“Tho Attorney (ieneral was authorized to associate TNx-
Gov. David 8. Walker with him in such suits concerning
the Trustees as he might deem proper.

Tallahassee, Florida, May 26, 1877.
The Board met in the Comptroller’s office.
Present: Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
George P. Raney, Attorney Genetal.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissionereof Lands &
ITmmigration. ,
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Mre. Columbus Drew was elected President pro tem to
act during the absence of the Governor.

The following accounts were presented :

C. E. Dyke, for printing 1,000 receipts fur Treasurer,
$2.00. )

Jacksonville Press for advertising discontinuance of
agency in Jacksonville and renewal of same, $8.00,

Which were allowed and ordered to be paid.
Attesr: COLUMBUS DREW, President pro fem.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, June 1, 1877,

The Board met in the Executive office.

Present: (reorge F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attornev General.

Fiugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

The minutes of the proceedings of April 27th and May
11th, 25th and 26th were read.

The minutes of May 25th were amended by inserting:

“The Attorney General was authorized to associafe Jix-
Gov. David 8. Walker with him in such sunits concerning
the Trustees as he might deem proper.”

The minutes were then approved.

The following instrument of writing was executed by
the Trusiees:

To All Whom it May Concern—Greeting:

Know Ye, That we. George T. Drew, Governor, Colum-
bus Drew, Comptroller, Walter Gwynn, Treasurer, George
P. Raney, Attorney General and Hugh A. Corley, (Jommis-
gioner of Lands and Immigration of the State of Florida,
by virtue of our said offices the Trustees of the Internal
Tmprovement Fund of the State of Florida, reposing
gpecial trust and confidence in the wisdom. skill and in-
tegrity of Swmuvel A. Swann, of Fernandina, Flovida. do
hereby make, constitute and appoint the said Samuel A.
Swann o be aur Agent for the sale of land warrants to he
issued hy us for the location of two wmillions of

acres of
1R B
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land helonging to the Internal Improvement Fund, ae-
quired Ly the State under the provisions of the Aect of
Congress approved September 28th A. D, 1850; and we
do hereby authorize and empower him to take charvee of
and sell saic land warrants, or any part thereof not less
than five hundred thousand acres, and fo receive payment
therefor, and deliver the same to the purchasers, on the
following terms, to wit: For the whole issue of two mil-
liong acres, noi less than forty cents per acre; for one
million aecres. not less than fifty cents per acre; for five
hundred thonsand acres, not less than sixty cents per

acre. And we do further anthorize our =aid Agent, in his,

discretion, to withhold said land warrants from sale, and,
in lieu thereof to bargain and sell not less than one mil-
Tion nor more than three millions acres of the Ilands be-
longinz to the Infernal Improvement Fund, acquired nn-
der said .\. (. a1 not less than thirty cents per acre, to be
located by the purchaser or pnrchasers thereof. or their
heirs or assiers, in hodies of not less than twenty-five
thousand acres. And to do and perform all necessary
acts in 1he prosecution and execution of the sale and
tranafes of the said land warrants or lands. ATl sales of
warranfs or lands to be for eash. In Testimony wherenf
we have herennto subseribed our names and affixed our
seals, and have caused an impression of the Seal of fhe
Florida Riate Tand Office to be made hereuper, at the
Capitol, in 1he city of Tallahassee, State of Florida. this
the fiest day of June, ejighteen hundre: ~nd seventy seven.
(Signed: GLO. F. DREW, Governor. (L. 8.)

(Rigned} €. DREW, Comptroller. (T. 8.)

(Signed)] WALTER GWYNN, Treasurer. (L. Sy )
(Signed) GEO.P. RANEY, Attorney General. (T.. 8.)

(Rigned) TTUGH A. CORLEY, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration. (L. 8.)

Signed, Sealed and Delivered in the presence of us.
(Rigned) W. K. BEARD.
(Signed) J. J. DICKISON.

On motion the Treasurer was instructed to pay to E. J.
Berry, Agent for the prolection of the public lands from
trespass, his galary from the 16th of April to the 3lst of
May, inclusive, amounting to one hundred and fifty dol-
lars,
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The acrounts of M. A. Williams for commission on sales
made by him in April. amounting to $42.97. and for com-
missions on sales in May, ameunting to $31.45 were ap-
provad apd crdered to be paid.

Hugh A. Corley, Salesman. presented an account for ex-
penses inenrred in eausing the seizure of cedar cut upon
the publie lands near the Aucilla river, said seizure having
been made in Wakulla county, amounting fo $9.58, which
was approved and ordered to be paid.

The account of W. F. Forward, Clerk of the Cireuit
Court of Putnam county. for $1.75 for recording deed of
relinquishment from W. 8. Tucker to the Trustees was ap-
proved and ordered to be paid.

A jetfer from W. S. Tucker was read in which he claim-
ed that the Trustees should refund to him $5.20 heing the
cost of recording a deed for land erroneously =old to him
and ihe preparvation of a deed of relinquishment, and a
survey of the land when he supposed he had fitle therefo.

The Trusiees refused to refund the expenses so incurred.

A letter was received from J. S. Taylor stafine the fol-
lowing fasts: That in last year he enteregd forty acres of
land in the name of Maggie A. Miller, af the request of
her husband, Allen C. Miller, the said Miller promising to
pay said Tayisr for said land; that Miller failed to
pay for the land and has left the State—that the deed is
in the possession of said Taylor and has never been re-
corded. Under these circumstances the said Taylor asis
that the deed to Maggie A, Miller be canceled, and the
land conveyed te him.

The Trustees decided that they could not comply with
the request of said Taylor, but he must seek his remedy
in <he Courts.

A letter was received from the Commissioner of the
General Tand Dffice at Washington stating that the NW}
of Section 34, Township 13, South, Range 23, [ast, was
loeated in the United States Land Office by Thomas B.
Higging, July 5, 1854, but was inadvertently patented to
the State as Swamp Land September 4, 1857, and request-
ing that the {itle of the State be relinquished to the TTni-
ted States in order that a patent may be made to the said
Higgins. The salesman reported that said fract had
never been sold by.the Trustees and thereupon it was
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Ordered, That the Governor he anthorized to re-convey
said tract of iand to the United States.

The nraposilion of H. . Hammon postponed on  fhe
21st April was taken np for consideration, and Lhe follow-
ing resoluiions was unanimonsly adopted:

Resoleed, That this Board will sell to H. F. Hammon
from three thousand to five thousand acres of swamp and
overflewed lands Iying in the South half of Township 41,
South, Range 42, Fast, and the West half of Taownship 42,
South, Range 43, East, and the Eastern tier of Sections
in Township 42. South, Range 42, East on the following
terms: ©ive thonsand acres ar forty cents per acre.
Three thonsand acres and less than five thousand acres at
fifty cents per acre—such land to be taken in a compaet
hody, and to ba paid for within thirty days after the con-
firmatior. of (he title of the State thereto.

The Board then adjourned. -
"Attest: GTEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, June 14, 1877,

Board met in Governor's office,

Present: Geo. F. Drew, Governor.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
«Columbus Drew. Comptroller.
Geo. P. Raney. Attornev General.

The Atty Genl. was elected seeretary pro tem.

The hill of W. F. Walker, Sheriff of Wakullz County
for moving cedar from licht honse to St. Marks was or-
dered to be paid, the amount being twenty dellars.

GEO. F, DREW, President.
GEO. . RANEY, Secy. pro tem.

Tallahassee, Florida, June 29. 1877,

The Board met in the Executive office.
Present: George F. Drew. Governor.

Cohmnnbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General

Tlugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &

Tmmigration.

-
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The minutes of the two last meetings were read and ap-
proved. A vommunication recommending the appoint-
ment of Count Wassilieff as agent in N. Y. was received
and referred o the Attorney General.

Entey No. 7992 by O. J. Spofford. of Lois Nos. 1 and
2 and 2 of NW1 Section 12, Township 28, Sonth. Range
20, Tast, containing 138,13 acres, was canceled upon tha
application of the purchaser. and the Treasurer instructed
to refund ihe purchase money amounting to $110.50.

The Iioard then adjonrned.
Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida. July 6, 1877.

The Board met in the Executive office.

Present: George F. Drew. Governor.

Columbns Drew, Comptroller.

Walter GGwynn., Treasurer.

George P. Raney. Atforney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissio®r of Lands and
Immigration.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap-
proved.

The Attornev General presented = deed drawn for the
execution of the Governor reconveving to the 1nited
States the Northwest quarter of Section 34, Towuship 12,
South. Range 23, East. in accordance with the order of
the Board on ihe 1st June. and said deed was, executed
by His fixeelleney. Governor Theew.

It having been represented that parties who cnt cedar
upon the State lands near the Gulf Coast prior to  the
first of March, elaiming to have done so under confract
with ihe former Timher Agents. have not been able to  Te-
maove the same and desire permission to do so, it was

Ordered, That snch timber may be removed within a
reasonable time apon the pavment of the amount due for
stumpage. seeording fo the terms of any written contract
which said parties may have made with any lawful tim-
ber agent; and, in the ahsence of any such written con-
tract at fen cents per eubic font.

*  Ordered, That E. J. Berry, the Agent of this Poard, be
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authorized fo settle with all parties who cut timber prior
ta the Ist of March under contract for stumpage, to collect
the amount due and receipt therefor, and to call upon the
Sheriffs for nssistance when a seizure or prosecution is
necessary : and that the Salesman notify the Sheriffs of
the connties where such timber is Iving of this arder.

Ordered. That E. J. Berry. Agent, be requested 10 ch-
tain whar informafion and evidence he can as to the
amounts collected by the former timber agents cn aceount
of stumpage or trespass on the State lands and report to
this Board.

Ordered. That Mr. Berry be instructed to ascertain as
far as he can. the quantity of timber cut by George W.
Moody upon ihe State lands near the Suwannee river,
and to ealleet the amonnt due therefor upon such terms
as are reasonable according to the value of timher in that
locality : and in case of refusal to pay. to report the facts
to this Board: and, further, that Mr. Berry be instructed
to ascertain ae far as he ean the amount of trespass com-
mitted upon the State lands by George F. Nutter, and re-
port the sanme®o this Board.

Mr. Tierry having reported that Mr. Henry A, Wyse had
cut eighteen (1R) sfticks of spar timber upon State land
near the Santa Fe River. alleging that it was done through
the mistake af his employvees. and having asked instrue-
tions respecting the same, it was

Ovdered. That Mr. Wyse be authorized to remove said
timber upon the pavment of fifteen dollars for each spar,
the wholi amount of $270 to be paid hefore the removal of
any one.  In case of failure or refnsal to pay said amount
our agent is instrueted to take possession of the timber
and »enport to this Beard. TIn ecase of an atfemept to re-
move the timber withont payment, our agent is instructed
to call upon the Sheriff to seize the timber. and to take
such other action as the circumstances of the case may
require.

The Treasurer reported that he had rveceived from New-
ton Sapp. Sheriff of LaFayefte county, $308.70 collected
on account of stumpage for cedar cut npon State lands
prior te March Ist, with a statement showing the whole
amount rollected to he $441.60—amonnt retained for ex-
penses, €36, commissions $102.90—leaving balance as paid
over 308 T0.
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Ordered, That the Treasurer inquire of Mr. Sapp the
items of the expenses amounting to $30 retained.

The Treasurer also reported the receipt of $210 from H.
P. Jackson, Sherift of Levy County, on account of stump-
age for celur. without any statement.

Ordered. That the Treasurer demand from Mr, Jackson
a statement of monevs received hy him on said acecount
showing the aggregate amount collected and the different
items of credit.

On motion an order was drawn in favor . J. Berry for
one hundred dcllars, the amount of his salary as Timber
Agent for the month of June.

The Atlorney General expressed verbally his opinion as
to the power of the Board to employ Count Wassiliefl as
local arent in New York for the purposes of immigration,
to the effect that the Board had power to appoint an agent
in New York for the sale of lands belonging to the Inter-
nal Improvement Fund. but could not appoint an Agent
for a purpose which could only collaterally benefit the
fund. though such action might he snstained by the courts
if the result shonld really henefit the Fundy

And thereupon. the Commissioner of Lands and Tmmi-
eration wus requested to correspond with Mr. Vose and
other credifers of the Fund and ascertain their views with
respect 1e the policy of employing an Agent in New York
for the sale of lands at a fixed =alary. o

His Excellency. Gov. Drew. laid hefore the Doard a let-
ter from Washineton R. Hanson. of Baltimors, Md., ve-
questirz information respecting Florvida, which was read
and ref>rred to the Commissioner of Lands and Tmmigra-
tion for reply.

The following accounts were presented, approved and
ordered fo be paid:

W. G Bfewart, 2, M. for postace, May 27th........ £0.00
M. A. Williams Agentf. Comms. on sales in June., 75.14
W. Gwynn, Treasurer, amt paid for exchange..... 3.42

Dao. i, & & for hinding........ 4.00

An geconnt was presented by J. A, Tee. Register. and
8. F. Halliday, Receiver of the 17, 8. Tand office at Gaines-
ville for $5.815 46 for estering upon their records 1he ap-
proval of 8%6.915 acres of swamp lands 2nd 23,400.32 acres
of Internal Improvement Lands, which was read and
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referved to ilic Commissioner of Lands and Immigration
for investigation.

An application was received from Elberl Carter for a
change of his entry No. 7254 from the SWi of SWi of
Section 31, Township 20, Sonth. Range 25, East to the
SW1 of RI21, Seetion 36, Township 20 South. Range 34,
East, which was eranted upon condition that the said
Carter re-convey to the Trustees the tract originally en-
tered. :

Applieatisn was received from Isaae Alderman for a
change of his entry No. 7639, from the SW} of NE} and
NWL of 8174 Heetion 24, Township 21, South, Range 20,
Tast. to other lands; which was granted upon condition
of re-convevance.

The proposition heretofore made by J. M. Bryan and
others and Ly J. M. Mahbette for the drainage of lands,
were taken up for consideration and declined.

The Abstracts of the Salesman and slatements by the
Treasurer for the months of April and May were pre-
sented and filad.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: . GLEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, July 9, 187T.

The Buord et in the Bxecutive office.

Presert: tGeorce F. Drew, (Governor.

Coinmbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwvynp. Treasurer.

Giearce I, Raney, Attorney General.

Fueh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Tmmigration.

Maj. I Twapd Priess appeared before the Board and read
an article by kimself in the “Semi-Tropical” upon the sub-
jeet of wine and wine culfure, and also the first of a series
of ~rticles written by himself for publication in pamphlet
or’ ok form on =ame subject.

Ti~ Poard ilien adjonrned.

Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGIT A. CORLEY, Reeretary.
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Tallahassee, Florida, July 16, 1877.
The Board met in the Executive Oifice.

Present:: George F. Drew, Governor.
Columbus Drew, Comptroller.-
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
George P. Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &

: Immigration,

The minutes of the last two meetings were read and ap-
proved.

A raport was received from E. J. Berry showing the
amount of pine timber ¢ut upon State land by Henry A
Wyse to be four sticks of spar timber in Section 12, T, 4,
S. R. 13, E, and 30 pieces of Ranging timber npon Section
25, T. 6. S.'R. 14 E., and Section 30, T. 6, 8. R. 15 I,

It being shown that the Iand upon which the Spar fim-
ber was cut is not State land. no action was taken in re-
spect thereof. It being represented that the Ranging tim-
ber was cut by the employees of Mr. Wyse in his absence
through mistake. It was ordered, That Mr. Wyse he per-
mitted to enter the 83 of SE1 of Section 237°T. 6, 8. R. 14,
and the W3 of SW3 Section 30, T. 6, 8. R. 15, E. and upon
paying for the land to remove the timber.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: GEO. F. DREWk President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, July 17, 1877.
The Board met in the Executive office.
Pres:nt: George F. Drew, Governor.
Columbua Drew. Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
Georgé P. Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.
An account was presented by Alonzo Fowle. Publisher
of th2 Tlorida Immigrant for one month’s subscription
for 1.000 copies of said paper, and postage for mailing
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same, amounting to $72.50, which was approvei and or- :
dered paid. -
The Board 1hen adjourned.

Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.
~ HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.
B

Tallahassee, Florida, July 19, 1877.
The Board met in the State Land office.

Present: Columbuns Drew. Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
George P. Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A, Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

' On motion. Mr. Gwynn was chosen President pro iem.

during the :@bsence of the Governor,

Mr. T..J. Mocre appeared before the Board ir reference
to the cedar recently seized hy the Sheriff of Wakulla
county, and offered to pay the stumpage therefor, if the
State would dismiss the proceedings and pay the costs;

Which proposition was not aceepted.

Mr. C xley represented to the Board that at the time
of the sale of the Florida, Atlantic and Gulf Railroad by
the Trustees in 1868, a portion of the moneys received was
invested in ihe purchase of 416 bonds of said Railroad
Company ihe interest on which had been guaranteed by
the Trusztees of the Internal Improvement Fund, and that
said Bonds bad been canceled, but no list thereof had
been recorded on the minutes of the Board. Tt was
thereupon

Ordered. That the Secretary record in the minutes the
numbers o fthe guaranteed First Mortgage Bonds of the
Florida, Atlantie and Gulf Central Railroad Company
which were purchased and canceled as stated.

And the Secretary thereupon recorded the same as
follows:
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- Numlers of the Guaranteed First Mortgage Bonds of
the Florida, Atlantic and Gulf Central Railroad Company
awhich were purchased with $83,200 of the moncys re-
ceived from the sale of said Railroad by the Trustees of
the Internal Improvement Fund, March 4th, 1868,

Nes.1284567 8910111213 14 151617 18 19 20 21
22 23 21 25 26 27 28 29 3031 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 89 10 41
42 43 14 45 46 47 48 49 50 57 58 59 60 61 93 94 95 99 101
102 103 104 105 106 107 118 119 120 121 122 123 124 125
126:12¢ 131 132 133 134 135 136 137 138 153 154 155 156
157 158 159 160 161 162 163 164 165 166 167 168 169 170
171 172 174 175 176 177 178 179 180 181 182 183 184 185
186 187 188 189 190 191 192 193 194 195 196 197 193 199
200201 20= 203 204 205 206 207 208 209 210 211 212 213
SLEOILS 210 1T 2R 919990224 995 226 227 223 229 230
281 984 936 AT 949 243 244 245 246 247 248 249 250 251 252
253 251 255 256 257 258 250 260 261 262 263 261 265 266
267 268 2O 20251 272 273 274 275 276 277 278 279 280
281 282 283 284 985 286 287 288 289 290 291 282 293 294
295 296 207 298 299 300 301 302 303 304 305 306 207 308
3097310 313 514 315 316 319 320 321 322 324 325 331 332
333 334 935 330 340 341 342 343 344 345 346 347 3483 349
350 351 352 353 354 355 356 357 358 359 360 362 364 365
366/ 267 368 369 370 37l 372 373 374 375 376 377 378 379
380 381 382 383 384 385 386 387 388 389 390 391 392 395
396 399 400 101 402 403 404 405 406 407 408 409 110 411
412 413 470 415 416 417 418 479 420 421 422 423 421 425
426 427 428 499 430 431 432 436 437 438 439 440 411 442
443 444 415 446 447 448 449 450 451 452 453 454 155 456
457 458 120 460 461 462 463 464 465 466 467 468 469 470
4TT 472 173 171 475 476 477 478 479 480 481 482 483 484
485 486 487 438 489 490 491 492 502 508 504 5035 506 508 509
bid 512 513 514 515 516 517 518 519 520521 522 523 524 539
540 5LL 542, making altogether 416 honds.

On motion, ihe Attorney General was requested fo cor-
respond with the Executors of Edward Houstoun with re-
epect to the halances wmacconnted for of moneys placed in
the hands of said Houstoun by the said Trustees of ihe
Internal Improvement Fund in 1868 for the purchase of
the ouistanding honds of the Florida Atflantic and Gulf
Central Railroad Company, being part of the purchase
money received from the sale of said road in 1862 ; and the
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moneys placed in his hands belonging to the Sinking Fund -
to be invested in guaranteed Railro ad Bonds.
The Board ihen adjourned.
Attest: WALTER GWYNN, President pro tem.
HU frTT A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, Augnst 1, 1877
The Board met in the Attorney General's officel
Pre:cnt:  Columbug Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
Geprge P. Raney, Attorney Geuneral.
Hnch A. Corley. Commissioner of Lands &
Tmmieration, \

On molian, Mr. Celnmbns Drew was appointed Presi-
dent rro fem in preside during any temporary absence of
the Governor, until otherwise ordered by the Daard.

The hills for salaries during The past month were ap-
proveil.

The following bills were presented, approved and or-
dered ]miri'

Walter (iwynn, Treasurer, for express charges, §1.50.

W. . Stewsrt, P, M., for nosiage and hox rent, $30.65.

The Treasnrer presented the report of H. I’ Jackson,
Sheriff of Levy Connty. for monevs received from stump-
age, smbeacing the items as follows:

Total amount collected" . o2t SUlalre, 2081 50
Credits cinimed .

Clashtpat e, Jo, o el e e oo 2647 99

25 per dent cominissionsl SR O 245 37
Travelilne expenNeais Jopfto de i ol 7a

Pt amee it e e . 26 39 %981 50

M. Jackson exnressed an opinion that he shonld re-
epivp |'1'(~1|1II for commissions on $500 paid nver to the Trus-
tees by 1. AL 13, Hodges for cedar ent in Levy ecounfy
under contract with the Beard of Trustees.

The Board decided that Mr. Jackson is not entitled to
a eredit for hie traveling expenges, nor for commissions
upon the amonnt naid by Dr. Hodges. ' ;

On motion, the Treasnrer was authorized to advanee to
Mr. Corley two hundred dollars to defray his traveling ex-
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penses to Washington in looking after the interests of the
Internal ITmprovement Fund. Said amount to he ac-
counted for by Mr. Corley on his return.

The proposition of John T. Drew to setfle the judg-
ment of F. Vose against the Trustees in consideration of
four millions acres of land, wag taken up for considera-
tion, and the proposition was declined.

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration, to whom
was refarred the account of J. A. Lee. Register, and =. I,
Halliday, late Receiver of the U. 8, Land Office at Gaines-
ville, for noting on the records the approval of SHG415
acres of swamp lands at $1.00 for each 160 acres and
33,400.52 acres. of Internal Improvement lands at same
rate, making $3.605.T1 for the swamp lands and 5208.75
for th> Internal Improvement Lands—total 35.8514.70, re-
ported that he had corresponded with the Commissioner
of the ticneral Land Office respecting said account, and
had heenu by him officially informed that Registers and
Receivers arve niot entitled to fees for noting the selection
or approval of Swamp Eands—that they ave entitled to
one dollar each for each final location of Internal Imprave-
ment ands—and that the amount due for the noting of
the 23.400.,02 seres is $418. The Commissioner further
reported that he was instructed that these fees are payva-
ble divectis to the Receiver at present in commission. and
are not under zny circnmstances to he paid to late efficers
wha are nor legally authorized to collect them.

On motion, it was, by unanimous vote,

Ordered, That the Treasurer pay to John Varnum, He-
eeiver, ete. U, 8. Land Office at Gainesville, fonr hundrad
and eighteenn dollars, fees due said office for noting the
final location of 33.400 acres of land confirmed to the Staie
under the & Section of the Act of ~ Congress approved
Septeber 4, 1841.

The Commissioaer of Lands and Immigration read a
letter from Samuel A. Swann, dated New York July 17,
annoancing that he would leave for Europe the next day
10 prosecuic negotiations for the sale of lands under his
appointment by the Trustees, and giving some of his views
respectineg the prospect of success.

The Commissioner of Lands and Tmmieration Inid  he-
fore th2 Board a communication from A. 8. Mann of Her-
nando “ounty, reciting that certain lands had been sold by

wy?
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the Trustees to 8. 8. Alexander and a certificate of pur-
chase issued therefor, but no deed made—that Alexander
is dead—-that the lands were seld for taxes in 1871-2 and 3
and bouglit in by the State—that the writer purchased the
lands from the State according to the laws in force at the
time of the purchase and received a deed therefor. He
now wislies to know whether the Trustees will convey the
lands fo him by deed. After some discussion it was de-
cided Ly the Board that the Trusiees can not make a deed
to the purchaser under tax sale without an assigment to
him of the original certificate of purchase.

The Dloard then adjournad.
Atfest: C. DREW, President pro tem.

HUGII A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, August 3, 1877,

The Board et in the Comptroller’s office.

Present: Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Tré&suarer.

(reorge P. Raney, Attorney General. )

Hugh A. Corley, Commr. of Lands & Immi-
gration,

The aceount of M. A. Williams, Agent for the sale of
land at Jackzonville, for commissions on sales made by
him in the month of July, said commissions amounting to
$82.47, was presented, approved and ordered to be paid.

The Board then adjourned. i
Attest: (. DREW, President pro tem.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee. Florida, August 14, 1877.

The Deard met.

Present: Colnmbns Drew, Comptroller.

VWalter Gwynn, Treasurer.
Cieorge . Raney, Attorney General.

A communication from A. N. Pacetti, Shervift and ex-
offeio Timber Agent of St. Johns County, in regard fo
trespasz, and the hill of said Timber Agent for services
rendeved in the ascertaining and prosecution of such tres-
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pass, including bill of Charles F. Hopkins for surveying,
were 1eferred to the Commissioner of Lands and Immigra-
tion for Lis report as to the necessity of the work and the
reasonableness of the charge for surveying.

The Beard then ad]Durned
Attest: C. DREW, President pro tem.

Tallahassee, Florida, August 27, 1877,

The Board met in the Executive office.

Present:  George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

(ieorge P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

The Attorney General was requested to take the neces-
sary steps to have the title to the Chattahoochee Arsenal
conveyed to the Trustees of the Internal Tuwiprovement
Fuad under the provisions of the Act of Congress of De-
cember 135, 1870. . :

A eommunication was read from Samuel A. Swann, da-
ted from Londen the 11th instant, giving a statement of
the condition of affairs there in connection with the pro-
posed sale of three millions acres of lands.

A letter from W. F. Luther, of Lake City, addvessed to
His Ixceilency, the Governor. was read, in which Mr.
Luther recommended the adoption of a system of selling
cedar from the State lands on payment of stumpage.

Ordered, That the Secretary reply to the letier of Mr.
Luther and say that the Trustees are not willing to change
their present poliey by adopting the system of charging
stumpage.

The following bills were presented, approved and order-
ed paid:

Alonzo Fawle, Publisher of the Florida Immigrant, for
the subseripticr to said paper for Angnst, and for postage
and wrappinge paper. $77.45.

Hugh A Cerley. Commissioner of Lands and Immigra-
tion. for his traveling expenses to Washington and back,
$107.20.

]
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William O. Brown, Clerk of the Ciircuit Court of Hills-
borough Counly. for recording deeds re-conveying 1o the
Trustees lands erroneously conveyed to the parties, $1.90.

Geo, P. Raney, Attorney General, for telegrams, pos-
tage. copies and other miscellaneous expenses incurred in
attending to various suits now pending against the Trus-
tees, $11.15.

Charles H. Foster, Clerk of the Supreme Couri. for de-
posit ar docket fee in the case of the St. Johns Railway
Co. vs. The Trustees in which an appeal has been taken,
$15.00.

On motion, unanimously 'u}npted the Treasurer was
instrueted to pay to George P. Raney, Attorney General,
two hundred and fifty dollars ($250) on acount of pro-
fessinnal services.

An applicaticn was received from William B. Moody
for a chance of his entry No. 8179 from the NEL of SE}
Section 20, in Township 30, South Range 20, East, to the

SEI of SW1 of the same section; and ghe ,ipplu-.mon
hﬂmz; accompanied with the affidavit preseribed in such
cases, aud a deed re-conveying to the Trustees the first
named {riet, it was ordered that the change of entry be
allowed.

The Secretary laid Lefore the Board the affidavit of
William G. Ponce in reference to the cedar cut by him
in S8t Johns County, which had been seized by the Sheriff
of said county. alleging reasons why said seizure shonld
he dismissed as unjust to affianf, and stating that his
failure 1o enter the land before cutting the timber was
owing 1o his inability to proeure the services of a sur-
veyor to ascertain the true numbers; that he did enter
ihe land as soon as the numbers were ascertained, etc.,
elc.. ete., which affidavit was accompanied with corrob-
crating cmrm ents by Wm. Mickler & Chas. F. Hopkins,
,HI\("\HI‘ .

On wofion. the Secretary was instructed fo write to
the Sheriff of 8t. Johns county authorizing him to dis-
miss the aftachments against the timber cut by Wil
liam G. Ponce and Henry Godwin. in his discretion, pro-
vided the costs and expenses arve paid by said parties.
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The Board then adjourned.
GE(Q. F. DREW,
President.
Attest:
HUGH ,A. CORLEY,
Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, August 28, 1877.

The Board met in the Executive office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

Mr. I. H. Elliott appeared before the Board and re-
quested the aid or endorsement of the Trustees for the
establishment of a “Home for Immigrants” at Live Oak,
where they could leave their families while examining
the country for a proper place for settlement. The Trus-
tees unanimously expressed themselves in favor of the
estahlishment of such an institution, but considering that
the moneys of the Fund could not be appropriated in aid
thereof only recommended and endorsed the plan pro-
posed.

Mr. Elliott also called the attention of the Board to
the National Immigration Bureau established at Phila-
delphia, and explained the objects thereof, but no action
of the Board was taken in reference thereto. |

A letter to the Governor from Charles O. Brown, At-
torney at Law, of Washington, D. C., applying for an
agency to represent the State of Florida before the Land
Department at Washington in obtaining indemnity for
Swamp Lands solds sold by the United Stafes, was laid
before the Board, read, and laid on the Table.

The Beard then adjourned.

. GEO. F. DREW,
President.
| Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.
14 1. T.
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Tallahassee, Florvida, August 31, 1877.

The Board met in the State Land Office.

Present: Walter Gwyun, Treasnrer.

George P'. Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

Mr. Raney was chosen President pro tem.

The minutes of the proceedings of the Board on and
gince the 1Gth July were read and approved.

The following accounts were presented, approved and
ordered paid:

M. A. Williams, for commissions on sales the present
month $30.55.

Hugh A. Corley, for purcliase of Copp’s Land Laws
and one year's subscription to Copp’s Land owner &
postage.  $10.10,

Hugh A. Corley, Salcsman, for amount refunded M. J.
Sutton, overpaid on entry No. 8223, $8.01.

On motion, the Salesman was authorized to have the
original swamp land plats, filed by Randolph and
Wells, mounted on cloth for better preservation, pro-
vided the expense thereotf shall not exceed seven cents
per plat. 1

The Board then adjourned.

GEO. P. RANEY,
President pro tem.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, September T, 1877.

The Board met in the Executive office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor,

Colnmbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

Letters from A. N. Pacetti, Sheriff of 8t. Johns County,
and J. J. Daniel. Attorney, respecting the trespass on
Swamp Lands by William G. Ponce and the seizure of ce-
dar cut by him.

It was ordered, That the matter be referred to samuel
Y. Finley, State’s Attorney, for adjustment; and that
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the Secretary transmit to him a copy of the action of the
Board in 1‘e“‘ud thereto on the 27th August, and a copy
of the letter of Mr. A. N. Pacetti of September 1st.

His Excellency laid before the Board a letter from £
D. Willard. EN; referring to the proposed negotiations
in Europe for the sale of three millions acres of land,
which was read.

Also. a letter from Theodore C. Cone applying for the
agency to represent the State before the General Land
()fﬁ(e for the purpose of adjusting the old land claims,
which was read.

The Board then adjourned.

GEO. F. DREW,
I'resident,
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY,
Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, geptember 22, 1877

The Board met in the Executive office.

Present:  George F. Drew, (Governor.

Columbus Drew., Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands
and Immmlatlon

The minutes of the two last meetings were read and
approved.

Samuel A. Long having purchased from the Trustees,
on the 25th Auly 1“‘"" the North half of Lot No. 8 of
Section 25, in Township 14, South, of Range 23, East,
whic had been sold to Hubbard L. Hart in 1868, and hav-
ing applied for the cancellation of the erroneous entry
and having made a deed reconveying and relinquishing
the land to the Trustees, it was

Ordered, That said entry of Samuel A. Long be can:
celled, and the purchase money paid ‘rhorefcr (thirty
dollars, $30) be refunded. tnfrether' with one dollar the
fee for recording the deed of relinquishment.
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An account of W. G. Stewart, Postmaster, for six dol-
larg ($6.00) for stamps, ete., furnished the Salesman’s
Office, was presented, approved and ordered paid.

The acconnt of Dyke and Son for printing for the Sales-
man’s office aizounting to $58.00 was preseutad and re-
ferred to Mr. Columbus Drew for examination.  Mr.
Drew examined the account and recommended the pay-
ment of the account with a deduction from several items
reducing the amount to $54 and it was so ordered,

Notice was received from the United States Land Of-
fice at Gainesville that complaint had been made by
Ziba King against the State, alleging that the W} of
NW1 & SE} of NW1 &NE] of W1 of Section 18, Town-
ship 39, Sonth, Range 24, East, is not swamp nor over-
flowed land, with a view to the cancellation of the claim
of the State to said tract of land, and summoning the
parties to appear at the office of the Clerk of the Circuit
Court of Manatee County at Pine Level before said Clerk
on the 5th day of November next to respond and furnish
testimony concerning the true character of the land.

Ordered. That said ngtim be referred to M. A. Wil-
liams. ¥

Mre. Columbus Drew laid before the Board a letter
from Walter R. Yates, Special Deputy United States
Marshal, enclosing copy of a subpoena issued from the
Clerk's office of the United States Court in Jackson-
ville in a case brought therein by G. H. Johnson against
the Florida, Atlantic and Gulf Central Railroad Com-
pany, the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund
and others, and requesting that the Trustees acknowledge
service of the subpoena. 3

On motion, Mr. Drew was requested to reply that the
Trustees have heretofore refused to acknowledge service
of legal process, and decline 1o do so in this case.

The Secretary laid before the Board letters from Sam-
uel A. Swann of the iTth, 18th and 30th August, from
which it seems that the main difficulty in effecting a sale
of 3,000,000 acres of lands af thirty cents per aere arises
from an impression in London that no valid title caa be
made to the lands of the Trustees unless the decree of
Vose and others against the Trustees is satisfied. It fur-
ther appears that John T. Drew, Esquire, the Attorney
of Mr. Vose was in England for the purpese of selling
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the interest of Mr.-Vose in said decree, claimed by him to
amount 1o $G17.658. And that a contract had been en-
tered into with one John H. Fry. claiming to represent
the promoters of certain canal enterprises in Florida.
and the said John T. Drew, Attorney of Francis Vose,
and the said Samuel A. Swann, Agent of the Trustees,
purporting to be made for the facilitating of the sale,
the settlement of the decree. ete.. which contract was en-
closed by the said Swann, and is in the words and figures
following. to-wit:

“Whercas. John H. Fry, a citizen of the United States
“now residing in London. England, is the promoter and
“owner of the Atlantic and Gulf Ship Canal Enterprise.
“to be constructed across the Peninsula of Florida, and
“also part owner and Promoter of the Southern Inland
“Navigation and Improvement Company of Florida, and
“ag such Promoter of these Enterprises has negotiated
“the sale of bonds upon grants by the Trustees of the
“Internal Improvement Fund of the State of Florida of
“two millions three hundred thousand acres of the
“public lands to the last named Company, but which
“negotiations are rendered inoperative because of a cer-
“tain decree which has been granted by the United States
“Cirenit Court of the Northern District of Florida in
“favor of Francis Vose of New York and others, which
“decree is in the nature of a first lien on all the lands
“held by the said Trustees, under grant from the United
“States of America, to fthe amount of six hundred and
“seventeen thousand six hundred and fifty eight dollars
“(®617,658), more or less, being the principal with costs,
“interest and so forth. in such decree, and which decree
“expressly declares that the Grants, Clontracts and con-
“vevances juade to and with the said Southern Inland
“Navigation and Improvement Company are null and
Yvoid. And Whereas (A) the said Trustees have appointed
“Bamuel A, Swann, Esqr., Agent, with full powers to
“sell Three million acres of public lands of Florvida, for
“the purpese of procuring the necessary funds  for
“the discharge of said decree and for other purposes, thus
tmakhn'g; the lands of the State, not so sold, available

for Waorks of Tnternal Tmprovement. and availahle un-
“der a re-organization of said canal projects, and con-
“tracts that may hereafter be made with said Trustees.
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“B. Now Therefore, in consideration of the premises, and
“in further consideration of one dollar (%1), each to the
“other in hand paid, the receipt whereof is hereby
“acknowledged, This Agreement is made and entered into
“this seventeenth day of August one thousand eight hun-
“dred and seventy seven by and between the undersigned,
“and Witnesseth

‘(% The said John H. Fry hereby agrees {o purchuse for
“limself, his heirs executors assigns and representatives
“in business, the said Three million of acres -of ihe
“public lands of Florida from Samuel A. Swann, Agant
“as aforesaid, and to pay or eause to he paid for the same
“the amount of Nine hundred thousand  dollars
“(8900,000) in United States Currency as follows,
“videlicet :

“The aforesaid decree in favor of Francis Vose Esquira
“covering his claim agaiust the Internal Improvement
“Fund of the State of Flovida upon all conpous nnon
“honds held by =aid Vose, guaranteed by said Fund and
“comprehended in the said decree of the United States
“Circuit Court, or that may be further allowed by the
“said Trustees, together with all interest, expenses, costs,
“and so forth which may be allowed by the said
“Trustees, or by the said Court, amouniling in the
“aggregatc v Nix hundred and sevenfecin thowsand six
“hundred «od fifty-eight dollars ($617.638), more or less,
“shall be fully seftled, sati~fied and discharged, and such
“discharge shall be accepted by said Swann as part pay-
“ment of said land, to the extent of the sum fixed as
“aforesaid subject to the approval of the Trustees
“aforesail.

“All conrous on or from the bonds of the Florida
“Railroad, for which the said Trust fund of the State of
“Florida is liable, in accordance with the decision of the
“United St ‘fes Court aforesaid in the suit of said Francis
“Vose, or that have been found properly verified and
“approved by the Master appointed by said Court, shall
“be g aid and eancelled by the said Trustees or the said
“Mas . from the balance of the nine hundred thousand
“dollas - (%2900.000) to be provided by said Fry as afore-
“said (i payment for the said Three million Aeres of
“land) after settlement of the said Vose decres.

“The lLalance of said Nine hundred thousand dollars
“(R900,000) . after the payment of said decree, and of
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“such coupons as aforesaid. shall be paid in lawful
“monev of the United States, to the Board of Trustees
“of the Internal Improvement Fund or to their agent
“Samuel A. Swann, Esquire.

“And the said John H. Fry, as the Promoter of the
“Enterprises aforvesaid, hereby agrees that no action
“shall be taken by the Canal Companies he represents in
“regard to the sale of their said bonds, based as afore-
“said, upon the grant of two million three hundred thous-
“and acres of Public Lands to the said Southern Inland
“Navigation and Improvement Company, until this
“aoreement shall have been fully carried ont.

“And John T. Drew, Attofney for said Francis Vose,
“hereby agrees as such Attorney under and in pursuance
“of his powers in the premises, that a complete assign-
“ment of the said decree, and of all the rights and
“cquities of said Vose under the same, and
“of all eoupons for which said Trustees are or may be
“liable held by him. shall be made by him to the said
“Fohny" H. Wry,  “op ‘some: person. to be nam-
“ed, “by him, upon deposit by the said
“Fry, with the Rothschilds. Bankers, London, England,
“or with Drexel, Morgan-& Co. of New York to the order
“of Francis Vose of the sum of six hundred and seven-
“teen thousand six hundred and fifty-eight dollars
“(8617.658) in United States currency or its Sterling
“Equivalent, or of such other snm as may be agreed upon
“by the parties to such decree or fixed by the Court as due
“thereupon. Such deposit to be applicible to the awmount
“due on said decree and for the purpose of facilitating
“this transaction the said Drew agrees to deposit with
“said Rothschilds, or with Drexel, Morgan & Co. of New
“York assignment and subrogation within sixty days
“from the date hereof, in order that this agreement may
“be carvied out immediately or within a reasonable time
“thereafter.”

“And the said Fry hereby agrees to purchase for the
“sum of Six hundred and seventeen thousand six hun-
:dred and fifty-eight dollars ($617.658) or for such other

amount as may be agreed upon hy the parties to said
“decree or fixed by the said Court, the said decree of
“Francis Vose, and in addition (hereto agrees to pur-
“chase all the coupons of the honds of the Florida Rail-
“roads, that are ineluded in said decree or that may be
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“ascertained by the Master, under the said court, to be a
“proper Yen upon ile said Fuad, jprovelar the same
“shall not exceed in principal and interest the balance of
“Nine hundred thousand dollars ($900,000), which may
“remain after payment of the amount due to said Francis
“Vose as aforesaid.

“D. And Samuel A, Swann, Agent as aforesaid, agrees as
“such Agent to sell to said John H. Fry Three million
“acres of the public lands of the State of IFlerida,
“to be located in accordance with the terms of his said
“agency, for the sum of Nine hundred thousand dollars
“5900.000) United States Currency and further agrees
“to accept payment of such purchase money in the man-
“ner hereinbefore set forth, subject to the approval ef
“the said Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund. of
“Florida.

“I. And the said Swann further agrees, and hereby binds
“the said Trustees, that at the time of and concurrent
“with the payment of such purchase money, in the
“manner specified, full and complete conveyances suf-
“ficient to vest the right and title of such lands in fee
“gimple, free from all incumbrance, shall be wmade fo
“said Fry or to his legal representatives in tha! behalf.

“It is further agreed by the said John H, Fry that the
“purchase money herein named, shall be paid, as herein
“set forth, within sixty days (or a reasonable extension
“for good cause shown) from the day on which gaid Fry
“shall have been furnished with a properly certified and
“authenticated schedule, approved and signed by said
“Trustees and by each creditor, or by the proper officer of
“said Court, setting forth the actual amount to be paid
“to said Vose and to each of the other ereditors of the
“said Trustees, whose claims in any way constitute, or
“may constitute, a lien charge or claim upon the said
“Three million acres of land hereby sold to said Fry, or
“that can cloud his title thereto, under this purchase;
“and thirvty days at least, or a longer tine if required
“shall be allowed to such Trustees or their Agent to
“make out ond deliver such schedule to said Fry, and ia
“the meantime-it ig stipulated that no party to this agree-
“ment shall take any steps calenlated to delay or prevent
“its performance, or contrary to the letter and spirit of
“this contract.”
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“4pd the said John H. Fry. in consideration of the
“premises, binds himself to a faithful performance of
‘this arrreement under the following penaltics—In case
“the smd Fry fails, through his own negligence raefusal
“gr inahility, to purchase and pay for the said Vose de-
“ecree the sum of Six hundred and seventeen thousan-d
‘gix hundred and fifty-eight dollars (§617.658) or such
“other sum as may be settled by the parties thereto, or
“fixed by the said Court as due therenpon, within the
“time fized by this contract for the payment of the pur-
“chase money of the lands herein sold, then the said
“Johnw H. Fry herely agrees and binds himself, his repre-
“gentatives in business, his heirs executors and assigns
“to pay to Francis Vose, Isqr., the sum of ten thousand
“pounds (£10.000) sterling as forfeit, and in case the
“said Fry shall fail, through Lis own fault or refusal, to
“pay the said purchase money in accordance with the
“terms of this contract (hen he likewise binds himself
“his heirs executors and assigns to pay to the said
“Samuel A. Swann, Agent as aforesaid, the further sum
“of ten thousand pounds (£10,000) Sterling, as forfeit
“money., and ag security for such sums, hereby agreed to
“he forfeited as penalties, the said Fry agrees to deposit
“ten Thousand pounds (£10.000) with {he Rothchills,
“Bankers. London, or with Direxel, Morgan & Co. of New
“Yeak at his option and the further sum of ten thousand
“pounds (£10.000) with Brown Shipley & Co. of London
“or with Drexel, Morgan & Co. of New York, at his op-
“tion, within twenty days from the date upon which hz
“shall be furnished with the rchedule of liens and claims
“hereinhefore described Provided that said schedule shall
“show the charges and liens against the lands herein
“contracted for to amount in the aggregate of principal
“and interest to a sum not exceeding Nine hundred
“thonsand dollars (%000.000)."
g “In Witiness whereof, the parties to this contract have
‘hereto set their hands and seals the day and year above
“written as the date of this agreement.”
“In the presence of (Rigned.;

(Signed) “JOHN H. FRY.” (L. &)
“J. H. STEDWELL,” “JOHN T. DREW, (L. 8.)
“JOHN DAY Attorney in fact for Francis

Vose,”
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“As to clanses A. B. C. D. & ., ) 2
but with respect to other parts | “SAMUEL A. SWANN
of this agreement subject en- '> (L. 8.)

tirely to the andit and ap- { Special Agt. Trustees *
proval of the Trustees of the | I.I Fund State Fla.”
I. I. Fund of Fla.”

Letters were also received from John T. Drew, Esquire,
as of counsel for Mr. Francis Vose, advising that the
amount due to Mr. Vose be fixed under a special agree-
ment and that payment of such amount he secured theve-
under from the sale of 3,000,000 acres of land, and also
enclosing a special agreement prepared to cover the case,
in the words and figures following towit:

“WHEREAS, The Florida Railroad was sold to ‘E. N.
“Dickerson and Associates’ on the Sixth day of October
“one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six by the Trus-
“tees of ‘The Tnternal Improvement TFund of TFlorida’
“under third section of Act of December 29th, 1854, ap-
“proved by the Governor of Florida January 6th, 1855
“and entitled “An Act to provide for and encourage a
“liberal system of Internal Improvements in this State’
“said sale having bden made because the said Florida
“Railroad had failud to pay the interest npon passed due
“coupons of its gnaranteed bonds and had also failed to
“provide the specified ‘one per cent’ of its bonded debt
“due to ‘the Sinking Fund’ as required under the afore-
“said Act of 1854.7 :

“AND WHEREAS one Francis Vose, Esquire, a citizen
“of the United States and a resident of the State of New
“York was the owner of one hundred and ninety-five
“thousand dollars of the bonds of said Florida Railroad
“and refused to participate in the purchase of said Rail
“Road or to take the twenty per cent. of the ameunt of
“his bonds in full settlement of the same as provided for
“nnder the sale of E. N, Dickerson and Associates.”

“AND WHERIEAS the said Vose did institute suit in the
“United States Cirenit Court for the Northern District
“of Florida and has finally oldained a decree and judg-
“ment against the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
“Fund of Florida for the full amount of the coupona
“owned by him the said Vose together with the specified
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“interest thereon fogether with all legal cosis expenses
“of suit claimed by said Vose to amount to six hungdred
¢and seventeen thousahd six hundred and fifty-eight
“dollars United States currency ($617,658).

“AND WHEREAS the Trustees of the Internal Im-
“provement Fund of Florida are anxious to have the said
“decree and judgment of the said Vose liguidated at an
sgarly. day in order that the remaining lands held by
“said Trustees may be made available for matters of in-
“ternal improvement as provided for under the Act of
“December 20th, 1854 —AND WHEREAS the said Trus-
“foes have appointed Samuel A. Swann Esquire of Florida
“an Agent of the Board of Trustees of the Infernal Im-
“provement Fund of Florida to sell three millions acres
“(3.000.000) of lands of Florida in order to procure the
“necessary funds to liquidate the said Vose decree and
“other equitable c¢laims made upon the said Trustees.
“AND WHEREAS John T. Drew, Esquire, of Counsel for
“Franeis Vose, Esquire, is now in Europe and is acting
“with said Swann in an endeavor to sell three millions
43,000,000 acres of lands as aforesaid to certain parties
“whom the said Drew claims are ready to purchasz the
“said Vose decree under certain conditions and exchange
“the same for Florida Lands at Thirty Cents TUnited
“States Currency per acre. NOW THEREFORE to faeili-
“tate the sale of said lands and {o liguidate the Vose de-
“cree by means of such sale and to fix the amount that the
“Trustees are willing to allow the said Vose under said
“decree Provided the sale of three million acres 3.000,000
“is made as aforesaid and at not less than thirty cents an
“acre United States currency. IT IS HEREBY AGREED
“by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of
“Florida and by Francis Vose Esquire of New York that
“in full settlement of all his legal and equitable rights
“and claims under said decree of whatever nature against
“the Board of Trustees of The Internal Improvement
“Fund of Florida or The State of Florida or The Florida
“Rail Road save as to the principal of said honds owned
“by said Vose which hecome due in 1891 and are nof pro-
“vided for under said decree, there shall he paid to the
“said Francis Vose, out of the proceeds of the sale of
“said three millions (3,000,000) acres of lands to be sold
“by Samuel A. Swann Agent of the Board of Trustees of
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“the Internal Improvement Fund of Florida as aforesaid,
“the sum of six hundred and seventeen thousand six
"hugdred and fifty-eight dollars ($617,658) in liquidation
“of the decree and judgment of said Vose (a copy of
“which decree is hereunto annexed) marked Exhibit A.”

“The said sum of $617.658 is claimed by the said Vose
“and his counsel ag equitably due the said Vose under
“said decree, and includes payment of all coupons due or
“that may become dne upon the Florida Rail Road bonds
“held by said Vose (a list of said bonds and Coupoans is
“hereunto attached marked ‘Exhibit B’) together with
“all interest upon said passed due coupons and all legal
“and equitable expenses of the said Vose in the snit
“aforesaid.”

“IT T8 ATSO AGREED by the Trustees of the iniernal
“Tmprovement Fund of Florida that upon the surrender of
“the said decree of Francis Vose or his subrogee under
“the regular legal formalities for such cases made and
“nrovided, the said Trustees will -allow the sum of six
“hundred and seventeen thousand six hundred and fifty
“eight dollars United States Currency $617.658 in liqui-
“dation of said surrendered decree, to apply fowards the
“payment of Nine Hundred thousand dollars TUnited
“States Currency ($900.000) the stipulated price of the
“three million acres (3.000.000) of lands to be sold as
“aforesaid by Samuel A. Swann Agent for said Trustees;
“or the said Trustees will convey Ly warranty deed fo
“the said Francis Vose or his legal subrogee to all his
“rights under said judgment and decree, three million
“acres (3.000.000) of lands under the regmlations and
“conditions laid down in the instructions of Samuel A.
“Swann Agent of said Trustees—Upon the proper sur-
“pender of the said Vose decree and the paymeut of two
fhundred and eighty two thousand three hundred and
“forty two dollars (§282.342) U. 8. Currency to the said
“Trustees.”

“Tt is mutually agreed by all parties hereto that after
“this agreement has been duly executed by all parties
“hereto, the same shall be deposited with the The Roth-
“childs, Bankers, London, England in Escro, until the
“sale of said three million acres of lands of Florida as
“aforesaid. and to be delivered to the parties in inrerest
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“after such sale or {o be cancelled in the event of a failure
“to make such sale.”

“Given under our hands this...... deyiod Sl e
" “one thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven at the
“City of Tallahassee, Florida, U. 8. A.”

“Phe Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of

“Florida By"”
(L. S.

5.)
(Lr:r 5:)
(L. 8.)
(L. 8.)
(L. 8.)
“Gliven under my hand this......day of..........
“one thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven at the
“City of New York, U. S. A. Reserving to myself the
“right to designate Brown Bros. of New York instead of
“the Rothschilds London, England.”
(Signed.) “F. VOSE.”

As John T. Drew, Esquire, is expected to be in Talla-
hassee shortly to confer with the Trustees respecting the
proposed agreements, the letters and accompanying due-
uments were postponed until his arrival.

The Board then adjourned.

GEO. F. DREW,
President.
Attest:
HUGH! A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, September 27, 1877.

The Board met in the Executive office.
Present: George F. Drew, Governor.
Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer,
George P. Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration,
The minutes of the last meeting were ready, amendsd
and approved. 1 '
Notice having been received from John 1. Drew,
quull'e,_ that he cannot be present to confer personally
with the Trusfees with regard to the agreements pro-
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Pl

posed to the Board respecting the sale of lands in Europe
and the disposal of the proceeds in connection with the
Vosze decree, the Board proceeded to consider the agree-
ments submitted at the last meeting of the Board, one

signed by John H. Fry, John T. Drew, Attorney in fact .

for Francis Vose, and Samuel A. Swann, as agent of the
Trustees, and the other signed by Francis Vose and sub-
mitted for the signatures of the Trustees,

On motion, both submitted agreements were disapprov-
ed by the Board, and the Secretary instructed ‘o inform
Mr. J. T. Drew and Mr. Samuel A. Swann of such dis-
approval, and Gov. Drew and Mr. Corley were requested
to proceed to New York to confer with Mr. Vose and his
attorney.

The Bouard then adjourned.

GEO. F. DREW, President.

Attest:

HUGH A. CORLEY, Recretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, October 30, 1877.

The Board met in the Executive office,

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

The minutes of the last meeting were ren(] amended
and approved.

Gov. Drew and Mr. Corley made a verbal report of
their conference in New York with Mr. Vose and J. 1.
Drew, Esq.. his attorney, from which it appears that Mr.
Vose concurs with the Trustees respecting the proper
course to be pursued with regard to the funds in the event
of a sale of lands to parties in Europe by Samme! A,
Swann, the Agent of the Trustees, After conferring with
Messrs. Vose and Drew, Mr. Corley addressed the follow-
ing letter to Mr. Swann ;
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New York, October 17, 1877.
Samuel A. Swann. Esq..
15 New Cavendish Streef,
TLondon, England,

Dear Sir: ~ o

Several lefters have heen received from you respecting
your progress in negotiating the sale of lands belonging
to the Internal Improvement Fund. but none of them
called for any official action by the Trustees except that
enclosing a “Contriact of purchase of lands and settle-
ment of 2 certain Decree and Judgment,” signed by John
H. Fry. by John . Drew, Attorney of Francis Vose, and
by vourself as the Agent of the Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund. That contract is disapproved and is
‘herewith returned. I cannot say that there is anything
objectionable in the terms of the contract, hut the Trus.
tees are not willing to go outside of their official duties
and hecome parties to auy agreement between Mr. Vose
and any purchaser of his decree. That is a matter en-
tirely between the interested parties.

Gov. Drew and myself came on to New York at the
request of the Board to confer with Mr, Vose and his Af-
torney. Jehn T, Drew, Esq., and since arriving here have
received your letter of the 27th unlt. addressed to me at
Tallahassee and forwarded to me here. T am glad to no-
tice that yon are confident of success,

It geems from your letters that an impression exists
in England that the validity of any sale by the Trustees
would depend upon the subsequent discharge of Mr.
Vose's claim with the purchase money; and you suggest
that the Trustees agree upon a certain fixed amount as
due Mr. Vose, in order that you may be able to show that
the purchase money would pay off the whole debt, ete. If
You will look carefully inte the orders of the court you
will find that you want the Trustees to do precisely what
Mr. Vose got the Court to prohibit them from doing. The
licn upon the lands of which you speak was not created
hiy the decree of the Conrt, hut by the Act of the Legisla-
ture of January 6, 1855, and the decree of the Court was
fo enforce the lien already created by the Statute. To
assure a proper application of the Fund to fthe discharge
of all claims made a lien on the lands, the Board of
Trustees was by the Internal Tmprovement Act vested
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with power to fix the price and sell the lands and pay
the liabilities. The suit by Mr. Vose and others was
instituted to compel the Trustees to discharge fthis duty.

his the Court ordered, and the power of the Trustees to
fix the price and sell the lands has never been interfered
with by the Court, bat, on the contrary, they have been
directed to continue in the discharge of that duty. But
the Court did take from the Trustees the right to decide
upon any rlaim against the fund, either ag to validity or
amount. The Trustees simply sell the land and pay the
money into Court. The Counrt distributes the Fuad. You
see therefore that we can not take upon ourselves to ad-
just any of the claims against the Internal Improvement
Fund. We are simply trying to raise the money to ena-
hle the Court to have all just ¢laims discharged. But I
enclose herewith a certificate of A. Doggetf, Special Mas-
tc¥, showing the total amount of coupons now filed 1o be
$687,447.83, not including interest on those filed since
Drecember 1876. The whole amount may be set down in
round nummbers aft $700,000. This, of course, dees not

zlude the claim of Mr. Vose for costs and fees. What
ewer may be allowed him by the Court under that head,
and ordered to be paid from the Fund, must be first
settled.

But I have written these things rather to recall you to
a full understanding of the powers and duties of the
Trustees than to enable you to remove the misconceptions
of other parties. The guestions need not be material in
yvour negotiations. The Trustees do not care to touch a
dollar of the purchase money until the Court has made
its orders, and not then unless a surplus is left after pay-
ing all legal claims. You have full power to make a con-
tract for sale with any purchaser who will deposit the
purchase money (less your commissions) in any responsi-
ble Banking House in New York subject to the orders of
the Circuit Court of the United States for the 5th Judi-
ciel Circuit in the suit of Francis Vose et al vs. The
Trustecs of the Internal Improvement Fund et al. In
fact, the Trustees wounld prefer that you should make a
contract of that kind. We would thereby be relieved
from the responsibility of handling the money—the cred-
itors could have their ¢laims paid as soon as adjusted—
and the purchaser wonld feel secure about his title. But
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in this matter exercise your own judgment. Your powers
are general and full. You can best decide upon the de-
tails.
Yours very respectfully,
HUGH A. CORLEY,
Commissioner of Lands & Immigration. ®

On motion, the foregoing letter was unanimously ap-
proved by the Board. iyl o7

The Goyvernor laid before the Board a communication
from Sydney I. Wayles, Esq, of Washington, asking
Commissions to represent the State before the different
departments of the government in Washington to ascer-
tain what is due to the Btate from the United States, and
also authority to collect the amount due to the Pensacola
and Georgia Railroad Company for transporting the
mails in the years 1866 & 1867T.

The Attorney General was requested to reply to Mr.
Wayles with reference to the claim of the Pensacola and
Georgia Railroad Company; and His Excellency, the
Governor, was recommended to send commissions to Mr.
Wagyles to represent the State before the War and Land
Departments; and the Secretary was instructed to for-
ward such commissions with a letter explaining the
wishes and opinions of the Trustees concerning the exe-
cution of said commissions.

The Attorney General laid before the Board a com-
munication from Brigadier General S. V. Renet, Chief
of Ordnance, with respect to the Chattahoochee Arsenal,
as follows, to-wit:

Ordnance Qffice, War Department,
Washington, Oectober 25, 1877.
The Attorney General of the State of Florida,

Tallahassee, Florida.

Sir:

The Judge Advocate General of the Army, to whom
has been referred your communications of ALOust 28
and Sept. 15, has expressed to the Secretary of “War an
opmmn that the State authorities of Florida having been
in actual occupation of the lands and buildings of the
Apalachicola (or Chattahoochee) Arsenal at the date of
the Act of Congress of Dee. 15, 1870, donating them to
thi SItato for Educational purpoaea the United States

Ak



conld not thereafter sell {he same as their own property.
He also holds, upon the strength of 11th Vol. opinions of
the Attorney General, p. 44, that no formal deeds sve nee-
essary to be given to the State of Florida under the said
Act,

«The Seeretary of War has thereupon decided “that no
action seems to be necessary in this case but to take a
receipt for the property which has been lawfully turned
over.”

The “Lands” of the Apalachicola Arsenal were re-
served by the DPresident of the United States from the
public domain under dates of November 3, 1832, and Oe-
tober 30, 1853, and will be found fully described in the
records of the “Land District of the West Territory of
Florida™ for those years.

The *“buildings™ located on those lands on December
15, 1870, necessarily go with the lands into the ownership
of the State.

The “appurtenances™ of the lands are embraced in a
deed of J. W. King. Attorney for Daniel Matchett, dated
February 17, 1834, and recorded in Book B. p. 37, in the
Clerk’s Office of Gadsden County Court.

In pursnance of the decision of the Recretary of War.
I have therefore to request that the proper authorities
constituting the Board of Internal Improvement of the
State of Florida, will file in this office a suitable ac-
knowledgment of receipt of the foregoing property which
has bheen turned over to them.

Respectfully, Yonr obedient servant,
(Signed) 8. V. BENET, Brigadier General.
. Chief of Ordnance.

On motion. the Attorney General was requested to pre
pare an acknowledgment of receipt of the property
mentioned for the signature of the Trustees, and also to
obtain a certified copy of the deed of J. W. King, Attor-
ney for Daniel Matchett, referred to in the foregoing
communication.

The Sceretary laid before the Board a letter from
Samuel Pasco, Esq., inquiring whether the suit with re-
gard to the cedar c¢ut by Mr. Merrill and seized by the
Sheriff of Wakulla County can be seitled ont of court
upon payment of Mr. Merrill of stumpage thereon; and
also a letter from Mr. Pasco to John A. Henderson, Esq.,
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Attorney for the Trustees in said case, making similar
inquiries, which letter had been referred by Mr. Hender-
gon jo the Trustees for instructions.

The Board decided that they would not settle the case
on the terms proposed; and the Secretary was instructed
to advise Messrs. Pasco and Henderson of such decisipn.

The following bills were presented, approved and or-
dered to be paid:

C. A. Bryan, Clerk of Leon Circuit Court, for copy of
bill in ease of W. 1'. Rembert vs. the Trustees—S18.60.

W. G. Stewart, Postmaster at Tallahassee, for Post-
age and Box rent for Salesman’s office—$21.40.

Alonzo Fowle, Publisher of Florida Immigrant, for
subseription for September and October, and postage—
$145.00.

A letter was received from H. P. Jackson, Sheriff of
Levy County, respecting %60 retained by him from
moneys received for stumpage ‘on account of expenses.
which was not allowed by the Board, and requesting that
all or a part of said expenses be allowed, or that time be
given him to send up the money; which letter was post-

‘pouned until another meeting of the Board.

The bill of George R. Frisbee, County Surveyor of Clay
County. for surveying land supposed to be trespassed
upon at the request of the Sheriff, amounting to $5.00
was presented, approved and ovdered to he paid.

An application was received from . M. Lee, of Hamil-
ton County, for the cancellation of the entry made by him
January 8, 1876, of the Souil Last quarter of the North
West quarter of Section 24, Township 1, Sounth, Range
15 East. which land was not the property of the Internal
Improvement Fund, which application was aceompaiied
with a deed relinquishing to the Trustees his {itle to the
land—Whereupon, it was ordered that said entey Le
cancelled, and that the Treasurer refund to said L. M.
Lee the sum of forty dollars, the amount paid by said
Lee as the purchase money for said land.

An application was received from William M. Sharp
for the correction or cancellation of Entry No. 7236 made
by him on the 14th day of December. 1875, It appears
t}mt said Sharp desirved to enter the NW t of SW1 of Sec.
tion 3. Township 20, South, Range 17, East, which land
was then Internal Tmprovement Land priced at $1.50 per
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Fate

aere—that he received a deed for the corresponding traet
jn. Township 20, South, Range 13, Hast, there being’ no
such township in the State—that this supposed tract was
<old to him at $1.00 per acre, amounting to $37.20—that
the land intended to be entered by said Sharp was sub-
sequently entered and paid for by Cyprian T. Jenkins—
And the said Sharp having returned the deed erroneously
executed to him, it was ordered, that said eniry be can-
celed, and the purchase money refunded.

The Board then adjourned,
GEO. F. DREW,

» President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, November 7, 1877.

The Board met in the Executive Office,

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General,

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Tmmigration.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap-
proved.

Application was received from Walter C. Maloney, Jr.,
of Key West, on behalf of Edward Bell asking that said
Bell be allowed a special preemption upon the El of 8Ef
and Lot No. 2 of Section 9, Lot No. 4 of Section 10, and
Lots Nos. 1 & 2 of Section 15, in Township 60, South,
of Range 40, East containing 219.47 acres, notwithstand-
ing he has not settled upon the land, and notwithstand-
ing said Lots contain more than one hundred and sixty
acres, he alleging that he has settled uwpon his own land,
in Section 16 adjoining said Lots; that all of said Lots
are necessary for a full enjoyment of the privileges prop-
erly belonging to his property in Section 16; and that
;he other person has settled or improved the Lots applied

or.

. Grdered. That the Salesman allow a preemption on
said lands to Mr. Bell upon his making an affidavit that
the lands applied for do not embrace the residence, cul-
tivated lands or improvements of any other person.
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The proposition of Col. Theodore C. Cone to be ap-
pointed agent of the State before the Land Department
in Washington was taken up for consideration.

Ordered, That the Secretary notify Col. Cone that the
Prustees decline to make the appeintment.

A letter was received from H. F. Hammon to whom the
Board had agreed to sell from 3.060 ta 5,000 acres of
land in Township 42. South, Rangs 42, FEast, snd Town-
ships 41 and 42, South Range 43, Easft at a veduced
price for the purpose of drainage, asking that the time be
extended until November, 1878.

Ordered, That the extension asked for be granted.

A petition was received from a large number of citi-
zens residing near Lake Apopka asking that the swamp
and overflowed lands lying north of said lake bhe granted
to them ag a corporation on condition that they drain
said lands and dig a navigable canal from Lake Apopka
to Lake Dora, which was read and the consideration
thereof postponed for the present

The following letter from William C. Brown. of Tampa
addressed to Mr. Corley was laid befor: “he Board.

Tampa, Florida, Oct, 26th, 1877.
Hon. H. A, Corley,
Com’r Lands, ete.,
Tallahassee, Florida.

Dear Sir:

I have another proposition to make to you or to the
Board. It is to this effect: That if you will furnish me
with maps showing the State lands, T will attend to the
business of entering lands without any charge to the
State or Board, and only charge the parties here (1) one
cent per acre for making the entries in addition to the
money order fee and 3 cents postage on each entry, and
Wwill give a bond for the safe keeping and return of the
maps. This would be an accommodation to the people
here, and they would be willing to pay me the fees above
stated.

Respecttully.
WM. C. BROWN.

Ordered, That the proposition of Mr. Brown be ac-
cepted provided the Salesman can conveniently furnish
the plats,
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A letter was received from M. C. Pickett of Apalachi-
cola, asking that a survey be made of certain unsurveyed
swamp lands lying near Lake Wimico, which was read
and the consideration thereof postponed,

The following bills were presented, approved and or-
dered paid.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner, etc., for traveling ex-
penses to New York, Washington and back at the request
of the Board $180.03.

Governor George F. Drew, for traveling expenses to
New York, Washington and back at the request of the
Board $180.00.

Hugh A. Corley, Salesman, for back numbers of Copp’s
Land owner and for telegraphing $6.10.

M. A, Williams, for commissions on sales of lands
made by him at Jacksonville in September and October
$33.74.

George . Raney for telegraphing $1.35.

The Board then adjourned.

GEO. F. DREW,
President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, November 20, 1877.

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor,

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer,

Gweorge P, Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap-
proved.

A notice was received from the Register and Receiver
of the United States Land Office at Gainesville that com-
plaint had been entered at that office by Charles Moore
against the State of Florida, alleging that Lot No. 4 of
Section 10, in Township 43. South, of Range 43, East. in
Dade County, Florida, is not swamp mnor overflowed
land, with a view to the cancellation of the claim of the
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said State to the alove deseribed tract of land, and sum-
moning the State to appear at the office of Charles H.
Newman. Notary Public, at Pettusville, Volusia County
on the 15th of January, 1878 at 10 o'clock, A. M., to re-
spond and furnish testimony concerning the true char-
acter of said land.

Which was referred to the Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

Several letters were read from Samuel A. Swann, re-
specting his progress in the proposed sale of lands in
Europe. _

A letter from D. T. MelIntyre respecting the difficulty
in the way of granting lands to aid the construction of
the St. Johns, Lake Eustis and Gulf Railroad Company,
and inquiring into the facts and points of law presented
in the Vose suit, was refid and referred to the Attorney
General.

A bill of Philip Walter, Clerk of the United States
Court, for certified copy of bill filed against the Trus-
tees and others by R. H. Johnson, amounting to $21.00
was presented, approved and ordered to be paid.

Dr. H. C. Howard, on hehalf of the Gainesville, Ocala
and Charlotte Harbor Railroad Company, appeared be-
fore the Board and made a proposition that the Trustees
sell to said Company alternate sections of State lands
for six miles on each side of said road and branches at
five cents per acre, such contract not to go into effect un-
til the claims of Vose and others against the Internal
Tmprovement Fund are settled, or the Trustees relieved
therefrom by an order of Court.

The following resolution was unanimously adopted:
Resolved, That whenever the Gainesville, Ocala and
Charlotte Harbor Railroad Company shall file a plat of
their route to Tampa and Charlotte Harbor, the lands of
the Tnternal Improvement Fund lying within six miles
on each side of the route, and embraced in the odd num-
bered sections, will he reserved from sale for six months,
and if at the end of that period, said Company shall have
constructed twenty miles of said road, and made proof
thereof to this Board, said lands shall be reserved until
;h?l next meeting of the Legislature for the action of that
ody.
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Mr. Rixford, President, and Mr. Farrell, Engineer, of
the Santa Fe Canal Company, appeared before the Board
and explained the objects, plans and purposes of the
work now being prosecuted by that Company, and in-
quired what aid in public lands, or what encouragement
otherwise the Trustees could extend to the Company.

Without taking action thereon, the Board adjourned.

GEO. F. DREW,
President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, November 21, 1877.

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbug Drew, Comptroller,

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer,

George I'. Raney, Attorney General,

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap-
proved.

The petition on behalf of the Santa Fe Canal was taken
up for consideration. The Trusfees unanimously ex-
pressed themselves in favor of the enterprise as one emi-
nently calenlated to promote the settlement and advance
the inferest of a portion of the State now inconveniently
sitnated with respect to transportation, and one which
should receive encouragement: but, inasmuch as the
lands and proceeds of the Internal ITmprovement Fund
cannot be appropriated in aid thereof. the Board conld
only endorse the scheme and recommend it to favorahle
congrideration.

Opdered, That the Commissioner of Tands and Tmmi-
gration communicate to Mr. Rixford, the President of the
Company. the action of this Board.

The following resolution was unanimously "It[ﬂ[l’(?(]

Be it resolved by the Trustees of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund of Floride, That His Excellency, the Gover-
nor, be requested to urge npon our Senators and Repre-
rentatives in Congress to use their efforts to proeure from
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the Congress of the United States a renewal of the grants
of land made to Florida by the Act of May 17, 1856, so
far as the same have not been already conveyed under
the provisions of said act; and to have the grant in aid
of the construction of a road from Amelia Island to
Tampa bay extended so as to include a road to Char-

lotte Harbor.
The following bills were presented, allowed, and or-

dered paid:

John McDoungall —Stationery for Salesman’s office.$29.10

W. G. Stewart, postage StAMPE .......covnvineons 3.00

Alonzo Fowle, binding hook of receipts.......... 3.00

Hugh A. Corley, traveling expenses to Wakulla
Court attending case of timber seizure.......... 8.00

Entry No. 8293 of NW1 of BEL See. 10, Township 1, N,
Range 8 East, 40 acres, made by J. J. Rutherford, Octo-
ber 4. 1877, was cancelled, said land not belonging to the
Internal Tmprovement Fund, and the said Rutherford
baving returned his certificate of purchase, and the

“ Treasurer was instructed to refund the purchase money
iforty dollars).

John F. Hall having on the 5th January, 1876, en-
tered the E} of NE{ fection 33. Township 22, South,
Range 21, East, and received deed therefor: and having
applied to change said entry to the SW1 of NE! and
NWi of 8E} of same section: and having made the affi-
davit required by the regulations of the Board and a
deed reconveying the land originally entered to- the
Trustees, It ig ordered, That the change of entry be made.

The Secretary laid before the Board the report of . J.
Berry, Timbher Agent, dated Nov, 9. Among otler things
he reported frespasses commirted as follows: Iy “anr.
George W. Moody, 1.625,000 feet; by Henry A. Wyse 50M
feet; by George F. Nutter 240,000 feet, with lists desisnat-
ing places and dates.

Ordered, That the report of E. J. Berry, Timber Agent,
be referred to the Attorney General for advice with re-
gard to legal proceedings against the frespassers.

A letter was read written by W. H. Milton, State At-
torney for the First Cirenit. to the Comptroller, asking
approval of an agreement to arbitrate a matter of con-
troversy between the Sherift' of Walton County, represent-
ing the State. and Founthin J. White, with regard to
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certain timber alleged to have heen eut on State land by
said White, the matters to he submitted to arbitration
being whether the timber was cut upon State land, .md
if so, how much and the value.

The following resolution was adopted

Resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Imternal Im-
provement Fund, That the agreement for arbitration in a
suit penrling in the Cirenit Court of Walton County in
which James H. Rice, the Sheriff of said County and
er officio Timher Agent. is complainant on behalf of the
State of Florida. and Fountain J. White, is defendant,
in which the matters submitted are whether the timber
involved in said snit was cut npon State land, and if so,
the gquantity and valne thereof; which said agreement has
been submitted for approval by W. H. Milton, State At-
torney, be and the same is approved by this Board =o far
as the same may relate to the lands helonging to the In-
ternal Improvement Fund.

On motion, the Commissioner of TLands & Immigration,
was authorized to employ an assistant to prepare plats
of the lands in West Flovida for the use of the Timber
Agent.

The letter of M. C. Pickett was taken up for considera-
tion and it was

Ordered, That the Commissioner of Lands & Tmmigra-
tion be authorized to contract with a competent surveyor
for the survey of Township 8, South, Range 9, West.

The Board then adjourned.

GEO. F. DREWa
President.

Attest : g

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, December Tth, 1877
The Board met in the Executive office,
Preseni: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller,

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer,

George P. Raney, Attorney General.
The Attorney General was elected Secretary pro tem.
The minutes of the last meetmu were read and ap-

proved.
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The Giovernor submitted to the Board letters and pa-
pers received by him from John T. Drew, making a prop-
osition to surrender to the Board all conupons outstanding
guaranteed by the Internal Improvement Fund for four
million acres of land, to be conveved on the surrender of
the coupons to be made within fonr months. After con-
sideration of the proposition it was ordered that the same
be laid over for further consideration at an early meet-
ing of the Board, when Mr. Corley should Le present.

A letter from H. C. Howard, President of the G. 0. &
(. H. R. R. Company, November 26, 1877, to the Governor,
asking the transfer to the company of alternate sec-
tions of U. 8. lands in case they should be granted to the
Trustees by Congress, and a telegram from R. G. Inger-
soll, from Washington, D. C., dated the 6th inst. to Hon.
Hugh A. Corley, asking if the assurance of the Trustees
asked by Mr. Howard could be expected, was laid hefore
the Board and after due consideration the Attoruey Gen-
eral was directed to send and did send the following tele-
gram to Mr, Ingersoll:

Tallahassee, Fla., Dec. 7, 187T.
To R. G. Ingersoll,
Washington, D. C.

Trustees can not give the assurance. Will mail copy
of resolution passed on the subject by Board, when How-
ard was here.

HUGH A. CORLEY.

The Attorney General submitted copy of letter writ-
ten by him to D. T. MecIntyre, Mattoon, Illinois, nnder
resolution of the Board of November 20, 1877, which was
ordered to be placed among the files of the Board.

A letter from R. W. Reuter, President of the J. St. A
& I. R. R. & N. Co., submitting proposition and form of
contract for the sale of alternate section of lands lying
east of the St. Johns river and other lands to said com-
pany at one cent per acre, and proposing that the Trus-
tees apply to the U. 8. Cirenit Court, at Jacksonville, to
rescind so much of the order now in force against the
Board of Trustees as will enable the Board to accept such
proposition, was received and after due consideration it
was unanimously Resolved, that the proposition be re-
iected, and that the Secretary inform Mr. Reuter,

The matter of the revocation of the appointment of



236

Bamuel A. Swann as agent to sell lunds, made April 27th.
1877, was considered at some length, and the Attorney
General was dirvected to file the following letter pre-
pared by him:
Tallahassee, Fla., December Tth, 1877.
Samue] A. Swann, Esq.,
No. 27 New Cavendish Street,
London, England.
Dear Sir:

I am instructed by the Board of Trustees to say that
it is with great reluctance that they become impressed
with the belief, that the chances of your making a suc-
cessful sale of the Internal Tmprovement lands, under
your agency as constituted by the resolution of the Board,
passed April 27th, A. D. 1877, are very unpromising. The
Board feel that unless you have pending a negotiation
for a sale of land, or land warrants, which promises an
early and pretiy certainly successful issue, it is better
that-you shounld not keep either on the market after the
first proximo.

The Board write this, because they feel that they can
hardly hope for any better success at any reasonably early
day. than yvou have had since your arrival in England last
sumer, They recognize with a sense of sincere and
grateful approval your efforts to effect the purpose of
your mission and particularly as they fully believe that
you would have succeeded, but for the interference of Mr,
Vose and others.

You will please telegraph the Board at its expense be-
tween the 25th inst. and 1st proxime, whether or not a
revocation of your agency, on the first proximo, will de-
feat any negotiations promising the success indicated
above.

The Board do not wish to do you any injustice, but they
cannot now see from your letters, or the former results,
wf your undertaikng, any hope for any even comparatively
early success: and they helieve that there are still parties
working secretlv against the success of the sale, with
the hope of benefiting schemes they have, involving lands
of the fund.
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The Board think that you, in all probability, feel that
the chances of success arve, at least, quite remote.

Very vespectfully,
Your oh'd't serv’t,
GEO. P. RANEY,
Attorney General.

A communication from Thomas H. Wagstaft to the Gov-
ernor enclosing letter from Baron de Wagstafl, and s.uh-
mitting proposition to issue land floats to the West
Florida & Mobile Rail Road Company was received and
after being considered final action thereon was postponed

to some future day. -
The Board then adjourned.
: GEO. ¥. DREW,
President.
Attest:

GEO. P. RANEY,
See. pro tem.

Tallahassee, Florida, December 8th, 1877.

‘The Board met in the Executive Office.
Present: George F. Drew, Governor.
Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
George P. Raney, Aitorney General,

The Attorney General acting as Secretary pro tem.

The minutes of the last meeting were read & ap-
Pproved. .

The letter of the Attorney General to R. G. Ingersoll
transmitting copy of resolution of November 21st, 1877,
requesting the Governor to urge upon our Senators and
Representatives in Congress to use their efforts to pro-
cure from Congress a renewal of the grants of land made
to Florida by the act of May 17th, 1856, &c., was read and
approved.

The Attorney General was directed to request Henry
R. Jackson, Charles H., Rimonton, Esqrs., to meet the
Board on Thursday next in reference to the vacation of
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the receivership in the Vose case. And the Governor re-
quested to felegraph F. Vose to meet the Board at the
same time,
GEOQ. P. DREW,
: President.
Attest:
GEQ. 1 I\A VEY,
. pro ten.

Tallahassee, Florida, December 17th, 1877.
The Board met in the Executive Office.
Pregent: George F. Drew, Governor.

Colmmbus Drew, Comptroller,

Walter (swynn, Treasurer.

George I'. Raney, Attorney General.
The Attorney General acting as Secretary pro fem.
"he minutes of the last meeting were read and ap-

proved.
A leiter from Charles . Simonton to the Attorney
General bearing date 12th inst, in rveply to one of the

Tth inst. from the Attorney General expressing the desire
of the Board for a vacation of the orders in the Vose case
in so far as they appeint a receiver, said leffer from
Rimonton expressing his entive accord in the matter, was
read. .

The following resolution was unanimously adopted:
Resolved, That the Attorney General is divected to take
without C(-M\' such legal proceedings in the name and on
behalf of ithiz Board as may be necessary to secure a va-

cation of all orders in the case of Francis Vose vs. The

Trusteeg of the Internal Improvement, Fund, pending in
U. 8. Cirenit Conrt, Novthern Distriet of Florida appoint-
ing Avistides Doggett Receiver of said fund or the pro-
ceeds or net proceeds of sales of lands belonging to said
fund, or any properties of said fund.

The following resolution was unanimously adepted:

“Resolved, That it is the sense of this Boeard that the
claims made by Francis Vose for compensation and re-
imbursement and pay for services expenses and attorneys
fees made incurred or paid or contracted to be paid by
him in the case of Francis Vose ys. Trustees of Infernal
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Improvement Fund is not a legal claim and should not be
paid, but should be resisted by the Attorneys of this
Board representing us as to the same with all legal and
proper defenses.

A letter of Sth inst. from 8, €. Andrews of Portland.
Maine, to the Governor requesting information as to the
terms upon which lands could be purchased was read and
the Governor requested to acknowledge the same and the
Commissioner of Lands and immigration to furnish Mr.
Andrews with the desired information.

Letters from Thomas H. Wagstaff. President of West
Florida R. R. Company enclosing copy of contract for
purchase of Internal lmprovement Lands and the con-
struetion of a railvoad through West Florida, entered
into between this Board and said Company Feby. 11,
1876 ; and letter of Nov. 4th from Baron W. de Wagstaff
were considered with a statement from Gen. W. D.
Barnes; and the Governor requested to ask the said
President of said Company and Gen. Barnes to meet on
the 1fith prox. to consult about the subject matter of
said papers.

The proposition of John T. Drew mentioned in the min-
utes of the Tth inst, and a similar proposition from
Stanley Brown & Clarke Attorneys were considered and
the Board declined to accept either proposition and di-
rected the Attorney General to communicate their decis-
ion to the parties named. "

A communication of 11th inst. from .J. A. Willinmson
Connnissioner of the General Land Office at Washington
asking a relinquishment of the B} of SE} of See. 35, T.
35, 8., R. 40 E., patented under the Act of September 28,
1850 to the State and representing that the same was en-
tered by O. B. Hart April 17, 1843, under the armed oc-
cupation act was referred to the Commissioner of Lands
& Tmmigration for investigation.

A communication from R. W. Reuter of Dec. 9th, 1877,
proposing to purchase lands of Tuternal Improvement
Fund east of 8t. John's river, &c. at 5 cts. per acre was
considered and the propesition refused.

GEO. F. DREW,
President.
Attest:
GEQ. P. RANEY, Atty. Genl.
Sec. pro tem.
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Tallahassee, Fla.,, December 20, 187T.
Board met in the Executive Office.
Present: Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
(ieo. P. Raney, Attorney General.
On motion of the Attorney General Columbus Drew
Comptroller was appointed President pro tem.
On motien of the Attorney General Walter Gwynn was
elected Secretary pro tem.
The following resolution was unanimously adopted:
Resolved, That the Secretary pro tem Walter Gwynn
be and is directed to furnish both Attorneys of the Board
copies of all records and papers of the Board, which they
may call for in the matter of applying for a vacation of
the orders appointing Aristides Doggett, Receiver in the
case of Francis Vose vs. Trustees of the Internal Im-
provement Fund of Florida in the U. 8. Circnit Court
Northern Dist. of Florida and to certify the same.
C. DREW, Comptroller,
President pro tem.
Attest:
WALTER GWYNN,
Secretary pro tem.

Tallahassee, Florida, January 11, 1878.

Hhe Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: (eorge F. Drew, Governor.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands
and Immigration.

The minutes of the two last meetings were read and ap-
proved.

The Attorney General requested the instructions of the
Board with regard to the time when the motion should
be made for the discharge of the Receiver in the suit of
Vose vs. The Trustees, in accordance with the reselution
adopted on the 17th ult.,, and the Board advised-that said
motion be made at the adjourned session of the U. S.
Court in Jacksonyille in May next.
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The Attorney General laid hefore the Board a letter
from Gen. Henry R. Jackson, Attorney for E. C. .\nder-
son and others, recommending that the State of Florida
and the Trustees of the Internal Tmprovement Fund unite
with other parties in applying to the Supreme Court of
the United States for a consent decree in the case of the
State and Trustees against B. €. Anderson and others
vacating the order made in said cause injoining the exe-
cution of a decree in the Circuit Court of the United
States for the Northern District of Florida in favor of
E. C. Anderson and others against the Jacksonville, Pen-
sacola and Mobile Railroad Company and others.

The following resolution was adopted :

Resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Internal I'm-
provement Fund, That the Attorney and Solicitor of this
Board be and he is herehy authorized to unite with the
State of Florida and the holders of the State of Florida
and the Pensacola and Georgia and Tallahassee Railroad
Bonds, in a motion in the original suit in the Supreme
Court of the United States in the case of the State of
Florida and the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund against E. C. Anderson and others, to obtain from
gaid Supreme Court a consent decree vacating so much
of the orders and decrees in said cause as injoins the ex-
ecution of the decree in the Circuit Court of the United
States for the Fifth Judieial Circuit, Northern District
of Florida, in favor of said E. C. Anderson et al. against
the Jacksonville, Pensacola and Mobile Railroad Com-
pany et al., and in such proceedings as will secure an im-
mediate sale of the Pensacola and Georgia .and Talla-
hassee Railroads under said decree in the said Circuit
‘Court.

A letter was received from E. J. Berry, Timber Agent,
reporting seizures of timber at Cedar Keys and request-
ing that the necessary aid be given him in protecting the

_interests of the State.

The following resolufion was adopted.

Resolved by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund, That E. J. Berry, Timber Agent, be authorized
. under the instructions of the Commissioner of Lands and

~ Immigration, to employ an Attorney to aid him in the
Pl'gﬁﬁlﬂiuiiﬁn of trespassers and condemnation of timber
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cut upon State lands, provided he shall deem it necessary.

The following resolution was unanimously adopted:

Resolved, That the salary of the Timber Agent be in-
creased to one hundred and twenty five dollars per month
from the 1st instant.

A letter was received from Henry A. Wyse in respect to
timber cut by him and seized by the Sheriff; which was
referred to the Comnnissioner of Land and [mmigration.

The Commissioner laid before the Board a number of
letters from Samuel A. Swann in  reference {o the at-
tempted sule of 3,000,000 acres of land; which were read
and placed on file.

The following bills werd presented, approved and or-
dered paid:
¢ B Dyke; for printing ok o iali il e $81.75
W. G. Stewart, P, M. postage, &, Salesman’s office 17.40
M. A. Williams, Commissions on sales in November

& December . L bt b L 23.05
George P. Raney, Traveling Expenses, cost of reec-

OIS, &0 it 55 el W e T b T R i 100.15
L. D. Ball, Surveyor General, Plat of Chattahoochee

BEREPVR - L it gt B G S 7.00

The Salesman laid before the Board a letter from
William 8. Curry of Manatee County. alleging that he
had made an error in Entry No. 8374 of Lot No. 2, Seelion
30, Township 40, South. Range 23, East, made December
15, 1877, for which no deed has heen executed, the land
he desired to enter being the Wi of NE} of said Section.

Ordered, That said entry be cancelled, and the pur-
chase money (%#58.50) be refunded.

The Secretary laid before the Board a letter from
George Helvenston in reference to trespasses upon the
timber lands in Township 16, South. Range 16, East,
and suggesting the sale of timber by stumpage.

The Secretary was instructed to notity Mr. Helvenston
that the Board decline to change their present regulations
respecting timber upon the public lands.

The Board then adjourned.

GEO. F. DREW,
President.
Attest;
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.
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Tallahassee, Florida, January 12, 1878,
The Board met in the Executive Office.
Present; George F. Drew, Governor.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
George I’. Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands
and Immigration.
fLhomas H. Wagstaff, Bsq.. President of the West
Florida and Mobile Railroad Company, with whom the
Trustees had made an agreement June 1, 1875, for the
sale of lands in West Florida in aid of the construction
of gaid road from the Apalachicola River westward,
which contract had expired by limitation, presented fo
the Board a proposition for the renewal of said contract
or agreement with the following modifications ;
1—That the time allowed for making and filing the sur
veys of said road shall he extended six months from the
date of the issue of the floats herein granted.
2—That the period for completing the said road shall
be extended for five years from the date thereof,
3—That the said Company shall commence the building
of the said road from the west side of the Apalachicola
river to run towards Marianna,
4—That the Trustees of the Tnternal Improvement
Fund of Florida shall make and deposit with such Bank
" in the City of New York as may he agreed on by the par-
ties hereto, three hundred and forty floats of one luii-
dred acres each upon the public lands of West Florida in
aid of the first ten miles of road to he constructed, the
same to be paid for at the rate of thirty cents per acre, as
fast as they shall be withdrawn hy the said Company, or
their duly aunthorized agent—the receipts of money for
said floats to be credited to the amount to be paid by =aid
Company for the lands granted by their original contract
with the Board.
5—That the United Rtates lands granted to the State
of Florida by the Act of Congress dated May 17, 1856,
and now in its legal possession, shall be conveved to the
said Company under the terms and provisions of the said
act, in further aid of their enterprise, as fast as the said
road is eompleted.
After some time spent in considering and discussing
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the merits of said proposition, the following resolution
was adopted :

Be it Resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund of Florida, That this Board refuses
to renew the agreement entered into June 1st, 1875, with
the West Florida and Mobile Railroad Company, with
any modification of said agreement or contract by which
any of the lands belonging to the Fund shall be conveyed
to said Company in advance of any work upon said rail-
road, or until ten miles of said road shall have been con-
structed.

Mr. Wagstaft, the President of the West Florida and
Mobile Railroad Company having been notified of the
action of the Board, made inquiry whether the Trustees
would consent to a renewal and extension of the contract
altered so as to embrace only the guantity of lands be-
longing to the Fund in West Florida,” amounting to
about 1,200,000 acres.

The Trustees proceeded to consider the terms of the
original contract, and various amendments and modifi-
cations thereof were decided to be desirable before the
agreement could be renewed, and a memorandum thereof
was furnished to Governor Drew, who was requested te
confer with Mr. Wagstaff and asecertain if the Company
would consent thereto; and further action was pestponed
until after such conference.

The Board then adjourned.

GEO. F. DREW,
President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY, Recretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, January 16, 1878.

The Board met in the room of the Commissioner of
Lands and Immigration. :
Present: George F. Drew, Governor.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
George P. Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands
and Immigration.
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Mr. E. J. Berry, Timber Agent, appeared before the
Poard and made a verbal statement of his proceedings in
the seizure of timber at Cedar Keys, and asked for and
received verbal instructions with reference to further ac-
tion thereon.

Maj. Henry A. Wyse appeared before the Board in the
matter of the seizure of certain spar timber cut by him
and carried to Cedar Keys—Maj. Wyse having failed to
enter the land which he was authorized to enter under
the order of the Board of the 16th July last, but having
removed the timber cut thereon as he was authorized
to do under that order, the spar timber in question was
seized by the Timber Agent to make good the loss to the
Fund on account of the failure of Maj. Wyse to comply
with the terms of the order. Mr. Wyse was informed
that the timber would not bhe released until he had paid
for the land on which the trespass was committed last
year. 4

Mr. E. J. Berry presented a bill for the line of chain-
bearers and for traveling expenses from Cedar Keys to
Tallahassee, upon the order of the Commissioner of Lands
ang Immigration, amounting to $153.50, which was ap-
proved and ordered paid.

A communication was received from Thomas H. Wag-
staff. President of the West Florida and Mobile Railroad
Company, suggesting certain modifications of the agree-
ment with the Trustees of June 1, 1875, and requesting
that said agreement so modified be renewed. 7

On motion the proposition was rejected.

A communication was received from John H. Fry,
dated at New York, proposing to purchase 3,000.000 acres
of land on the terms named in the instructions to Mr,
Swann, and making various suggestions respecting Canal
enterprises in Florida, and requesting that no action be
“taken by the Board respecting such sale or enterprises in
favor of other parties until further communication from
him,

Ordered, That Mr. Fry be notified that no action will
be taken in regard to said sale of lands until a report is
received from Mr, Swann.
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The Board then adjourned,
. 'GEO. F. DREW,
President.
;xtf("-[ :
HUGH A. CORLEY. Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, January 17, 1878,

The Board met in the Treasnrer’s office.
Present: George F. Iirew, Governor.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
George I'. Raney, Attorney General.
Tugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands
& Tmmigration.

The Secretary laid before the Board a communication
from Mr, Francis Vose in which he requests some action
by the Board of Trustees without delay upon the matter
of his claim for repayment of advances incurred in his
suit aginst the Trustees. This request was occasioned by
the Aftorneys of the Trustees availing themselves of the
Rules of Conrt for time in  which to file exceptions
to the report of the Special Master  allowihg
Mr. Vose about $97,000 for expenses, ete. Mr. Vose
further referred to the want of prompt action by the
Trustees to get the possession of the moneys turned over
to the State Treasurer by order of the Supreme Court of
the United States in the case of the State of Florida et
al. vs. E. C. Anderson et al., and also to negligence in the
protection of the lands from trespass. Mr. Vose also en-
closed copy of a letter written by him to Mr. Allen, the
Receiver of the J. I’. and M. Railroad, in which he pro-
tested against the allowance of free passes to any except
employees of the road and snggested a reduction of pas-
senger rates, and asks to be advised whether or not the
Trustees approve of said letter.

Ordered, That the Secretary inform Mr. Vose that the
Board se2s no reason to disapprove of the action of their
Attorneys upon the subject matter of his claim for ex-
penses, but that, on the contrary, their action therein is
fully approved: and that the Trustees have nothing fo
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do with the matter of the letter from him to Mr, Allen.
The Board then adjourned.
GEO. F. DREW,
President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secrvetary.

Tallahassee, Florida, January 26, 1878,
The Board met in the Executive office.
Present: Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
George P. Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands
and Immigration.

The minutes of the meetings of the 11th, 12th and 16th
instant were read and approved, and the minutes of the
meeting of the 1Tth inst. were read corrected and ap-
proved.

Mr. Columbus Drew was chosen President pro tem.

The following accounts were presented approved and
ordered paid:

Miss Susan M. Archer, for mounting plats..... ... 893.87
Hugh A. Corley. Salesman, Stationery, &c........ 46.59
W. G. Stewart, P. M., Box rent and postage. ... .. 2.33

H. 8. Duval for 236 plats for nse of timber Agent. . 118.00
George P. Raney for professional services in the
Supreme Court in the case of The Trustees vs.

The St. Johns Railway Company .............. 50.00
Application was received from Allen Goulsby for the

cancellation of Entry No. 6450, made by him on the 2Gih
day iof . May, 1873, of  tlle Sonth East quar-
ter of  tlie South West quarter ‘of Section
12, in Township 2, North of Range 6, Bast, and for the
refunding of $20.88 the purchase money paid therefor, on
the ground of a mistake in the oviginal enfry: and the
said application being accompanied with the :ffidavit jn
such cases required, and with the oviginal deed to him
from the Trustees and a deed from him reconveying the
lind to the Trustees, the same having been duly r{u.'mﬂed;
it was
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Ordered, That said entry be cancelled and the purchase
money refunded.

Application was received from Howell T. Sykes for the
cancellation of Entry No. 8024, made by him on the 27th
day of April, 1877, of the North West quarter of the
North East quarter of Section 17 in Township 20, South,
of Range 17, East, and for the refunding of $40 the pur-
chase money paid therefor, on the ground that said traet
had previously been sold and conveyed to him; and the
deed issued upon the last entry having been returned, it
was

Ordered, That said entry be cancelled and the pur-
chase money refunded.

A report was received from Samuel A, Swann, Special
Agent for the sale of lands, dated at New York, January
22nd, 1878, which was placed on file.

The following resolution was unanimausly adopted:

Be it Resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Iniernal
Improvement Fund of Florida, That the resolution
adopted by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Tm-
provement Fund on the sixth day of February, 1869, ap-
pointing William H, Hunt an Agent of the BDoard of
Trustees to have in c¢harge certain lands on and near the
South-east coast of Florida in Ranges Forty, Forty-one
and Forty-two, East, and empowering him to confract
for the sale of said lands, gnd to locate settlers thereon,
and to make regulations for the prevention of waste and
destruction, be and the same is hereby rescinded; and all
authority given, or sought to be given, to-said Hunt over
any of the lands belonging to, or claimed for, the Internal
Improvement Fund is hereby revoked.

On motion, the Secretary was instructed to notify the
officers of Dade County of the adoption of said resolu-
tion. and furnish a copy thereof to some newspaper pub-
lished in the City of Key West for publication.

The Attorney (ieneral informed the Board that notice
had been given him that on Monday next a motion would
be made in the United States Cirenit Court at Jackson-
ville in the case of Francis Vose et al. vs. The Trustees
of the Internal Improvement ®und et al. to place the
lands of the Internal Improvement Fund in the hands of
Sherman Conant for sale.

¢
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The Board then adjourned.
C. DREW,
President pro tem.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, February 9, 1878.

The Board met in the Executive office.
Present: George F. Drew, Governow,
Columbus Drew. Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer,
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap-
proved.

The Commissidner of Lands and Immigration 7o whom
had been refarred the letters from the General Land Office
asking a relinquishment of the State's fitle to the E} of
SEl Section 35. Township 35, South, Range 40, East, for
the reason that said tract was entered by Oszian B. Hart
under the Armed Occupation Act of Congress prior to the
passage of the Swamp land Act, reporfed that said tract
had never beeun sold by the State or Trustses; and the
Governor was authorized and requested to reconvey said
tract to the United States of America as requested by the
Commissioner of the General Land Office. And a Jeed
for said purpcse having been prepared was duly executed
by His Exceliency, Gov. George F. Drew.

A deed having been prepared in compliance with the
order of the 1loard of the Tth of TFebrunary last, relin-
quishing to the TUnited States the title of the State to Lot
No. 2, Section 7. Township 12, South, Range 22, Tast, 1he
same was exacuted by His Excellency, Governor George
F. Drew. .

An applieation was received from Williams H. X mmons
of Hillshorough County. asking that entry No. 7629 made
hy him June 6, 1876, be changed so as to embrace the NW2
of NW1 of Rection 13, Township 32, South, Range 18,
East. instead of Lot No. 7 of Section 12 in said Township;
and that entry No. 8251 made by him Angust 25, 1877, he
changed to as to embrace the SW1 of NEI of Section 13,
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Township 32, South, Range 18, East, instead of the NEL
of NE} of said Section: and the application being au'mm-
panied with the sworn statement réquired in such cises
and with the deeds from the Trusfees to said Emmons,
It was Orderd. That the changes of entry asked for be
allowed when the said Emmons shall re-convey 1o ihe
Trustees the iands conveyed to him and embraced in Tn-
tries Nos. 7264 and 5251 aforesaid.

The following bills were presented, allowed and ordered
paid:

Alonzo Fowle, subscription to “Florida Tmmigrant™
for February $72.50,

H. & Duval for 39 Township diagrams for Timber
Agent, $19.50.

W. T. Wehster for copies of 2 Township plats for Sales-
man’s Office, £1.00.

Tugh A. Corley. Traveling Expenses to Jucksenville
and OfTice Expénses, $14.40.

The Board then adjonrned. :
Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

L]
Tallahassee, Florida. February 19th, 1878.
Board met in the Executive Office.
Present : - George F. Drew, (Governor.
Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn. Treasurer.
Geo. . Raney. Attorney (General.
The Attorney (General was appointed Secrefary pro
tem, 3
The minutes of last meeting were read and approved.
W. L. Williams as agént for the Muscogee Lumber
Company, appeared before the Board and presented a
written propu-ﬂlmn in behalf of said Company fo pur-
chase certain swimp #Md overflowed land. lying in Sec-
tions 23, 24 and 26 and 13, in Township 3. Range 33,
North and West and Sections 6, 7 and 18 in Township 3,
Range 32. North and West, at twenty-five cents per acre,
and also to purchase the swamp and overflowed lands in
township 5, Range 34, North and West at the same
price.
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The proposition was considered and finally ordered
postponed untit the veturn of Hon. Hugh A, Corley, Com-
missioner of Lands and Immigration.

The Attorney General presented letters of February
Oth and 19th to W. G. M. Davis as to the terms upon
which e would represent the Trustees in the matters of
appeal to the Supreme Ceurt of the State of Florida, Ly
the J. P. & M. R. R. Co. et al., in the case of the State
of Florida and the Trustees against the J. P. & M. R.
R. Co. et al.; and the same were approved and ordered
filed.

A letter from TI. H. Steplens to the Board to purchase
655 9-100 acres in Township 43, South, Range 25, East,
at 25 cents per acre. was considered by the Board ané
the proposition rejected; and the Secretary directed to
notify him of the same.

A Jetter from 8. I. Wailes, of Washington, Id. C., of
February 9th. to the Governor was read. the same pro-
posing to undertake to prosecute all c¢laims for the State
against the general government, for 20 per cent.
of all amounts collected and paid into the Treasury of
the State; with the understanding that his appointment
will not be revoked while cases, which he may have
commenced prosecuting are pending before Congress or
the Departments, was considered and final action post-
poned, and the Secretary was directed to acknowledge
the receipt of the same and advise Mr. Wailes that the
prosecution so far as it was considered impressed the
Board favorably:

A letter t» Mr. Corley from Samuel A. Swann of the
11th inst., written at New York City relating to matters
of his ageney to sell lands, was considered and ovdered
filed.

A letter from the Commissioner of the General Land
Office in relation to the ¢laim of Ziba King under {the
Homestead act, to W3 of NWi. SEl of NW1 and NE} of
SWi Beetion 18, Township 39, Sowh, Range 21 East, was
read and ordered to be filed.

A leiter from George W. Moody of February 16Gth,
1878, in relation to trespasses by him upon lands of the
Fund ,was read and considered and the Becretary was di-
rected to correspond with Mr. Moody and arrange for
his appearance before the Board upon some particalar
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day, and to direct Mr. E. J. Berry, Trespiss Agent, to be
present on the same day prepared to give information as
to the trespassed reported by him to have been committed
by Mr. Moody.

Notice was received from the Register and Receiver of
the U. 8. Land Oftice at Gainesville of complaint having
been entered at that office by Willlam €. Platt, alleging
that the REL of 8W1 of Section 3, and the E1 of NW1 and
NW1 of NW1 Section 10, Township 39, ‘--outh Range 23,
East in Manatee County, are not swamp and overflowed
lands, with the view to the cancellation of the eclaim of
the State to the same, and that a hearing would iake place
at Pine Level in =aid county, before Robert 8. Griffiths,
Clerk of the Cirenit Court, on the 16th of March proximo,
at 10 o’clock a. m. and ordered filed.

A lefter of the 15th inst. from M. A, Williams pro-
posing that his commissions for selling lands should be
restored to 10 per cent., and that all entries of land Ily-
ing in a specified district should be made at the Agency
in Jacksonville and offering in consideration of this that
he would make a personal examiration with a regard to
trespass upon the State domain and effectually stop it
. charging only the cost of travel upon expenditions for
ruch purpose, and such cost of necessary surveying as
may be required ; the Secretary was instructed to wform
Mr. Williams that they would accept his proposition with
the modifications, that there shall be no reguirements
that the lands of any particular District shall be entered
at Jacksonville: and it shall be understood that his du-
ties as to trespasses shall be confined to lands Iying in
Nassau County and the lands lvml:, on the St. Johns and
its tributaries.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: GEO. F. DREW, Pres1dent

GEO. P. RANEY, Secretary pro tem.

L]

Tallahassee, Florida, March 8, 1878.
The Board met in the Executive office.
Present: George F. Drew, Governor,
‘Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
George P. Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands
and Immigration,
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Mr. G. W, Moody appeared before the Board and made
a statement in Feference to timber cut by him upon State
lands. He admitted the cutting of 60M feet in Section
G, T. 5 8. R. 15 E., and also about 900 sticks upon lands
purchased by him from James Y. Jones in T, G, 8., R. 14
E., but which lands he subsequently learned were State
lands. He also admitted cutting timber upon other sec-
tions in T. 5 8., R. 15 E., but claimed that he did so as
the Agent of George F. Nufter, and evidence was furnish-
ed showing that said Nutter had made certain payments
to the State Timber Agent on account of Stumpage. The
timber Agent, E. J. Berry, had estimated the timber cut
upon the “Jones lands” in T. 6 8., R. 14 E., at 855 M.,
which estimate Mr. Moody contended was double the cor-
rect quantity. Mr, Berry was called before the Board
and stated that his estimates were made after a wvery
careful examination and were correct.

The Board decided not to hold Mr, Moody responsible
for the timber cut by him under instructions from Mr,
Nutter and while in his employment, but to hold him
responsible for that eut upon the other lands as reported
by Mr. Bet'ry, viz:

In Section 6, Township 5, South, Range 13,

B o e Al oy SR 00 5§ 5 ST SO an T e G0.000 feet
In 8] of SE} Section 21, Township 6, South

e LARIasho S e s s Gl 50,000 feet
In South § Section 22, Township 6, South,

IRanoe ity Basti e it 0 L T s 250.000 feet
In 8W1 Section 23,. Township 6, South,

B PR RS IaStRE o SR e i 10,000 feet
In Wi of Wi Section 26, Township 6, South,

Rl = T B o e N 10,000 feet
In Seetion 27, Township 6, South, Rangel4,

EEEE et i R SR AR e R e 400,000 feet
In E} of E{ Section 28, Township 6, Range

T S R O B I e S s 40,000 feet
In Bection 34, Township 6, Soutly Range 14,

B ey A T 75,000 feet
In Section 35, Township 6, South, Range 14,

e L L ohs o kb o v 20,0000 foet
In NE1 of NW1 Section 35, Township 4,

Bonth i Ranoe 42 TaRE L o e wr e e 5,000 feet

Amounting altogether fo .....i....i..... 920,000 feet



The said Moody had alse cut :mw-m-diné to Mre. Derry’s
report) 10.000 feet upon the West half of Section 26, T
6 8, R 14 I, land hought in by the State for taxes for
which he is vesponsible to the Board of Education for the
use of the School Fund.

It aeas Orvdered, That Mr. George YW. Moody he aulthor-
ized to settle for (he above frespasses by paying for the
timber at the rate of fifty cents per thousand feet.

A letter from R, F. Taylor, Esq., respecting the pro-
ceedings in Comrt for timber trespasses was read and re-
ferrad to the Altorney Geenral for reply.

A Jetter was received from M. A. Williams applviag on
bhehalf of My, Smeltz, to purchase landsg in the Oclawaha
river swamp at 60 cents per acre, which was declined.

CBeveral letters were received from M. A, Williams  re-

specting his duties and thoge of the Trustees with regavd
to trespassing upon the public Jands: which were read
and referred (o the Connnissioner of Lands & Tnimigra-
tion.

Mr, Raney presented an account for traveling expenses
and court fees .amounting to  $29.25, which -was ap-
proved and ordered paid.

On motion, the Treasurer was instructed to pay te
James M. Baker. Esq. three hundred dollars on account
of professional services as Attorney of the Trustees.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest : GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, Mavch 15, 1378,
The Board met in the Executive Office.
Present: George F. Drew, Governor.
Colimbus Drew, Comptroller.
George PP Maney, Attorney General,
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands
: dnd Tmmigration.
The minutes of the last two meetings were read and
approved.
The following acconnts were presented, approved. and
ordered paid:
The “Key of the Gulf” for publishing resolutions
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of the Board revoking the Agency of William H.

TETTTNE e b s e T e e T s RO e PR
W. G. stewart, P. M. at Tallahassee, stamps & En-

SR L o s R R RS S 19.90
M. A, Willinmg, Commissions on sales January &

THETE T A TR 43 ol T e S SRS R S R P . 98.2%

Notice was received from the U, 8. Land Office at
Gainesville that complaint had *been entered by Charles
Muoore against the ®tate, alleging that Lot No. 4 of Sec-
tion 10 and Lots Nos. 1 & 2 of Section 15. Township 43,
Bouth, Range 43, East, are not swamp nor overflowed
lands, and summoning the parties inferested to appear
at Titusville before Charles H. Newman, Notary P'ubiic
on the 23rd April to respond and furnish testimony con-
cerning the true character of the land described.

Which was read and referred to the Commissioner of
Lands and Immigration.

Application was received from John (. Carter to have
the purchase money refunded to him for the North half
of Lot No. 1, Section 18, Township 11, South, Range 30,
East, and a deed made to him for the South half of said
Lot—the whaole of said Lot having been =old and conveved
to him hy the Trustees of the Internal Tmprovement
Fund June 23, 1875, while the North half had already
heen cold to Samuel Pringle. The deed of the Trustees
to said Carter (No. 6997) was returned with said appli-
cation.

Ovdered. That the purchase money for the North half
ef said Lot, (34.90 acres) amounting to %31.41 be re-
funded to John €. Carter, and that a deed be made con-
veying to him the South half of said Lot, npon a recon-
veyvance of said Lot by said Carter to the Trustees.

The Attorney General laid before the Board two letters
from Thomas H. Wagstaff, president of the West Florida
and Mobile Railroad Company, inviling a proposition
from the Board respecting the congtruetion of iheir
road; which were read, and the Attorney General was
requested to reply thereto that the Board arve not jpuve-
pared to make any propoesition upon the subject.

A letter was received from . W. Hawes, BEsq., of
Louisville, Kentucky, with respect to prosecuting a claim
against the United States by the Pensacola and Georgia
Railroad Company for transportation; which was read,
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and the Seeretary was instruced to reply thereto, that the
Trustees are not interested in said claim, and that the
parties interested have taken steps for the collection
thereof.

The application on behalf of the Muscogee Lumber
Company for the purchase of cerfain lands at a reduced
‘price, postponed by the Board on the 19th ult., was taken
up for consideration, and the application was refused.

The Board then adjoirned.

GEO. F. DREW,
President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY,
Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, April 13th, 1878.

The Board met in the Executive Office.
Present: George F. Drew, Governor,
Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
George . Raney, Attorney General.
ITugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands
and Tmmigration.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap-
proved.

The Secretary laid before the Board a letter from 8. L.
Wailes, Esquire, Agent and Attorney of the State of
Florida for the purpose of procuring an adjustment of
the claims of the State for lands granted by the Act of
Congress approved September 28, 1850, in reference to
the amount to be paid him as compensation for his ser-
vices,

The following resolution was unanimously adopted:

Be it Resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement* Fund of Florida, That as compensation
for services of Sidney I. Wailes, Esquire, Agent and At-
torney of the State of Florida before the Department of
the Interior at Washington in proecuring an adjustment
of the claims of the State for lands granted by Congress
under the Act of September 28, 1850, the Board will pay
to said 8. I. Wailes twenty per eent. of all moneys paid
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over to the State on account of swamp lands purchased
from the United States prior to the third day of March,
1857, under the Acts of Congress of March 2, 1855, and
March 3, 1857, and also twenty per cent of all warrants
or certificates issued to the State under said acts on ac-
count of lands located by warrants or scrip prior to
said third day of March, 1857. And, npon the receipt of
patents for any lands selected by the State, as swamp
lands, prior to 1861, which have not yet been patented to
the State for any reason, this Board will convey to the
said 8. I. Wailes eight per cent. thereof in consideration
of his services in procuring said patents. And for pro-
curing the approval and confirmation of the lands select-
ed for the State as swamp launds, since 1861, the Board will
pay such reasonable compensation as may hereafter be
agreed upon.

The following accounts were presented, approved and
ordered paid:
W. G. Btewart, P. M. at Tallahassee, Postage Sales-

SRR P e R T e ae s $ 6.90
M. A. Williams, Agent, Commissions on fales in
DT R A La s L SR o e e e B I AR - N |

The Attorney General laid hefore the Board two let-
ters from Thomas H. Wagstail, President of the West
Florida and Mobile Railroad Company, in reference to
the renewal and modification of the contract for the con-
struction of the railroad from the Apalachicola river to
the western boundary of the State; which were read and
referred back to the Attorney General for reply in ae-
cordance with the views of the Board, they being unwil-
ling at this time to enter into any further agreement with
regard to the construction of said road.

The Secretary laid before the Board a letfer from
‘George W. Moody, with regard to the timber cut by him
on State lands in Township 6, South, Range 14, Bast, in
which he claims that the estimate by Mr. Berry, the Tim-
ber Agent, of the quantity so cut was excessive, and that
the actnal number of logs cut by him on said Iand was
only 1,146, containing about 538,400 feet. The letter was
accompanied with the affidavit of William D. Wynn,
Foreman of the Axemen employed by Mr. Moody, show-
ing the number of logs cut in said township.

L
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Ordered, That Mr. E. J. Berry, Timber Agent, be re-
quested to make a re-examination of the lands trespassed
upon, and report the quautity of timber cut and removed
by Mr. Moody.

Mr. Corley laid before the Board a communication
from Captain William H. Kendrick stating that he in-
tended going to Europe next month to attend the Paris
Exposition, and offering to act as Agent of the Trustees
to negotiate a =ale of lands.

The Secretary was instructed to reply to Capt. Ken-
drick that vnder existing circumstances the Board are not
willing fo appoint any agent for the sale of lands io par-
ties in Enrope.

A letter was received from William L. Williamg, on
behalf of the Muscogee Lumber Company, asking a re-
consideratin of the action of the Board refusing to sell
the lands applied for by them at a reduced price.

The Board refused to rveconsider their former action
in the premises.

A letter was received from Dr. .J. V. Harris, of Monroe
County, asking a reduction of price for 320 acres of land
which he wishes to purchase and plant with a choice va-
riety of bananas introduced by himself and with coffee.

The Board declined to sell for less than the regular
price.

The Board then adjourned.

GEO. F. DREW,
President.
Attest:
HUGH A, CORLEY,
Heeretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, April 26, 1878.

The Board met in the Executive Office.
Present: George F. Drew, Governor,

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands

and Immigration.

Governor Drew laid hefore the Board a communica
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tion from ireorge W. Julian asking the appointment as
Agent of the ¥tate to procure the adjustment of land
claims under the Swamp Land grant of Congress, which
was accompanied with letters of recommendation by
Hon. Thomas A. Hendricks and Hon. R. H. M. David-
BOI. z

Ordered, That the Secretary reply to Mr. Julian and
state to him that the State has already appointed an
agent for the purpose.

Governor Drew also laid before the Board a communi-
cation Jfrom William Ogden Giles, of New York, request-
ing to be authorized to negotiate the sale of State lands;
which was rveferred to the Commissioner of Lands and
Immigration for reply.

Hugh A. Corley presenied an account amounting to
$40.00 for traveling expenses to Titusville and back in
‘the matter of the swamp land contest by Charles Moore,
and for subscription to Copp's Land Owner, and bind-
ing:

Which account was approved and ordered paid.

The Board then adjounrned.

GEOQO. F. DREW,
President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY,
Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, May 11, 1878,

The Board met in the Executive Office.
Present: Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer,
George . Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands
and Tmmigration.

Mr. Columhus Drew was chosen President pro tem.

The minutes of the two last meetings were read and
approved.

On motion, the Treasurer was authorized and in-
structed to pay to George P. Raney three hundred dol-
lars on account of professional services as Attorney of
the Board of Trustees.
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The following accounts were presented, approved and
wordered paid:
M. A. Williams, Agent, commissions on sales in

April
W. G. Stewart, P, M., postage for Salesman’s of-

T R T ) ) il e o 26.40
John A. Henderson, for services as Attorney in

the case of the Trustees vs, 469 sticks of cedar

seized by the Sheriff of Wakulla Co........... 50.00

The Board then adjourned.

C. DREW,
President pro tem.
Attest:

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, May 14, 1878.
The Board met in the Executive Office.
Present: George F. Drew, Governor.
Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
George P. Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands
and Immigration,
The ‘minutes of the last meeting were read and ap-
proved.
The following accounts were presented, approved and
ordered paid:
C. A. Bryan, Jr., for bindinm. ... .. casoiseann $16.50
Alonzo Fowle, for blank Township diagrams.... 10.00
The Board then adjourned.
GEO. F. DREW,
President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY,
Secretary.
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Tallahassee, Florida, May 28, 1878.

The Board met in the Executive Office.
Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynun. Treasurer, r

George P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands

and Immigration.

The minufes of the last meeting were read and ap-
proved.

The Secretary laid hefore the Board the report of Mr.
E. J. Berry, Timber Agent. upon a re-examination of the
lands in Township 6. South, Range 14, East, trespassed
upon by Mr. George W. Moody. Mr. Moody reported
that he had carefully re-examined the entting done by
Mr. Moody during 1876, and finds that he had probably
over-estimated the quantity of timber cut by Mr. Moody
in the East half of Section 27 and South half of Section
22 to the extent of 150M feet in Section 27 and 50M
feet in Section 22. making in the aggregate 200M feet;
which would entitle Mr. Moody to a reduction of $100
from the amount charged against him.

Ordered, That the amount of one hundred dollars be
deducted from the amount claimed against Mr. G. W.
Moody on account of cutting timber upon State land,
and that the Secretary notify Mr. Moody thereof and re-
quest a prompt payment of the remainder.

The Seeretary laid before the Board several Ietters from
Mr. Samuel A. Swann, dated the 16th instant, and algo his
report of same date as Special Agent for the sale of
lands, with sundry letters and documents accompanying
said report and referred to therein. Mr. Swann reports
that so far he had been unable to negotiate the sale of 1he
3,000,000 aeres. and refers to several letters and proposi-
tions respecting further efforts in that respect, in  which,
however, ie can see nothing pointing to a certain and sat-
isfactory rvesult. He suggests geveral plans for providing
mans to relieve the Fund from indebhtedness :

First, To ailow coupon holders to take lands for their
debts.

Secondly, Thore not willing to take lands in payment to
be paid pro rata from cash sales.
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Thirdly. To pay coupon holders in 40 acre land war-
rants.

Fourth, To issue land Warrants or Floats, deposit them
with some Banking honse in New York to be delivered to
special agents at prices graduated according to the quan-
tity purchased, the local price being fixed for lands at
$1.25 per acre.

The letters and report of Mr. Swann were placed on
file, subject to be taken up for consideration at any time
hereafter.

The Board ihen adjourned.

Attest: v GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, May 20, 1878,

The Board met in the Executive Office. :

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew. Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

Gicorge P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands and
ITmmigration.

The minntes of the last meeting were read and ap-
proved.

The Governor and the Commissioner of Tands and Im-
migration iaid before the Board notices that had been
sent to them irom the United States TLand Office, at
Gainesville, that complaint had been entered at that office
by Richard I'. Potter against the State of Flovida alleg-
ing that tlie N1 of NE] Section 7, Township 53, =outh,
Range 42, East, is not swamp nor overflowed land, with a
view to the cancellation of the claim of the State to said
tract, and suminoning the parties in interest to appear at
Miami in Dade county, before T. W. - Faulkner, Couaf;
Judge on the 10th of July, 1878, at 10 o’clock A. M. to re-
spond and furnish testimony concerning the true charaec-
ter of said land.

The Comreissioner of Lands and Immigration was ve-
quested to atltend at the time and place specified in said
notice to represent the State in its claim to the NE} of
NE] of zaid section.
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Applications were received for the cancellation of the
following entries for the reason that the lands embraced
therein have not been approved to the State:

Entry No. 8179, by William B. Moody, made Aungust 27,
1877, SE} of 8W1 Section 20, Township 30, Sonth Range
20, East, 40 acres at one dollar per acre for which a cer-
tificate of purchase only was issued, which certificate has
been returned.

Entry No. 8023, by Elizabeth A. Morrison. made April
26, 1877, SW1 of SW1 Section 20, Township 30, South,
Range 20, East, 40 acres at one dollar per acre, for which
a certificate ef purchase only was issued, which certificate
has been returned. ’

Enfry No. 7610, by Elizabeth A. Morrison, made May
25, 1876, NWi of BW1 Reetion 20, Township 30, South,
Ranbe 20, East, 40 acres at one dollar per acre. for which
a deed was made, which deed has been returned.

Ordered, That entries Nos. 8179 and 8023 be canceled
and the purchase money refunded to the parties making
gaid entries; and that Entry No. 7610 be canceled and the
purchase money refunded when the purchaser shall recon-
vey the land to the Trustees.

The following bills were.presented, approved and or-
dered paid:

Davis 8. Walker, Esquire. for expenses in attending
the U. 8. Court at Jacksonville as Attorney fur the lru-;
tees, $39.25.

Hugh A. Corley, for expenses of three trips to Jackson-
ville, $15.35.

George I'. Raney, for expenses to Raleigh, N. (.. and
Washington. and in attending the U. 8. C mut at Jackson-
ville, aud for 1elegrams, $1h1 9.

The Board then adjonrned.

Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.
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Tallahassee, Florida, May 30¢h. 1878.

The Board niet in the Secretary of State's Office.

Present: Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer,

George P. Raney, Attorney General.

TTugh A. Corley, Conunissioner of Lands and
Tmmigration.

Application was received from Thomas J. Howell for
the change ar cancellation of Entry Ne. 7641, made Junre
16, 1876, 81 of NE} Section 25, Township #6. South,
Range 18, Llast, 80 and 90 cents per acre, on account of a
mistake in the entry: and the application being accom-
panied with the affidavit required in such ecases. the deed
from the Trustees, and a deed re-conveying the land o
the Trustees, /¢ was ardered. That said entry be canceled
and the purchase money (seventy-two dollars) be re-
funded.

The Boarn ithen adjourned.

Attest: C. DREW, President pro tem.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

»

Tallahassee. Florida, Mayv.31. 1878,

The Board inet in the Attorney General's Office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George . Raney, Attorney General.

Tugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands and
Tmmigration.

The Secretary laid before the Board an ovder of the
TUnited States Circuit Court in the case of Francis Yose
vs. the Trustees of the Internal Tmprovement Fund,
which was read and ordered to be spread upon the min-
utes, as follews:

Francis Voge
V.
The Trustees of the Internal Tmprovement
Fund of Florida.
December Term.

It is Ordeved that the Decrees heretofore made herein

be so far modified as to permit and authorize the suid de-
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fendants to receive in payment for lands belongzing to the
Internal Iinprovement Fund which they may hereafter
sell, one ha¥ «f the coupons of the bonds issued under 1he
provisions of the Internal Improvement Act, now held by
any one of the parties plaintiff to the said caunse, or their
assignees, which have been adjudged to be a good and
valid lien upon the lands of said fund: the amount so to
be recived in each case to be evidenced by the separate
certificate of A. Doggett, Esq.. Master in Chancery, show-
ing that such coupons have become part of the Decree in
the gaid cause, as well as the entire amount held by such
party. _

It is further ordered that the said Master shali’ keep a
record copy of all certificates which he may =o isgue in a
hook to he provided for that purpose.

The questien as to whether the conpons of the I'ensa-
cola and Geergia Railroad Company are payabl: from
the Internal Improvement Fund pending on motion for
re-hearing in this Court. it is Ordered, that the Liolders
of any such conpons shall be authorized to designafe such
lands belonging to said Fund as they may desire to tike
in payment of one half of their coupons verified under cr-
der of this Couart. and the Trustees of the I. I. Fund shall
reserve from sale for the benefit of such parties the lands
s0 designated, until the guestion of the liahility of the
Fund for siid coupons shall be finally adjudicated; or,
the lands so designated may be =o0ld by said Trustees upon
the written order or consent of snch coupon-holders, and
the money received therefor shall be paid by the Trus-
tees to the Receiver of this Court fo be held as a special
fund to be paicd over to such coupon-holders if their
claimg shall be decided to he payable from the Fund;
otherwire, to be placed in the general fund for distribu-
tion as other moneys received from sales of lands.

THOMAR SETTLE, Judge.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.
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Tallahassee, Florida, June 15th, 1878,

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
Celumbus Drew, Comptroller.
George P. Raney, Attorney Generai.

The following resolution was adopted:

. Whereas, in the opinion of this Board it is nof neces-
sary to the interests of the Fund that the subseription to
“‘The Florida Immigrant” published by Mr. Alonzo Fowle
should be continued. Be it resolved that the subseription
to the same made by this Board under the resolution
passed April Z1st, 1877, as amended May 11th, {877, be
and is disconiinned from and after the month of July,
1878, and that Mr. Fowle be notified of such discontin-
uance.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.
GEO. P. RANEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, June 21st, 1878.

The Board wmet in the Executive Office.

Present: Geo. F. Drew, Governor.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
f‘olumbus Drew, Comptroller.
Geo. I'. Raney, Atty. Genl.

The acconnt of James M. Baker for services in the Vose
case for three hundred dollars was ordered paid; #lso the
account of ("has. . Hopkins for survey made in Putnam
County, T. 13, R. 27, 8. & L. for $46.00 ordered paid.

The communication of Chas. F. Hopkins of 19th inst. as
to trespasses in said County was considered and it was
ordered that @ copy of the same he sent to the Sheriff of
Putnam County with instrnetions to make vigorous prose-
cution of the same.

The Secretary pro tem, the Attorney General, was or-
dered to communicate with M. A. Williams to the permit
given by Wwm. F. Salter to Elijah Higginbotham to cut
logs from T4 of SW1, El of NW1 and E} of 8B}, Sec. 9,
T. 1, 8., 2. 29, 3. and ascertain all facts as to the same.

Board adjoarned.

Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.

GEO. P. RANEY, Sec. Pro tem.
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Tallahassee, Fla., June 22, 1878,

The Board et in Atty. General's Office.

Present: (. Drew, Comptroller.

W. Gwynn, Treasurer.
Geo. P. Raney, Atty. Genl.

The Compiroller acted as President pro fem and Atir.
Genl. as Secy. pro tem.

It was ardered that the Secy. pro tem be instructed to
instruct Mr. C. F. Hopkins to return to the neighborhood
of lands indicated in his letters of 19th inst. and prose-
cute the tresp:assers mentioned. have seizures mads by
Sheriffs &c., and co-operate with the Sheriffs and report;
and that the Secretary pro tem need not write the Sheriff
of Putnam County under the resolution of the 21sr insf.

Board adjourned.

C. DREW, President pro tem.
GEO. P. RANEY, Secy. pro tem.

Tallahassee, Florida, July 9, 1878,

The Board met in the Office of the Commissioner
Lands and Twmmigration.
Present: Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
CGeorge P. Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands and
TImmigration.
The miauies of the meeting of May 29th, 30th and 31st,
and June 15th, 21st and 22nd were read and approved.
A letter was received from Mr. Charles F. Hopkins, re-
porting that in obedience to instruetions of the Board he
had visited Dupn’s Lake and Haw Creek and had found
two rafts of timber, some of the logs of which were eut
upon State land, that is to say, 13 logs from SW1 of SEL
Section 33, T. 12, 8., R. 29, E,, one log from NW2* »f SW#}
Section 3, T. 12, 8. R. 20, E,, the same having been ¢ ut by
James Burnclde Two logs eut, in NW1 of SW! Section
11, and seventeen in the NE} of SEL of Section 10, T. 18,
S.. R. 29, E., the same having heen cut by Sterritt ~md
Wright. The rafts were seized hy the Deputy Sheriff of
Putnam coun'y. One of the rafts contained 20 logs, 19
of which were cut from State land, and was claimed by

F
oL
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Sterritt and Wright: the other was claimed by James
Burnside and contained 150 logs. of which 14 were cut
from the State land and 24 from U. 8. land. Mr. Hop-
kins further reported that Wright and Bowden had been
cutting logs from State lands in the NE4 of NE! Section
20 and NE1 of NW1 Section 21, T. 13 8, R 28 2., 63 logs
having been cut and removed in March and April last.

Letters were also received from M. A. Williaes. writien
at the request of Mr. Sterritt, respecting the seizure of
gaid. timber.

The following resolution was adopted:

Resolved. That the Atftorney General shall employ
counsel to prosecute hefore a committing Magistrate Joe
Wright, Henrvy Sterritt, Thomas Sterritt and ——— ——
Bowden fir irespassing upon the lands belonging to the
Internal Imrnrovement Fund.

The following accounts were presented, and allowed,
and the Treasurer instructed to pay the same:

H. 8. DuVil, for surveying T. 8 8., R. 9 W., $685.52.

Charles F. Hopkins, for investigating trespasses, $55.10.

M. Ay Wiiliams, Commissions on sales in May and
June, $148.22,

M. A. Williams, amt. paid B. H. Hopkins for services,
$5.00.

Geaorge P'. Raney, Traveling expenses of self and Gover-
nor Walker at{ending U. 8. Court in July, $25.95.

George 1. Raney. telegrams to and from Jacksonville ia
matters in the T. 8. Court, $3.69.

David 8. Walker, Traveling expenses to and {from
Jacksonville a= Attorney of the Board in June, $35.00.

Hugh A. Corley. Telegrams and court records, $3.i0.

On motion, it was ordered that the Treasurer pay fo
Gov. David 8. Walker one hundred dollars, on account of
professional services as Attorney of the Board.

‘Application was received for the cancellation of Dntry
No. 8271 made September 8, 1877, by Laban O'Neill and
William O’'Neill upon the NE} of NW{ of Rection 29,
Township 30. South., Range 20, East, upon the ground
that said land had not been patented to the State; and
no deed having heen made by the Trustees for said land,
and the certificate of purchase having been returned, it
was
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Ordered, That said entry be cancelled, and the purchase
money (forts dollars) paid therefor be refunded.

The following resolution was adopted:

Resoleed, That the Attorney General be authorized to
employ Messrs. Hartridge and Chisholm, of Savinnah, to
prosecute the ¢laim of the Internal Improvement Fnnd
against the Estate of Edward Houstoun for the sinking
fund of the Florida Atlantic and Gulf Centra! Railroad.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: ' C. DREW, President pro tem.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

G
-
[94]

Tallahassee, Florida, July 24, 18
The Board met in the Comptroler's Office.

Present: Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
George P. Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands
and Immigration.
The following bills were presented, approved and or-
dered paid:
Charles H. Foster, Clerk of the Supreme Court, for bal-
ance of costs in the following cases:
State of Florida & Trustees 1. I. Fund vs. J. P. &

R I BT T e T e S s O S e I $14.72
Fla. Central R. R. Co. vs. State of Florida and
2 e e T D 4.36
The Trustees I. I. Fund vs. St. Johns Railway
O o e T L e L e e v 7.93
W. G. Stewart, P. M. at Tallahassee, Postage for
Silesmani SR ee kR e e e e . 2180

The Board then adjourned.
C. DREW,
President pro tem.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY, K
Seeretary,
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Tallahassee, Fla., Aug. 9, 1878.

The Board et in the Executive Office.

Present:: Geo. F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer,
Lieo, P. Raney, Attorney (General.

The Atty. Genl. acted as Secretary.

A letter of July 19th, 1878, from the Commr. of the
Genl. Land Office in relation to certain lands—Lots 1 &
2, Bec. 18 and frae. Bee. 17T & Lot 2, See. 7, all in T. 12
8. R. 22 E. claimed to have been erroneously patented to
the State as swamp lands, and asking a relinquishment
of the same, and a letter from Saml, A. Swann of Fer-
nandina asking endorsement of the Governor, Atty. Geal.
& Commr. L. & 1. as to lands of Fla. L. & I. Co. were
read and further consideration of the same deferred till
the Comr. of L. & 1. returns.

Letter of July 13, 1878, from Commr. of Genl. Land
Office, notifying Governor of the final rejection of claim
of State to W1 of Lot 1 and W1 Lot 2, Sec. 30, T. 8 8., R.
22"E. was read.

The Attorney Genl. reported having visited Savannah,
Ga., and employed R. E. Lester, Esqr., to commence suit
‘against the Executors of E. Houstoun to recover balance
of Fla. A. & G. R. R. SBinking Fund moneys and it was
ordered that $100.00 be paid Mr. Lester as a retainer,

Notice from John Varnum, U. 8. Receiver and J. A,
Lee, Register at Gainesville of complaint by M. G. Fort-
Eer, that SE} of NE] Sec. 35 & W31 of 8\W1, 8W1 of NW1
Sec. 36, T. 30 R. 23 is not swamp or overflowed land and
of a hearing at Bartow, Polk Co., Aug. 30, 1878, was
read.

Board adjourned.

GEOQ. F. DREW.
GEQ. P. RANEY, Atty. Genl.
Sec. pro tem.

Tallahassee, Fla.s Aug. 10, 1878.
The Board met in the Executive Office.
Pregent: Geo. F. Drew, Governor.
Columbus Drew, Comptroller, -
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
Geo. P. Raney, Atty. Genl.



. 271

The following telegram was received and read from
Samuel A. Swann:

“Fernandina, Fla., Aug. 10, 1878.

“Benjamin J. Hilton, telegraphs from New York: ‘Can
“you secure without Legislature charter for ship canal
“in perpetuity with right of way guaranteed and liberal
“grant of land not taxable till Canal in operation. On
“these conditions we will furnish the millions to pay liens
“on terms named by you. Telegraph what reply T shall
“make.”

The following reply was sent to the same:

“The Board will be disposed to make a liberal grant
“of land. As to other matters will do all in its power.
“They had-better send out agent to confer.”

GEO. ¥. DREW for Board.”

Board adjourned.

GEQO. F. DREW.

GEG. B RANEY.,

Atty. Genl. Sec. pro tem.

Tallahassee, Florida, August 26, 1878.

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Compivoller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer,

George P. Raney, Aitorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands
and Immigration.

The minutes of July 24 and Angust 9 & 10 were read
and approved. 4

The copy of a letter from B. J. Hilton. of New York,
to Saml. A. Swann, was placed before the Board. with
respect to securing a charter for a Skip Canal across
Florida, and the Secretary was instructed to reply to the
communication.

The following hills were presented and approved :
Gov. George F. Drew, for telegraphing......... $ 3.93
M. A. Williams, Coms. on sales in July......... 206.74

' The account of E. J. Berry for expenses during the
present year, amounting to $378.25 was presented, and
was postponed until the items charged should be more
specifically stated.
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! A letter was reeeived from the Commissioner of the
General Land Office asking a relinguishment from the
State of the title to Lots Nos. 2 & 3 Section 34, Township
26, South, Range 15, East, which lands were sold by the
United States to Samuel I. Hope August 24, 1855, and
which were subsequently approved and patented fo the
State as swamp lands. g
Said letter was referred to the Commissioner of Lands
and Immigration,
The Board then adjournsad.
GEOQ. F. DREW,
President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY,
Secretary,

Tallahassee, Fla., Sept, 21, 1878.

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: Geo. F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller,
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
George I’. Raney, Atty. Genl.

“The Attorney General was elected Secretary pro tem.

Bills of E. J. Berry, Timber Agent for extra expenses
in January., February, March, April, May, June, July,
Angust and September (up to 15th of Sept. & inclusive).
1878, in surveying and traveling amounting to four hun-
dred and eighty nine dollars and ten cents ($489.10)
were approved and ordered paid. ;

Of the above amount $4891 is chargable to school
Jands, as reported by Mr. B. and the School Board is
liable to this Board. for this amount.

Mr. Berry advises that the Merrill trespass claim be.
.compromised.

The following resolution was passed:

Resolved that no sales shall be made of lands lying on
either side of and within six miles of the Rail Road hed
lying hetween Waldo and Ocala until the further order
of this board and that the agents for the sale of land be
so notified, and directed in case any application for the
purchase of said lands or any part thereof is made, to
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notify the applicants that the propriefy of selling the
came is under consideration and to note the time.of all
applications to purchase, in order that the person or per-
sons first applying may have the preferred right to pur-
chase in case it shall be determined to gell the same.

A communication from D. L. Yulee, President of Pen-
ipsular Railroad Company enclosing a copy of a dBed of
transfer from the Atlantic, Gulf and West India Transit
Company {o the Peninsular R, R. Company, of that por-
tion of its incompleted line which lies hetween Waldo &
Ocala, with the request that the fact of the receipt of the
same be recorded in the minute book of the proceedings
of the RBoard and that the Board acknowledge the receipt
of said letter and the enclosure and requesting that the
acknowledgement of the receipt of the same be verified
under the seal of the Board, was received—and it was
ordered that the request be complied with,

The deed of transfer is filed.

The Board then adjourned.

GEQ. F. DREW,
President.
GEO. P. RANEY,
Seey. pro tem.

Tallahassee, Fla., Sept. 28, 1878,

The Board of Trustees of the Internal Tmprovement
Fund met in the Executive Office.

Present: (George F. Drew, Governor.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hungh A. Corley, Commissioner nf Lands &
Immigration.

A letter was received from Charles A. Choate, Bdifor of
the “Florida Immigrant” with reference to insertinz an
advertisemen: of the public lands in said papes and stat-
ing the terms for which the same will he done. 1t was
agreed by ike Board to insert an advertisement occupying
one full page at the rate of twenty five dollars per monih.

Notice was received from the U. S. Land Office af
Gainegville that complaint had been entered at that office

1821 I 1
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by J. J. TTaicher against the State of Flovida alleging
that the N& of SE] and NI of 81 of Section 20, Town-
ship 50, savth, Range 23, East, is not swamp land, with
a view to the cancellation of the claim of the said State
to said lan 1. and summoning the parties interested to ap-
pear®at Peqcs Creek hefore Hon. J. A. Fortner, (‘ounty
Judge on ile 21st October, 1878, to respond and farnish
testimony concerning the true character of satd land.

Also, a siwilar notice of complaint by Robert Hatcher
with rvespect to the NW1 of Secfion 19, Township 30,
South, Range 25, East, with summons to appears at ’eace
Creek before Judge Fortner on the 22nd October, 1378,

Applicaiion was received from Andrew Kickiiohter for
a change o7 eniry No. 7574 made by him May 9. 1876, upon
the 83 of SE! sud SEL of SW1 Section 24, T. 51 S, R. 22
E., to the 81 of SE1 and SE1 of SW1 Section 24, T. 31 8.,
R. 21 E., and said application being accompanied with the
affidavit regunired in sueh eases and with the depd execnted
by the Trustecs, and with a deed from said Andrew Kick-
lighter reconveving the lands originally purchased fo the
Trustees, I't wcas Ordered, that the ¢hange of eniry applied
for be allowed.

An application was received from J. V. Harris, of Mon-
roe county, fov the priiviege of draining 1280 acres of un-
surveved overflowed land lying on the North bank of Rog-
er's river about 1wo miles from its mouth, the said land to
be conveved to the said Harris in  considerafion of re-
claiming the sume and small price per acre

Orderved, That the Salesman write to the County Sur-
vevor of Manroe county to examine the land and report
its condition, anud so describe the tract wanted by Dr.
Harris that the same may be clearly set forth in any con-
tract for the reclamation thereof.

The Commissioner of Lands and Tmmigration, to whom
was referred the letter of the Counnissioner of the (ien-
eral Land Ofice of Aungust 5, 1878, asking a relinquish-
ment of the State’s title to Lots Nos. 2 and 3, Section 34,
T. 26 8., 1. 15 E.. which lots were gold hy {the United
States to Samuel E. Hope August 24, 1855, hu: were sab-
sequently vatented to the State as swamp lands, reported
that said lots had been sold by the Trustees of the Inter-
nal Tmprovement Fund fto John Parsons March 11, 1867,
and the State having thus parted with the title could not
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now make (he desired velinguishment to the United
States; and the Governor has notified the Commissioner
of the Geneial Land Office to that effect.

The account of M. A. Williams, amounting fo $51.42,
commissiors €n sales at Jacksonville for the month of
Aungust. 1878, was received, approved and ordered flai:l.

On motion, the Treasurer was directed to pay Hon.
Geo. P. Raney, One hundred dollars on aceount of profes-
sional services as Attorney of the Board.

The affidavit and testimony furnished by Jawes I
Stone with respect to the reclamation of lands in Sections
4 5 Rand 17, Township 3. South. Range 9, West, was read
and decided to be satisfactory, and the Salesman was in-
structed to prepare a deed for the signature of {he Trus-
tees convevinge to said James B. Stone 160 acres of the
land reclaimed hy him in accordance with the resolution
of the Board adopted March 6, 1877,

The Secieiary laid before the Board a letter frop S, 1.
Wailes, Esqj.., the agent for the adjustment of the iand
claims of the State hefore the Department of the Interior
in Washineten, in which he calls the attention of {the
Board to the faet that patents for a large ‘quantity of
swamp lands selected prior to 1861 have been executed hy
the General Government. and the delivery thereof with-
held by order of the Department. and requesting to he in-
formed whether he, the said Wailes. will be entitled to his
commissions on procuring the delivery of said patenis
under the resolution, adopted by the Board Aprii 13, 1878,

It was ananimously agreed by the Board that the reso-
Iution adopted April 13, 1878, employing S, . Wailes,
Esq.. as Agent to procure the adjustment of the claims of
the State for swamp lands selected prior to 1861, was in-
tended to allow him the amount of commissions therein
agreed npon for all lands selected as swamp prior 1o said
date for which no patents had vet heen received hv the
Btate, whether such patents had been issued ar not.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest : GEO, F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.
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Tallahassee, Florida, October 4, 1878,

The Bowrd of Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund met in ihe Executive Office.

Present: Geonge F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller,

Wilter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General,

Hugh A. Corley, Commisgioner of Lands and
Immigration.

The following resolution was adopted:

Resolved, That the appraisement of the Internal Im-
provement Lands in Madison and Hamilten eounties em-
braced in Lisi No. 21 of the Tallahassee Land Distriet be
reduced to one dollar and twenty five cents per acre, and
that said lands be sold at that price hereafter.

Attorney General Raney laid before the Board a notice
addressed to him and James M. Baker, Esq., as Solicitors
of the Board, from the Solicitor of Francis Vose, viving
noticedhat on the 21st instant witnesses would be exam-
ined in the City of New York before a Commissioner {o
testify in the matter of the claim of Mr. Vose for expenses
in prosecuting his suit against the Trustees. The Aftor-
ney Gensral was requested to wrife to Judge Baker and
request him to'attend at said examination of witnesses
and represent this Board.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, October 10, 1378,
The Board of Trustees of the Internal Tmprovement
Fund met in the Treasurer’s Office.
Present: Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
Fugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration. i
The Treasurer laid before the Board a communication
from James M. Baker, Esq., announcing his intention of
going to New York, in compliance with the request of the
Board, to vepresent the Trustees before the Commissioner
appointed to take testimony in the suit of Francis Vose,
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and asking a remittance of §150 to pay traveling ex-
penses.  There being no money in the Treasury, on motion
unanimously gereed to, the Treasurer was authorized and
requested to hprrow said amount of money, and send it to
Judge Baker for the purposes specified.

The Board then adjourned.
Attest: C. DREW, President pro tem.
HUGH A. CORLEY. Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, October 19, 1878,

The Board «f Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund met in the Executive Office.

Present: (George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, ('_'mnprr-ﬂll‘l'.

George P. Raney, Attornexy General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Tands &
; Immigration.

The minutes of Aungust 26. September 21 and 28 and
October 4 and 10 were read and approved.

The following accounts were presented and approved,
viz:

George P. Raney. Traveling Expenses to Savannah and
Jacksonville on the business of the Board, §30.00.

M. A. Williams, Commissions on sales in  September,
$34.98.

W. G. Stewart. Postage for Salesman’s office. $3.20.

A. Dogeett. for eopy of record of coupons, $3.00.

C. A. Chuate for advertisement in Immigrant for Octo-
ber, $25.00.

Charles I2. Dyke. printing for salesman’s oftice, $46.00.

The Secreinry laid before the Board a letter from S. 1.
Wailes, Esq., stating what progress had heen made in the
General Land Office towards the adjustment of the land
claims of the Rtate. and inquiring what compensation will
be allowad him for procuring the approval and patenting
of swamp lands selected for the State since 1841,

It was wnanimonsly agreed by the Board that they will
allow as compensation to Mr. Wailes for proeuring the
confirmation of swamp lands selecied for the State since
the war, two cents per acre for every acre patented fo the
State, to be paid in lands at the current price for such
lands at the date of any payment.
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A letter wus received frem Mre. William €. Cloxd, of
Gainesville, stating that he is preparing for publication
a work on Florida, and 2ivine the terms on which he will
ingert an advertisement of State lands—

Ordered. That the Secretary reply to M. Cloyd f{hat
the present cmbarassed condition of the Fund will not
justify the Doard in ingerting the proposed advertisement.

A letter was received from Mr. Do R. Knowlton stating
that objectinn had been made in the Circnit Conrt of St.
Johns Counir to a deed executed by the Trustees to cer-
tain swamp !ard in which he owns an inferest, on the
ground that said deed shounld have been exeented in the
presence of wiinesses, and requesting to know if such at-
testation of ‘he signatures of the Trustees is necessary to
the validitv of their deeds.

The Secretary statad that he had replied to the letter
of Mr. Knowlten, evpressing the opinion that the seal of
the Florida Stafe Land Office was a sufficient attestation
of deeds executed by the Trustees of the Internal Tm-
provement Fund: and the letter of Mr. EKnwolton was
placed on file.

Notice wius received from the TU. 8. TLand Ofice at
Gainesville that Charles E. Fortner confests the swamp
selection of N1 of NE!, Section 35, NW1 of NW1 Rec-
tion 36, and SE} of SE! Section 26, T. 30, 8. R. 23, E.
and summoning all parties interested to apvear at P’eace
Creek before ITon. .J, A. Fortner. Connty Jndege. on the 1st
November next to respond and furnish testimeny concern-
ing the true character of said land.

Notice was alzo veceived of a similar enmnlaint hy J.
Ashley Fortoer respecting 8W1 of ST and SE1 of SW1
Section 22, and NW}] of NE] and NE} of NWI, Seection
27. T. 30. 8. R. 23, E.. with snmmons to appear at Peace
Creek hefore Jdudge Fortner on “he 2d November.

Applieation was received from Mathias M. Blackburn
for a change of Entry No. 8396 from the Ef of NI}, See-
tion 26. Township 3. South. Range 14 East, fo the <1 of
SE] of the same section.  Mre, Blackbnrn havina return-
ed his deed and made the requived affidavit, it is Ordered,
That the changze of entry he allowed npon his execnting
a deed conveying the first named traet to the Trustees,

Application was received from William Van Fleet, Na-
than S. Blount, William B. Varn and Alfred H. Parslow



279

asking a change of Entry No. 8484, so as to substitute the
Si of NWI and NE4 of NW of Section 24, Township 27,
Routh, Range 25, Bast, in the place of the SE1 of NW#
and NE1 of SW1, Section 30, Township 27, South, Range,
26. BEast. and NW1 of NEl. Section 36, Township 27,
South, Range 25, Tast. Said application was  accom-
panied with the affidavit in such cases required and with
a deed re-conveying to the Trustees the last namea lands;
whereupon, it was Owrdered, That the change of entry he
allowed.
The Board then adjourned.
Attest: GEOQ. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.
’ i

»

; Tallahassee, Florida, October 31, 18

The Board met,

Present: George F. Drew. Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn. Treasurer.
George P'. Raney. Attorney General.

Tne following preamble and resolution were adopted:

Upon consigeration of the application of the Peninsu-
lar Railroad Company for such modification of the sev-
enth specification of the Rixth Section of the Tnrernal Tm-
provement Act of Jannary 6. 1855, as will authorize the
use of iron npon the track of their road between Waldo
and Ocala of {he weight of thirty five pounds to the lineal
¥ard, in virtue of the anthority vested in this Board by
the amendatory act approved December 14, 1355,

It is Resolved. That this Board gives consent and  ap-
proval to the use of iron upon the track of said road
weighing thirty five pounds to the lineal yard. instead of
sixty poun<s per lineal vard as rvequired in the seventh
specification of the Sixth Section of the Act of January
6. 1855; and that the application of the said Peninsular
Railroad Company be filed among the vecords of the
Board.

The Bosrd then adjonrned.

Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.

—_— , Sec. pro tem.
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Tallahassee, Florida, November 15, 18T3.

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew..Comptroller.

Gegrge P. Raney, Attorney Genernl.

Hugh A. Corley. Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

The Governor laid before the Toard a commmnication
from Mr. Alfred H. Parslow recommending that Mr., Wil-
liam Van Flest be employed as agent for the sale of lands
in Chicaco; which was read, and the Seecretary instrneted
to correspond with Mr. Van Fleet in reference to such
proposed®agency.

Mr. James I3, Stone applied for a deed to Lot No. 1 and
Bl of NE1 and NE} of 8E} of Section 8, in Township 3.
Sonth, Ranga 9, West, in consideration of the drainage
of certain laads in said township under the contract made
with the Board March 7th. 1877, and the Salesman was
instructed to prepare a deed conveying the lands applied
for to the said James B. Stone.

The following accounts were presented and approved:

Florida Tmmigrant, Advertising for November. $25.00.

M. A. Williams, Coms. on gales in October, $28.00,

The Boarl then adjonrned.

Attest: GEO. F, DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY. Secretary. .

Tallahassee, Florida, November 22. 1878.

The Board met in the Attorney General’s Office.

Present: (olmmbus Drew. Comptroller.

George P, Raney., Attornev General.
Huoh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Iomisration.

Mr. James G, Merrill and Mr. T. .1, Moore appeared he-
fore the Paard for the purpose of effecting a compromise
in the matter of certain cedar seized hy the Sheriff of
Wakulla cenniy as ent hv Mr, Merrill npon State lands,
and afterwardz claimed by said Merrill and delivered fo
him under the Gth Section of the Act of March 6. 1877,
and concerning which proceedings are now nending in
Jefferson Civcuit Court. The Commissioner of Lands and
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Immigration stated that after consultation with several
of the Trusiees, he had anthorized the Timber Agent, My,
Berry. to compromise said claim npon the payment by Mr.
Merill of ter: cents per cubic foot for the cedar and the
costs of the proceedings. Mr. Merrill offered to compro-
mise by paying five cents per cubic foot for the cedar.

Messrs. Merrill and Moore having withdrawn, the
Board consulted together and agreed that if Mr. Merrill
would pay stampage on the cedar at ten cents per cubic
foot. the proceedings in court might be dismissed, each
party paving Lis own costs,

The Board then adjourned.
Attest: C. DREW, President pmo tom.

HUGH A. CORLEY. Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, November 3(. 1373,

The Board met in the Attorney General’s Office.

Present: Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General,
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands and
Immigraiion.

Mr. Gwynn was chosen President pro tem.

Mr. Corley cffered the following resolution, which was
adopted :

Be it Resolized by the Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund. That prior to enfries heing mads un-
der and hy virtue of the vesolution adopted February 1.
1877, allowing and regulating pre-emptions on unconfirm-
ed swamp lands, proof of the settlement therehy required
shall be mada to the satisfaction of the Commissioner of
Lands and Tmmigration, under such rnies as may he pre-
seribed by this Board: and where a pre-emption claim nas
continned fie eultivation and imorovement of the land.
Certificates of preemption hereafter issned shall only he
been assigned, the assignee shall make proof ihat he has
assigned v returning the same to the Salesman of the
Board wiih a written assienment indorsed thereon or ae-
companying ihe same. together with an affidavit of *he
assignee that he has procured said assignment for ihe pur-
Pose of occupying and cultivating the lands embraced in
such certificate: whereupon, a new certificate will be is-
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sued to the assignee. Where a person entitled to ¢laim
the benefits ol the pre-emption regulations dies before the
time fixed for consummating his claim by entry, the vights
of entering ihe land shall inure to the widow, or, if there
be no widow. 1o the heirs or devisee, Where any lands
have been or may be claimed as a pre-emption nnder 1he
regulations of this Board, and it shall be shown to the
satisfaction of the Board or the Commissioner of Lands
and Tmmigration, that the claimant has never setiled
upon said land, or that the lands, at the time of filing ihe
declaratory statement and affidavit, embraced the resi-
dence, cultivated lands or improvements of any other per-
son than the claimant, or that the settler has abandoned
said land, such pre-emption claim shall be canceled and
the lands shall be subject to pre-emption by any other
actual settler.

The following acconnts were presented and allowed :

W. G, Srewart, P. M. at Tallahassee, Postage for Sales-
man’s office, $20.00.

Hugh A, Corley, cash paid for telegrams and copy of
orders and papers in U. 8. Cireuit Court (Vose vs. Trus-
tees), $].N5.

On motion. it was Ordered. That the Treasurer pay to
David 8. Walker, Esq.. One hundred dollars on  account
of professiona] services as Attorney of the Board.

The following applications were received for changes of
entry and were allowed by the Board:

By Samuel Hammock, Entey No. 5598, from Wi of S\W}
Section 34, Township 3. SBouth, Range 10, East, {o W3 of
B Section 24 Township 3, North, Range 10, I2ast.

By Charity T, McAunlav. Enftry No. 4052, from the
South half of Lot No. 2 of NW, Section 18, Township 31.
South, Range 25, Fast, ie the South half of Lot No. 2 of
NW1 Rection 18, Township 31, South, Range 26, Easi.

By Willimm H. Emmoas, Entry No. 8251, from SE{ of
NE} Section 3. Township 32, South, Range 18, 1Iast, fo
NWI1 of SIEZ} ¢f same section.

The Salestun represented to the Board that in March
last, Mrs. Hannah Jane Patrick had forwarded money to
enter Lot No. 3 of Section 1, and Lot No. 1 of Section 2,
Township 29, South, Ramge 18, East. which money was
duly received, but the entry was not made at the time be-
cause Mrs. [*atrick had expressed an infention to forward
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by the next mail the money to enter more land adjacent
thereto; that the remittance and application were over-
looked and on the 2nd April James H. Hufchinson  was
permitted to enter the N of Lot No. 11 of Saction 2 in
said Township, being a part of the iand applied for and
paid for by Mrs. Patrick, but no deed was made to said
Hutchinson for said land: Whereupon. [# was fhdriul
That Entry No. 8496 of the N1 of Lot No. i, Section 2, T.
29, 8., R. 18, I'., made by =aid Hutchinson April 2d. I"wb.
be canceled, and that the purchase money paid therefor
be refunded upon return of the certificate of purchase.

Notice was received from the T, 8. Land Office at
Gainesville ﬂl'lt David Branch contests the Rtate selection
of Wi of 8SE} and El of SW], Section 36, Township 30,
South, Range 23, East, dlIPrvmg_-;- that the same is pot
swamp nor overflowed land, and summoning all interested
parties to appear at Peace Creek before .J. A. Fortner,
County Jutlge. on the 23d December, 1878, to respond and
furnish testimony concerning the true character of =said
land.

The Board then adjourned.
Attest: C. DREW, President pro tem.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, Decemboer 6, 1378,

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present  George F. Drew, Governor.
Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn. Treasurer.

The Comntraller acted as Secretary.

The Boara baving received the copy of an ovder of the
Circuit Court f the Northern Distriet of Florida, dated
5th Decemhber. 1878, modifying the order of May., 1877,
which authorized the Trustees to receive in payment for
lands one half of the coupons of the bonds issuad under
the provisions of the Internai Tmprovement Act, so as {o
authorize the Trustees to require, at their discrotion, the
payment of not more than twenty per cent. of the price of
any sale to he made in lawful money of the” United
States, it wis



Resolved. That the Salesman he dirvected to require the
said paymeni of twenty per cent. from this date.
The Board then adjourned.
Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.
C. DREW, Secretary pro tem.

Tialluhassee, Florida, December 17ch, 1878,

Board met in the Attorney General's Office.

Present: Hon. C. Drew, Comptroller.

Hon. Walter Gwynn, Treasurer,
Hon. Geo. P. Raney, Attorney General.

The Comptroller acted as President pro fem and the
Attorney General as Secretary pro tem.

The following accounts were approved and ordered
paid viz: '

Walter Gwynn, Esq., for amount borrowed and ad-

“vanced to James M. Baker, Esq., Atty. for Board to pay
his expenses 1o New York to attend the taking of testi-
mony in the matter of the petition of Francis Vose for ex-
penses. &c. in the case of F. Vose v. Trustees I. I. Fund
(one hundred and fifty dellars), $150.00.

W. K. Beard, for taking testimony in behalf of Trustees
Int. Im. Fund of R. H. Gamble, T. W. Brewer, & C, H,
Foster. (twenty five dollars), $25.00.

Geo. P. Ranev fr expenses af Jacksonville 10 attend the
United Sta‘es Court (twenty one 75-100) $21.75.

. 8. Waiker, For expenses at Jacksonvillz to atfend
the United States Court (Ten dollars), $10.00.

The Board adjounrned.

Attest: C. DREW, Prest. pro tem.

GEO. P. RANEY, Sec. pro tem,

Tallahassee, Florida, December 21, 1878,
The Board met in the Executive Office.
Present: George F. Drew. Governor,
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
Ifugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Tmmigration.

.
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The minuies of October 19th and 3ist, November 15th,
22d and Soth. and Decenmber 6th and 17th were read and

approved.
The following accounts were approved and ordered
paid:

Florida Imanigrant. advertising for December, $25.00.

M. A. Wiiliams, Commissions on sales in  November,
$119.09.

A Jetter was recpived from A. N. Pacetti, Sheriff and
ex-officio Timber Agent for St. Johns County. complain-
ing that partics commit trespass by eutting timber on the
publie lands, und when the Timber Agent proceceds 1o
survey the lands 1o inquire into the trespass thev send
forward the meney and enter the land. thus aftempring
to shield themselves from responsibility, when they would
not have made the entey but for the steps faken by the
Timber Agent to investigate the trespass.

The follewing resolition was nnanimously adopted :

Resolved, That avhenever any Timben Agent shall have
cause to suspect that any person or persoms have eoi-
mitted or are committing frespass upon any of ihe Srate
"lands and sha!l notify the Salesman of this Poard or 1he
Agent for tlie sale of lands at Jacksonville of that fact,
and shall request the Salesman or Agent fo withhold snch
Iands from sale until he ecan ascertain whether such tres-
pass has leen committed and can take the necessary steps
for the prorecution of the offenders or seizure of timber,
said Salesman and Agent shall not permit any person to
enter suc hlands or any part thereof until the Timber
Agent shali report his proceedings in  reference thereto
and shall have had an epportunity to take the necessary
legal steps for the protection of the Stafe property and
prosecution of the trespassers :

Provided. that no lands shall be withheld fron: sale un-
der thiz pesciution longer than four weeks.

The Secrefavy laid hefore the Board a letter from Wil-
liam Van Flect, of Chicago, in refernce to the establish-
ment of an agency for the sale of lands at that place;
which was read and veferred to the Commizsioner of
Lands and Trmigration for reply.

The Board ihen adjounraned.

Attest: GEOQ. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY. Secretary.
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Tallahassee, Florida, January 16, 1879,

The Board 1aet in the Exeentive Office.

Present: {eorge F. Drew, Governor.

Colonmbus Theew, Compivaller
Mueh A, Corley, Commissioney of Lands and
lmmigration.

An applivation was received from Jolin J. Strickland
for a change of Entry No. 8476 made hy him, from the
North Basi guarter of the South Eastsuavier of Seetion
Three, in Township Eleven, South, of Range Tweaty fonr,
Bast, to the South East quarter of the North West quar-
ter of the same section; and the original deed having been
veturned, and a deed executed relinquishing the first
named tract to the Trustees, and the affidavit having
been made i acordance with the regulation of the Board,
it was

Ordered, Thal the change of enty be made as ve-
quested.

The followine acconnts were presented, approved and
ordered paidl: -

The Florida Immicrant, advertisement in January
number. $25.00,

W. G. Stewait, P. M., Postage and box rent, Salesman’s
Office. $10.00,

W. P. Denham, Apthorp's Map for use of Timber
Agent. £1.00.

M. A. Williams., Commissions on Sales in  Deccmber,
1878, $17.44.

The Board 1hen adjourned.

Attest: GEO. F. DREW, Presidont.

HUGH A, CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, January 20, 1879,
The Board met in the Executive Office.
Present: (ieorge F. Drew, Governor.
Celumbus Drew, Comptroller.
Gieorge T'. Raney, Attorney General.
Hueh A. Corley, Commissioner of Tands
and Timmigration.
Hon. Jawes (. Speer and Hon. John M. Bryan appear-
ed before the Board on behalf of the Apopka Canal Com-
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pany. with respect to a contract for the construetion of a
canal conneciicz the waters of Lake Apopka and Lake
Tustis an «dthe drainage of the overflowed lands adjacent
to Lake Apepka and Lake Dora, in  consideration of the
lands so recliinmed.  After some time spent in discussing
the merits and details of the proposed measura, the con-
sideration thereof was postponed until another ineeiing.

An application was received from Elisha 'adgett for a
change of Eutry No. 8455, made by him April ¥, ISTS,
from the N1 of NW1 of Rection 27, Township 7, South,
Range 20, IZasi, to the NJ of NE} of the same section,
and the original deed having been returned. and a  deed
executed ceconveving the first named tract to the Trustees,
and the required affidavit having been made, it was

Ordeved, That the change of entry he made as re-
quested.

The Comnissioner of Lands and Immigration laid be-
fore the Board a communication from William H. Milton,
Esq.. State’s Attorney for the lst Judicial Cirenit, alleg-
ing that the State lands in Holmes County are heing
tresspassed upon and the timber eut and removed, and
that the county officers are without maps to guide them
in the detection and punishment of the trespassers; and
suggesting that such maps be furnished.

On motion, the Salesman was authorized to have plats
prepared and furnished to the County officers of Holmes
County, showing the location of the State Lands.

The Governor laid before the Board a letter from Mr.
H. 8. Duncan recommending the establishment of an
agency in Santa Rosa county, for the sale of State L.lmiv
which was read and rwefexr('d to the Commissioner of
Lands and Tmmigration for reply.

The following bills were presented, approved and or-
dered paid :
George P. Raney, Traveling Expenses to Jackson-

ville and back on professional business for the

B o B e o e i v o $13.50
W. T. Webster, copy of field nnles flllll]\}u‘(] Tim-

A B s SR e S 3.00
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The Board thea adjourned.
GEO. I. DREW,
President.
Aftest:
HUGH A. CORLEY,
Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, January 28, 1879,

The Board met in the Executive Office.
Present: George F. Drew, Governor.
Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
George P. Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands
and Immigration, :

The proceedings of the last three meetings were read
and approved.

The account of John MeDangall for stationery furn-
ished the Salesman’s office, amounting to $6.25 was pre-
sented and approved.

Messrs, John €. Chambers and H. W. Walter appeared
before the Board and presented the plan and designs of
the Tropical Florida Railway, Tramroad, Canal, and
European Colonization Company, proposing to construet
a line of railway from some point on the railroad west
of Jacksonville through South Florida, and also to re-
claim large bhodies of swamp and overflowed lands, and
promote immigration; and some time was spent in dis-
cussing the merits of the proposed enterprise and the
aid that could lawfully be extended in the construction
of the contemplated improvements.

The Board then adjourned.

GEO. F. DREW,
President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.
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Tallahassee, Florida, January 30th, 1879

The Board met in the Executive Office,
Present: George F. Drew, Governor.
Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
George P. Raney, Attorney General.
The Attorney General was chosen Secretary pro fem.
The account of R. Fenwick Taylor for forty dollars
for professional services rendered the Board in the mat-
ter of timber seizure at Cedar Keys was approved and

ordered paid.
GEO. F. DREW,
President.

Attest: A
GEO. P. RANEY,
Sec. pro tem.

Tallahassee, Florida, February 4, 1879.

The Board met in the Executive Office,

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General,

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Landa
and ITmmigration.

The Committee on Public Lands of the Assembly ap-
peared and conferred with the Board with respect to the
present condition of the Internal Tmprovement Fund and
the measures best calculated to relieve the Fund from its
embarrassments,

The Board then adjourned.
GEO. F. DREW,

President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY, Becretary.
1971. 1,
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Tallahassee, Florida, February 5, 1879.

The Board met in the Executive Office,

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

George P, Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioper of Lands
and Immigratgon.

Samuel B. Thompson having, on the 34 July, 1356,
entered the SW1 of NW1 of Section 25, and the SE} of
NEL & NE} of SE] of Section 26, in Township 7, South,
Range 19, BEasf, (Entry No. 1343) for which a deed was
made to him September 26 1854, and it appearing that
the NEL of SE} of Section 26 did not belong to the In-
ternal Tmprovement Fund, applied for a caneellation of
the entry as to that tract and the refunding of the pur-
chase money paid therefor; and the said Samuel B.
Thompson - having executed a deed reconveying said
lands to the Trustees, and having made an affidavit that
the original deed issued to lim had been destroyed by
fire. it was

Ordered, That the said Entry be cancelled as to the
NE! of 8EL of Rection 26, and that the purchase money
paid therefar, amounting to $54.50 be refunded ; and that
a new deed for the other lands be executed and delivered
to the said 8. B. Thompson.

The Board then adjourned.

GEO. F. DREW,
President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary,

Tallahassee, Florida, February 11, 1879.
The Board met in the Executive Office.
Present: George F. Drew, Governor.
Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
Greorge . Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of TLands
and Inmmigration.
Several commmnications were laid hefore the Board from
8. I. Wailes, Zsq.. respecting the progress in procuring i
settlement of the land claims of the State and the hing-
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Tances thereto, and Mr. Ingham Coryell, of Washington.
appeared kefore the Board, as representing Mr, Wailes and
made verhal siatements upon fhe same matters, Among
ather papers transmitted by Mr. Wailes was =« copy of an
appointment by Governor Stearns made November 10,
1875, appointing Leonard G. Dennis as Agent-of the State
to prosecute c¢laims before the Land Department in
Washingtan ; an agreement hetween said  Dennis  and
Charles Pomeray, appointing said 'omeroy as  Attorney
for the prosecntion of such claims, and agreeing fo pags
him ten per cent. in kinds for all moneys. serin and lands
secured by him; an affidavit of said Pomeroy rvespecting
his employment by said Dennis and that as ihe vesult of
his lahors i iad procured the issuing of a pafent fo the
State for more than 38.000 acres of swamp lands: also
letters from R, G. and E. C. Ingersoll, Attornevs of said
Pomeroy. addressed to the Commissioner of the General
Land Office. 1equesting that the patent so issued he with-
held until tiie settlement of Mr. Pomeroy’s claim for per
centage theveon. According to the statements made by
Mr. Wailes in his letters and by Mr. Coryell. the General
Land Office recognized Mr. Dennis as the Stafe  Agent,
and Mr. I'orceroy as his Attorney, and Mr. Pomeray did
the work at the Land Department resulting in the issning
of said patent. Whereupon the following resolutions
were unanimonsly adopted :

Whereas, information has been received by this  Hoard
that a patent for about 58,000 acres of swamp Jands has
been execufed by the government of the United States to
the State of Florida. and is now in the Geueral TLand
Office retained by reason of an alleged claim {hereon for
the services of the Agent or Attorney in procuring the
same—the said claim having heen asserted hy harles
Pomeroy, Tsq.. ag the Attorney of Teonard (¢ TDennis,
formerly Comvmissioned as Agent of the State. and heing
for the amiouni of ten per cent. of the lands enbraced in
said patent; ard it appearing that the issunine of said
patent was secured hy the services of said Pomeray.

Be it Resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Inteinal
Improvement fund, That Sidney T. Wailes, sq. our
aggent hefore the Land Department in  Washington, he
anthorized 1o adjust the said claim of zaid Charles Tome-
roy by allowing commissions not to exceed ten per cent.
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of the lands putented as aforesaid, npon receiving  from
Mr, Pomeroy a release from himself and the said {.eonard
G. Dennis of all claims against the State or 1he Internal
Improvement Fund on account of the patenting of said
lands.

Be it further Resolved, That npon the adjustwment of
said clain and the delivery of the said patents, ihe said
Charles Pomeroy shail be authorized 1o select the lands
to which lie is entitled, and due conveyance therof will he
made to hin

Mr. Coryeli. on behalf of Mr. Wailes, delivered to the
Governor a4 paient for swamp lands amounting to
20.509.75. and =aid patent was delivered to the Commis-
sioner of T.ands and Immigration to be deposited in the
State Land Office,

The following resolution was unanimously adopted:

Mr. 8, I. Wailes having delivered to the Governor a
patent for swamp landg embracing 29.509.75-100 acres,
and being entitled to eight per cent of said lands under
the resolution adopted "April 13, 1878, amounfing to
2.360.78 acres;

Resolved, That Mr. Wailes be authorized to select the
said quantity «f lands to which he is entitled as aforesaid
from those embraced in said patent; and the Salesman is
authorized and instructed to convey to him the lands so
selected, nnd shall prepare a deed of conveyance thereof
to be executed by the Trustees, or deliver to said Wailes
certificates of purchase for the lands so selected. which
certificates shall be assignable. and for which deeds will
be substifnted whenever surrendered and filed with the
Board by the said Wailes or his assignees.

On motion, the Salesman was authorized to purchase
from A. J. Rusell 2,000 copies of a pamphlet ealled “I*lor-
ida as a Permanent Home,” provided they ean he obtain-
ed for $G0.

Mr. Gearge 1. Raney presented a bill amounting
$25.84 for capies of all the decrees rendered in the Vose
suit, copied in a book by the Clerk of the U. 8. Court at
Jacksonville, which was approved and ordered paid.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.
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Tallahassee, Florida. February 12, 1879,
The Board et in the Executive Office.
Present: George F. Drew. Governor.
Columbus Drew, Comptroller,
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
George P. Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands
and Immigration.

A commuuication was received from 15 members of {he
Assembly 1ecommending the re-establishment of what is
known as the “Stumpage system.” in the disposal of 1he
timber upua the lands belonging to the Internal Tmprove-
ment Fuad.

The Assemble Committee on T'ublic Lands niet in con-
gultation with the Board of Trustees upon the subject
matter of the change recommended in  said conmunica-
tion, and an inferchange of views was had showing a 4i-
versity of vpinion respecting the proposed measure.

The Boird ‘hen adjourned.

Attest: GEO, F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY. Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida. February 20, 1879,

Present: George F, Drew. Governor.

Colambus Drew, Comptroller,

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George 1M, Raney, Attormey General.

Eugh A. Corley, Commissione» of Tands
and Tmmieration.

The minutes of the six Iagt minutes were vead and ap-
proved.

The proposiiion of the Apopka Canal Company for {le
constructin of canals from Lake Apopka to Lake Dora
and from Lake Dora to Lake Bustis, and the drainage of
certain swamp and overtlowed lands on and near Lake
&_popkﬂ. was taken up for consideration. and, aficr some
time spent in discussing the merits of the proposition,
the further consideration thereof was postponsd until an-
other meeting.

The Boavd then adjonrned.

Attest: GEO. F. DREW. President.

HUGH A. CORLEY. Secretary.
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Tallahassee, Florida, February 25, 1879.

The Board et in the Executive Office,

Present: George F. Drew, Governor,

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands
and Immigration.

Messrs. John (.. Chambers and H, W. Walter, repre-
senting the Midland Railway Drainage and Canal Com-
pany, appeared before the board, and stated the ohjects
of their association with reference to drainage of lands
and construction of ecanals, preparatory to a proposition
to be made to the Board for a contract for the perform-
ance of the work,

The proposition of the Apopka Canal Company, for
the construction of canals and for drainage, was again
taken up for consideration; and the following resolutions
were unanimously adopted:

Be it Resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Internal
Tmprovement Fund, That the Apopka Canal Company
are hereby authorized to enter and ditch and drain the
following swamp and overflowed lands. to-wit:

Fractional Section Two: the South East quarter of the
North Bast quarter, the East half of the South East
quarter, and the South West quarter of the South East
quarter of Section Ten ; the West half of the North West
quarter, the North East quarter of the South East quar-
ter, the West half of the South East gunarter, and the
South West quarter of Section Eleven; the East half of

the North East quarter, the North West quarter of the .

North East quarter, the North half of the North West
quarter, and the South half of the South West quarter
of Seetion Thirteen ; the North East quarter of the North
West quarter. the West half of the North West quarter,
and the South West quarter of Section Fourteen; the
North half of the North Tast quarter, the South West
quarter of the North West quarter and the South West
quarter of the South West quarter of Section Fifteen;
the East half, the East half of the North West guarter,
and the Bast half of the South West quarter of Section
Tacenty-three; all of Section Tawenty-four; the East half,
the South East quarter of the North West quarter, the
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West half of the North West quarter, and the South
West quarter of Section Twenty-five; all of Section
Twenty-siz; the South East quarter of the North West
quarter, and the South East quarter of Section Twenty-
seven ; the South East quarter of the North East quarter,
and the East half of the South East quarter of Section
Thirty-three; all of Section Thirty-four: the West half of
Section Thirty-five; and all of Section Thirty-siz; in
Township Twenty, Souwth, of Range Tiwenty-siz, Hast.

The Lots numbered One, Two, Three, Four and Five,
and the South West quarter of Section One: all of See-
tions Two and Three: the Lot numbered One of Section
Four; the South BEast quarter of the South East quarter
of Section Five; the East half and the North East quar-
ter of the South West quarter of Seation Right ; the West
half of the North West quarter, the East half of the
South East quarter, the South West quarfer of the South
East quarter. and the South West quarter of Section
Nine; all of Section Ten; the Lots numbered One, Two,
Three, Four, TFive, Six, Seven, Eight. Ten and Eleven of
Section Eleven; the Lots numbered Omne and Four of
Section Fourteen ; all of Seetion Fifteen; the North East
guarter of the North Hast quarter of Section Seventeen ;
the East half of the North East quarter, the North West
quarter of the North East quarter, and the South East
quarter of the South East quarter of Section Twenty-
one; the Lots numbered One, Two, Three, Four, Five,
Six, Seven. Ten, Lleven, and Twelve of Section Tiwenty-
two; all of fractional Section Thwenty-three; the Lots
numbered Three, Four and Five and Nine of Section
Twenty-seven ; the North East quarter of the North East
(quarter, and the South East quarter of the South East
quarter of Section Twenty-eight; the North West quar-
ter of the North East quavter of Section Thirty-three:
iheé North East quarter of the North Bast quarim-, the
West half of the North East quarter, the East half of
the South East quarter, and the South half of the South
West quarter of Scetion Thirty-four: and the Lots num-
1_'!61‘9(] Two, Three, Four and Five of Section Thirty-five,
i Township Twenty-one, South, of Range Twenty-siz,
East. :

The 80}1m East quarter of the North West quarter,
and the East half of the South West quarter of Section

.
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Twelve; the East half of the North West gquarter of
Nection Thirteen: the Weést half ¢f the North East quar-
ter, the South East quarter, and the West half ofSection
Twenty-three: and the South East quarter of the South
West quarter of Nection Thwenty-forr, in Township Twen-
ty-two, South, of Range Twenty-sirc, Hast.

The South half of the South Kast quarter, and the
South half of the South West quarter of Section Twenty;
the Sonth half of the South East quarter, and the South
half of the South West quarter of Seetion Twenty-one;
the West half of the North West quarter, the South West
quarter of the Routh East quarter, and the South West
quarter of Section Twenty-seven; all of Section Twenty-
efght : the ast half, the East half of the North West
quarter, and the Fast half of the South West quarter of
Seetion Ticenty-nine; the South half of the North East
quarter, the South half of the North West quarter, and
the Routh half of Section Thirty-one; all of Sections
Thirty-tico and Thirty-three; and the South East quarter
of the North East quarter. the West half of the North
East quarter, the South East quarter, and the West half
of Section Thicty-four: in Township Twenty, South, of
Kange Tiwenty-seven, Hast,

The North West gnarter. the South East guarter of
the South West quarter and the fractional West half of
the South West quarter of Section Two; and all of frac-
tional Section Eleven in Township Twenty-one, South, of
Range Tiwcenty-seren, Fast.

Be it further Resolved, That when the Apopka Canal
Company shall drain lands and vender iliem fit for cul-
tivation, and shall ‘construet a navigable canal connect-
ing the waters of Lake Apopka with Lake Dora, and also
a navigable eanal between Lake Dora and kake TFustis,
or render the Oclawaha river navigable hetween said
Lakes, said canals to be of sufficient depth and width to
be navigated, at oridnary stages of water on said Lakes,
by steamboats drawing thirty inches of water and of not
less than twenty feet beam, and for such boats to pass
each other, and shall furnish to this Board proof of the
completion of said canals and the drainage of at least
three fourths of said lands, this Board will convey fto
the said Apopka Canal Company four fifths of the lands
mentioned in the foregoing resolution: provided. said
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work shall be done and proof thereof made on or before
the first day of Januvary. 1881s Be it further Resolved,
That if the said canals shall be completed before the first
day of January. 1851, and three fourths of all the lands
aforesaid have not heen drained so as to render them fit
for eultivation, then this Board will convey to said Cow-
pany four-fifths of the lands which have been reclaimed;
and said company shall be allowed one year longer to re-
claim the remainder, and four fifths of such lands as may
thereafter be reclaimed by said Company, prior to the
first day of January, 1882, shall he conveyed to said Com-
pany on proof of such reclamation. But if it shall ap-
pear and be proved that three fourths of the lands men-
tioned in the first resolution have been reclaimed, the
Company shall receive four fifths of the whole quantity.

Be it further Resolved. That every forty acre lot, or
other equivalent legal subdivision, shall be considered
reclaimed under these resolutions, when the greater part
thereof has heen rendered fit for the cultivation of corn,
cotton or sugar cane, or the ground has been placed in
such eondition that it will become fit for such cultivation
by the drying of the soil without further drainage. In
gelecting the four fifths to which the said Company may
be entitled under these resolutions, the tracts shall be
taken in regular order. in the smallest subdivisions, the
Company taking four tracts and leayving one for the
Fund, nntil the full amount-has been selected.

Be it further Resolved, That these resolutions are
adopted on the express condition that the canals con-
structed by the Apopka Canal Company, whoever may
own or operate the same, shall be forever free to all boats
navigating the same, and that said Company or other
owners or operators of said canals will not charge any
tolls or other compensation for the passage of boats or
for the privilege of transporting freight or passengers
thereon.

A petition was received from G. J. Arnow. Trustee of
Hsther L. Arnow, stating that on the 25th November,
1868. he purchased from the Trustees of the Internal Im-
provement Fund fractional Section 18, Township 192,
Sm_lth, Range 22, East, and received a deed for said tract,
wlm—h tract had been patented to the State as swamp
land; that on subsequent inquiries at the General Land
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hassee, he was officially informed that his title was good;
that he made viluable improvements upon the land; that
it afterwards was shown that said tract had been locatéd
in the U. &, Land Office with a Surveyor General’'s Cer-
tificate by George R. Fairbanks on the 5th April, 1854,
prior to the selection of said land by the State, and {hat
the land was therefore erroneously patented fo the State;
that he received notice of the action taken by the Trus-
tees on the Tth February, 1877, requesting him to surren-
der his title fo said land in order that the same might
be re-conveyved to the Umited States, and in case of his
refusal to do so, authorizing the said George R. Fair-
banks to institute suit to compel a surrender of the deed
and a reconveyance of the land; that, at the request of
said Fairbanks, he had conveved the land te him for the
consideration of fifty dollars: and the petitioner now
asks ‘that the Trustees reimburse him for his losses and
outlays by reason of the cirenmstances set forth,

The petition was referred to Mr. Raney for investiga-
tion.

The following accounts were presented and approved:
M. A. Williams, Coms. on sales in January...... $50.31
W. T. Wehster, T. plat turnished Salesman's office 2.00

The following resolutions were unanimously adopted:

Whereas, on the 4th day of February, 1869, the Board
of Trustees of the Internal Tmprovement Fund adopted
a resolution permitting William H, Gleason to enfer
upon and diteh and drain any of the swamp and over-
fHowed lands included in Township Thirty-eight and
those Townships immediately south of said Township,
and extending to and including Township Forty-nine, in
Range Forty-one. Bast, and the Townships on the Atlantic
Coast in Ranges Fortv-two and Forr)-three, Fast, which
lie Bast of the Township mentioned, and providing that
upon the opening or digging of any snch ditches or
drains, and on due proof theveof, the said Gleason shall
be allowed to purchase 640 acres of the swamp lands
within said limits for forty dollars for each 50.000 cubic
feet of such ditches or drains: And Whercas, On the same
day and year aforesaid. a resolution was adopted giving
similar powers and privileges, with the same stipulations
and conditicns, to William H. Hunt with respect to the
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swamp and overflowed lands Seuth of Township Forty-
nine, and extending South and East to the mouth of the
Miami river, and including ranges Forty, Forty-one and
Fofty-two, Bast, with the additional privilege of improv-
ing and rendering navigable the water-courses within
said limits. and 150,000 cubic feet of such water-course
so rendered navigable, being considered equivalent to
50,000 cubic feet of ditch or drain:

And Whereas, It was stipulated and provided that the
necessary work under said resolutions should be prose-
cuted with reasonable diligence:

And Whereas, The said William H. Hunt has never
furnished any evidence or statement showing, that at any
time in the past ten years, he has ever performed any of
the work authorized by said resolutions; and the said
William H. Gleason has furnished no evidence or state-
ment of any work done by him in the district assigned to
him, except a claim made to the Board, in May 1875, for
work alleged to have been done by him in digging a canal
or ditch from Lake Worth into the Atlantic, which
elaim is now in litigation and has not been prosecuted
by the said Gleason for the last two years and more:

And Whereas, It has been represented to members of
this Board that the said (Gleason and Hunt claim that,
under the said resolutions, they (the said Gleason and
Hunt) have the right to exercise acts of control over the
State lands within the district respectively assigned to
each, without regard to any work performed by them as
contemplated in said resolutions, which illegal assump-
tion of authority can be used to hinder and obstruct the
settlement of that portion of the State:

And Whereas, No pretext for the exercise of such
power should appear upon the record of the official acts
of this Board: Therefore,

Be it Resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund of Florida, That the Resolutions
adopted by the Board, February 4, 1869, authorizing
William H. Gleason and William H. Hunt to enter upon,
ditch and drain certain swamp and overflowed lands and
purchase a certain quantity thereof on certain conditions
and at certain stipulated prieces, be ad the same are here-
by rescinded and repealed.
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Be it further Resolved., That a copy of these resolu-
tions be sent to the Clerks of the Cirenit Court of Dade
and Brevard counties, and that said resolutions be pub-
lished in one new<paper in Key West and one in Jackson-
ville. "

The Sajesnuin reported that he could not parehase 2,000
copies of “Florida as a Permanent Home" foir $60, as au-
thorized by the Board on the 11th inst., and read a letter
from A. .I. Russell, Egq., offering said pamphlet at $60
per thousand.

An application was received from Samuel B. Thompson
for the caucellation of so much of entry No. 3911 as  em-
braces the NJoi of NW1 Section 25, Township 7, Sonth,
Range 1Y, East, and the refunding of the purchase money
paid therefor. Said entry was made by said Thompson
October 24, 2. and embraced the above named tract
and the 81 af Lot No. 2, Section 2, Township 8, South,
Range 19, Fiast but the first named tract had been cnter-
ed by him at the U. 8, Land Office in Newnansville Octo-
her 12, 1854, which entry was confirmed by the Aeci of
Congress approved March 2, 1855, A letter was also re-
ceived from the Commissioner of the General Land Office
reciting said entry and requesting that the land le re-
conveved to thie United States. A deed was executed hy
said Thompson re-conveving the land to the Trustees

On motien of Mr. Carley, it was

Ordered, That said entry be canceled, and tlat the pur-
chase money poid for said tract, amounting t6 $29.96 he
refunded, aud that said land be re-conveyed ta the 1nited
Btates. E

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: GEQO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. €@ORLEY. Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida. Mar«h 3. 1879,

The Board met in the Executive Office.
Present .  George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller,

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &

Tmmigration.
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The following concurrent resolution of the Assembly
and Senate was laid before the Board:

Resolved by the Assemdly. the Senate concurring, That
the Trustees of the Infernal Tinprovethent Fund of this
Sthte be and they are hereby required to report to this
Legiglature, what, if any, “tarviff of prices for transporta-
tion and freight,” en the several railroads of this State,
has becn estabiished by them. or their predecessors in of-
fice, agreenbiv to the provizions of the “Act fo detine the
duties of the Trustees of the TInternal Improvement
Fund.” approved December Tth, 13647

The followinz letter was prepared, approved and order-
-ed to ke franswitted to the Assembly. in response to sand
resolution :

Tallahassee, March 3, 1879.
Hon. Chavles Dougherty,
Speaker of the Assembly:

Sir: In response to the current resolufion of the hon-
orable body over which vou preside, and the Seaale, call
ing upon the Trustees of the Tnternal Tmprovement Fund
to report whai. if any .tariff of prices for transportation
and freight on the several railroads of this State has heen
P‘:tab]l\hl’r] by them or their predecesgors in office, noreen-
bly to the provisions of the act to define the duties of the
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund, approved
December Tth. 1864, T am directed by the Board to <tate
that there ‘s no evidence npon the records of the Board
that any acfion was ever taken thereunder hyv the prede-
cessors of the present Doard. TUnder the Internal Tm-
«provement Aei there never has been any power in the
Trustees 70 establish any such fariff. That act. however,
provided that {he vailroad eompanies acepting its provis-
ions shenld adopt a no’#orm tavilf for transportation of
passengers ¢nd for hanling the freight in the cars of an-
other company upon vsual and esanitable terms, and that
no discrimination shonld be made by ore company aoninst
the freight ar passenaets of another company. The Tras-
tees were aiven general power by acts of February 14,
1861. and -Ganuary 16, 1866, to enforce compliance with
these provisiens of lm fith Section of the Infernal Tm-
provement Act. Assuming, however, that the act of De-
eember 7, 18(4 was infended to confer upon the Trustees
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the additionai power of Psat:ﬂnli;!hinl,{ tariffs. or preserib-
ing what the same should be. and fhat it was not merely
a divection 1o enforce whatever powers they then had, it
is mevertheless trne that, since thig act of December 7.
1864, was passedsthe railroads have heen sold and passed
from the possession and management of thé companies
which beld (hem at the time of the passage of this Aect,
and which had accepted the provigions of the Internal
Tmprovement Act, and come into the possession of com-
panies whicli, by their charvters, are expressly given the
power ta iix and regulate such tarviff, and the Trustees
bhave consequently no power under said act of December,
A. D. 1864, 10 @k the amount of tariff as against fhe
present owners of said railroads,
Yery respectfully,
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secrefary.

The Board ihen adjourned.
Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Becretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, March 8 1874,

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbug Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

Tlugh A. Corley, Commissioner of TLands
and Timmigration.

Mr. John €. Chambers presented the following proposi-
tion from the Midland Railway. Drainage and Canal
Company : %
“Tao the Hon. Board of Trustees of the Internal I'mprove-
ment Fund of the State of Flovida:

“Know 21l men by these presents that the Midland
Railwav. Dranage and Canal Company, duly chariered
by act of the Legislature, A. D. 1879, for and in consider-
ation of vour Tlon. Board of Trustees granting to said
Midland Pailway, Drainage and Canal Company fonr-
fifths nf 2!l the lands drained. reclaimed and rendered fif
for settlement and made vilnable, the aforesaid Midland
Railwav. Thainage and Canal Company herehy hind and
obligate themselves to the Hon. Board of Trustees fo
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drain and veciaim the whole of the hasin country, the wa-
ters of which flow into Lake Okeechobee, and the country
adjacent to ine Caloosahatehie viver. auad to improve and
render navizable the Caloosahatehie viver from = sonree
ta Chariotte Harhor. .

“Also, to dvain and reclaim the Everglades and DBig
Cypress fram inundation, which will he effected by low-
ering Lake Okecchobee through the Cainosahatehie river.
and the works connecied therewith.

“Also, to do such other work as will reclaim from over-
ffow that portion of the country lyving io the Southward
of Lale Okecchobee, and known as the Everglades and
Big Cypress.

“Also, to clean onf. dredge and canal. sa as to open np
a navigabie route from the Gulf at Charlotte Harbor to
the Tohopekalign Lakes. via Caloosahatchie and Kissim-
mee waters,

“Also, to drain and reclaim by canals, or otherwise, the
pertion of country sitnate between Like Okechobee and
upper 8t. Johns river, at Lake Washineton, aiving an nn-
broken romte etween the St Johns river and Charlotte
Harbor, and 1o reclaim the lands adjacent 1o such line of
works.

“Also, to connect the 8t Johns river with the Atlantie,
or Indian river. by canal and improving navigation of the
upper St. Johns, and draining and reclaiming the lands
of this section.

“Also, such other canals towards the Eastward Coast
ar may be deemed expedient for consummating this svs-
tem of drainage and for purposes of navigation, and also
to connect this work with the St. Johns river hy canal,
at such point as may be deemed expedient for advau-
tageously carrring out this system of reclamation.

“Also, to dredge the npper St. Johns river and extend
a ¢anal to its source, and the reclamation of ‘lands, hy
building locks, dykes and levees on the line of works, or
adjacent thereto, for the purpose of assisting navigation
and the reclaination of lands.

“Also. to make a confinuous navigable rounte from TLake
Worth to the city of St. Augustine by canal and improv-
ing navigation of the rivers and inlets between these two
points, estahlishing thereby an inland navigable passage
from the city of St. Augustine to Lake Worth.
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“And in consideration of the enhanced valu: given to
lands belonging to the Fund by this work of improvement
and reclamation and increased inducement for weiticlient
we ask your Hon, Board for four hundred thousand acres
of land, to be selected from the portion of lands re-
claimed by us and belonging to the State, in addition to
four-fifths of all the lands drained and reclaimed.”

Without mking any further action upon the foregoing
propositiou, the Board adjourned.
Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, March 14, 1879.

The Board met in the Executive Office.
Present: George F. Drew, Governor.
Columbus Drew. Comptroller.
{icorge P. Raney. Attorney General.
Hngh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands and
Tmmigration.

The minates of the proceedings of February 20th and
25th and March 3d and 8th were read and approved.

The petition of Mr. Arnow which was placed befove the
Board on the 25th Febrnary and referred to the Attorney
General, was taken up for consideration. The Secretary
was instructed to inform Mr. Arnow that the Trugtees
do not give a warranty title for the lands sold by them:
that npon the failure of their title they have uoi in any
instance doue more than to refund the purchase money
without interest: that in-this case. the purchase monev
cannot he refunded until the land is re-converved to the
Trustees: and that the Board cannot consent {¢ compen-
sate Mr. Arnow for the labor bestowed and expenses in-
curred in improving the land.

Tn accordance with the order made on the 25th nlt., the
Salesman prenared a deed re-conveving to  the [Taited
States the N121 of NW1 of Section 25. Township 7. Sonth,
Range 19, Tiast. which had been sold hy the Tinited
States to Samuel B, Thompson before it was patented to
the State, and said deed was executed by the Trnstees.

The following accounts were approved and opdered
paid:
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Jacksonvilic Union for advertising resolufion rescind-
ing eontracts for drainage with William H. Gleason and
William . ITunt, $7.00.

Florida Taanigrant, Subscription for February number,
balance unpaid on January number, and advertisement in
February No. $96.21.

A. Doggett, for statement of principals of coupons, etc.,

£3.50.
. E. Caldwell, for map of U. 8. for Salesman’s Office,
$2.00. 5

Postage account for Salesman’s Office, $22.10.

A. N. Pacclti, Shff. 8t. Johns Co., expenses in procuring
surveys, $26.10.

On motion, ihe Treasurer was instructed to pay to
George P. laney two hundred and fifty dollars on account
of professional services as Attorney and Solicitor of the
Trustees. "

The Secroiary placed bhefore the Board a letfer from
James G. Speer and John M. Bryan, on behall of 1he
Apopka Canal Company. accepting the terms of the reso-
lutions adopted by the Board on the 25th ult., and re-
questing that the lands embraced in said resolutions he
reserved from sale, and further agking that the vinsurvev-
ed lands north of Lake Apopka in Township 21. South,
Range 27, East, be added to those named in said resolu-
tiong and be included in the contract.

The following resolution was adopted:

Resolved. That the unsurveved lands lying north of
Lake Apopka in Township Twenty-one, South, of Range
Twenty-seven, East, be added to the lands authorized to
be drained by the Apopka Canal Company by the resolu-
tions adopted by this Board on the 25th Fehrnary. 1879,
and included in the terms, econditions, and stipulations of
said resolntions as thongh originally named therein.

Ordered, That the Salesman reserve from sale the lands
emhraced in the resolutions authorizing the Apopka Ca-
nal Company {0 drain and reclaim ecertain swamp lands.

The following changes of entry were applied for and
allowed :

Entry No. 8648 by James Weeks, from NEL of SW1 Sec-
tion 36. Township Seven, South, Range Twentv-five, 1last,
to the 8W1 of 8W1 of Section 25 in the same township.

201.1.
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Entry No. 8687, by Alexander C. Sumner, from the SE?
of NW1 Section 11, Township 24, Sonth, Range 20, 12ast,
to the NEL of SE1 Section 36 in the same township.

Entry No. 7697, by Henry C. Ferris, from the N1 of
NW1 and 81} of NW1 Section 15, Township 29, South,
Range 18, Ilast, to the N1 of NW1 and NW< of NE! of
the same section.

The following entry was canceled and the purchase
money ordered to e refimded, viz: Entry No. 8686, hy
N. D. Eilard and Levi Eiland, of SE} of NW1 Section
Four, Township 24, South, Range 20, East.

A letter was received from James P. Sanchez, of St
Augustine, inquiring what compensation is allowed for
draining Stote lands, and for benefits received by reason
of the drainage of private lands; which wag referrved fo
the Secretary for reply.

The following vesolution was adopted :

Resgolved. That the Internal Improvement lands in
Suwannee county be sold at the uniform price of $1.25
per acre.

The Secretary laid before the Board sundry leifers
highly recommending Charles Pomeroy as an efficient
agent to represent the interests of the State in the Land
Department at Washington, and also communieations
from Mr. Pomery himself. Mr. Corley, Commissioner of
Lands and Tmmigration, was requested to go to Washing-
ton and examine into matters relating to the State Agen-
cy in that department.

The Board then adjourned. T,
‘Attest : GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, April 25, 18792,

The Board met in th® Exeentive Office.
Present:  George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Waiter Gwynn, Treasurer.

Georae P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &

Tingration.
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Tle mimutes of the last meeting were read and  ap-
proved.

The following accounts were presenfed and approved:

George P. Racey, for traveling expenses atiending
conrts at Jiacksonville and Madison, $17.000.

. B. Dyke & Co., printing for Salesman’s (hliee, $19.50.

TPostage aceount, Salesman’s Office, $5.01L

M. A Williams, Coms. on Sales in  Feoruary and
March, $107.95, .

Fugh A. Corley. Trav. Exp. to Washingter and back,
£740.00.

Hueh .\. Corley, one year's subscription “Copp’s Land
Oswner,” 32,00,

“Rey of the Golf.” advertising resolution: rescinding
drainage contract with Gleason and Hunf, $12.00.

B. A. Coachman, surveyring on acct. trespass, $12.00.

(. A. Choate. advertisement in, March No, of “Tmmi-
grant,” ¥25.00.

The Secrerary lLiid hefore the Board a letter from Wil
liam Ilunt. dated March 18, 1879, protesting sgainst the
action of the 1ioard on the 25th February lasi in the
adoption of a vreamble and resolution rescinding a cer
tain eonfract mada with the said Hunt by the Trustees of
the Tnternal Tmprovement Fund on the 4th Felbruary.
1869.

‘Which was read snd ordered placed on file.

The Governor laid before the Board a letter from the
Commissioner of the General Land Office requesting a re-
conveyance fo the United States of the Wi of SE], Sec-
tion 4, Township 6, South, Range 18, East, which tract
had been erroneonsiy patented to the State a<  Swamp
Laund, the same heving been entered at the U. 8. TLand
Office by Abram [iddon September 4, 1855, prior to the
issue of ihe patent o the State, which entry was con-
firmed by the Act of Congress of March 3, 1857.

Ordered. Thatl {le Salesman prepare a deed for the
signature of the Trustees reconveying said tract of land
to the United States.

The Governor laid before the Board a letter from 8. 1.
Wailes respecting the condition of our land claims, and
showing that lists liave been prepared for the action of
the General Land Office amounting to 3,382.558 acres.
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The J3oard jroceeded to consider the various letters re-
‘ceived concerning frespasses on the public lanas.

Letters were vead from E. J. Berry, Timber Agent, con-
cerning trespasses and seizures in Levy and TLafayette
‘counties.

Alsgo, from 11, I'. Jackson, Sheriff of Levy county, re-
specting trespasses and seizures and the employment of
B. A. Conchman us surveyor—together with My, Ceach-
man’s report and snggestions for the protection of timber.

Algo, a letter from James H. Stephens, of Deadman’s
Bay., with regard 1o the conduct of certain trespussers
and the seizures made by the Sheriffs of Taylor and La-
fayette counties.

Also, letters from Louis J. Brush, of Cedar Keys,
strongly urging the adoption of a system of selling tim-
ber by sturupaee, and also referring to the seizure of tim-
ber so]cl und:r certificates made ln Seth Stevens, late
Sheviff of Lafayeize county.

Also, a letter from J. J. Johnson, Sheriff of Lafayette
conniy, stating the seizure of a considerable quantity of
cedar cut npon State lands and asking instructions re-
specting {he maaner of advertising and selling if.

The Doard discussed for some time the various ques-
tions presenfed in 1he correspondence, and at last decided
to postpone definite action until the arrival of Mr. Berry,
the timber agent.

A letter frnm the Sheriff of Levy county stated that a
Mr. Cannon has been cutting cedar on private lands and
thinks thiat hie has cut beyond his lines and (respassed
upon the Siate ‘ands and is willing to compromise and
pay what is right, #and the Sheriff asks instructions in (he
premises.

The Secretary was instructed to inform the Sheriff
that he may compromise with Mr. Cannon upon the pay

ment of stumpage at 16 cents per cubie foot wpon all the
cedar ; hut if Mr. Cannon will have the lands surveyed at
his gwn expense so as to ascertain what was cut on  pri-
vate lands and what upon the State lands, he shall then
only pay 16 cents per cubie foot upon the timber eut on
the State Iands.

The following vesclutions were adopted: |

Resolved, That the swamp lands lying within the form-
or Palatka Military Reserve which have recently been
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patented {o the Siafe as “swamp lands™ shali be offered
for sale by the Salesman of this Board, at TFalatka, on
Wednesday, the 4th day of June next. at public outcry,
for cash, at not iess than the regular prices established Ly
this Board for swamp lands: and all of said lands re-
maining unsold afier being offered at public =ale as
aforesaid, skall be subject to private entry at the same
prices as other swamyp lands; Provided, however, that any
actual seftler upon said lands shall have the right to pur-
chase the lands embracing his settlement and improve-
ments, 1ot to exceed 160 acres, at the regular prive in
preference to all other persons, provided sueh settier shall
make affidavit of settlement and an application to  pur-
chase the land, and file the same with fhe Salesman of
this Board on or hefore the said fourth day of June next.
and shall pay for ihe land within ninety dayvs thereaiter.
Any land so applied for and not paid for within said pe-
riod of ninety days, shall thereafter be subject to private
entry.

Resolved, That notice of such sale shall be given by ad-
vertisenient onee 2 week in the Palatka Heral:d until the
day of sale, and by the distribufion of hand bills.

An application was received from Alexander St. Clair
Abrams to purchase the following lands at 12 cenis per
acre: - 81 of SE]. Section 8 Eastl Section 17. 134 of N3}
and SW1 Section 19, Northl, NW1 of SEL and NE} of
SW1, Section 20, Township 19, South, Range 27. Ilast,
1.040 acres conditioned that said lands be drained.

Ordered. That the Secretary inform Mr. Abrams that if
he will deain said land so as to render at least 720 acres
thereof fit for enltivation or pasturage, and wiil furnish
proof of the performance of the work satisfactory to the
Trustees, the Board will agree to convey to him one half
of the lsads so reclaimed: Provided. that the work he
completed in 12 months, and that the lands will be re-
served from sale upon notice of his acceptance of the
terms aforesaid.

A letter wasg vreceived from Mrs. 8. A, Rember!, Exern
trix of William P. Rembert. deceased, asking payment of
certain bonds issued by the St. Johns and Indian River
Canal Commissioners and purchased by Mr. Rewbert in
higs life time. heing the same honds referred to in Chapter
No, 2156 of the Acts of the Legislature. approved March
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11, 1879, which said act divects that said bonds and the
coupons shall be paid by the Trustees of the Internal [m-
provement IMund from the sales of certain lands conveved
by the Trustees to the said Canal Commissioncrs aud af-
terwards reconveved by the said Canal Commissioners
to the Trustecs ander the act of December 10, 1862,

The letter was referred to the Attorney (General with
the reqnest that he take such steps before the Courts or
elsewhere as may be necessary to enable the Trustees to
carry out the directions of the Legislature in the Act of
March 11, 1879,

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, April 26, 1879.
The Board met in the Executive Office.
Prd&sent: Gearee F. Drew, Governor.
Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
Georee . Raney, Attorney General,
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of [Lands
and Lmigration.
The miniies of vesterday were read and approved.
The Lake Jesup, Osceola and Kissimmee River ail
road and Navigation Company, a corporation existing
under the genera! iaw for the incorporation of Railroads
and Canals, approved Febrnary 19, 1874, filed a dingram
of their line of road from Lake Jesup to Lake Tohope-tala-
oa and requested {hat the alternate sections of swamp
and ovecflowed lands lying on either side of {heir line of
road for a distance of gix miles be reserved from sale for
their benefit, to Le conveyed to them upon their compli-
ance with the provisions of an Act approved March 12,
1R7% entitled “An Act to amend Section 26 of an  Act
entitled an act to provide a general law for the incorpo-
ration of Railroads and Canals, approved Fehruary 79,
1874, and to granl aid to Railroads and Canals incorpo-
rated under said Act.”
Ordered. That the lands embraced in the odd-nnmbered
sections lying within six miles of the line of the Lake
Jesup, Osceola and Kissimmee River Railroad from Lake

il
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Jesup to Lake Tolope-talaga be reservefl from sale until
the first aay of JJune next to give an opportuaity 1o ihe
Tivard of Directors of said Company to agree with 1he
Trustees of the Internal Tmprovement Fund wupon ‘'he
plang and specifications of the construction of the road.

The St. Johns and Take Eustis Railway Company filed
a map of their wuvte from Lake George to Lake FEnstis,
and asked that the [aternate sections of swamp and over-
flowed lands for six miles on each side of their road he
reserved from sale. to be granted to them upon  compli-
ance with the provicions of the Act to Incorporate the
St. Johns and Lake Eustis Railway Company approved
February 20, 1871,

Ordered, That ihe odd-numbered sections of swamp
lands Iying within six miles of the route of the St. Johns
and Lake Eustis Railway be reserved from sale until the
first day of June next.

Ordered, That the Secretary notifv Francis Vose and
his solicitor of the action of the Board reservinz swamp
lands fromgale for the benefit of the Lake Jesnp. Osceola
and Kissimmee River Railroad and Navigation Company,
and the St. Johns and TLake Eustis Railway Company.

A letter was read from John C. Chambers, Secretary of
the Midland Railway, Drainage and Canal Company, re-
specting the drainage of the overflowed lands in ile
Southern poriion of the State near the Everglades, Lake
Okeechohee and the Kissimmee. and claiming that one-
half of the lands reclaimed wounld be insufficient compen-
sation for the work of reclamation.

The Secretary was instructed to write to Mr. Chambers
and say that while the Trustees are not willing to  bind
themselves, without further investigation. to oive one
half the lands reclaimed, they certainly will noi enfertain
any proposition for any larger proportion: and f tihe
Company eannot perform the work for one half the lands
drained by them. it is useless to give the matter any
further consieration.

Letters and documents were received from Samnel A,
Swann respecting the sale of one or three millions nf
acres of lang to English parties, and expressing sorie con-
fidenee that such s:ile may be made, and wishine authori-
ty issued to James Hastings, of England. to cousummate
the negotiation.
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The Secretary was instructed to write to Mr. Swapw
and state that the Trustees will confirm and cav -y oug
any negotiation for the sale of lands made on {he terms,
price and conditions specified in the resolutions adopted
April 27, 1877, appointing said Swaunn the agent of 1he
Trustees for the sale of lands or land warrants, and that

he may conduct any negotiation for that purpose through

Mr. Hastings ¢r &ny other person in whom he has confi-
dence: and thai, if this assurance is not sufficieat, 1he
Toard are willing {e confer with him upon this matfer
at any time whe it may be convenient for him to appear
before them. .

A letter was received from Mr. C. A. Choate, the pub-
lisher of “The iflorida Immigrant,” calling the attention
of the Board to his account for subscription to the March
number of the *“Immigrant,” 1,000 copies and postage for
distributing 800 copies thereof, amounting to $70.50.

Ordered, That ihe aceount of C. A. Choate for 1.060
copies of the March number of the Tmmigraw and pos-
tage. amounting to £70.50, he allowed and paid. and that
the subscription for and monthly advertisement in said
paper be discontinued.

A letter was received from 8. L. Niblack, Esq., on behalf
of the Gainesville, Ceala and Charlotte Harhor Rzilroad
Company, cnclosing the draft of a proposed agreement
between the Trustees and said Company for the convey-
ance to said Company of the lands granted to them Ly
an act passed at the late session of the Legislature, find
requesting *hat the Trustees congider said paper and
give notice to the Company of any features therein consid-
ered objectionable, and notifying the Board that the offi
cers representing said Company would meet the Roard
on ihe 10th May for conference and action, iZ such iime
would suit the Trustees. The proposed agrement was
read and the various provisions discussed. and some were
objected to, and the papers were referred to the Atforney
General for consideration and reply.

The Board then odjourned.

Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.
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Tallahassee, Florvida, May 1. 3879
The Board met in the Treasurer's Oflice.
Present: Co'nmnbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
George P. Raney. Attorney Genperal.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Tmigration.

. On mation. it was Ordered, That two hundred doilars
be paid to Judge David 8. Walker on account of profes-
sional services as Attorney of the Board.

The Board then adjourned.
Attest: (.. DREW, President pro tem.
HUGIT A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, May 2d. 1879,

The Board met in the office of the Commissioner .of
Lands and Immigration.

Present: Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney. Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner cf TLanuds &
Immigration.

Mr. Gwynn was chosen President pro tem.

The Attorner General reported that he had employed
P. W. Whiie, Esq.. as associate counsel in the suit
against the Trustees and others by F. Schutte and cihers
in the U, 8, Cirenit Court; which was approved by ile
Board.

On motien, it was Ordered, That one hundred doilars
be paid to . W. White, Esq.. on account of professional
services as Solicitor in the case of Schuite et al. vs. The
Trustees 1. I. Fund ef al.

The Secveiary laid hefore the Board a letter from 12, .J.
Berry, Timber Agent, respecting trespasses and (he seiz-
ure of cedar in Lafayette county: and also a Jetter from
James H. Stephens of Lafayette county upon the same
mafters and with respect to the care and protection of
timher afier seizure.

The Board proceeded. to the consideration of the gen-
eral question of authorizing the sale of cedar growing
upon publie lands upon the payment of stmmpage, and
also the special cases reported by Mr. Berry and the Sher-
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iffs. It was decided to pos‘poune the consideration of the
“stumpage” question to another meeting.

The following preamble and resolution were unani-
mously adopted:

Whereas, information has been received that a large
quantity of cedar timher has been cut upon the lands of
the Tuternal Tmprovement Fund in Taylor, Lafayette,
Levy and other counties, and seized by the Sheriffts of
said connties, mueh of which, there is reason to suppose,
was cul by parties under the impression that ftheir action
would be iegalized, and without any eriminal intent, and
some of which was purchased by parties on the faith of
certificates issued hy Seth Stevens, late Sheriff of Latar-
ette county, and er-officio Timber Agent of the State;

Resolved, That 12, J. Berry, the Agent of the Board, be
and he is heweby authorized to make such arrangements
as in his judgment may be best for the interesis of the
Fund with the claimanta or eutters of such cedar; and,
upon the payment to gaid Berry of the amounts agreed
upon with him, hie shall give a receipt therefor and release
the timber; and the said Berry shall, from the moneys
received from such cedar timber pay the expenses of
guarding and other incidental expenses ineurred in the
protection of the timber after seizure, and shall pay to
the Sheriffs one fourth of the net proceeds, and aecount
to the Treasurver of the Internal Improvement Fund for
the remainder.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: WALTER GWYNN, President pro tem.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, May 6, 1879.
The Board met in the office of the Commissioner of
Lands and Immigration.

Present: Columbus Drew, Comptroller,

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of TLands

and Tmmigration.
The following resolution was unanimously adopted:
Resolved, That the Board will employ two guides to
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accompany the Agents of the General Land Office iu the
examination of the Swamp Land Selections in South
Florida, said guides to receive $2.50 a day and their pro-
visions and necessary transportation; and three hundred
dollars be paid over to Mr. 8. I. Wailes to be appropri-
ated for that purpose, so far as necessary.

The Board then adjourned.
C. DREW,
President pro tem.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, May =, 1879.

The Board met in the Attorney General's Office.

Present: Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney Genmeral.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of TLands
& Tmmigration.

The following resolution adopted on the 25th ult. by
the Directors of the Florida Central Railroad Company
was placed before the Board and read:

Resolved, (Without admitting that this Company has
any interest in the matter), That this Company is willing
that the Trustees of the Internal TImprovement Fund
shall receive from the Executors of E. Houstoun Fiva
Thousand ($5,000) dollars in compromise of the suit
pending in Savannah, Ga.. by the Trustees against the '
s8aid Executors to recover an amount of money in the
said Executors’ hands arising from the sale of the Flor-
ida, Atlantic and Gulf Central Railroad.

Patrick Houstoun, one of the Executors of the last
will and testament of Edward Houstoun, appearsd be.
fore the Board and tendered the payment of five thousand
dollars in full settlement for the balance due by said
Edward Houstoun on account of moneys placed in 1\3
hands by the Trustees arising from the sale of the Wlor
da, Atlantic and Gulf Central Railroad.

The following resolution was unanimously adopted:

Resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Internal I'm-
provement Fund of Florida, That this Board will receive
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the sum of five thousand dollars from the Executors of
the last will and Testament of Edward Houstoun in full
settlement of the balance due by said Heustoun on ac-
count of the moneys placed in his hands avising from
ihe sale of the Florida, Atlantic and Gulf Central Rail-
road, and that on the payment of said amount by the
gaid Execntors to the Treasurer of this Donmd. TWalter
Gwynn, the suit institnted against said Executors in the
United States Circuit Court at Savannah, Georgia, be
dismissed, the said Executors to pay the costs of said
guit, and the Artorney’s fees of the Solicitor of this
Board, the Hon. R. E. Lester, uover and aboyve the one
hundred dollars retainer paid said Solicitor by this
Board; and ihat suck payments shali stand as a full set-
tlement of the claim of the Board against the said Hous-
toun, his Executors or esfate.
The Board then adjourned.
C. DREW,
President pro tem.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY,
Recretary,

Tallahassee, Florida, May 10, 1879.

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew. Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George . Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

The Salesman presented a relinquishment fo the United
States of the W} of SE } Section 4, Township 6, Soutlz,.
Range 18, East, which had been prepared as instructed
by the Board on the 25th April, and said relinquishment
was executed by the Trustees.

On motion, Governor Drew was allowed one hundred
and fifty dollars for his traveling expenses to Washing-
ton in Marel and April on business of the Fund, and the
Treasurer was instructed to pay the amount.
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The account of Hugh A. Corley for traveling expenses
to Jacksonville to consult with agents for the examina-
tion of Swamp Selections, and for telegraphing, amount-
ing to $10.40 was allowed and ordered paid.

The guestion of “stumpage™ in selling cedar was taken
up for consideration, and affter some discussion, was
again postponed.

8. L. Niblack. Esq., and Mr. George B. Phinney ap-
peared before the Board on behalf of the Gainesville,
Ocala and Charlotte Harbor Railroad Company, and
some time was spent in considering the means to be taken
to enable said Company te obtain the benefit of the land
grant made to them at the last session of the Legislature
:subjeet to the liens existing thereon.

The Board then adjourned.

GEO. F. DREW,
President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY,
Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, May 17, 1879.

‘The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: Cplumbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Tmmigration.

Mr. Cerley placed hefore the Board a letter from the
Attorney General written at Jacksonville, and an accom-
panying copy of a petition filed in the U. 8. Court at
Jacksonville on behalf of the complainants in the suit of
Francis Vose et al. vs. The Trustees I. I. Fund et al.
praying for an order restraining the Trusfees from re-
serving lands frem sale under the Acts passed by the
Legislature at its last session.

Dr. J. J. Harris, President of the Lake Jesup, Osceola
and Kissimmee River Railroad and Navigation Company
-appeared before the Board, and presented the resolution
adopted by the Board of Directors of said Company at
-a special meeting held on the 12th inst.,, in which they
propose the following specifications of the construction
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of their road, for the consideration of this Board, to-
Wit:

1st—The line of road, for sixty feet from the centre,
ghall be cleared of all standing timber.

23—The grading shall be for a single frack, except at
depots., turn outs and similar places, where it shall be
wider it necessary; with a road bed twelve (12) feet wide,
in ¢uttings, with ditches two (2) feet in depth below
grade, and of such width as may be necessary to secure
proper drainage, and six (6) feet on embankments at the
grade line, with slopes of one and a half (1}) foot to one
foot rise. All embankments and excavations shall be so
constructed as to secure perfect drainage and the avoid-
ance of standing water near the cross-ties,

3d—All cross-ties shall be delivered on the line of the
road, and be of heart-pine, cypress, white, yellow, post,
live or Spanish oak. white or red cedar, and not less than
gix (6) feet long, with not less than six (6) inches face,
and six (6) inches in thickness; and shall be well and
carefully bedded and laid within two and one half (2})
feet from centre to centre.

4th—At all water-ways, sufficient space shall be left
for the unobstructed passage of water; and at all points
on the line of road, where it is practicable, side ditches
ghall be cut to carry off the surface water.

Sth—1In the crosing of all streams, the bridges shall
be constructed according to plans approved by the State
Engineer.

tith—The sauge of the road shall be three (3) feet. -

Tth—The rail used shall weigh not less than twenty
(20) pounds per lineal yard, and be of the best guality
of steel or iron, and well fastened to the cross-ties with
the best quality of spikes and plates; Provided, That, if
the Company prefer, the Fish-bar and fastenings may be
used,

&th—The entire equipment shall be first-class, and
ghall at all times be sufficient for the prompt transporta-
tion of all passengers and freight ordinarily offering.

9tk The erade on no portion of the route shall exceed
forty-five (45) feet per mile, and no single curve adopted
exceeding four (4) degrees of curyature.

The following resolution was unanimously adopted:

Resolved, That the specifications of construction pro-
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posed by the Lake Jesup, Osceola and Kissimmee River
Railroad and Navigation Company he approved by this
Board, but that the time of reservation from market of
the lands adjacent the road, under the order of the Board
of April 26, be not extended until the Board is advised of
the decision of the U. 8. Court upon the petition filed on
behalf of Mr, Vose to restrain the Trustees from resery-
ing lands from sale under the acts of the last Legisla-
ture,

The Board then adjourned.

C. DREW,
President pro tem.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLETY,
Secretary.

Jacksonville, Florida, May 21, 1879

The Board met at the Folsom House in the City of
Jacksonville

Present: George F. Drew, Governor,

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Gorley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

This meeting was called for the purpose of consulting
with regard to the proper steps to he taken on behalf of
the Trusiees in the guits now being argued before Justice
Bradley in the U. 8. Circuit Court at Jacksonville, in
which is involved the vendors’ lien held by the Trustees
against the Jacksonville, Pensacola and Mobile Railroad
for the unpaid purchase money on the sales of the Pensa-
cola and Mobile Railroad for the unpaid purchase money
on the sales of the Pensacola and Georgia Railroad and
the Tallahassee Railroad made March 20, 1869, being the
suits instituted by the Western Division of the Western
North Carolina Railroad Company, and by J. Fred
Schutte et al. (or the Dutch Rondholders) against the
Railroad Companies and all parties having or claiming
any interest in the roads.
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©of the Pensacola and Georgia and Tallahassee Railroad
Bondholders, appeared before the Board and urged the
acceptance of a decree upon the basis of a certain “mem-
orandumeplan™ agreed upon by the Dutch Bondholders
and the holders of the Railroad bonds vepresented by
him, under whicl, if the road should be sold for the pay-
ment of the Dutch Bondholders, their bonds shounld be
accepted as cash in the purchase of the road, and if pur-
chased by the Dutch Bondholders at such sale, the hold-
ers of the Pensacola and Georgia and Tallahassee Rail-
road bonds aecepting the “memorandum-plan” should
receive for their bonds and interest new hLonds to be is-
sued constituting a first mortgage lien upon the road,
leaving the rights and equities undecided with respect to
the holders of said railroad bonds who should refuse te
accept the “memoranduin-plan.”

Gov. D, 8. Walker, representing a minority of the Pen-
sacola and (Georgia and Tallahassee Railroad Bondhold-
ers, also appeared before the Board, and demanded that
the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund should
insist upon a decree establishing the vendors’ lien held
by the Trustees for the unpaid purchase money on said
roads, and thereby secure the full payment of said Rail-
road bonds and interest.

The Board then adjourned.

GEO. F. DREW,
President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Jacksonville, Florida, May 23, 1879.

The Board again met at the Folsom House,
Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &

Tmimigration.
Gen. Henry R. Jackson, representing a majority of the
Pensacola and (Georgia and Tallahassee Railroad Bond-
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holders, and C. D. Willard, Iisq.; representing the Dutch
Bondholders, appeared before the Board.

Gen. Jackson again urged the Trustees to consent to
a decree based upon the “memoranduwn-plan,” and con-
tended that it was the duty of the Trustees to comply
with the wishes of a majority of the Bondholders in mat-
ters relating to the Trust held for their benefit, even
though an adjudication of the rights of the minority of
said Bondholders should he thereby postponed.

The Board then adjourned.

GEO. F. DREW,
President.
© Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Jacksonville, Florida, May 27, 1879.

The Board again met at the Folsom House,

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands
and Immigration.

Mr. Raney stated that an agreement had heen entered
into with the Solicitors of the Dutch Bondholders rhat a
decree should be made in the suits now pending recogniz-
ing the priority of the vendors’ lien on the railroads cow
beld by the Trustees, but that they had nol agrec1 npon
the specific manner in which such lien shouli be enforced,
and that it was understood that each party should pre-
sent fo the Court the form of a decree to express what
each desired to have embodied therein, and leave the
Court to decide between them. Mr. Raney submitted for
the approval of the Board a draft of the dceree which he
had prepared.

The Trustees then separated, but, later in the day and
before any action had been taken upon the matters con-
sidered in the morning, the Board re-assembled at the
request of Hon. D, L. Yulee who expressed his disap-

211. 1.
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proval of any agreement or compromise with the Duteh
Bondholders and gave his opinion and advice that the
Trustees should insist upon a decree for a cash sale of
the road for the payment of the balance of purchase
money due the Trustees.

The result was that no special agreement was made,
and the Duteh Bondholders consented to acknowledee the
priority of the vendors® lien. leaving the Conrt 1o {ix  the
terms of the decree.

The Board then adjonrned.

GEO. F. DREW,
I'resident.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY,
secretary.,

Tallahassee. Florida, June 11, 1879.
The ‘Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund met in the Executive Office.
Present: George F. Drew, GGovernor,
. Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer,
George I'. Raney, Attorney General.
Tugh A Corley, Commissioner of Lands &

Immigration.
The minutes of the proceedings of April 26, May 1, 2,
6, 8, 10, 17, 21, 23, and 27 were read and approved.

The Board proceeded to the consideration of our ap-
plication on hehalf of the Gainesville, Ocala and Char-
lotte Harbor Railroad Company for some action by the
Trustees towards the consnmmation of an arrangement
between the Trustees and said Company and the credit-
ors of the Tnternal Tmprovement Fund for the release of
the lands from the indebtedness against the Fund, so as
to enable said Company to obtain the benefit of the grant
of lands made in the fifth Section of “An act to grant cer-
{ain lands to the Gainesville, Ocala and Charlotte Har-
bor Railroad Company,” approved March 4, 1879,

The following resolutions were unanimously adopted:

Be it Resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund of Florida, That this Board will
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agree to any sile to tlie Gainesville, Ocala and Charlotte
Harber Railvoad Company of the lands mentioned in
the fifth section of the act approved Marvch 4, 1879, en-
titled “An act to grant certain lands to the Gainesville,
Oeala and Charlotte Harbor Railvroad Company,” that
may be agreed upon between said Company and the ered-
itors of this Fund: provided, however, that the price
of such lands shall not he under ten cents per acre: and
provided fuirther, that no lands shall vest in said Com-
pany before they shall be paid for, nor shall any part of
waid lands be reserved from sale for a longer period tham
sixty days. nor shall more land be reserved at any one
time from =ile hefore pavient therefor than one andeed
theuzand acres: And provided. further, that ao  land
shall be reserved from sale except as seetions of fen con-
secutive miles of railroad are graded and furnished with
#ross-ties, as provided in said Act: and provided further,
that for every lorty miles of road so graded and furn-
ished with cross-ties. ten miles shall be fully  completed.,
ironed, equipped and in actual operation.

Be it further Resolved, That this resolution is not to be
taken as a precedent as to any other Company in so far
as the minimum price is concerned. .

The Secretary laid before the Board the following or-
der made by the United States Circnit Court:

U. 8. Cireuit Court, Northern District of Florida.

Francis Vose 2
V8. ! = Ea
Trustees of the Internal ,Hn Equity.
Improvement Fund et al. )

This cause eoming on to he heard on petition of the
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund, dofendants
above named, for an order modifying the orders and de-
erees hereinbefore made in this cause =0 as to permit
the Trustees {o sell thé lands conveyed by them to the
Board of Commissioners of the St. Johns and Indian
River Canal, and re-conveyed by James (. Speer and
James 0. DeVall for and on hehalf of said Commissioners
to said Trustees by deed dated March 25th, 1863, and to
sell lands and apply the proceeds as provided by an act
entitled “An Aect to direct the Trustees 6f the Internal
Tmprovement Fund of the State of Florida to sell the
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lands recoveyed to them by the Commissioners of the
St. Johns and Indian River Canal, and with the proceeds
thereof to pay certain bonds and all other lawfal claims
and demands existing and outstanding against said
Commissioners,” approved March 11th, 1879, and no ob-
jection being made thereto:

Now, Therefore, It is ordered and adjudged, That all
orders and decrees and injunctions heretofore made or
issued in this“eause be and the same are hereby modified
and vacated in so far as they inferfere with or prevent
the Trustees aforesaid or their successors from selling
said lands and out of the proceeds thereof paying and

- settling all lawful claims and demands existing and out-
standing against the Board of Commissioners aforesaid
and especially the bonds issued by the said Commissioness
and interest thereon belonging to the estate of the late
William I’. Rembiert, and in so far as the said erders and
decrees or injunctions prehibit the said Trustees of the
Internal Tmprovement Fund from receiving in payment
Yor said lands said bonds and coupons or any claims
which they, the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund, may deem proper to be paid under the said Aect.

. Done, ordered and adjudged in open Court at Jackson-
ville, in said District on this the 28th day of May, A. D.
1879.

JOSEPH BRADLEY, Circuit Justice.

Ordered, That the unsold lands re-conveyed to the
Trustees by the Commissioners of the St. Johns and In-
dian River Canal March 25, 1863, be sold for the pay-
ment of the lawful claims and demands-existing and
outstanding against said Commissioners, and that fhe
moneys received from the sale of any of said lands shall
be applied to the payment of the past due coupons of the
bonds issued by the said Commissioners belonging te the
estate of the late William P. Rembert, with inteiest on
said past-due coupons, and that said bonds and past due
coupons shall be receivable in payment for any of said
lands.

The Governor laid before the Board a letter from {he
Commissioner of the General Land Office requesting a re-
conveyance to the United States of the B} of NWi, or
E} of Lot No.3, Sec. 29, T. 3, 8.. B. 11, E., whick was lo-
cated by James M. Baker with a Military Bounty Land

i
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Warrant January 23, 1855, which located was confirmed-
hy the Act of Congress of Maveh 2d, 1855, but which said
tract was subsequently patented to the Btate of lorida
ag swamp land.

The Salesman having reported that said trazt was un-
gold, it was Ordered, that the same be re-conveved to ihe
United States as requested by the Commissioner of the
General Land Office. .

And a deed of re-conveyance having been preparved was
executed by the Trustees of the Imternal Tinprovement
Fund.

The time limited for the reservation of lands for -he
benefit of the Lake Jesup, Osceola and Kissimmee River
Railroad and Navigation Company. and the St. .fohns
and Lake Eustis Railway Company having expired, and
no action having been taken by the T. 8 Court to restrain
the Trustees from reserving lands from sale as asked for
in the petition of Mr. Vose, it was Ordered, That the res-
ervations heretofore made be continued until the Jdecision
of the Court is made respeciing the same, and until the
C. Eaton the SE} of NEL Section 1. T. 21, 8., R. 31. E..
Iying within the reserved limits of the Lake .Jesup. Os-
ceola and Kissimmee River Railroad, provided the Rail-
further order of this Board in the premises.

Ordered, That the Balesman he anthorized to sell {0 J.
road Company shall first consen: to sueh sa'e

The Salesman reported that in ~omplianee with {he
resolution of April 25, he proceeded to Palatka and on
the 4th instant offered for sale the swamp lands recently
patented to the State lying within  and unear to the
former Palatka Military Heserve.

The following acconnts were presented and approved :

W. A. €. Benhow. Sheriff of Santa Rosa connty, for the
expenses of seizure and carve of 394 logs of timber, survey-
ing and the costs of court npon claim interposed hy Var-
auis & Co.. decided against the Trustees and appeal tuken,
£188.99.

Walter Gwynn. traveling eppenses and hoard in Juck-
sonville during the trial of railroad cases, $15.00,

George P. Raney, traveling expenses and hoard of self
and Judge P'. W. White in attendance upon the 1, 8.
Court in Jacksonville in May, $82.00,
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Hugh A. Corley, traveling expenses and board n Jack-

sonville dumnn trial of Railroad cases: traveling expenses
to Palatka and return offering lands for sale; um] tele-
graphing, $30.85.

M. A, Williams, Commissions on sales April and May,
$04.69.

Dxaily and Weekly Union for printing brief in Railroad
suits for the Rolicitor of the Trostees, $24.00,

A. Breyan, Jr., binding for Salesman's office, $6.50.

Henry Wells, compensation for seleeting 29,509,765
acres of swamp lands patented in Patent No. 12, 8t. Au-
gustine (now Gainesville) Land District at 8 mills per
acre, $236.08.

The Recretary laid before the Board several letfers
from Mr. 2. .J. Berry, Timber Agent, detailing his opera-
tions in Levy, Lafayette and Taylor connties, and recom-
mending the adoption by the Board of a system of stump-
age.  Mr. Berry himgelf appearved before the Toard, and
the question of selling timber by stumpage was discussed
by the Trustees and alzo by the members of the Doard of
Edueation who were invited to be present and give their
opinion upon the poliey of the proposed change in  the
existing regulations.  After some time spent in discus-
sion it was nnanimously

Ordered. That from and afier this date, this Board will
sell timher growing upon any of the linds helonging to
the Internal Tmprovement Fund at the following rates:

Cedar at 10 cents per cubic foot.

Cypress Logs at 50 cents per M Sup, feet,

Pine Logs at 50 cents per M Sup. feet.

Palmetto Logs at 10 cents per log.

("Ivln‘vsﬂ Shineles at 50 cents per M Shingles,

Juniper Shingles at 50 cents per M. Shingles.

But that no cedar, other than dead cedar, wiil he sold
which will not square eight inches.

Ordered. That any eitizen of the Stale wishing to cut
timber upon any of said lands shall give netice to the
Commissioner of Lands and Immigration, specifying as
near as may be the loecality where the inteuds to cnf, and
what kind of timber, and where he intends to deliver the
same, or from what point on the coast, rivers ar creeks,
he intends to raft or ship the timber: and the Commis
sioner of Lunds and Tmmigration shall give to such per-
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son a permit or authority to ent such timber and remove
or ship the same upon payment therefor to any tiber
agent of this Board.

Ordered, That special Timber Agents shall be appoint-
ed at Pensacola, Milton. Choctawhitchie Bay, Cedar
Keys, Bay T'ort and Tampa, and at sach other points as
may be necessary, and such agents shall be anthorized to
receive and give acquittances for the moneys paid for
timber by any person cutting the same under the permit
or authority of the Commissioner of Lands and Immi-
gration ; and said agents shall from time to time forward
to the Treasurer of this Board the amounts received for
timber, deducting their commissions thereon, with a state-
ment of the names of parties by whom the timber was
cut, the kind of timber and the place where cut.

Ordercd, That the Agent at Cedar Keys shail be allow-
ed ten per cent of all collections made by him as his com-
missions therein, and the agents at other places shall be
allewed a commission of twenty per cent upon all moneys
80 collected by them.

Ordered, That E. J. Berry, Timber Agent. be authorized
to settle with all parties who have heretofore eut fimber
on the public lands, whether nnder prosecution therefor
or not. )

The Secretary laid before the Board a communication
from John C. Chambers on behalf of the Midland Rail-
road, Drainage and Canal Company, c¢laimine that the
Board had agreed to give {o said Company one half of
the lands that might be drained Ly them under their Act
of Ineorporation. and accepting the same.

The Secretary was instructed fo write to Mr. Chambers
that the Roard will grant to said Company one halt of
the lands they may reclaim within the limits defined in
the Act incorporating said Compuany under the terms, Tim.
itations and condjtions mentioned in said Act.

Mr. M. A, Williams havine sold 700 acres of swamp
land to Mr. Utley J. White requested that the Board
would permit him to pay the full amount of the purchase
money therefor in coupon certificates insfead of reqnir-
ing the payment of twenty per cent in cash.

Which request was granted, and the Treasurer was au-
thorized ti receive full payment for said land in coupon
certifieates.
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A letter was received from the Bureau of Immigration
calling attention to Chapter 3151 of the Laws of Florida
appropriating $5,000 a year for immigration purposes,
said moneys to be derived from any moneys arising {rom
the sales of State lands belonging to the Internal Tm-
provement Fund, or out of any money in the Treasury of
the State not otherwise appropriated, and requesting the
Board to place within the conirol of the Burean of Irami-
gration the amount appropriated for the present year,

Which letter was referred to the Attorney General with
the request that he try to procure from the U, S. Court an
order permitting the Trustees to appropriate the amount
named in the Statute veferred to for the purposes indica-
ted in said Act.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Becreiary.

Tallahassee, Tlorida, June 12, 1879,

The Board met in the Execntive Office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew. Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Ranev, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Tmmigration.

. John Westcéott appeared hefore the Board on lLe-
half of the 8t. Johns Railwav Company, -and called af-
tention to the fact that several thousand acres of swamp
Jands which were eranted to said Company hv the aect of
1858 has since been sold by the Trustees of the Internal

* Improvement Fund. constituting a claim  against the
Fund in favor of said Company which should be adjusted.

Mr. Raney offered the following resolution. which was
adopted : s

Resolved, That this Board recoanize the claim of the
St. Johns Railway Company on account of sales made hv
the Board of Swamp and Overflowed lands granted io
gaid Company hy the Legislature of Florida nnder the act
incorparting said Company. but ‘this Board ir not now
prepared to decide the amount of said claim or the mode
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of seftlement of the same, it heing however understond
that the Clompany is willing to be reimbursed either in
other Iamids or in money, and, upon settlement. to make
quit-claim deeds to this Board of the lands so sold, or to
the purchasers of the same or their assigns or legal repre-
senfatives.

Mr. Corley offered the following resolution, which was
adopted :

Resolved, That the compensation of ihe following nam-
ed persons be and is hereby fixed at the following rate for
professional services in the following ecases, to wit: To
David 8. Walker. Sr., for servires in the cases of 1. Bis-
bee, Jr. vs. Georze F. Drew. Governor, and ihe Trustees
of the Tnternal Tmprovement Fund et al, in Leon Cireuit
Court, and the case of the Western Division of the Wes
tern Nortin Carolina Railroad Company vs. the Jackson-
ville, Pensacola and Mobile Railroad Comuany and the
Trustees of the Internal Tmprovement Fund et al. in the
T. 8. Circuit Court and the case of ). . Holland v the
Trustees I. I. Fund et al, in Duval Cirenit Courf and the
cage of .J. Fred Schutte et al. vs. the Jacksonville, Pensa
cola and Mobile Railroad Commnapy and the Trusfees of
the Internal Improvement Fund et al. in the 17. 8. Cirenit
Court, the sum of thirfy-six hundred dollars: and to
George P. Raney, in the same cases. the sum of seven
thousand two hundred dollars: and to P. W. White, in
the last nomed case, twelve hundred dollars.

Resolrved. further, That the same be paid by the Treasu-
rer of thig Board out of any moneyvs in his hands. or thai
may come into his hands, specially applicable io fhe pay-
ment for such services.

The Board then adjonrned.

Attest: GEO. F. DREW. President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, June 13, 1879,
The Board met in the Comptrolier's Office.
Present: Colnmbus Drew. Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer,
George I'. Raney. Atforney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commisgioner of Lands &
Tmmigration.
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The following bill was presented and approved:
To (. H. Johnson for services as Surveyor in examin-
ing lands trespassed upon in Manatee County, $20.00.
The Board then a2djovrned.
Attest: C. DREW, President pro tem.
HUGH A. CORLEY, Seeretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, June 235, 1870,

The Board et in the office of the Commissioner of
Lands and Tmm'aration.

Present:  Waller Giwynn, Treasurer.

George . Raney, Attorney Generval.
Hureh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
. Immigration.

The Camrissioner of Lands and Immigration stated to
the Board that he has just returned from Jacksonville
where he had gone to confer with the Commissicners ap-
pointed by the Ceneral Land Office to examine the Swamp
Land Selections in the Southern portion of the Stfate:
that said ~ommissioners had examined a large quantity of
+he lands in the western portion of South Florida., but
that in more than forty townships they had not heen able
to make a full examination for the want of proper guides
10 point onf the lands; that these Commissioners express-
ed the opinion {hat the State should furnish every facili-
ty and assistance to enable them to complete their investi-
eation and make a full report; that they conserted to re-
turn to South Florida and continue their examination if
the State wounld send with them a competent snryveyor to
assist them and to represent the State and pay the neces-
sary traveling expenses of the commission: ihat M. A
Williams had consented to accompany them provided his
necessary expenses are paid.

Under (he civenmstances, and in view of fLe great im-
portance to the State in having the earliest adjnstment
of the swamp land claim, it was

Ordered, That this Board will pay the traveling ex-
penses of the Agents of the (eneral Land Oftice and of
Mr. M. A. Williams in continuing the examination of the
swamp lands in South Florida selected for the State bt
not yet putented.
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Mr. Janies M. Sparkman applied for the cancellation of
Entry No. 5338 made by him November 25, 1568, upon
Lots Nos. 1 & 8, Section 4, Township 9, South, Range 21,
East, which said Lots had previously been sold to Bdward
N. Dickerson, and the said Sparkman having returned his
deed and reconveyed the lands 1o the Trustees, It was Or-
dered, That said entry be cancelled and the purchase
money paid therefor (£37) be refunded.

The Board having appointed the following named per-
sons on the 9th instant to be the Special Agents of the
Board to protect the lands of the fund from trespass and
to eollect moneys for timber cut upon said lands, and no
note of such appointments having heen made upon  the
minutes, it was ordered that the Secretary record them
upon the record of this meeting, as follows:

W. H. Hutchinson at Pensacola. &

W. A. C. Benbow at Milton. ,

William Miller at Choctawhatchie Bay.

Louis .J. Brush, at Cedar Keys.

. Cyprian T. Jenkins at Bay Port.

D. Isaac Craft at Tampa.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: C. DREW, President pro tem.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, July 3, 1879,

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer,

George P'. Raney, Attorney Gener:l.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

The Governor laid before the Board a letter from John
. Chambers, President of the Midland Railwav, Drain-
age and Canal Company, with reference to some ‘irrange-
ment between the Trustees and said Company for drain-
age: which was read and referred to the Secretary for
reply. :

The following accounts were presented and approved:
‘sg“l%ridian Office, for printing for Salesman’s office,
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M. A. Williams, for comms. on sales in June, $110.00.

Hugh A. Corley, expenses 2 frips to Jacksonville, Bx
press charges and Stationery, $14.15.

George F. Drew, Expenses attending U. 8. Court in
Jacksonville and telegraphing, $15.00.

C. C. Yonge, pt()fei:kiﬂnal gervices in the case of Mar.
quig & Co, v ’J‘ln Sheriff of Santa Rosa Co., involving tim-
ber cut on State lands, $50.00.

E. J. Berry, Timber Agent, for expenses traveling and
surveying from Sept. 15, 1878 to June 15, 1879, $564.27

The Secretary laid before the Board the account of E.
J. Berry, Timber Agent, for moneys received by him for
timber cut upon State lands, and payments made for pro-
tecting same and for the Sherifl’s commissions, showing a

11‘31](@ due the Fund of $1474.76; which account wasg
approved and referred to the Treasurer. )

Ordered, That the Secretary request Mr. E. J. Derry,
Timber Agent, to send in his account for survering and
expenses monthly, whenever practicable.

The Secretary laid before the Board an applicition
from John A. Macdonald for a deed to his wife, Mary A.
Macdonali, for Lot No. 2, Section 29, 'T. 19, 8. R. 30, E,
purchaged by her in 1874 throngh Williams, Swamm and
Corley, but the entry whereof does not appedr npon the
books and plats; which was referred to the Salesman and
Treasurer fo ascertain whether said land was paid for
by Mrs. M (dnnd]d

The U. 8. Circuit Court having made an mdrr that the
Trefv-,urer mw&t the moneys in his hands belonging to
the Sinking Fund of the Florida Atiantic and Gulf Cen-
iral Railread, amounting to five thousand dollars, the
Treasurer was instrocted to make & temporary invest
ment in honds of the State of Flovida until it can be
ascertained at what price the bonds of tha Florida, At
lantic arnd Gulf Central Railroad Company ean be pur-
chaged.

The Board then adjourued.

Altest: GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

-



Tallahassee, Flovida, -Tuly 19th, 1879,

The Board met in the Attorney Geueral’s Gilice.

Pregent: Walter Gwynn, Treaserer

Columbus Drew, Compiroiler.
George P, R:umy. Attorney General,

The Comptroller acted as President pro tem.

The Attorney General acted as Secretary pro ten.

The accounts of Charles H. Foster, Clevk of the Su-
preme Court, for five 45-100 doliars and of Alexander
Mosely, Sheriff of said Court, in the case of W. A, C.
Benbow vs. Marquis & Co., were approved aud ordeved
paid, the account of Mosely, Sherift, being Three 72100
dollars said case being a suit of replevin growing out of
trespass on the public lands.

The Bourd then adjourned.

Attest: C. DREW, President pra Lem.

GEO. P. RANEY, Secretary pro tem.

Tallahassee, Florida, Aug. 2d, 1879.

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

Mr. Barton D. Jones, one of the Agents appointed by,
the Department of the Interior at Washington to inves-
tigate the claim of the State of Florida for indemnity for
lands selected for the State as “Swamp Lands” and sold
by the United States after the 28th September, 1850, and
prior to March 3, 1857, appeared before the Board, and
read the instruections from the Department of the Inte-
rior respecting the manner of examining said lands and
obtaining evidence regarding their swampy character.

The Goyernor l‘lld before the Board a letter from
James M. Baker, Esq., asking a payment on account of
professional gervices in the suit of Vose vs. The Trus-
tees.

Ordered, That one hundred dollars be paid to Mr.
Baker on account of said services.

The followimg accounts were presented & approved.
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For Postage for Salesman’s Office.............. $22.37
E. J. Berry, Timber Agent, for expenses from June
16y to. Angnst 1, TRFOLLL o0 eSS AN eI e $91.50

Application was received from .James Masters for the
cancellation of Entry No. 7183 made Nov. 10, 1875, which
eniry was illegal tor the reason that the lands embraced
therein, to wit: the NW# of SW1 of Section 27, T. §, 8.,
R. 28, E., was not the property of the Internal Improve-
emtn Fund, and said application being accompanied
with o deed of relingquishment it was ordered that said
entry be cancelled, and that the Treasurer refund to Mr.
Magters forty dollars the amount paid by him for the
purchase of said tract,

The Board then adjourned,

GEO, F. DREW,
President.
Attest :
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, Aung. 8 1879.
The Board met in the Executive Office.
Present: George F. Drew Governor.
Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
The following resolution wag unanimously adopted:
Resolved, That the President of the Board of Trustees
be and he is hereby authorvized to appoint L. B. Womb-
well Agent to look into and examine all the accounts and

vouchers filed by Messrs. A. B. Hawking and Sherman .

Jonant. as Receivers of the Jacksonville, Pensacola and
Mobile Railroad, in the office of Philip Walter, Clerk of
the Cirenit and Distriet Courts of the United States for
the Northern District of Florida, and to make a report
of the said examination to the Board of Trustees, and
the said Wombwell iz anthorized to call in to his assist-
ance any person familiar with Railroad business.

The Board then adjourned.

GEO. F. DREW,
President.

Attest:

Eecretary pro tem.
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Tallahassee, Florida, Aug. 9, 1879.

The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund met in the Executive Office, August 9, 1879,

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
TImmigration.

Gien. Ankeny, Mr. E. A. Protois, and Mr. B. D. .Jones,
Agents appointed by the Departrment of the Interior, o
examine and veport upon the Lands selected for the State
of Florida as “Swamp Lands” under the Act of Congress
of September 28, 1850, and sold by the United States
after the passage of that Aet and prior to March 3, 1857,
and for which the State claims indemnity, appeared be-
fore the Board and stated their readiness fo commence
the work of investigation in a few days. Some time
was spent in considering the best manner of prosecuting
the examination and getting the testimony to establish
the character of the lands. The Trustees agreed that
they would employ a surveyor and chainbearers to accom-
pany each of said Agents, and that the testimony might
be procured and taken from time to time as the examina-
tion proceeded without requiring any specified notice of
time and place. The Board selected for surveyors M. A.
Williams, and Charles F. Hopkins of Jacksonvilfe and
H. 8. Duval of Gadsden County.

The Secretary placed befot the Board the protest of cer-
tain citizens of Levy County against the appointment of
Louis J. Brush as Special Agent at Cedar Keys for the
collection of stumpage and claiming that the Sheriif,
Mr. Jackson, is fairly entitled to the appointment. This
protest is signed by W. J. Jones, State Senator, W. W.
Clyatt, member of the Assembly, and Messrs. N. R. Car-
ter, J. Ira Gore, 8. Quincey, James M. Barco and L. Z.
Lewis, members of the Democratic Executive Committee
of Levy County.

Also, a communication from Louis J. Brush in which
he claims that an agent should be appointed at Cedar
Keys to receive the cedar and other timber cut in Taylor.
Lafayette, Levy and Hernando counties, and collect the
stumpage thereon, and that to appoint the Sheriffs in
each county to collect the stumpage therein would be
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against {he interest o¥ the Fund and the convenience of the
cutters and purchasers of timber.

Also, a communication from W. J. Jones, enclosing a |
petition from 175 citizens of Levy county asking that H. l
P. Jackson, the Sheriff of that county, be aunthorized to
act as Agent of the Board to collect stumpage. . )

No motion was made to change the former action of H
the Board in the matter of appeinting Special Agents
for the collection of stumpage.

The Secretary laid before the Board a letter from C, 1
T. Jenkins expressing his willingness to accept the j
Ageney at Bay Port for the collection of stumpage, pro-
vided he is also authorized to colleet what is due from
trespassers upon lands in Hernando county committed
before the adoption of the Stumpage system,

On molion, it was ordered, That ¢C. T. Jenkins be au-
thorized to prosecute all trespassers upon the lands be-
longing to the Internal Tmprovement Fund in Hernando |
connty; and he is further aunthorized to make such ar
rangements with persons who have unlawfully cut the
timber upon said lands as in his judgment may be best
for the interests of the fund, and receive payment of such
amount as may be agreed upon, and upon such payment
to give a full release or acquittance therefor. .

Mr!J. Halee, of Orange county, was appointed Speeial
Agent for the collection of stumpage on timber cut in the
vieinity of Lakes Jesup and Harney, Fort Christmas and
Econlockhatchie River.

Letters were received on hehalf of Dr. A. . Hodges,
C. Q. Nevitt and T. J. Cook, asking that permits be not
given to other parties to eut timber in the Districts re.
spectively embraced in the permits granted to them.

The Secretary was instructed fo inform these persons
that the Board is unwilling to grant the exclusive priv-
ilege of cutting timber in any district to any one or more
persons.

The following bills were presented and approved:

A. N. Pacetti, Sheriff of St. Johns County, for ex- '
amining and sur veying Cedar Camp in T. 8, 5., J
R 28, Tl 0o e sl it e e $1760

The same for similar servieces in T. 6, R. 28...... 25.60 [
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George R. Frisbee, County SBurveyor, for surveying
lands in Clay County to investigate trespass.... 18.20
K. F. Taylor, Attorney, for profession services
assisting E. J. Berry, Timber Agent............ 50.00
The Board then adjourned.
GEO. F. DREW,
President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, August 14, 1879.
The Board met in the Comptroller’s Office.
Present: Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.
A. N. Paeetti, of St. Augustine, was appointed the
Special Agent of the Board for the collection of stump-
e for timber cut in 8t. Johns County.
The Board then adjourned.
: C. DREW,
President pro tem.
Attest:
/ HUGH A. CORLEY,
Secretary,

Tallahassee, Florida, August 15, 187).

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Tmmigration.

Messrs. Protois, Ankeny and Jones, the Agents cf the
U. 8. Land Department for the investigation of the
Bwamp land elaims of the State, and Mr. I. Coryell rep-
resenting Mr. 8. I. Wailes, the State Agent for the pros-

22 1. L.

4
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ecution of said claims, were present with the Board, and
a discussion was had as to the most ceonvenient and
economical plan of proceeding to the examination of the
lands and the taking of testimony. No official action
was taken by the Board, it being left to said Agents and
Mr. Coryell to make arrvangements satisfactory to all
parties.

The Secretary laid before the Board a letter from Mr,
Berry, the Timber Agent, stating the present low price
of shingles and reconinending that the stumpage price
thereof be reduced to twenty-five cents per thousand:
Whereupon, it was

Ordered, That the price for getting shingles from the
lands belonging to the fund be reduced from fifty cents
to twenty-five cents per thousaud.

The Board then adjourned.

GEO. F. DREW,
’ President.
Attest:
Hugh A. Corley,
Necretary. .

Tallahassee, Florida, August 28, 1879.

The Board wmet in the Executive Office.

Present; George F. Drew, Governor.

" Columbus Drew. Comptroller,
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Tmmigration.

John €. Chambers, President of the Midland Railway,
Drainage and Canal Company, appeared before the Roard
for the purpose of entering into a contract with the Trus-
tees, for the drainage of the overflowed lands mentioned
in the Act incorporating said Company (Chapter 3174
of the Laws of Florida). The matter was referred to My.
Corley and My, Chambers to draw up a contract and pre-
gent it to-morrow for the action of the Board.

The Secretary laid before the Board a communication
from 62 citizens of the cedar helt on the Gulf Coast, ap-
proving the action of the Board in relation to stumpage
and the appointment of Special Agents to collect it
Which was read and placed on file.
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The Secretary laid before the Doard a communication
from James H. Stephens, of Deadman’s Bay, complain-
ing of regulations requiring cedar cut in that neighbor-
hood to be delivered at Cedar Keys. Which was read

- and referred to the Secretary for veply.

John Theobald was appointed Special Agent for the
collection of stumpage in Franklin County.

A letter was received from J. W. C. P'ariier ingquiring
whether the tops and branches of cedar, after the logs
had been gotten out, might be used by the cutter for de-
westic purposes.

The Secretary was instructed fo inform Mr. Parker
that the Board does not object to such use. .

The Board then adjourned.

GEO. ¥. DREW,
President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY,
Recretary.

a .

Tallahassee, Florida, August 28, 1879.
The Board met in the Executive Office,
Present: George F. Drew, Governor.
Columbus Drew, Comptroller,
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. ’
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &

Immigration.
The following accounts were presented and approved:
W. U. Telegraph Company, for telegraphing ... .8 2.05
M. A. Williams, Coms. on sales in July .......... 24.12

The Board resumed the consideration of the proposi-
tion of the Midland Railway, Drainage and Canal Com-
pany for a contract to reclaim the swamp lands specified
in the Act of the Legislature incorporating said Com-
pany, and the following vesolutions were unanimously
adopted :

Whereas, The Midland Railway, Drainage and Canal
Company was created a body corporate by an act of the
Legislature of Florida approved March 5, 1879, and by
said Act was authorized to drain and reclaim certain
public lands in the State of Florida: And Whereas, Said
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Company has notified the Trustees of the Internal Im-
provement TPund of said State of its intention to effect
the drainage and reclamation of the following described

lands, provided the said Trustees will grant to it a pro-

portion of said lands sufficient to justify it in the per-
formance of the work, to wit:

1. Tke drainage and reclamation of the adjacent publio
lands, and the improvement of navigation on the Kissim-
mee river, by the construetion of a navigable and perma-
nent channel from the Southern terminus of its rallwa.y
to Lake Okeechobee.

2. The drainage and reclamation of the adjacent publie
lands and the opening of a navigable route by the con-
struction of a canal from Lake Okeechobee to the head
of navigition on the Caloosahatchie river.

3. The drainage and reclamation of the adjacent publie
langs and the improvement of pavigation on the Caloosa-
hatchie friver, by the construction of a mnavigahle and
permanent channel from the above mentioned ecanal to
Charlotte Harbor on the Gulf Coast. ¥

== E : alt oL,
4. The drainage and reclamation of the adjacent publie

lands and the opening of a navigable route by the cen-
struction ¢f a canal from Lake Okeechobee to snch point
on the Indian river, the Atlantie Coast or Lake Worth as
may be deemed most accessible and expedient.

5. The drainage and reclamation of the adjacent publie
lands and the opening of a navigable ronte by the com-
struction of a canal from the head of navigation on the
Kissimmee river to the waters of the St. Johms river, and
the improvement of the channel thereof from the present
head of navigation to its source.

6. The drainage and reclamation of the adiarent public
lands and the opening of a navigable route by the con-
struction of a canal from Lake Washington, on the wa.
ters of the 8t. Johns river, to the Indian River.

And Whereas, the performance of these works of inter-
nal improvement would. in the opinion of this Board, be
of vast importauce to the State in opening up for scitle-
ment a large portion of the State now ungecupied and
unfit for settlement, and would greatly enhance the value
of the adjacent lands belonging to the Internal Improve-
ment Fund.
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Now, Therefore, in consideration of the premises,

Be it Resolved by the Board of Trustees of the interaal
Improvement Fund of the State of Florida, That, for the
due performance of the work of drainage and reclimation
hereinbefore specified, we will grant and convey to the
said Midland Railway, Drainage and Canal Company all
the swamp and overflowed lands new or hereafler helong-
ing to the infernal Improvement Fund, lying in the odd
numbered sections, which shall be drained and reclaimed
from inundation and overflow by means of the work done
by said Company in making the improvemenis aforesaid:
Provided. however. that this grant is subject to all the
conditions, limitations and restrictions embraced in  the
act incorporating said Company: and any forfeiture of
the privileges and franchises granted in said act shall
also work as a forfeiture of any benefits under these reso-
Tutions. d

Be it further Resolved, That the land herein mentioned
shall be confirmed and conveyed to said Company only as
the work progresses, that is to say: When any one of {he
works of reclamation and drainage hereinbefore mention-
ed shall have been completed by said Company, as pro-
vided in the act of incorporation. then said Company
shall be entitled to receive the lands drained and reclaim-
ed by it as provided in the foregoing resolution; aud so.
from time to time, until the whole work is cowmpletnd.
When any one of said works of improvement shall he
completed. and the said Company shall notify the ‘I'rus.
tees thereof and furnish a list of the lands which they
claim have been drained and reclaimed ‘thereb:. this
Board will appoint a competent person to examine said
work and said lands. and report thereon: and if. upon
such examination, it shall appear chat said lands have
been drained and reclaimed from inundation and over-
flow by the work aforesaid, a deed shall be made convey-
ing to the said Company the lands to which it is entitled
under these Resolutions.

John C. Chambers, President of the Midlard Railway,
Drainage and Canal Company, being present, did aolify
the Board that on behalf of said Company he accepted
the terms of the foregoing resolutions. 5



Sd2

The Bouard then adjourned.
Attent: GEO. F. DREW, President.
HUGH A, CORLEY. Secretary.,

Tallahassee, Florida, Septembers 3, 1879,

The Board met in the Comptroller’s Office.

Present:  Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
[migration.

Walter Gwynn presented his account for expenses in
attending the U. 8. Court in Jacksonville in June, and
for express charges and telegraphing amounting to $19.50
which was approved andgordered paid,

The Board then adjonrned.

GEO. F. DREW,
President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, September 6, 1879.

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration,

An application was received for the appointment of
Thomas R. McCullongh as Special Agent for the collee-
tion of stumpage on the north side of Choctawhatchis
Bay; which was read and postponed until the return of
Mr. Berry, Timber Agent,

Arthur T. Willinms was appointed &pecial Agent for
the collection of stumpage in Duval county. )

The application hy Mary A. Macdonald for a deed to
Lot No. 2. Section 29, Township 19, South, Range 30,
Lasf, whkch tract was purchased by her ihrough Wil
liams, Bwann & Corley in June, 1874, was taken up for
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consideration, and the Salesman and Treasurer havimg
reported that the purchase money for gaid land was paid
aver to the Trenstees, it wras Ordered, That the  Trnsiees
will execute a deed conveying said land to the said Mary
A. Macdonald.

A letter was received from T. €. 8. Crosby, who had
purchased lands lying in Sections 9 and 15, Township S,
South, Range 29, East, which lie within the limits of the
grant to the St. Johns Railway Company., asking the
privilege of surrendering said lands and locating others
in lien therveof.

Ordered, That the Secretary inform Mr. Croshy that
the Board will allow him to locate other lands beionging
to the Fund in lieu of the lands so entered to the amonnt
of the purchase money paid for the lands surrendered.

The following resolution wag adopted :

Ordered, That the Ralesman be instructed to restore
to market the even numbered sections of land within six
miles of the route of the I'eninsular Railroad, which were
withdrawn from sale on the 21st of September last; Pro-
vided, That where any of said lands have been applied
for during the time when they were reserved from saje,
the Salesman shall notify the applicants that the lands
are subject to entry, and shall allow them sixty days
from this date to make payment for the lands applied
for.

The following resolution was adopted:

Resolved, That the secale of prices of the swamp and
overflowed lands be further extended as follows, to wit:

For more than 640 acres and not exceeding 2.000 acres,
in one body, seventy cents per acre.

For more than 2,000 and not exceeding 10,000 acres,
in bodies of not less than 640 acres, sixty-five cents per
acre,

For more than 10,008 and not excéeding 50,000 acres,
In bodies of not less than 5,000 neres, sixty cents per acre.

For more than 50,000 and not exceeding 100,000 acres,
in bodies of not less than 5,000 acres, fifty-five cents per
acre.

For more than 100,000 acres, in hodies of not less than
5,000 acres, fifiy cents per acre.

The account of M. A. Williams, fer commissions on
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sales in August, amounting to $247.70, was presented,
approved and ordered paid.
The Board then adjourned.
GEO. F. DREW,
President.
Aftest: :
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, October 11, 1879.
The Board met in the State Land Office.
Present: Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer,
George P. Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. C'r('ley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigmtion. i
The Commissioner laid before the Board a letter from
E. J. Berry, stating that Mr. Brush, the Special Agent
for the collection of stumpage at that poeint, is absent,
and had appointed a deputy to attend to his business.
The Secretary was instructed to write to Mr. Brush
and atate that he has no power to appoint a deputy, and
that he is expected to give his personal attention to the
duties of his agency. |
On motion, Mr. E. J. Berry was appointed Speeial
Agent ad interim at Cedar Keys during the absence of
Mr. Brush.
The Board then adjourned. ;

C. DREW,
President pro tem.
Attest:

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secy.

Tallahassee, Florida, October 30, 1879.
The Board met in the Executive Office.
Present: George T. Drew. Governor.
Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
George P. Raney, Attorney General
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration. -
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The Governor laid before the Board of Trustees a let-
ter from ihe Commissicner of the General Land Office
stating that certain lands in Section 26, 27 and 34, Town-
ship 31, Scuth, Range 24, East, which had been selected
by the State for Internal Improvements, were subse-
quently entered under the Homestead aet by .Julius C.
Rockener and Solomon Godwin. That said selections
have not yet been approved to the State. but fthat the
homestead entries were erroneously allowed by the Reg-
ister of the Gainesville Land Office. That the parties
were notified that their entries were held for eancellation.
That they have represented to the Department that {heir
entries were made in good faith, and that they have placed
very valuable improvements on the land. The Conmmis-
gioner states that it is not in hig power to alford relief
to said parties, unless the h‘u@:mthm-itie's will ralin-
guish the lands to the Government, and invokes favorable
action in the matter.

Which communication was referred to the Commis-

gioner of Lands and Immigration for investigation and
report.
. Entry No. 8981, h\‘ }'liidh B. Sparkman of the &W{ of
BW31 Section 20, T. 28, 8., R. 20, ., made Sepremhber 26,
lq(’), for which no dP?d was ever execufed, was canceled
on the ground of mistake, and the Treasurer divected to
refund the purchase money paid therefor, wmomniing to
thirty-nine dollars and ninety-six cents.

Patent No. 19, Tallahassee Land District and Patent
No. 1, Gainesville Land District, embracing lands selected
for the State prior to 1861. and not heretofore paiented,
amounting to 16,873.73 acres, having heen received, and
having heen procured through 8. 1. Wailes, the Agent of
the State in Washington. the Salesmian was instrocted to
permit Mr. Wailes to enter lands under his contract
amounting to 1,349.90 acres, being eight per cent. of the
quantity patented as aforesaid.

A communication was received from J. W. Scoty dJr.,
living near the St. Johns River in St. Johns County, ask-
ing permission to cut dead pme for cord wood as fuel for
steam-boats navigating the river.

Ordered, That the permission asked for be granfed to
Mr. Scott on the condition of payment of ° twenty-five
cents for each cord of dead wood wat upon State land.
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The Treasurer reported the following receipts from
stumpage paid over by Agents:
By John Theobald, at Apalachicola, $20.65.
By W. H. Hutchinson, at Pensacola, $18.75.
By A. N .Pacetti. St. Johns County, $13.90,
The following accounts were approved, and ordeved
paid:
M. A. Williams, Coms. on Sales in September, 570,15,
C. A. Bryan, Jr., Binding for Balesman’s Office, S2.50.
E. J. Berry. Timber Ageni, Expenses in Augnst, $89.65.
Postage for Salesman’s Office, $24.16.
The Board then adjourned.
Attest : GEO. F. DREW, President.
HUGH A. CORLLY, Secretary,

)

-
Tallahassee, Florida, November 1, 1879,

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: George F. Drew, Gevernor.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George . Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

A communication was received from Louis J. Tirush re-
wigning the appointment of Special Agent at Cedar Keys
for the collection of stumpage ; which resignation was ac-
cepted.

The Board appointed H. Porter Jackson as Speeial
Agent at ¢Cedar Keys for the collection of stumpage in the
place of Lounis .J. Brush, resigned.

The Commissioner of TLands and Tmmigration to whom
was referred the letter to Governor Drew from the General
Land Office respecting eertain lands selected by the State
for Internal Improvement purposes but which were afrer-
wards entered by Julius . Rockener and Solomon God-
win as homesteads, reported that the facts were as s!ated
in the letter of Commissioner of the General Land Office,
and that the selections had not yet heen confirmed to the
State.

Ordered, That the Commissioner of Lands and Tmmigra-

tion withdraw the following selections for Internal Im-
provements and relinquish the claim of the State thereto,
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to wit: The SW1 of SW] Section 26, 8W] of SE} Sec-
tion 27, NE1 of \I-,h SE} of NWi, XW1 of SE! and Ef
of 8W1, Section 34, Township 31, South, Range 25, 1last,
the same being the lands entered under the Homestenad
act by Julius C .Rockener and Solomon Godwin.

A communication was received from James H. Sfephens,
of Taylor County, complaunntv of irregularity by !-I. J.
Berry, Timber Agent, in his official duties in Taylor and
Lafayette counties: and also am extract from the pre-
sentment of the Grand Jury of Taylor County referring
to the charges of Mr. Stephens against Mr. Berry

The Secretary was instructed to notify Mr. Berry of the
complaints made, and to request him to come hefore the
Board next week and explain the matters complained of.

A communication was received from .John C. Chambers,
President of the Midland Railways Drainage and Canal
Company stating that the Company had placed a Stean-
boat upon Lake Kissimmee with a Topographical and Civil
Engineer. with the intention of proceeding to Lake Okoee-
chobee for the purpose of commencing the work of digging
a canal connecting said Lake with the Caloosahatehie
river, and expressing great apprehension that upon ibe
commencement of their work the lands adjacent to the
river would be speedily enfered at the Land Office, 1o the
detriment of the Company’s interests, and requesting that
the lands to which they would be entitled on completing
their work be reserved from sale.

The Secretary was instructed to reply to Capt. <ham-
bers that the Board do not consider it expedient fo reserve
lands from sale as requested.

The following bills were presented and approved:

H. A. Cerley, Salesman, Iixpress chavges and telegraph-
ing during August, September & October, $7.70.

L. B. Wombwell, expenses 2 trips to Jacksonville ts
examine the aceounts of R. R. Receivers, $49.50.

M. A. Williams, Coms. on Sales in October, £27.13.

On motion, the Board reconsidered the action had on
the 6th September upon the letter of Mr, T. (\. 3. Urosby,
allowing him to locate other lands in lien of thrwc- entered
by him several years ago in the odd numbered Sections
within Six miles of the 8t. Johns Railwax ; and the Scepe-
t€ry was instrueted to eommunicate with the officers of
said Railway Company and inguire how they prepose to
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adjust their cJaim for the lands sold by the Trustees with-
in gix miles of their road. :

The Board then adjourned.
‘Attest : GEO. F. DREW, President,
HUGH A. CORLEY, Commigsioner.

Tallahassee, Nov. 13th, 1879,
The Board met in the Treasurer’'s Office.

Present: Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
Geo. P. Raney, Atty. Genl.

The Comptiroller acted as President pro tem and the At-
torney (General as Secretary pro tem. The
Attorney General laid hefore the Board a letter
from Hon. D. L. Yulee requesting that the even-numhered
Bections of land within six miles of the Waldo and Ocala
Railroad —which were restored to the market by a resolu-
tion passed Sept. 6.—be again withdrawn whereupon the
following resolution was adopted: .

Resolred, That no sales shall be made for the period of
twenty days from this date of lands lying on either side of
and within six miles of the Peninsular Railway and that
the agents for the sale of land be so notified and directed
in case any applications for the purchase of said land er
any part there of is made to notify the applicants {hat
the propriety of selling the same is under consideration.
and to note the time of all applications to purchase in
order that the person or persons first applying may have
the preferred right to purchase in case said lands shall be
restored 1o market.

The Board then adjourned.
Attest : i C. DREW, President Pro tem.
GEQ. P. RANEY, Fecretary pro tem.
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Tallaliassee, Nov. 17th, 1879
The Board met in the Executive Office.
Present: George F. Drew, Governor.
C. Drew, (Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
Geo. P. Raney, Attorney (General
The Attorney General acted as Secretary pro tem.
The following resolution was unanimously acopted:
Whereas, application has at different times, been made
to this Board by different parties proposing to build a ~l.ip
canal across this State, for the purpose ot ascertaining
upon what terms this Board will sell lands to persons
who may construct such canal; and whereas the Roard
desires to lend all reasonable encouragement to the sccom-
plishment of such a project, Resolved, That the Board will
gell to any company having ability to carry out the project
and buna fide undertaking and prosecuting the same, :iny
lands belonging to it and lying on either side of the two
hundred feet right of way granted by the Act entifled “An
Act to Provide a General Law for the Incorporation of
Railroads and Canals” approved Feby. 19th, 1874, and
within one eighth of a mile of the limif of said two hun-
dred feet, at five cents per acre. but none of said lands
will be reserved from sale until there shall have been
made and filed in the Office of the Secretary of Stafe of
this State a working survey of the ecanal proposed. Such
sale will not be made unless the survey is filed within nine
months from the 17th day of November, A. D. 1879; and
Resolved, further, That this Board will (provided the Leg-
islature shall recommend and authorize it) sell to  anv
such company, after the actnal construction of the canal
shall have been commenced, and is being carried on in
good faith, two million acres of land at 30 ecents per
acre, in bodies of not less than 10,000 acres, not Iess than
100,000 acres to be sold at any oune time; and after the
eompletion of the canal, said company may purchase in
like manner 1,000,000 acres additional at five ccnts per
acre. No reservation shall be made by this Board of anv
lands from sale except those within the limit of one
eighth of a mile from the said fwo hundred feet Timit and
these shall not be reserved for longer than fve years.
Should any such company in any manner acquire the
alternate sections of land within six miles of said canal
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the remaining sections within such limit of six miles will
not be subject to sale to said company at any of the prices
aforesiid, except that portion of the same within the said
one eighth mile limit. This resolution is not intended to
give preference fo any particular company.

Account of R. F. Taylor. for professional serviees ag-
sisting E. J. Berry State Timber Agent, for 5000 was
approved and ordered paid.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest GEO. F. DREW, President,

GEO. ', RANLEY, Secretary pro tem.

Tallahassee, Nov. 19th, 1879.

The Board met in the Attorney General's Office.

Present: C, Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer,
Geo. . Raney, Attorney General.

The Comptroller acted as President pro tem.

A letter from E. J. Berry, Timber Agent, in answer to
certain charges brought against him by .J. H. Stephens
was laid before the Board. Consideration of the same
was postponed.

The following: accounts were approved and ordered

paid:

M. A. Williams, Comms. from 1 to 17th inst., in
i AP S I L ) e £ 0 s L ... 3664.97

E. J. Ben\ F\pensps\ for Sept. & Oct ............ U864
The Board then adjourned. 1

Attest: . DREW,

President pro tem.
GEQ. P. RANEY,
Becretary pro tem.

Tallahassee, Nov. 20th, 1879,
The Board met in the Executive Office.
Present: Geo. F. Drew, Governor.
C. Drew, Comptroller,
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
Geo. . Raney, Atty. Genl.
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*  The following resohution was unanimously adopted:
Whereas. Patents Nos, 17 and 18 of former Tampa
now Gainesyille Land District, embracing lands selected
for the State since the War, and not heretofore patented,
amounting to 895,875.02 having been received amd hav-
ing been prgcured through Mr. 8. 1. Wailes, the Agent
for the State in Washington, Resolved, That the Sales-
man be instructed to allow Mr. Wailes to enter lands un-
der his contract to the amount of 817,917.50 that amount
being his commissions on said patents, at the rate of 2
cts. per acre for each acre patented as per Resolution of
Oct. 19th, 1878,
The Board then adjourned.
GEQ. F. DREW,
President.
Attest:
GEO. P. RANEY, Secretary pro tem.

Tallahassee, Florida, December 8, 1879.
The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: Geo. F. Drew, Governor.
Columbus Drew, Comptroller,
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration,

The account of Charles F. Hopkins for services and
expenses as State Agent in examining Bwamp lands,
amounting fo $163.92 was presented. The Board ap-
proved said account to the amount of $146.77 and sus-
pended items amounting to $17.15.

The ‘Board then adjourned.

GEO. F. DREW,
President.
Attest:

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.
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Tallahassee, Florida, December 29, 1879.
The Board met in the Secretary of State’s Office.

Present: Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
George P. Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

The following resolution was unanimously adopted:

Resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Imternal Im-
provement Fund of the State of Florida, That there ba
and is hereby granted to James R. Mims and Rufus Mil-
ligan, and their assigns, the survivor of them and the
heirs and assigns of such survivor, in consideration of
the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars paid to said
Board, the right of way for the width of fifty feet for
the purpose of dizging and eutting a canal through the
hereinalter described lands, lying and being in the county
of Santa Rosa, in the State aforesaid, to wit:

The South West quarter of the North West quarter of
Section Two; the South East quarter of the North East

quarter, the North West quarter of the South East quur-

ter, the North East quarter of the South West quarter,
and the West half of the South West quarter of Section
Three; the Bast Lalf of the South Kast quarter of See-
tion Four; the Itast half of the North East quarter, and
the East half of the Seuth Easl quarter of Hection Ninej
the South half of the South BEast quarter of Section Ten;
the Hast half of the North West gquarter, and the North
West quarter of the North West quarter of Section
Eleven; the North West quarter of the North East quar-
ter, the East half of the North West quarter, and the
South West quarier of the North West quarter of See-
tion Fifteen, in Township Five, North, of Range Twenty
Beven, West.

The Lot numbered Four of Section Twenty seven; the
Lot numbered One of Section Twenty-eight, the East half
of the North East quarter, and the East half of the South
East quarter of Section Thirty-three; the West half of
the North West quarter, the West half of the South West
quarter, and the South East quarter of the South East
quarter of Section Thirty-four; and the North East quar-
ter of the North West quarter, the South West quarter
of the North West quarter, and the North West quarter

B e h e o
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of the South West quarter of Section Thirty-five, in
Township Six, North, of Range Twenty-seven, West.

The North East quarter of the North East quarter, and
the West half of the South West quarter of section one;
the East half, and the North West quarter of Section
‘Two; the North West quarter and the West half of the
South West guarter of Section Twelve; in Townsh'p
Three. North, of Range Twenty-nine, West.

The West half of the South West quarter of Section
Twenty-five; the South West quarter of the Fouth East
quarter of Section Twenty-six: and the West half of the
North East quarter, and the East half of the North West
quarter of Section Twenty-seven; in Township Five,
North, of Range Twenty-nine, West,

Said canal or ditch to be of such depth as may be nec-
essary for floating logs; and said grantees to have the
right to use and appropriate within the limit of fifty feet
aforesaid any timber. stone or earth necessary in the
construction or repair of such canal or ditch, or necessary
to the use of the same, and to use and occupy any land
bordering on suid canal or ditch and lying within said
fifty feet which may be necessary for the use of said ditch
or canal for the purpose of floating logs as aforesaid.

Applicatiwl was received from Edward M. Lee for the
cancellation of Entry No. 4965 and the refunding of the
purchase money paid therefor, said entry having been
made December 27, 1867, upon the 81 of Lot No. 8, Sec-
tion 25, Township 1, South, Range 14, Fast, said land
mnever having been patented to the State of Florida.

Ordered, That said emtry be cancelled, and the pur-
chase money paid therefor (twenty dollars) he refunded.

An application was received from William C. Brown,
of Tampa, for the privilege of purchasing 8,100 acres of
land in Hillsborough county at less than the regular
price, accompanied with affidavits showing that none of
the lands are fit for settlement or cultivation.

Ordered, That said application be denied.

A communication was received from John C. Cham-
bers, President of the Midland Railway, Drainage and
Canal Company, complaining that the Board had not en-
couraged the enterprise of said Company, and inquiring

23 1. 1.
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at what price the Board would sell said Company one
million acres of land.

The Secretary was instructed to reply to Capt. Cham-
bers and say that the Board will agree to sell to said .
Company one willion acres of land at forty cents per acre
—the land to be selected in bodies of not less than
10,000 acres.

The Beard then adjourned. : o
WALTER GWYNN, i
President pro tem. |‘

Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY, ‘i
Secretary. :

Tallahassee, Florida. December 30, 1879.

The Board met in the Office of the Commissioner of
Lands and Immigration.

Present: Walter Gwynn, Treasurer,

George . Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Tmmigration.

The following accounts were presented agd approved:
M. A. Williams, for commissions on sales from

the 14th 1o 30th November .o it st iiies $ 95.17
Haley T. Blocker, salary and expenses as State

Agent in the RSwamp Land Indemnity investiga-

tion from November 1 to December 13, 1879, ... 12230

Mr. Raney offered the following resolution which was
unanimously adopted:

Resolved, That, whereas, General Henry R. Jack-
son, of Savannah, Georgia, has applied to this Board for
anthority to institute, in the name and on hehalf of said
Board, agmnct any person or persons who may be'liable
to such Board for the nnpaid balance due on the amount
of the purchase price for which the Pensacola and Geor-
¢ia Railroad and Tallahassee Railroad were sold by the
Trustees of the Internal Tmprovement Fund on the
twentieth day of March, A. D. 1869, whether such persons
were mmmall\ <0 liable or have hecome so since the sale,
such suit or suits as may be proper to recover such bal-
ance or any part thereof he, the said Henry R. Jackson
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is granfed such aunthority upon the following terms and
conditions:

Ist. Neither the Board nor the Fund shall be liable
for any costs, expenses or attorneys’ fees of such suit or
suits.

2nd. Any moneys recovered in such suit or suits shall
be paid over to this Board, or its successors, to he applied
under the Internal Tmprovement Aect to the satisfaction
of the bonds of the Pensacola and Georgia Railroad Com-
pany and Tallahassee Railroad Company issued under
the provisions of said act. provided any of the same shall
be ountstanding and unpaid.

drd. No suit shall be commenced which shall impair
the lien of the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund for the purchase mowey hid at such sales on said
railroads or any decree they may have enforcing the
same, or that shall interfere with the Trustees enforcing
guch decrees; Provided, however. that nothing herein
contained shall be construed to deny the right of General
dJackson to compensation out of any moneys recovered by
him, or to pay costs of the suits out of the same.

Mr. Raney offered the following resolution, which was
unanimously adopted:

Resolved, That the Attorney General be requested to
take such steps as may be proper to secure an ~arly hear-
ing of the appeals taken to the Supreme Court of the
United States in the case involving the Pensacola and
Georgia and Tallahassee Railroads, now known as the
Jacksonville, Pensacola and Mobile Railroad.

The Secretary laid befdre the Board the following com-
munication, accompanied with the list of lands therein
referred to:

Fernandina, Fla., Dee. 17th, 1879.
To the Trustees of the Internal Tmpt. Fund,

Tallahassee, Fla, '
Gentlemen :

By direction of the Atlantic, Gulf and West India
Transit Company I herewith enclose you copy of the list
(26.298.94-100 acres) of State lands, in the odd-numbered
sections, between the 6 mile parallels of the located (and
now partly completed) line that part of the main line
of said Railroad, known as the Peninsular Railway,
which was filed with you in 1876.



3ot

The Company now asks that this list of lands be offi-
cially recognized by the Trustees and certified to said
Company—it having now completed its line (from Fer-
nandina towuards Ocala) three and one half sections of
30 miles each. as contemplated in the 15th See. of the
Internal Impt. Act.

Respectfully,
SAML. A. SWANN, Land Agt. for Co.

On motion of Mr. Corley, it was

Ordered, That the Recretary notify the DPeninsular
Railway Company that the Trustees hold reserved from
sale all the oddnumbered sections of land belonging to*
the Fund within six miles of the route of the Peninsu-
lar Railway from Waldo to Ocala, but no list of the lands
granted to said Company can be certified by the Trus-
tees until said Company shall have completed thirty
miles of that portion of the line or route from Amelia
Tsland, on the Atlantie, to the waters of Tampa Bay, in
South Tlorida, which they are authorvized to construct,
and shall have furnished proof thereof.

The Secretary laid befove the Board the following com-
munication, accompanied with the list of lands t(herein
referred to:

Fernandina, Fla., Dec. 10th, 1379,
Hugh A. Corley,
Secy. Trustees 1. I. Fund,
Tallahassee, Fla.
Dear Sir:

At the request of the Peninsulgr Railway Compdny, 1
herewith enclose, and beg that you will place on file, a list
of about 7,000 acres of State land, selected for said Com-
pany from the even numbered sections within the 6 mile
limit of its road, and which said Company asks that you
will certify to it in lieu of an equal quantity of land con-
veyed by your Board to individual purchasers from Jands
in the odd-sections heretofore granted to the Florida R. R.
Co. for its Ocala extension.

Very Respectfully.
SAML. A. SWANN,
For Peninsular R. R. To.

Mr. Corley offered the following resolutions, which were
unanimously adopted:

Resolred, That the lands selected and applied for on
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behalf of the Peninsular Railway Company, Iving in ihe
even nunbered sections. as indemnity for and in lien of
lands lying in the odd-numbered sections within six miles
of the line or route of said Railway which have heen sold
by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement IMund, he
withdrawn from sale for sixty days, so as to afford an
oppertunity to said Peninsular Railway Company fo pro-
cure from the United States Cirenit Court an ovder or de-
cree authorizing or permitting this Board to convey said
lands to said Company.

Resolved further. That during the time of sucll reservi-
tion, all applications for any of said lands shall he noted
by the SBalesman and the applicants informed of the reser-
vation: and, if the lands shall thereafter be restored to
market, all such applicants shall have sixty Jdayvs’ notice
thereof and the privilege in that time tfo make ihe entry
in preference to all other persons.

The Board then adjourned. 3
Attest:: WALTER GWYNN, President pro tem.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee. Florida. December 51, 1R79.
The Board met in the Executive Oftfice.

Present: George F. Drew. Governor.
Columbus Drew. Compiroller.
Walter Gwynn. Treasurer.
George P. Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. Qorley, Commissioner of Tands &
Tmmigration.
The following bills were presented and approved :
Geo. P. Raney, Expenses of two trips to Jacksonville {o
attend the U. S. Conrt, and cash paid for costs, $49.40.
Hugh A. Corley. Expenses of trip to Jacksonville to at-
tend U. 8. Court, and telegrams on official lusiness,
£30.20.
Philip Walter, Clerk T7. 8. Court. Costs of Court, $15.75.
C. E. Dyke, for printing, $107.50.
~ The Board then adjourned.
Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.
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Tallahassee, Florida, January 10, 1880.

The Board met in the office of the Commissioner of
Lands and Immigration.

Present: Columbus Drew. Compiroller,

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney (General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Tmmigration.

On motion, Mr. Raney was anthorized to employ ITon.
C. W. Jones to represent the Trustees of the Tnierna I'm-
provement Fund in a motion hefore the Supreme Court of
the United States to advance npon the docket the Railroad
suits decided in Jacksonville and taken up on appe:l.

The Aftorney General laid hefore the BRoard a letter
from J. W. Arvchibald on behalf of parties desiring to con-
struct the Railroad from Jacksonville to 8t. Aungustine,
inguiring upon what terms the parties can purchase from
the Trustees the lands adjacent to the route of said road
and not einbraced in the land grant.

The Board decided that they would not sell sqid lands

«to said Company except at the regular prices fixed for the
lands. and such as would be required of any ather pur-
chaser.

T. J. Moore and .J. P, Granitham appearved hefore the

Joard representing the Aucilla and Waeissa Canal and
Navigation Company, and a conference was held with re-
spect to granting lands from the fund in aid of the enter-
prise, but no definite action was taken thereon.

The following accounts were approved:

Barton D. Jones, T7. 8. Special Agent, expen=e of teaimns
and board hill of . 8. DuVal, State Agent. $2L.00,

M. A. Williams, Coms. on sales in December, $178.23.

M. A. Williams, articles purchased in making Swamp
Tand Indemnity Investigation, $69.60.

Isaiah Geiger, men and teams and labor constructing
raft across Thomas Swamp. in Swamp Land Tndemnity
Tnvestigation, $5.00,

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: President pro tem.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.



359

Tallahassee, Florida, Jannary 14, 1850,

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew. Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasnrer.

George. P. Raney. Attorney General.

Hntrh A. Cor 1&1\ (‘mmuis:sinnl.‘l' of Lands &
I]'Il'llll“'l ation.

The Secretary laid before the Board a letter from Hon.
W. J. Jones upon the question of “Stumpage.” in w hich he
expresses the opinion that the “Stumpage system” is the
hest for the State and the people, provided the Agents act
promptly.

The following Special Agents for the protection of tim-
ber and the collection of Stumpage were appoinied:

J. 8, Dyches, for Sumter County.

James W. DeWitt, for Clay County.

J. W. Campbell. for Waltan Connty.

The district of D. Isaae Craft, Special Aegent in  Hills-
borough county for the collection of stumpage, was ex-
tended go as to emhmco that part of Manatee connty Iving
in Townships 33, 34 and 35, west of Range 23.

On motion. it was

Ordered. That the Special Agents for the collection of
stumpage he required fo give hond for the faithful dis-
charge of their duties. and the payment of all moneys
coming into their hands according to the regulations and
instructions of this Board: the bond of the Acent at Ce-
dar Keys fo be for one thousand dollars, and the bonds
of the other Agents to he for five hundred dollarz.

Ordered. That the Special Agents be required to report
monthly their collections. &e.

Ordered. That stampage be charged upon dead and fal-
len pine for fuel at 25 cents per cord.

A letter was received from . W. Moody for permis-
sion to cut cross-iies upon the State land at stumpagze
rates.

The Secretary was instructed to inform My, Moody that
the Trustees are not willing to "l”OW the cutting of fim-
ber for cross-ties npon the lands ho]nnrrmw to the FunA.

The Governor laid hefore the Board a communication
from the Senator and Representatives from Hernando
county asking the removal of C. T. Jenkins, Special MAgent
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in said county for the collection of Stumpage. upon the
ground that said Jenkins is himself an extensive timber
dealer.

The Secretary was instructed to write to Mr. Jenkins
and inquire into the correctness of the statement (hat he
is a timber dealer, .

Mre. E. J. Berry, Timber Agent, presented his zecount
for expenses during the months of November and Decem-
ber, 1879, amounting to $103.45; which account was ap-
proved; and the Secretary was instructed to call Mr.
serry’s attention to the order made some time ago requir-
mg him to send forward his accounts monthly.

A bill for postage and box rent for Salesman’s office
amounting to $13.98 was presented and approvec.

The following resolutions were unanimonsly adopted:

tesolved, That the resolutions adopted by the Poard
November 17, 18749, for the sale of lands fo any company
constructing a ship canal across the State of Flovida e
so modified and amended that the sale contemplated in
the first resolution will be made to any company liling
the survey of its route within twelve months froin ihe
17th day of November, A. D. 1879.

Resolved, further, That after the construection of the
canal shall have been commenced and is heing carried on
in good faith, if the Company are unwilling to await the
recommendation and authovity of the Legislature for mak-
ing the =ale of lands as set forth in the second of said res-
olutions, this Board will sell to said Company three mil-
lions acres of land at thirty cents per acre, fo be se-
lected in bodies of not less than ten thousand acres.

The Boaxd then adjourned.

Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida. Janunary 24, 1380.
The Board met in the Executive Office,
Present: George F. Drew, Governor.
Colnmbus Drew, Comptroller,
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. '
George P. Raney, Attorney General,
. Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Tmmigration.
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A communication was received from [. Covyell. on be-
half of the Atlantic Coast Steamboat, Canal and §In-
provement Company, a company incorporated noder the
general laws of the State for the -purpose of cutting ca-
nals and improving channels so as to afford navigable
water communication from the Saint Johns river to
Lake Worth, applyving to the Board for such donation of
the publie lands as may be deemed proper in carrying out
the enterprize. Which was read and referred to the Com-
missioner of Lands and Tmmigration for reply.

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration laid be-
fore the Board the bond of Adolplins N. Pacett), special
Timber Agent for St. Johus county, with B. F. Oliveros
and George 8. Greeno ds sureties; which bond was ap-
proved. |

The following special agents for the prevention of {res-
pass and the eollection of stumpage were appointed:

Thomas W. Shine. for Orange county, excepr the dis-
triet heretofore assigned to J. H. Lee. 4

J. J. Johnson, for Lafayerte county.

John €. Henryv. for Columbia county.

The district assigned to J. W. Campbell was mo:dified
g0 as to emurace all of Walton and Holmes counties west
of the Choctawahatchie river and north of Township one,
North.

The following accounts were presented and approved :

W. R. Wilson, for 1 set of wagon harness in Swamp
Land Indemiity Investication, $17.00,

H. 8. DuVal. one month's salary and expenses as specinl
agent in Swamp Land Indemnity Tovestigation, S111.00,

C. A. Bryan, Jr., for raling and binding two volmnes
“Register of Entries of Bwamp Lands” for the Salesman’s
office, $18.00.

The following resolutions were unanimonsly adopted:

Resolved, That all permits to cut timber aon State lands
hereafter granted shall specify the nnmbers of ihe land
upon which permission to eut is  given, and no  permit
shall embrace more than 640 acres, or one section of land,
and all such permits shall give the exclusive right to ecut
timber upon the lands mentioned therein. '

Resolved, further., That all permits heretofore given in
which the numbers of the land are not specified, or which
embrace a larger quantity than six hundred and forty



acres, or one section of land, shall expire on the first day
of April rext. Any person having a permit may surien-
der it at any time and obtain another.

Ordered. That the Nalesman give notice of said resoln-
tions to the Timber Agents and other parties interested
therein.

The Board then adjourned.
Attest ; GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallnhassee, Florida, January 31, 1880,

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present:  George . Drew, Governof.

(olumbus Drew. Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George 1. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of TLands
and Immigration.

The Governor laid before ihe Doard a communication
from Dr. €. .JJ. Kenworthy enclosing letters from Mr. A,
(i. Faye respecting a ship canal across Flovida and the
action of the Board with reference thereto. The Gover-
nor was requested to reply to the letter of Dr. Kenworthy,
and the Secretary was instructed to send him a copy of the
resolutions adopted by the Board on the 14th inst.

The bill of J. H. Durkee, T. 8. Marshal, amounting fo
%14.80 for serving notices in . R. suits was presented and
ordered paid.

The Treasnver presented accounts of Charles F. Hop-
kins, Special Agent in the Swamp Land Indemnity Inves-
tigation, for services and expenses in December and Jan-
uary, and part of his November account, amounting alfo-
gether to $276, which accounts the Board vefvsed fo ap-
prove for the veason that Mr. Hopkins was not in the time
charged for engaged in the actual service of the State,
the work having been suspended by the T. 8. Agent.

The Commissioner of Tands and Immigration an-
nowmeced that Mre. Arthur T. Williams had resigned the ap-
pointment of Special Agent for the collection of stumpage
at Jacksonville.
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The Commissioner laid before the Board the bonds of
the following agents for the collection of stumpage:

H. Porter Jackson, at Cedar Keys, for $1,000 with
James M. Jackson, W. .J. Epperson and .J. M. DBarco, as
sureties.

James Y. DeWitt, of Clay County, for $500, with Jos-
eph B. Register, Joseph Brooker, James Coaway and
James Taylor as sureties.

John Theobald, at Apalachicola, for $500, with Ii. L.
Grady and R. H. Porter as sureties.

And said bonds were approved by the Board.

On motion, it was Ordered, That the Special Agent at
Cedar Kevs for the collection of stumpage be allowed 1he
same commissions upon collection as the other Agents, to
wit: twenty per cent.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: GEO. F. DREW. President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, February 3, 1880,

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer,

George P. Raney. Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley. Commissioner of Lands and
Immigration.

The Secretary laid hefore the Board a communicatian
from George G. McWhorter, Esq., Aftorney of Messrs,
Mims & Milligan in reference to the right of wuv granted
to them hy the resolution adopted on the 29th December
last, stating that some of the lands embraced in =aid reso-
lution lie some distance from the creeks, and furnishing
a description of the lands through which the right of way
is desired:

Whereupon it was

Resolved, That the resolution adopted on the 20th day
of December, 1879, granting the right of way throungh
certain lands to Iames R. Mims and Rufus Milligan, he
amended by striking out the description of the lands em-
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braced therein and inserting the following named lands n
lieu thercof:

The South West quarter of the North West quarter, and
the West half of the South West quarter of Section Six;
the West half of the South West quarter of Section Seven ;
the South East guarter of the North West quarter, and
the North West quarter of the South East quarter of See-
tion Eighteen; the East half of the North East quartes,
and the North West quarter of the South East quarier of
Section Nineteen; the South West quarter of the South
East guarter of Section Twenty-nine; the North West
guarter of the North East quarter of Seciion Thirty-two;
the East half of the Routh West guarter of Section Twen-
ty-one: the West hialf of the North West gquarter of See-
tion Twenty-eight ; the East half of the North West quar-
ter. and the North West quarter of the South West gnar-
ter of Section Eleven: the South half of the Sonth Bast
quarter of Section Ten; and the East half of the North
West quarter, and the South West quarter of ihe North
West quarter of Section Fifteen, in Township Five, Nerih
of Range Twenty-seven, West.

The West half of the North East quarter. and the West
half of the South East quarter of Section Six; the West
half of the North East quarter of Section Seven; the East
half of the North East quarter of Section Eighieen; in
Township Four, North, of Range Twenty-eight, Weat.

The Sonth East quarter of the North East quarter, and
the East half of the South East quarter of Section Thirty-
one:~and the West half of the North West guarter of Sec-
tion Thirtv-two: in Township Five, North, of Range
Twenty-eight, West.

The South Bast quarter of the South East quarter of
Section Two; the East half of the North East quarter, and
the Fast Tiulf of the South East quarter of Section Eleven ;
the East half of the North East quarter of Section Four-
teen ; the South West quarter of the North West quarter
and the West half of the South West quarter of Section
Thirteen ; and the North East quarter of the North West
quarter of Section Twenty-four: in Township Four,
North, of Range Twenty-nine West.

The following accounts were presented and approved:

M. A. Williams, Commissions on Sales in Jauuary,
$139.60. z
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Barton D). Jones, State’s share of expenses in Swamp
Land Investigation in West Florida in Janunayy, $48.25.
Haley T. Blocker, Special Agent in Swamp Land loves-
tigation for subsistence frem 1 te 15 December, $12.50.
Hugh A. Corley. for cash paid for notarial seal for
James (. Gibbes, Special Agent in Swamp Land I[nvesti-
gation, $2.60.
The Board then adjourned.
Aftest: GEO. F. DREW, Presuient.
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secrefary.

Tallahassee, Florida, February 6, 1380.

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

Geonze P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands and
Tmmigration.

The Commissioner of Lands and Tmmigration laid be-
fore the Board the official honds of the following named
Special Agents for the collection of Stumpage, and said
bonds were approved. to wit:

« Josiah 8. Dyches, Special Agent for Sumier County.
J. J. Johnson, Special Agent for Lafayette Countyv.
Thomas W. Shine, Special Agent for part of Orange

County.

The acount of E. J. Berry, Timber Agent, for expeuses
during the menth of January, amounting to $(1.40, was
presented and approved.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, February 9, 1880.
The Board met in the Treasurer’s Office.
Present: Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer, !
George P. Raney, Attorney General,
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands
and Tmmigration.



366

The Commissioner of Lands and Tmmigration laid be-
fore the Board a communication from Col. A. E. Protois,
U. 8. Agent in the Swamp Land Indemnity investigation,
in reference to the account of Charles F. Hopkins, State
Agent, accompanying him in said investigation, express-
ing the opinion that Mr. Hopkins’ account should be ap-
proved for 21-days in December and 16 days in January;
Whereupon, the account of Charles F. Hopkins for
his salary as Special Agent for 21 days in December,
1879 and 16 days in January, 1880, amounting to. one
hundred and twenty dollars, was allowed.

The Board then adjourned.

C. DREW,
President pro tem.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, February 10, 1880.

The Board met.

Fresent: Columbus Drew, Comptroller,

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George I'.-Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of TLands
& Tmmigration.

The following resolution was adopted:

Resolved, That the resolutions of this Beard scaling
the prices of swamp lands according to the quantity pur-
chased shall not he constructed in their application so
ag to permit the sale of any quantity of land for a less
amount than the purchase money required for a smaller
quantity. TFor instance, if any person desires to purchase
more than 10,000 acres at sixty cents per acre, he will be
required to pay therefor at least as much as a purchase
of 10,000 acres at sixtyfive cents per acre—Provided,
this rule shall not effect any application now pending.

The Board then adjourned.

C. DREW,
President pro tem.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.
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Tallahasses, Florida. February 14th, 1880.

The Board mwet in the Executive Office.

Present: Geo. F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew. Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer. :
Geo. P. Raney, Atftorney General.

The Attorney General was eleeted to act as Secrefary
pro tem. .

A communication dated Gainesville, Fla., Feb. 12th,
1880, from Chas. F. Hopkins, Esq. to Hon. Hugh A,
Corley, Commr. of L. & [. requesting allowances for ser-
vices during the months of December 1879 and January
1880, during the time work was suspended on the Swamp
land indemuity investigation and making other requests
was laid before the Board and the Secretary pro tem
was directed to notify Col. Hopkins that the Board de-
elines to accede to such requests.

The Treasurer presented a letter of the 12th inst. from
J. C. Greeley of Jacksonville, to him enclosing a power
of attorney from Charles F. Hopkins which is in the fol-
lowing words and figures to wit: “For and in considera-
tion of advances made to me 1 hereby authorize J. C.
Greeley to receive and receipt for any monies duz me
from the Trustees of the Board of Internal Tmprovement
of Florida now or to become due.”

(signed) “CHAS. F. HOPKINS.”
“State Agent and Surveyor.”
“Jacksonville. Fla.. Feby. 7%, 188(.”

In such letter Mr. Greelev requests information as to
the amount for which he shall make the receipt for De-
cember & January. The Treasurer was requested to no-
tify Mr. Greeley of the action of this Board as to allow-
ances to Mr. Hopkins for services rendered in the matter
of the Swamp land indemnity investigation during the
months of December 1879 and January 1880 and that no
further allowances will be made him for such months and
that the accounts of allowances made for such services
in such months have been audited and forwarded to Mr.
Hovkins and fo further notify Mr, Greeley that the hoard
will not agree to pay any claims of Mr. Hopkins except
upon an aceount duly audited by the Board and en-
dorsed by Mr. Hopkins to whomsoever he desired them -
paid and to return the power of Attorney to Mr. Greeley
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and notify him of the elaim of J. Ramsey Dey against
said Hopkins in Mr. Corley’s hands.
GEO. F. DREW,
President.
Attest:
GEO. P. RANEY, Atty. Genl.
Secretary pro tem.

Tallahassee, Florida, March 2d, 1830.

The Board met in the Comptroller's Office.

Present: Columbus Drew, Comptroller,

George I'. ‘Raney, Atforney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands
& Immigration.

The account of M. A. Willilams for commissions cn
gales in February, amounting fo $1184.40 was presented
and approved.

The Board then adjourned.

C. DREW,
President pro tem.

Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, March 9, 1880.

The Board met in the Exeeutive Office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

The Secretary announced that on the fourth instant
the survey of the route of the Gainesville, Ocala and
Charlotte Harbor Railroad, from Lake City to Charlotte
Tarbor by the way of Gainesville, Ocala and TLeesburg,
with branches to Tampa and Palatka, and the survey of
the Silver Springs, Ocala and Gulf Railroad from Silver
Springs to Blue Spring, had been filed.
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The Secretary laid before the Board a communication
from the President of the Gainesyille, Ocala and Char-
lotte Harbor Railroad Company, enclosing a copy of a
resolution adopted by the Board of Directors of said
Company selecting for said Company under Chapter 3167
of the Laws of Florida the odd-numbered sections of
Swamp Lands within six miles on each side of their
route, and requesting that the same be withdrawn from
market, and also a communication from Henry C. Whit-
ney, Esq., Solicitor of said Company, requesting that the
Trustees sell to said Compauy a body of land within ten
miles of that part of the road between Palatka and
Gainesville, not to exceed 120,000 acres, at reduced prices.
Mr. Whitney also appeared in person before the Board
representing said Company.

The following resolutions were unanimously adopted:

Be it Resolved, That the Attorney General is directed
to take such steps in the United States Circuit Court as
may be necessary to secure a modification of the orders
in the case of Francis Vose vs. The Trustees of the In-
ternal Improvement Fund, in so far as the same may in-
terfere fvith the withdrawal from sale of the aliernafe
sections of land granted to the Gainesville, Ocala and
Charlotte Harbor Railroad Company under the provis-
ions of Chapter 3167 of the Laws of Florida approved
March 4, 1879,

And Be it further Resolved, That until the action of
the Court on the motion which may be made for the abuve
purpose, the odd-numhbered sections on either side of and
within six miles of that part of the line of said Com-
pany’s road between Palatka and Gainesville according
to the plan thereof on file with the Board, be reserved
from sale:

The Secretary laid before the Board a certified copy of
an order made by the U. 8. Circuit Court. in the case of
Francis Vose vs. The Trustees I. I. Fund, authorizing
the Trustees {0 ecnvey to the Peninsular Railway Com-
pany certain lands in the even numbered sections in lien
of lands in the odd-numbered sections within six miles of

~ said road sold by the Trustees.

Which order is as follows, to wit:
" ALL :
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In U. 8. Circuit Court, 5th Judicial Circuit.
Northern Dist, of Florida,
Francis Vose
V8.
The Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund & others.

Petition of the Peninsu-
lar Railroad Condpany.

i = e (e

And now on the nineteenth day of February A. D.
1880, the petition in this case coming on to be heard, and
James M. Baker, Esquire, appearing for the petitioner,
and Jno. T. Walker, Esquire, for Francis Vose and in op-
position to the prayer of the petifioner, and argument
having been Leard, and it appeaving that by Legislative
Act of the State of Florida entitled “An Aet to provide
for and encourage a liberal system of infernal improve-
ments in this State” approved Janvary Gth, 1855, and
by the fifteenth section thereof, the State thereby granted
to each of the different companies that might thereafter
construet portions of any of the lines or routes indicated
in said Act. the alternate sections of State lands on each
gide for six miles; and that by a resolution of the Trus-
tees of the Internal Impunmuent Tund of the State of
Florida adopted on the 29th day of December, 1856, the
odd-numbered sections were allotted to the companies s¢
congtrueting said roads; and that the line from Amelia
Island, on the Aflantic, to the waters of Tampa Bay,
with an extension to Cedar Keys, was one of the lines in-
dicated in the Act, and to which said grant was applica-
ble; and that the petitioner in this case, the Peninsular
Railroad Company, deriving its rights throngh the Floe-
ida Railroad Company, is now engaged in constructing,
under the provisions of the said Act of January 6th,
1855, that gart of the line between Amelia Tsland and
the waters of Tampa Bay which extends South from
Waldo, the point at which the extension to Cedar Keys
leaves the main line, to Tampa; and that some of the
odd-numbered seetions lying along the said line which
were so granted, and to which said Company is by said
grant entitled, have been inadvertently sold by the Trus-
tees of the Internal Tmprovement Fund, and the proceeds
of such sale appropriated to the use of the Trust; and
that the Peninsular Railroad Company has consented to
accept other lands within the six mile limitg in substitu-
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tion of the lands so sold by the said Trustees; and that
the said P'eninsular Railroad Company and the said
Trustees have found npon investigation that the lands in
odd-numbered sections specified in the schedule appended
to the petition. marked (A) were so illegally sold by the
Trustees, and have agreed that the lands specified n
Schedule marked (B) also appended to said  pefition.
should be substituted for the lands so improperly sold
" and be accepted by the said Company, in lieu thereof and
in full satisfaction therefor,

Therefore, It is Ovdercd and Adjudged, That the said
The Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the
State of Florida be authorized, and they are hereby au-
thorized, to substitute to the said I'eninsular Railroad
Company the suaid lands described and specified in the
Exhibit list marked (B) in the place and stead of fle
lands described and specified in the Exhibit list marked
(A) and to execute such instrunment as may be necessary
to effectuate the order and authority herein contained.

(Signed) THOMAS SETTLE,
Judge.

Jacksonville, February 20, 188,

Whereupon, it was

Ordered, That the lands heretofore reserved froma sule
at the request of the Peninsular Railroad Company in
lieu of lands within six miles of their road in the odd
numbered sections which had been sold by the Trustees
be held reserved for the purpose of conveying the same to
the said Company upon their compliance with the pro-
vigions and requirements of the Internal Tmprovement
Law of January 6, 1855,

The following hills were presented and approved :

s gohn McDougall, Stationery for Salesman's Office,
16.70.

Hugh A. Corley, Miseellaneons Office Expenses, $1.85.

C. E. Dyke, Printing for Salesman’s Office, $118.00.
J James G. Gibbes, Salary as Special Agent of the State
m Swamp Land investigation, $176.60.

Hale_y T. Blocker, Salary and expenses as Speeial
Agent in Swamp Land investigation, $62.30,

$7(}]3?)St0n D. Jones, Expenses, Swp. Land Investigation,



Charles F. Hopkins, Services and expenses as Speeial
Agent in Swamp Land Investigation, $107.50,

The Commissioner of Lands and Tmmigration laid be-
fore the Board a communication from the Commissioner
of the General Land Office at Washington reciting that
the Wi of SE} Section 6, Township 30, South, Range 25,
East, which had been selected for the State of Florida in
1857 under the Sth Section of the Act of Congress of .
Sept. 4, 1841, was entered under the homestead act of
Congress in the U. 8. Land Office ‘n 1870, and that Mr.
W. H. Pearce, who made =aid entry, had complied with
the law and in 187G made final proof; that said entry was
erroneous as being in conflict with the State’s claim, and
that it now rests with the State authorities whether said
entry shall be canceled, or the land relinquished and
other landg selected in lien thereof.

Ordered, That the Commissioner of lands and Immi-
gration be instructed to withdraw the selection of the Wi
of SE{ SBection 6. Township 30, South, Range 25, East,
as Internal Improvement Land:

The Governor laid hefore the Board a letter from the
Commissioner of the General Land Office notifying him
that the approval of the NE} of SE} Section 5, & SE} of
NE} Section 6, T. 17 8., R. 27, E,, and SE} of NE} Sec-
tion 20, 1. 19 8., R. 28, E. embraced in Approved List
No. 5, St. Angustine Land Distriet, has been revoked, for
the reason that said tracts do not appear to have been
selected by the State as Swamp Lands, or reported to the
General Land Office as such, ;

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration laid be-
fore the Board the bonds of the following named Timber
Agents:

J. W. Campbell, William Miller and J. H. Lee; and
gaid bonds were approved.

The Board then adjourned.

GEO. F. DREW,
President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY,
Becretary,
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Tallahassee. Florida, March 12, 1880,

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: George F. Thew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Terasurer,

George P, Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

The Secretary laid before the Doard a letter from H. C.
Whitney, Esq., on behalf of the Gainesville, Ocala  and
Charlotie Harbor Railroad Company proposing to  pur-
chase 120,000 acres of the Swamp lands Iving wWithin fen
miles of their surveyed route between Palatka and (Guines-
ville at a price not exceeding 3 cents per acr2; which
letter was referved to the Commissioner of Lands & Tmmi-
gration to ascertain the actual value of said lands.

The Secretary laid before the Board a letter from F. .J.
White, of Walton county, alleging that upon an arbitra-
tion respecting trespass committed by his hands he has
been compelled to pay more than the timber eut upon
State lands was worth. and askirz that a portion of the
money be refunded; which request was refused.

The following persons were appointed Special Agents

for the prevention of trespass and the collection of
stumpage, viz:

John Price. Jr., for the county of Duval.

W. D. Finlayson, for the county of Levy, in the place
of H. P. Jackson, deceased.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. '

Tallahassee, Flovida, March 16, 1880.
The Board met in the Compiroller’s Office.
Present: Colnmbusg Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn., Treasurer.
George I'. Raney, Attorney General.
The account of E. J. Berry, Timber Agent, for ex-
penges incurred in Febroary, amonnting to 54,50 was
presented, approved and ordered paid.
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The Doard then adjonrned.
C. DREW, President pro tem.
GEO. I'. RBANLEY, Secretary pro tem.

Tallahassee, Florida, March 20, 1880,
The Board met in the xecutive Office.
Present: George F. Direw, Governor.
Colnmbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer,
George P. Raney, Attorney Generat.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &

Lmigration.

A petition was received from a number of cifizens of
St. Augustine requesting the Board to sell to the Jack-
sonville, 8t. Augusiine and Indian River Railroad Com-
pany certain Riate lands along the line of said railroad
in order to aid said Company in building their road.

The Board also took up for consideration the request
of the Gainesville, Ocala and Charlotte Harbor Railroidd
Company for the purchase of 120,000 acres beiween Pa-
Jatka and Gainesville, within ten miles of their line of
road, at not more than thirty cents per acre.

The Board decided to adhere to their decsion made on
the 10th January last. not to sell lands to a Railread
Company at less than the vegular prices, such as would be
required from any other purchaser.

The (‘ommissioner of Lands & Immigration ealled the
attention of the Board to a letter from the Commissioner
of the Genreral Land Office addressed to Hon. H. Bisbee
and published in the Jacksonville Sun and Tress of the
Oth instant, stating that a large number of enfries made
in the U. 8. Land Office of lands in the former Palatka
Military Reserve were made upon lands belonging to the
State nnder the Swamp Land grant of Congress, and will
be canceled unless Congress should pass an act relieving
the present condition of said entries.

The following resolution was unanimously adopted:

Whereas, a large quanfity of lands Iying in the former
Palatka Military Reserve was selected for the State of
Florida under the Act of September 28, 1830, and ¢ton-
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firmed to the State by the Act of Congress of March 3,
1857, but has not yet heen patented to the State: d4dnd
Whereas, much of said land has been entered at the Uni-
ted States Land Office, and information s been received
that said enfries will be canceled on account of the claim
of the State to said lands, unless Congress shall piss an
act relieving the present -ondition of said entries: And
Whereas. an entry made in good faith in the Tnited States
Land Office should entitle the person making the entry
to the privilege of perfecting his claim before ihe lands
are made subject to private entry: Therefore.

Be it Resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund, That should the lands in the former
Palatka Military Reserve belonging to the State which
have been entered at the United States Land Office. he
patented to the State. any person who has entered any of
said lands at the United States Land Office, shall he au-
tharized, at any time within six months after ‘lie receipt
of the patent and public advertisement therecf. to pur-
chase said land from this Board. at the ecurrent price.
upon making proof of said entry : Provided, however, that
this resolution shall not apply to gny entry under the
Homestead Act of Congress where the provisions of that
Aect have not heen complied with and which embraces the
residence or improvements of another person.

Ordered. That the foregoing resolufion be published in
the Palatka Herald.

The Secretary laid before the Board the details of con-
struction of the Gainesville. Ocala and Charlotte Harbor
Railroad proposed by the Company as a4 modificalion of
the defails prescribed by the Internal Improvement Aet;
which were read and laid on the table.

The account of 8. I. Wailes was presented for compei-
sation for procuring the confirmation and patenting
of 2,819,662.22 acres of Swamp lands, at two cents per
acre, amounting to §56.393.24.

The following rvesolution was unanimonsly adopted :

Whereas, Patents Nos. 19 & 20 of former Tampa, now
‘Gainesville, Land District, embracing lands selecied for
the State since the war and not herefofore patented.
amounting to 2.819.662.22 acres, have heen received. and
were procured through 8, I, Wailes, the Agent of the
State at Washington,
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fesalved. That the Salesman be instructed to allow Mr.
Wailes to enter lands under his contract fo the amount of
$56.393.24, that amount being his commissions on said
patents at the rate of two cents for each acre patemed,
as per resolution of October 19, 1878,

The account of Williams, Swann & Corley was pre-
sented for compensation for the selection of 3536,995.15
acres of Swamp Lands embraced in Patent No. 19 of
Tampa, now Gainegville, Land District, at two cents per
acre, amounting to $10,735.90.

Ordered, That the Salesman be instructed to allow
Messrs. Williams, Swann & Corley to enter lands under
their contract to the amount of $10.739.90, said lands to
be taken from Iands confirmed to the Btate since the ith
day of May. 1873, the date of their contract.

A letter was received fromn Samuel A, Swanu, on be-
half of Williams & Swann, with respect to the balance of
motey due them for the selection of the lands embraced
in Patent No. 20, their contrict being for compensution
at two cents per acre in currency, less twenty per cent.,
or in lands at one dollar per acre. Mz, Swana requested
the payment in U. S.gCurrency, or if that caunot be
made, that they he allowed to take lands at the present
schedule prices, which have heen reduced since {ae mak-
ing of their contract. The Seerefary was iostrneted to
reply to Mr. Swaun that the Board cannot now pay the
balance due in 1. 8 Currency. and that if Williams amd
Swann take lands in payvment the Board canno? change
the original confract fixing the price at one dollar per
acre.

A letter was received from Sammel A, Swann returning
deed No. 9014 of November 17, 1879, for 1029648 acres
of land conveved to Robert Practor, and asking ihat the
deed e canceled and a new deed he made to Robert G
Cook and David G. Practor for the same land, they heing
the parties in whose behalf the enfry  was made. The
Secretnry was instrocted to correspond with My, Swann
and with M. A. Williams. Esq., to ascertain whether the
deed to Robert Proctor was ever delivered.

The bond of John Price, Jr.. Special Agent in  Duval
county for the collection of stumpage, was presented, ap-
proved and ordered on file,



The Governor laid before the Board a letter from o,
fl. T. Lykes, of Hernando county, asking the renoval of
(. T. Jenkins as special ageut in that conniy for the col-
lection of stumpage, together with several alfidavils go-
tng to show that Mr. Jenkinsg was engaged in the timber
business and that he had encouraged other perscns in
trespassing upon United States lands. Several letters
from Mr. Jenkins were received denying the diiferent
charges brought against him. The Salesman was  in-
structed to write to Mr. . J. Berry, Timber Agent for
. the State, requesting him to go to Hernando county and
myvestigate all the circumstances in connection  with the
complaint against Mr. Jenkins, and report the sane to
the Board.

The Board then adjourhed.

Attest: GEO. E. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, March 27, 1880.

The Board met in the Exccutive Office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

George . Raney, Attorney Gencral.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Tmmigration.

The bond of W. D. Finlayson, Snecial Agent in Levy
county for the collection of stumpage, was preseuted, ap
proved and ordered placed on file.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest : GEQ. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretar:

Tallahassee, Florida. April 1, 1880,
" The Board met in the Office of Commissioner of Lands
and Immigration.
Present: Walter Gwynn, Treasuger.
George P. Raney, Attorney (Generat,
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands %
Immigration.
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The account of IMaley T. Blocker for $100 for services
in March as State Agent in the investigation of Swamp
Lands, was presented, approved and ovdered paid.

The acceount of James M. Baker for professional ser-
vices in the T. #. Cirenit Court in the case of IFrancis
Vose et ul. vs. The Trustees of the Internal Improveinent
Fund et al.,, and the ac¢count of Charles W. Jones for
arguing before the Supreme Court of the Unised Siates
the motion for the advancement on the docket of the Rail-
road cases, were presented.

Ordered, That the Treasurer pay $250 oa account to
James M. Baker, and the same amount to Charles W.
Jones, for professional services,

Application was received from Samuel B, Thompson
for the cancellation of the entry of the E} of SE} of Sec-
tion 23, Township T, South, Range 19, East, being part
of entry No. 2300 made April 15, 1858, for the reason that
said tract has never been confirmed to the Staie of Flor-
ida. but has been conveved to the Florvida Railroad Com-
pany under the act +f Congress of May 17, 1856, and the
said application being accompanied with a deed reconvey-
ing said landg to the Trustees of the Tnternal Improve
ment Fund; it was Ordered, that the entry of said tract
bhe canceled. and that the Treasurer refund to the said
Samuel B. Thompson one hundred and nine 49-160 doliars,
the amount paid Ly him for said land.

The account of William I’. Denham for $6.67 for ex-
penses of the Salesman’s office was presented & ap-
proved. ‘

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secrefary.

Tallahassee, Florida, April 6, 1850.
The Board mef in the Executive Office.
Present: George F. Drew, Governor.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
George 1. Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.
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The following accounts were presented and approved:
George . Raney, for services in the Supreme Court of
Tlorida obtaining reversal of judgment in the cise of
Benbow. Sheriff, vs. Marquis & Co., invelving S893  saw
logs: and for traveling expenses to .Jacksonviliz attefid-
ing U. 8. Court, and for telegrams. §45.05.
M. A. Williams, commissions on sales during the nmonth
_of March, $405.36.
The Foard then adjourned.
Attest: zEOQ. F. DREW, President.
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Flovida, April 19, 1330,

The Board met in the Comptroller's Office,

Present: Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

George P. Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

The Attorney General laid hefore the Board a commu-
nication from J. B. Wall, Esq., Attorney for the Tampa,
Peace Creek and St. Johns River Railway Company, re-
questing that the Trustees agree to reserve from siale the
alternate sections within six miles of their road when a
survey of their route is filed. The Attorney General pre-
pared a letter in answer to said communication, explain-
ing why the reservation asked for cannot be made by the
Trustees; which letker was read and approved by the
Board.

The Attorney General laid hefore the Doavd o letter
from C. D. Willard, Esq., of Washington, D. C. giving a
statement respecting the present conditions of Railroad
suits in the Supreme Court of the United States, and
calling attention to the fact that a writ of error sued out
by D. P, Holland had not heen prosecuted.

The following resolution was adopted :

Resolved, That the Attorney General be instructed to
take such action as may be necessary to secura the dis-
missal in the Supreme Court of the United Staies of the
writ of error sued out by D. . Holland to the Supreme
Court of the State of Florida in the case of D. P. Hol
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pellees.

The Secretary laid before ihe Board a letter from Henry
C. Whitney, Esq., Attorney of the Gainesville, Ocala and
Charlotte Harbor Railroad Company, asking that the
Board reconsider their former action refusing to with-
draw the alternate sections along their entire line of voad
from market until the question is presented to {he U, S.
Court, and also in not adopting the details of construe-
tion presented by said Company. Which letter was read
and consideration thereof postponed.

The hill of the “Eastern Herald” Palatka, for adver-
tising, amonnting to $17.50, was approved—

The bill of C. A. Bryan, Clerk, for affidavits of Wit-
nesses in Swamp Land investigation, and approving
bonds, §16.75 was approved.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: C. DREW, President pro tem.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Jacksonville, Florida, April 21, 1880.

The Board met at the Duval House.

Present; George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller,

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

Georgs 1'. Raney, Attorney General,

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration. y :

Samuel A. Swann, Esq.. appeared before the Board and
a conference was held with regard to undertaking a sale
of three millions of acres of land at thirty cents per acre
with certain modifications of the terms upon which the
State lands are usually =old: and after considerable dis-
cussion the following resolution was unanimousiy
adopted :

Be it Resolved by the Baard of Trustees of the Internal
Tmprovement Fund of the State of Florida, That Samuel
A. Swann, Esq.. the Special Agent of this Eoard, he an-
thorized to negotinte the sale of three millious of acres of
land, to be taken in hodies of not less than 25,000 acres,
at thirty cents per acre, on the following terms, to wit:
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Twont\"per centum of the purchase money io be paid
«on or before the first day of July next; upon which pay-
ment, the purchaser shall be allowed vntil the first day
of January next to select the lands.

Thirty per centum of the purchase maney to be paid on
or before the first day of January, 1851 ; and, vpon such
payment, the purchaser shall he Pntlrlt d to a deed of con-
veyvance of one million acres of land.

The remaining fifty per centum of the purchase inoney
to be paid on or before the first day of January, 1882;
upon which payment the purchaser shall be entitled to a
deed of conveyance for the remaiaing two millions of
acres selected by him.

In case of the payment of the (wenfy per centum on or
before the first day of July next, and a failure to pay the
thirty per centum on or before the first day of January,
the purchaser shall not be entitled to a return of the
twenty per centnm paid in, but shall take from the Trus-
tees of the Internal Tmprovement Fund a conveyance of
such quantity ef land, to be selected by him, as can  be
purchased with the money paid in at regular prices. [n
case of the payment of the twenty per centum on or be-
fore the first of July, and the thirty per centum on or be-
fore the first day of January next, and the convevance of
one million of acres, and a failure to pay the remaining
fifty per centum on or before the first day of .January,
1882, then the Trustees shall be relieved from any obli-
l'fatmn for tlie conveyance of the remaining two millions
acres, except upon the payment of the regnlar prices
therefor, and the fifty per centum alteady paid in shall
be retained by the Trustees as the price of the ¢ne million
acres conveyed.

8. I. Wailes, Esq., Agent of the State at Washington
for the af]_]uqtment of land eclaims, appeared before the
Board, and a conference was had with respect to the pay-
ment to him in lands for securing patents to the State;
and also with regard to the manner of conducting the
Swamp Land Investigation now in progress for th- pur-
pose of obtaining indemnify for Swamp Lands sold by
the United States.

» The Board then adjourned.
Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.
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Tallahassee, Florida, April 28, 1880,

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Pregent: George F. Dhrew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptrotler.

Walter Giwynn, Treasurer,

George I'. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands and
Tmigration.

The Governor laid before the Board a series of resolo-
tions adopted by the citizens of Gainesville on the 19th
instant, expressing sympathy with and confidence in the
Gainesville, Ocala and Charlotte Harbor Railroad Com-
pany. and pressing upon the Trustees of the Internal Tm-
provement Fund to use all-their power in aid of the im-
mediate construction of said railroad.

The Attorney General laid before the Board similar
resolutions adopted by the citizens of Palatka.

The Attorney General having prepared a bond for the
pignature of the Trustees upon an appeal to the Supreme
Court of the United States from certain orders made in
the United States Civenit Court at Jacksonville in the
cage of Francis Vose et al. vs. The Trustees of the In-
ternal Improvement Fund et al., said orders being for the
allowanece to said Frauneis Vose of certain fees, costs, and
expenses of litigation paid by him, the said bond was exe-
cuted by the said Trustees.

W, Miller, Special Timber Agent at Choctawhatchie
Bay, having returned his statements of moneys collected
for stumpage from September, 1879, to February, 1880,
inclugive, and it being impossible to ascertain upon what
particular class of State lands the timber had been cnft,
the moneys were apportioned between the School and In-
ternal Improvement Funds as follows: One-tenth to the
8chool Fund, and nine-tenths to the Internal Improve-
ment Fund.

Axn application was received from William O. Ames to
have refunded to him {he purchase money paid by him
November 16, 1868, for the W1 of NW1 & NE} of SWi
Section 6, Township 20, South, Range 24, Bast, amount-
ing to $62.92 and 5 cents for revenue stamp, as appears
by the certificate of Frank W. Webster, then Surveyor
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General, the said lands having been subsequently sold by
the Trustees and conveyed by deed to another person.

Ordered, That shid Surveyor General’s certificate be
canceled, and that the purchase money paid for =said
land by the said William O. Ames be vefunded to him.

The Secretary laid before the Board the official bond
of Cyprian T. Jenkins, Special Timber Agent for Her-
nando County, for $500; which was approved and placed
on file.

The following Special Agents were appointed for the
collection of stumpage:

For Columbia County—James W. Perry.

For Suwannee County—dJohn R. Sessions.

For Hamilton County—dJames M. Duncan,

For Nassaun County—DPeter Cone.

For Putnam County—L. G. Bibley.

On motion it was

Ordered, That the Salesman be authorized to have the
township plats in his office mounted ou cloth.

The following resolutions were unanimously adopted:

Ordered, That the Salesman be authorized {o have the
for sale, at such times and places as the Commissioner of
Lands and Immigration may appoint, the swamp lands
recently patented to the State in the counties of TPolk,
Manatee, Monroe, Brevard and Dade, and also the In-
ternal Improvement lands in Township 26, South, Range
36, East. and Township 37, South, Range 41, ast, which
have not heretofore been brought into market—and that
two month's notice of such offering be given in one news-
paper published at Tampa, one in Key West, one in Or-
ange county and one in Jacksonville,

Resoloed, further, That any persom who has filed his
preemption claim on any of said lands, under the resolu-
tion of this Board adopted February 1, 1877, shall be al-
lowed to enter the Jand claimed by him on the day of of-
fering, or within three months thereafter, upon filing
with the salesman his affidavit that he settled upon and
cultivated the land claimed by him, and continued the
cultivation and improvement of the land up to this date,
and also the affidavits of two or more witnesses as to the
fact of settlement and cultivation and the character of
the improvements.
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Resolved, further, That any person who has settled
upon any of said lands and has not filed his pre-emption
claim, but who shall, on or before the day of offering, file
with the salesman his affidavit, and the affidavits of two
witnesses, that he has made such settlement, shall be al-
lowed to enter the land embracing his settlement and im-
provements in preference to all other persons, and shall
be allowed three months from the day of oftering to pay
for the lands.

On motion, it was

Ordered, That the Treasurer pay to C. W. Jones, Two
hundred and fifty dollars in full for the balance due him
for professional services in argning before the Supreme
Court of the TUnited States the motion for the advance-
ment on the docket of the railread eases.

The following accounts were presenfed and approved:

George 1. Raney, Bxpenses of trip to Jacksonville in
the Railroad and Vose cases, $9.25,

Hugh A. Corley, Traveling Expenses trip to Jackson-
ville and miscellaneous office expenses, $12.70.

Columbus Drew, 2 trips to Jacksonville on official busi
ness for Trustees, $10.00,

Walter Gwynn, Expenses trip to Jacksonville and ex-
press charges paid for stumpage money, §9.90.

Paostage account Salesman’s Office, $26.10.

M. A. Williams, Commissions on sales of land from the
1st to 27th instant, $791.00.

On motion, it was
Ordered, That the Treasurer pay to James M. Baker,
Iisq., two hundred and fifty dollars on account of profes-
sional services in the U. S, Circuit Court in the case of
Vose vs. The Trustees I. 1. Tund.
The Board then adjourned.
GEOQO. F. DREW,
President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY,
Secretary.
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Tallahassee, Florida, May 5, 1880.

The Board met in the Treasurer's Office.

Present: Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

yeorge I'. Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Land &
- Immigrgtion,

The following preamble and resolutions were unani-
mously adopted :

Whereas, under the resolutions adopted by the Board
on the 9th day of March lasf, a motion was made by the
Attorney General in the United States Cireuit Court at
Jacksonville, for 4 modification of the orders in the case
of Francis Vose vs. The Trustees of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund in so far as the same may interfere with the
withdrawal from sale of the alternate sections of land
granted to the Gainesyville, Ocala and Charlotte Harbor
Railroad Company under Chapter 3167 of the laws of
Florida: And Whereas, the Hon. Thomas Settle, Judge
of said Court, has set said ‘motion down for hearing on
the first Monday in June proximo, and has directed that"
the Trustees of the Internal Tmprovement Fund do with-
draw said lands from market until said motion is argued
and decided by the Court; Therefore,

Be it Resolved, That the Swamp lands lying within
six miles of the survey of the Gainesville, Ocala and
Charlotte Harbor Railroad., embraced in the odd-num-
bered sections, be reserved from sale until the further
erder of this Board under the direction of the Court.

Be it further Resolved, That the Salesman and the
Agent for the sale of lands be instructed, in case of ap-
plications for the purchase of any of said lands, to notify
the applicants of their withdrawal from sale, and that,
should said lands be restared to market, the persons so
applying will have the pr crred right of purchasing the
lands applied for at any fime within sixty days after
they are restored to market.

The Commyjssioner of Lands and Tmmigration laid be-
fore the Board the official Bond of James W. Perry,
Special Timber Agent for Columbia County, for $500,
which was approved and ordered filed.

25 1. 1.
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The Board then adjourned.

President pro tem.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY,
Secretary,

.
Tallahassee, Flovida, May S, 1880.

The Board met in the Executive Office.
Présent:  George F. Drew, Governor.

Colmmbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George I'. Raney, Attorney General.

Hueh A. Corley. Commissioner of Lands &

Immigration.

An application was receiyed from .J. M. Murrhee for
a change of entry No. 8722, made January 9, 1879, from
the NE] of NE! of Section 23 and NW2 of NW1 of See-
tion 24, Township 7, South. Range 20, Tast, fo the Ef of
NWI of Section 13 in the same Township, and the appli-
cation being aceompanied with the affidavit required by
the regulations of the Board, and the deed made by the
Trustees having been surrendered and a deed made by
said Murrhee re-conveying to the Trustees the lands orig-
inally enfered, it was

Ordered, That the change of entry be allowed.

On motion, it was Ordered. That three hundred
dollars he paid to George I'. Raney for professional
gervices as Attorney and Solicitor of the Trustees
in the =suit of Francis <Vose vs. Trustees I. L.
Fund.

The following accounts were presented and approved:

George I’. Raney, for traveling expenses to Jackson-
ville to attend the U. 8. Cirenit Court, $9.50.

Huch A, Corley, for traveling expenses fo Jacksonville
on business of the Board, $9.50,

Hugh A. Corley, for extra clerk hire during the months
of March and April. $20.00,

-
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The Board then adjourned.
GEO. F. DREW,
President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY,
Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida,
May 19th, 1880.

The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund met in the Executive Office.

Present: (Geo. F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Tirew. Compiroller,
Waiter Gwynn, Treasurer.
Geo. P, Raney, Atty. Genl.

The Board proceeded to the consideration of an appli-
cation on helialf of the Gainesville. Ocala and Charlotte
Harbor Railroad Company for some action by the Trus-
tees toward the consummation of an arrangement be-
tween the Trustees and said Company and the creditors
of the Internal Tmprovement Fund for the release of the
lands from the indebtedness against the Fund. so as to
enable the said Company to obtain the bLenefit of the
grant of lands made in the 5th section of “an act to grant
certain lands to the Gainesville, Ocala and Charlotte Har-
bor Railroad Company,” approved March 4th, 1879,

The following resolutions were unanimously adopted:

Be it Resolved, By the Bourd of Trustees of the In-
ternal Imiprovement Fund of the State of Florida, That
the Board will agree to any sale to the Gainesville,
Ocala and Charlotte Harbor Railroad Company of the
lands mentioned in the fifth section of the act approved
March 4th, 1879, entitled, “An Act to Grant Certain
Lands {o the Gainesyille, Ocala and Charlotte THarhor
Railroad Company™ that may be agreed upon hetween the
gaid Company and the creditors of the Fund, or which
may be fixed by an ®rder to be made by the U. 8. Circuit
Court in the ease of Francis Vose vs. Trusiees Internal
Improvement Fund.

Provided, however, That the price of such lands shall
not be under ten cents per acre and Provided further,
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That no lands shall vest in said Company before they
shall be paid for nor shall any part of said lands be re-
served from sale for a longer peried than sixty days, nor
shall more lands be reserved at any one time from sale
before payment therefor than one hundred thousand
acreg; And provided further, That no lands shall be re-
served from suale except as sections of fen consecutive
miles of railroad are graded and furnished with cross ties
as provided in said act.

And provided further, That for every forty miles of
road so graded and furnished with cross ties, ten miles
ghall be fully completed, ironed and equipped, and in
actual operation.

Be it further resolved, that this resolution is not to be
taken as a precedent as to any other company in so far
as the minimum price is concerned.

It is further understood, that any order to he made by
the United States Court fixing the price of lands as above
provided shall be made at Jacksonville in this State at
the Court to be held in June A. D. 1880,

The Board then adjourned.

GEO. F. DREW,
President.
Attest:
GEO. P. RANEY,
Secretary pro tem.

<

Tallahasszee. Florida,
May 24th, 1880. 11 o’clock A. M.
The Board met in the Executive Office.
Present: Hon. Geo. F. Drew, Governor.
Hon. Geo, P. Raney, Attorney General,
Hon. Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
The following Resolution was unanimonsly adopted:
Be it Resolved, That there be added to the Besolution
passed by the Board at its meeting on %he 19l inst. in the
matter of the Gainesville, Ocala. and Charlofte Iiarbor
Railroad Company, at the foot thereof, the following to
wit: .
fAnd it is further understood and provided that no or-
der made by the court fixing the price of landa either at
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" or above ten cents per acre shall be binding wpon the
Board, if they shall file in said Court, or with the Clerk
thereof within ten days after the date of such order, a
copy of any resolution the Board may pass, dissenting
from such order.”

The Board then adjourned.
Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.
GEO. P. RANEY, Secretary pro tem.

Tallahassee. Fla., May 31st, 1880.

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: Geo. F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
Geo. P. Raney, Atty. Genl.

The Atty. Genl. was apptd. Secy. pro tem.

The following accounts were approved and ordered
paid:
Account of Philip Walter. Clerk U. 8. Cirenit Court for
taxing costs in the ecase of Schutte vs. J. P. & M. . R. Co.
ef als. one dollar ($1.)

Geo. P. Raney for amount paid for telegram to Gaines
ville, Ocala & C. H. R. R. Co. at Gainesville notifying it
of May 24th, 1880, one 38100 dollars ($138-100.

The Board then adjourned.

‘ GEO F. DPREW. President.
GEOQ. . RANEY, Atty. Genl. Sec. pro tem.

Tallahassee, Florida, June 21, 1880.

The Board met in the Executive Office,
Present: George F. Drew, Governor.
Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
Huel# A. Corlev, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.
Geo. P. Raney, Attorney General,
The Commissioner of Lands and Tmmigration laid be-
fore the Board a communication from the General Land
Office at Washington stating that Lot No. 1, Section 5,
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T. 64 8, It, 27 1., selected for the State as Swamp and
Overflowed Land, is also embraced in the homestead en-
try of Cephas Pinder made November 17, 15874, ihat the
evidence in the General Land Office is not  sutficient to
determine the character of the tract; and inguiring
whether the State desives an investigation, in which case
an investipation will be ovdered.

The Cominissioner of TLands and Tmmigration was in-
structed to notify the Commissioner of the General Tand
Office that in this case the State will not ask for an inves-
tigation respecting the charvacter of the land.

The Commissioner of Lands and Tmmigration laid Le
fore the Board a communication from Samuel A. Swann,
Bsq.. encloging a proposition from James Hastings, of
England, for the purchase of three millions acrag of land,
and the draft of an agreement to be executed by the
Trustees for the purpose of carrying out the purchase and
sale. Said papers were placed on file. Inasmuch as fhe
proposition made claims six months in which fo 1nvesti-
cate and ascertain the right of the Trustees to sell the
land, before making the first payvment, which would carry
the execution of the preliminary work beyond the term
of affice of the present Trnstees, the Board instructed the
Secretary 1o nofify Me. Swann that the present Board
are unwilling to bind their suecescors for the carrying out
of so important a contract; and furthermore that the pro-
posed purchasers should first satisfy themselves with re-
spect to the title and powers of the Trustees before sub-
mitting a proposition to purchase.

The account of E. .I. Berry, Timber Aecent, fevr May,
1880, amounting to $85.60. was presenfed & approvel.

The Board then adjonrned.

Attest: GEO. F, DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY. Seeretary.

Tallahassee, Florida. June 26, 1880.

The Board met in the Execntive Offgce.
Present : reorge . Drew. (Governor.

Columbns Drew, Compiroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

(reoree P, Ravey. Atty, General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &

Immigration.
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The Attorney General laid before the Board an order
made in the United States Cirvenit Court in Jacksonville
in the words following to wit:

United States Circuit Court
Sth Civenit, Northn Dist of Fla
In Equity.
Francis Vose
e
Trustees Internal Improvement
Fund of Florida et als.

It is ordered in this cause that all orders heretofore
made herein so far as the same in any manner conflict
with the right of the Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund to withdraw from sale the alternate
sections of ‘land granted by the Legislature of Florvida hy
the Act of 1879 to the Gainesville Ocala and Charlotte
Harbor R, R. Company are vacated and said Board are
authorized to withdraw the same on such ferms as may
be reasonable and just and in accordance with said act:
and it is further ordered that the said Board arve author-
ized to make any sale to said Rail Road Company of the
lands granted or proposed to be granted to said company
by the fifth section of said Act at not less {han thirty
cents per acre and on such terms as to the construction
of the road as may seem reasonable and proper and in
acecordance with the said act. Provided however that
sale may be made as low as twenty cents per acre upon
said Company executing bond with seeuriiies for fhe
prompt and proper construction of the entire rond to be
approved by said Board. Done and ovdered in  open
Court June 16{h. 1880,

THOMAS SETTIE,
Judue,

Ordered by the Board that the Resolntions adopted on
the 5th of Mayv last reserving from sale the odd numhesed
sections within six miles of the surveyed route of the
Gainesyille. Ocala & Charlotte Harbor Railroad be con-
tinued until the further order of this Board.

The Secretary laid hefore the Board a communication
from Henry €. Whitney. Esq., Solicitor of the (iaines-
ville, Ocala and Charlotte Harbor Comubany, snbmitting
details of construction of said road which was laid upon
the tahle.
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Williams & Swann presented their acct for the lalanec
due to them under their contract of March 1872 for the
selection of Swamp lands amounting to Nine Thousand
Four Hundred and Three Dollars and Eight cents which
was approved by the Board and the Salesman was in-
structed to allow the said Williams & Swann to select
and enter lands in payment of said account on the Twllow-
ing terms to wit: Swamp lands at one dollar per acre
and Internal Improvement lands proper at their apprais-
ed valuation that is to say at not less than one dollar and
twenty five cents per acre.

The Secretary laid hefore the Board a letter from John
(. Chambers President of the Midland Railway, Drain-
age and Canal Company, asking whether or not they can-
purchase lands at sixty cents per acre in bodies of twen-
ty thousand acres. The secretary was instructed to in-
form Mr. Chambers that hie or his company can purchase
Swamp Lands from the Trustees of the Internal Tm-
provement Fund at sixty cents per acre provided they
will take the lands in compact bodies of five thousand
acres.

The Salesman laid hefore the Doard certain papers
filed by Isaae E. Barwick prolesting against the issuing
of a deed to J. W. Hagan for the Soufth Zast gquarter of
the North East quarter Sec. 30, T. 20 South Range 23,
Last. upon entry made hy him on the 4th of last Mareh
(Entry No. 9153' he the said Barwick allezing that his
application for the land accompanied with the tender of
“the purchase money wag prior to that made by Mr. Hagan
the papers were referred to the Attorney General.

Upon the motion of the Commissioner of Lands & fmmi-
gration a district of tervitory to he assigned fto the special
{1imher agent ot Manatee was determined fo he fixed hy
the following limits to wit: to embrace all of Township
thirty two in Hillshorough County and all west of Range
twenty-three in Manatee County.

Ordered, that the Salesman notify D. Tsaac Craft of
the change made by the Board.

A letfer was received from TI. F. Hammon asking the
extension af fime upon a eontract heretofore made by
him with the Board of Trustees for the reclamation of
certain swamp and overflowed lands,
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Ordered, That the Secretary of this Board inforin Mr,
Hammon that their official term will expire on ilie fivst
of January next and that they arve unwilling fo extend a
contract which would bind their successors fo carry out
a project which possibly their successors might not ap-
prove.

On Motion, Mr. Gwynn was requested to write to the
President of the Lake Jesup, Osceola and Kissimmee Riv
er Rail road & Transportation Company, to enquire what
progress they are making in their work.

The Secretary was instructed te correspond with My,
. Isaac Coryell respecting the wagons & teams purchased

by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement fund to be
used in the swamp land indemnity investigation.

The following aeccounts were presenfed and zpproved:

Tampa Tribune for advertising Swamp & I. . T.ands
fironght into market, $25.00.

Florida AgriculturistgDo., §50.00.

€. A. Bryan, Jr., Bnﬁw(r Vol. 6 Copp Land Owner,
$1.50.

Hugh A. Corley, Expenses of trip to Jacksonville at-
tending U. S. Court and Miscellaneous Office expenscs,
$22.96.

George P. Raney. expenses of trip to Jacksonville «t-
tending the T. 8. Court. S2.00.

M. A, Williams., Commissions on sales in May, $372.30.

The Board then adjourned.

GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY. Secretary.

Tallahassee, July 1st. 1880,

The Board met in the Treasurer’s Office.

Present: Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

‘Walter Gwynn. Treasurer.
George P. Raney. Attornev General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner L. & I.

An account was presented in behalf of H. T. Blocker
fer One Hundred and Twenty two 20-100 Doliars for ser-
vices rendered as Special Agent in the investizntion of
Bwamp lands during the month of May last, and Contin-
gent expenses of said Investigation.
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It was Ordered that the Treasurer pay to Mr. Blocker
fifty dollars on aceount of his services ag aforesaid and
notify Mr. S. T. Wailes of said payment.

The Board then adjourned.

C. DREW, President pro tem.

HUGH A. CORLEY. Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, July 5, 1330.

The Board met in the Executive Office.
Present: George F. Drew, Governor.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
George P, Raney. Attornev General.
Hugh A. Corley. Commissioner Lands &
Immr.

A letter was received from Me. D. L. Yulee, President
of the Peninsular Railway Company, stating the progress
of the road with a reasonable hope that the same will be
completed to Ocala by the first of December next, and
mquiring as to the appointment of an enginecr fo exam-
ine the work of construction; and also suggesting that
as the work is still progressing, it may be the wish of the
Trustees to defer the inspection until another scetion is
completed. which, is desired. will be satisfactory to the

= Company.

The Secretary was instructed to reply to AMr.  Yuiee
that the Board expect to designate Mr. H. 8. DuVal,
State, Engineer. to inspect the work of construction, and
that the Board do prefer to defer the inspection until an-
other section is completed..

. The account of Charles E. Dyke for printing for the
Balesman’s Office, and for advertising, amourting to
$110.50 was presented and approved.

The Board then adjourned,

Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Becretary.
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Tallahassee, Florida, July 7, 1580,
The Board met in the Comptroller's Office,
Present: Columbus Drew, Compiroller.
George P. Raney, Attorney (General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

The Boud of Peter S. Harllee as Special Timber Agent
was presented and approved.

On motion, the order heretofore made placing Town-
ship 32, South, in the district assigned to Mr. Harllee was
rescinded, and the distriet fixed on that part of Manatee
County lying West of Range 23.

The following bills were presented and approved:

C. A. Bryan, binding Record of Deeds, $5.00,

M. A. Williams, Coms. on sales in June, $602.14.

Key of the Gulf. publishing advertisement of Swamp
and 1. 1. Lands brought into market, $30.00.

On motion, Thomas Osteen was appointed Special Tim-
ber Agent for Taylor County.

The following order which was made on the 26th June
and which was omitted.in the record of the minutes was
ordered to he inserted here:

It appearing that (here is a balance due to Wiliiams
and Swann for the selection of Swamp Lands under
their confract with the Trustees of March 4. 1871,
amounting to $1.403.08. payable in cash with 20 per cent
discount, or in lands at one dollar per acre, It is Ordered,
that the Salesman permit Williams and Swann to enfer
lands in satisfaction of the above stated halance at the
following prices, to wit: Swamp Lands at one 1Ioilar
per acre, and Internal Tmprovement Lands at their ap-
praised value.

The Board then adjourned.
Attest: COLUMBUS DREW, President pro tem.
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.



306

Tallahassee, Florida, July 8, 1880.

The Board met in the Office of the Commissioner of
Lands and Tmmigration,

Pregent: Columbus Drew, Comptroller,

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P’. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

The Attorney General laid before the Board a commu-
nication from .J. B. Wall, Esq., Attorney for the Tampa,
Peace Creek and St. Johns Railroad Company, requesting
a gnarantee from the Trustees that titles will be made to
the Company upon the construetion of the road in compli-
ance with the terms of the act granting lands to said
Company, in other words, that they be assured that the
failure to file their plat or survey of route within the
year will not interfere with their obtaining titles upon
the building of the road. And asking further, if the eon-
struction of the road is actually commenced in good
faith, will the Trustees consent not to resist an injunec-
tion against them to restrain them from selling to other
parties until the meeting of the Legislature, when an ex-
tension of time will be made.

Mr. Raney prepared a letter in reply to said commu-
nication which was read and unanimously approved by
the Board; and it was ordered that said letter expressing
the opinion of the Board and also the letter of Mr. Raney
upon the same subject dated April 19, 1880, be spread
upon the minutes. i

These letters are as follows, to wit:

Attorney General's Office,
Tallahassee, Florida, Apvil 19, 1880.
Hon. J. B. Wall,
Atty. Tampa, P. C. & 8t. Johns R. R. Co,,
Tampa, Fla.
Dear Sir:

Your favor of the 12th inst, reached me Saturday morn-
ing.

%5(’{-. 4 of the “Act to grant certain lands to the Tampa,
Peace Creek and St. Johns River Railroad Company” -
approved March 4, 1879, provided that “upon the filing
with the Board of Trustees by said Company of the sur-
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vey of the ronte which may be selected by said Company,
or any twenty miles thereof, the Trustees shall withdraw,
at the election of said Company or its President, the odd
or even numbered sections within such limits along or op-
posite the route or section thereof of {wenty miles so sur-
veyed, from sale: Provided, however, That the same shall
be restored to sale by the Board if the survey of the en-
tire route is not filed within twelve months from the pas-
sage of this Act.”

In your letter ygu state that the route of ihe road was
surveved and located for thirty three miles and the sur-
vey filed last year, and that since then negetiations have
been pending between the original incorporators and a
northern Company for the transfer to the latter of the
charter and franchises; that the fact that this matter had
not been settled and that the original Company was
wholly unable to build the road was the only reason why
the survey was not completed within the year. You also
say that the transfer has been made, and the vresent
Company are making arrangements for the early con-
gtruction of the road, and are desirous of having the lands
withdrawn from market. You ask us to inform you if
the Trustees will place a liberal construction on the Aet,
and withdraw these lands from market if the survey is at
once completed. .

The Board of Trusiees will always be glad to do every
thing they legally can to encour2ze the development of
the country, and particularly by the construction of rail-
reads in the parts of the State having none and neediag
them as in this ease. T find however after a caveful ex-
amination of the authorities hearing on the question that
the fourth day of March A. D. 1880 was the last day in
which the survey could have been filed and have secured a
withdrawal, and that the view which includes this Jday
(instead of excluding it) is based npon the lilerality of
the Courfs in protecting against forfeitures. Top us fo
go any further would be a plain violation of {lie Statute
for which we could find no support. This it not the first
time this question has been hefore the Board. T'nder the
Language of the Statute I can see no room for construe-
tion affer the fourth day of March A. D. 1880 had passed,
there being no saving clause in the Act as to the Com-
pany’s inability to build the road.

Altho it is immaterial to the questicn now it is proba-
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bly better that T should state, that in the lefter of Fch-
ruary. 18th, 1879, transmitting the map of fhe thirty
three miles to which you refer the President of the T. P.
C. & Bt. J. R. R. Co. (Mr. John T. Lesley) after asking
that the lands along and adjacent fo the line marked on
guch map be withdrawn says “TI do not submit this map
to be filed but as a gnide to having the lands  withdrawn
along the route as far as surveyed. The remaining por
tion of the route will be completed as  fast as possible
when the whole route will be spbmitied and filed as the
law dirvects.” "

The “Gainesville. Ocala and Charlot{s TTarbor Raileead
Company” filed a survey of its entive voule within the
time prescribed by the Statute, and after consulfine with
Mr. Whitney their attorney the lands along the route from
Gainesville to Palatka were withdrawn—but not any
other lands, it being deemed ad -isable by hoth him und
the Roard to defer any further action in the premises
till the present month, when it is proposed to vaise certain
guestions in the 17, 8. Courts for adjndication.

We do not see that we ean extend the time prescribad
by the Legiglature for filing the survey and secnring the
withdrawal of the alternate sections from sale,

This has been read to and approved by the Board.

T have the honor to be

Very respectfully yonr
Obt. Servt.,
GEQ. P. RANIY.
Attornev General's Office.
Tallahassee, Fl_ﬂrit];l. July 8, 1330,
Hon. J. B. Wall, :
Atty. Tampa Peace Creek & St. Johng R, Railway
Co., Tampa, Fla.
Dear Sir:

I have the honor to acknowledge your commmnication
24th ulio. In my last to you on the subject of the with-
drawal from sale of the alternate sections of land granted
the above named compsny by thapter 3168 Laws of 1'lor-
ida is a full statement of The yviews of the Board «f Trns-
tees upon their power to make the withdrawal, these views
hayve undexgone no change. The failure of the Company
te file the snrvey renders it impossible for us o make ‘he
withdrawal. Had any withdrawal been made npon the
bagis of the survey of a small portion of the route sent by
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your P'resident (wiih instructions not to file i)  the
statute would have still imposed the duty of restoring
them to sale on the failure to file the survey for the earice
raute within fwelve months fron the pagsage of the Aef,

The lands which, had you filed the surveyv would Lave
come under the withdrawal provisions, now in default of
such filing stand under the law open for sale (o the first
peggon offering to buy and fendering the price.

Shonld you file a survey now and proceed to construct
the road as contemplated by the Act, we think that yeu
would be entitled to such alternate sections within the
gix mile limit of each seetion of ten miles as had not been
sold previous to the completion of the grading and laving
of the crossties, Provided however that for everv forty
miles g0 graded and cross-tied, Ten Miles shall be comple-
ted. ironed and equipped. We cannot give anv enaran-
tee against purchasers intervening prior to such constrne
tiou, nor any individual gnarantee against the interposi-
tion of creditors of the fund in opposition to (he  above
Views.

Should any suit be bronght in any court other (hian the
U. 8. Circuit Court for the Northern District of Flovida
to enjoin us from selling the alternate sections we wonld
feel it onr duty to plead that the T. 8 Court has the jn-
risdiction of the questions involving the fund hv virtue
of its receivership and orders in the Vose ecase nnder
which we are now aeting and we should further feel it our
duty to lay before any court the facts as to the survey not
being filed.

Should any court in the face of this showing enjoin the
sale which we do not believe any  conrt wonld do.  we
should feel hound to appeal from the decision unless the

- creditors of the fund were satisfied that the ceservarion
khould be made; we should also feel it to he onr  duty
anyhow 1o have the question settled as to whelber or not
while the Vose suit is pending any other Counrt can admin-
ister the fund., .

I have the Honor to ha T
Yours very Respy.,
! GEO. P. RANEY.

The Board then adjonrned.

Attest : C. DREW, President pro tem.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Recretary.
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Tallahassee, Florida, July 17th, 1880.

“The Board met in the Treasurer’s Office.

Present: Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynu, Treasurer.
George P. Raney, Attorney General.

The Attorney General laid before the Board the follow-
ing order of the United States Circuit Court for the
Southern District of New York, to wit: .

In the Circnit Court of the United Htates.
For the Sonthern District of New York.
In Equity.
David L. Yulee
V8.
Francis Vose.
On Motion
for Injunction.
(Two Motions)
Present:
Hon. Samuel Blatchford
Circuit Judge.
New York, July 13th 1880.

In this cause two motions coming on to be heard, to en-
join the defendant from proceeding with his action at law
in this court against the Complainant as an endorser of
twenty-seven certain promissory notes made by the Plori-
da Railroad Company to Vese, Livingston & Company, for
five thousand dollars each, deseribed in the Bill »f Com-
plaint herein; and from selling or disposing of one hun-
dred and ninety five honds and coupons of said Florida
Railroad Company, known as Internal Improvement Fund
Bonds and Coupons deseribed in said Bill of Complaint,
and deposited as collateral security with said Notes,—
pending the hearing and determination of this ~anse.

And the Court having heard Edward N. Dickerson,
Tsq.. on behalf of the complainant and Edwin W.
Stovghton, Esqr., and J. C. B. Drew, Esq. on behalf of
the defendant.

Tt is now Ordered, i

That the said Francis Vose be and he hersby is, en-
joined from proceeding any further in his said action at
law acainst the said David T.. Yulee, and from selling or
negotiating the sale of any of said bonds or the coupons
belonging thereto, or any judgment founded upon any of
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gaid coupons into which said conpons may have been
merged until the final determination of this action.
Dated, New York, July 14th, 1880.

(Signed) SAML. BLATCHFORD.
it ).)0)
( SEAL ) A Copy.
((4)))

JOHN J. DAVENPORT,
Clerk.

Whereupon it was

Resolved, That neither the Board its Salesman nor
Agents shall receive any of the Bonds or Coupons men-
tioned in said order, or any judgment founded thereon in
payment for lands belonging to the Internal Improvement
Fund, or for any other purpose until the further order of
the Board.

Resolved. That the Hon. David L. Yulee, the omplain-
ant in said suit, and M. A. Williams, Esq., Agt of the
Board at Jacksonville be immediately notified of the
above resolution.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: C. DREW, President pro tem.

GEO. P. RANEY, Becretary pro tem.

Tallahassee, Fla., July 24, 1830.

The Board met in the Exccutive Office.

Present: Geo. F. Drew, Governor.
Columbus Drew. Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
Geo. P. Raney. Attyv. Genl.

The Atty.. Genl. was apptd. Secy. pro tem. The
communication of Hon. Jas. M. Baker, of counsel
for the Board in the Vose case, to the Atty. Genl. as to
the record for the appeal in the matter of My, Vose's pe-
tition for costs and expenses was read and the Attorney
General authorized fo instrnef Mr. Raker fo nerfact (he
appeal and to forward the ¢lerk’s bill for the record and
that the same would be paid. '

The Secretary pro tem was directed to notify Mr. T.
Coryell, that no more sales of any of the praperty pur-

26 1. L.
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chased by the Board for swamp Land Indemnity Investi-
gations must be made except for cash and that on such
sales heing made the cash must be remitted to the Treas-
urer of the Board; provided, however, that sales mayv be
made on credit if the anthority of the Board should he
hereafter obtained. And the Secretary pro tem was
further instructed to request My, Coryell to forwayd to
the Treasurer of the Board the acceptances received by
him for sales of said property already made, but to state
to him that the receipt by the Board of such aceeprances
should not be nnderstood as relieving Mr. 8. I Wailes or
any one, of his responsibility for the property so sold,
unless said acceptances should be paid at maturity as
such sales were not authorized to be made on eredit.

The Board adjourned.

GEO. F. DREW, President.
GEO. I’. RANEY, Secy. pro tem.

Tallahassee. Florida, August 9, 1880.

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Presenat: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer,

Geonge . Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

An application was received from Andrew M. 'Quinn
for the change of enfry No. 8333 made by him November
6, 1877. from the NE} of NW] of Section 22, T. 30, 8. R.
16 E., to the NE1 of NW} Section 22, T. 30, 8., R. 15 B,
on account of an error in said enfryv: and the said Andrew
M. O'Guinn having returned the deed made to him by the
Trustees. and having executed a deed reconveyving the
first named tract to the Trustees T. I. Fund. and having
made the affidavits required by the Rules and regulatioas
of this Board in such cases, It was Ordered, that 1he
change of entry he allowed as requested.

© A communication was received frum the Receiver at the
U. 8. Land Office at Gainesville enclosing a lefter from
the Commissioner of the General Land Office at Wash-
ington announcing that the State Selection of Lot No. 1,
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Bec. 5, T. 64 &, R. 37 E, as Swamp land was held for
rejection, the Rtate authorities having notified that de-
partment that they do not desire an investication re-
gpecting said tract, and are willing that the howmesread
¢laim of Cephas Pinder thereto be confirmned ; which let-
ter was read and placed on file.

Phe Ralesman of the Board, Hugh A. Corley, vepocied
that. in avcordance with the resolutions of the Board, he
had, on the 1ith July. offered for sale at St. Lucie, in
Brevard county, the lands of the Internal Improvement
Fund in Dade & Brevard counties recently confirmed
and patented to the State embraced in Patents Nos, 14
& 20. Swamp Selections, and List No. 1 Internal Im.
provement Selections in the late Nt Augustine, now
Gainesville Land Distrviet.

The Secretary laid before the Board a letter from k. J.
Berry. Timber Agent, recommending that stumpagze on
cord-wood on Suwannee river be suspended for the pres
ent, for the reasons that the parties there engaged in cut-
ting cord-wood are very poor, that they get onlv S1.3 er
cord for their wood. and cannot afford fo pay stuipage
of 25 cents per cord.

Ordered, That the stumpage on cord wood ta he deliv-
ered on the Suwanuee river be reduced to 15 ceufs per
eord—this reduction to continue until the fivat dav of
January next. and the further arder of this Boa!

The Secretary laid before the Board a letter [rom ile
8t. Johns and Lake Eustis Railroad Company stafing
that said road is now completed. and inguiring what
further steps are now necessary to secure deed for the
lands granted to said Company; which letter was tead
and referred to the Attorney General.

The Secretary laid bhefore the Board the Bond of
Thomas Osteen, Special Agent in Taylor countv for the
collection of stumpage. said bond heing for $500 with
Wm. R. Perry, Thomas J. Faulkner, W. . Towle and W.
H. Gainey as sureties: Said Bond was approved and or-
dered placed on file.

The Attorney General read a letter from Mr. James
M. Shomaker inguiring whether the Trustees will aid the
construction of a railroad from Jacksonville to Tampa
Bay, and was requested to reply that the Trustees will ex-
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tend such aid as they are authorized by law to do, and so
far ag they can under the orders of the couris.

The Secretary was instructed to write fo Mr. 1. Coryell
and request him to transmit to the Treasurer of the
Board the acceptance received by him for the sale of
horses and mules employed in the Swamp Land Indem-
nity Investigation. .

D. I. Craft, Special Timber Agent for Hillsboro® coun-
ty, having paid in for stumpage $77.21 on lands not de-
seribed, it was ordered, that 20 per cent thereof be placed
in the School Fund and the remainder in the Internal
Improvement Fund, this order to be subject to the ap-
proval of the Board of Education.

Notice having been received that probably the Fund
will soon receive from Washington an amount of Land
Certificates or floats issued as indemmity for Swamp
Lands located with Land Warrants, in the U. 8. Land
Offices prior to March 3, 1857, it was unanimously

Resolved, That whenever the Board shall receive from
the United States Government certificates or warrants as
indemnity for lands located in the Unifed States Land
offices, under the Acts of Congress of March 2, 1855, and
March 3, 1857, said certificates or warrants will be dis-
posed of by this Board at the same prices which are fixed
for lands, the scale of prices for warrants to be the same
as for the same quantity of Swamp Lands.

On motion, it was ordered, that James M. Baker, Eaq., -
be paid twe hundred and fifty dollars on account of pro-
fessional services as Attorney & Soliciter,

The following accounts were presented and approved:

M. A. Williams, Coms. on Sales in July, $79.30.

E. J. Berry, Timber Agent, Expenses in June, $81.25.

E. J. Berry, Timber Agent, Expenses in July, $47.50.

South Florida Citizen, Advertising, $25.00.

Florida Union, Advertising, $31.50.

Postage for Salesman’s Office, $49.20.

Hugh A. Corley, Salesman, Expeases of frip to St.
TLucie and back to offer lands for sale, §59.25.

Hugh A. Corley, Salesman, cash paid for telegrams and
office expenses, $8.12.

The account was presented of Mr. Mchlon Gore, Pro-
prietor of the Orange County Reporfer for advertising
Swamp and I, I. Lands brought into market amounting
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to $45. The Board approved the acet. to $30 and disap-
proved the rest. The Board then adjourned.

President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY,
Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, August 17th, 188(

The Board met at the Attorney (ieneral’s Office.

Present: C. Drew, Comptroller.

Geo. P. Raney. Atty. Genl.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

A Bill of H. T. Blocker for seventy two 30-100 Dollars
for services as special agent of swamp lands investiga-
tion during months of May and April being the balance
of his bid of One Hundred & Twenty two 30-100 Dol-
lars dated June 1, upon which fifty dollars had been paid
under order of this Board. Said Balance $72.30 was or-
dered paid.

The Board then adjourned.
C. DREW,

P'resident pro tem.
Attest;
GEO. P. RANEY,
Secretary pro tem,

Tallahassee, Florida, August 23d, 1880.

The Board met in the Executive Chamber,
Present: Geo. F. Drew, Governor.

C. Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

Geo. P. Raney, Atty. General.

The following communications from AMr, T. Coryell was
aid before the Board by Hon. Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
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Jacksonville, Augt. 20th, 1880.
Walter Gwynn, Isq.,
sState Treas.,
Dear Sir:
I have the honor tu make the following reporr and re-
iurn of joint propeviy sold by me.

Omne pair mules (recd Drft. & paid)............ 300.08
One horse (recd. Drft. $100 paid & cash $50...... 150.00
One mare (Tedd. PRt ol st e I 150.00
Tnclosed Bad, . .00 oheidi e s U TR $600.00

H. P. Robinson’s acct. June 23 6 mos.. 104.00
E. W. Agnew acct. June 22 90 days.... 50.00

My eheck on Bk. Jacksonville......... 296.00—%450.00
Leaving a balance in my hands of .... $150.00

to cover the expenses of 2 mos. eare, repairs t0 wagons
& harness—hire of drivers and travelling expenses as
paid out by me.
The balance of the property is covered by the following
orders
Jacksonville, Angt. 20th 1886.
Dr. Kendrick will please deliver to Walter Gwynn,
State Treas. or order One pair black mules—one pair Bay
Horses—Three Wagons and three sefs harness now at
your farm and one heavy farm wagon under Agnews's
shed at Ocala.
& Oblige
I. CORYELL.
The stock are running in pasture at an expense of $5
per week which includes storage for wagons & harness,
1 found it impossible to sell for cash at that time. Sept.
or Oct. will bring a demand when cash sales can be ef-
fected, 1 have placed the following value on the uasold

Blacls Mules 8 . . b R S (sl S $300.00
Bay EIOTEeS o0 7 v b e S e 300.00
3 Hpring Wagon. ... . »-was. 2l a SriL st 40.00
Carryall & HArness .......« ..es. e e e el 100.00
Light farm Wagon .....c..si ecssarsioeoyivesne 76.00
Heavy farm wagon (in Oecala) ........... D rt e 75.00
9 coth HATHEHS 1 viie flias oot ae. 30.00

$920.00
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which prices they should bring if properly sold. If I
understand the letters from Coms. of land office T sup-
pose the intention was to take the remaining property in
possession & to have no more responsibility in the mat-
ter of either care or sale. The order gives yvou possession.
Truly,
I. CORYELL,

Whereupon the Treas. Hon. Walter Gwynn was in-
structed to address the followine letter to Mr, Coryell
Tallahassee, Florida, Augt. 23d, 1880.
I Cowpell, Esq.,
Jacksonville, Fla.

Dear Sir:

Your favor of 20th - iost, with enclosures
was received on Saturday. We had no meeting of the
Board of Trustees that day, but concluded after consul-
tation with Mr. Raney it was best to send forward the
check for $296.00 on Bank of Jacksonville, and did do.

The Governor is here to-day and we have just had =
meeting of the Board. Of course you understand that the
Board of Trustees recognize you only as the agent of Mr.
Wailes, whom this Board understands to desire that the
proceeds of all sales of the personal property used in the
indemnity investigations, should he paid over to 1. All
collections made on your draft and the acceptances, will
of course be placed to the credit of the amount advanced
to purchase the property.

The Board will not take vour order on Dr. Kendrick
a8 a delivery of the property. If it is the purpose of Mr.
Wailes, (with whom we will communicate at once) to
turn over the property to it, it will have to send an agent
to inspect the same before receiving it. In the meantime
it looks to Mr. Wailes for the proper care of the property.

Please refer again to the correspondence & see if yom
are not mistaken as to the Board's intentions to take ita
property out of Mr., Wailes’ possession,

We do not agree that the $150 should have been retain-
ed by you, but do think that you should have sent an
itemized statement of expenses—such was the expecta-
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tion of the Board. Is Dr. Kendrick allowed to use the
animals &c?
Yours respectfully,
WALTER GWYNN,
Treas. I. I. Fond.
The Board then adjourned.
GEO. F. DREW,
President.
Attest:
GEO. P. RANEY,
Becretary pro tem.

Tallahassee, Florida, September 18 1850.

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Colambus Drew, Comptroller,
Geo. P. Raney. Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Comr, of Lands & T.

The following bills were presented, approved and order-
ed paid:

Philip Walter, Clerk U. 8. Circuit Court for making
record on appeal in case of F. Vose vs. Trustees 1. I.
Fund & other Court expenses $298.25. C. H. Foster Clerk
of the Supreme Court of Florida costs in the case of W,
A. C."Benbow vs. Marquis & Co. $12.75-100. Geo. P. Raney
expenses trip to Jacksonville attending U. 8. Court in
Rail Road cases §6.50, L. J. Berry Timber Agt. for ex-
penses in August $124.80.

The Secretary laid before the Board a communication
from John C. Chambers, President of the Midland Rail-
way, Drainage & Canal Company inquiring what interest
the State of Florida would pay for a loan of one Million
of Dollars. The State giving Ten Millions of acres of
land as security for the same but said security to remain
under the control of the State for the purpose of sales,
&c., and also making further inquivies with reference to
the Vose claim against the Tnternal Improvement Fund,
which letter was referved fo the Commissioner of Lands
and Immigration for reply.

'A letter was received from W. Hallett Phillips of
Washington City dated Sep. 11th, 1880, making inquiries
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respecting the free Land bonds issued by the Florida Rail
Road Company. The Secretary was instructed to reply
to Mr. Phillips that the Internal Tmprovement is in no-
wise responsible for either the principal or the interest
of the Free Land Bonds issued by said Company. That
the said Bonds were secured or attempted to be secured
by mortgage upon the Lands granted by the United
States and by the Siate to aid in the construction of the
Florida Rail Road. and that further information concern-
ing the same can be ohtained by corresponding with the
land commissioner of the Fla. Rail Roard Company at
Fernandina.

Letters were received from Samuel A. Swann enclosing
letters from James Hastings of England respecting the
gale of a million acres of land which letters were re-
ferred to the Commissioner of Lands and Immigration
for a reply.

Col. E. A. Protois Agent of the United States for In-
vestigating the swamp land indemnity claim of the
State of Florida made an application to the Board for the
purchase of the team of mules and the waggon and har-
ness now owned by the Board proffering to pay for the
same three hundred dollars and also applying for the use
of the horse team and waggon for the use of the State
Agent in making the investigation which proposition the
Secretary was instructed to refer to 8. 1. Wailes State
Agent in Washington.

The following resolution was unanimously adopted:

Resolved that the Attorney Genepal do prepare a Bond
or Btipulation to be executed by the Trustees and proper
securities for the payment of all fees to which the Clerk
of the Unifed Stater Supreme Court or the successors
may at any time be entitled in the matter of the appeal
from the decrees of the U. 8. Cirenit Court Northern
Dist. of Florida making allowances of moneys to Francis
Vose for costs and expenses in the case of F. Vose et al.
Va. Trustees Internal Improvement Fund et als and that
the same L+ executed.

The Bourd then adjourned.

GEO. F. DREW,
President.

Attest: g

HUGH A. CORLEY, Eecy.
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Tallahassee, Fla., September 30th, '80.

The Board met in the Treasurer's Office,

Present: Walter Gavynn, Treasurer.

Geo. I’. Raney, Atty. (GGeneral.
Hugh A. Corley, Commr. of Lands & 1.

The following resolution was unanimously adopted:
Resolved, That the Treasurer advance to the Attorney
General four hundred Dollars to be transmitted to the
Clerk of the Supreme Court of the United States in
Waschington as security for costs in the appeal by the
Trustees from the orders and decrees of the U. 8. Cireuit
Court for tie Northern District of Florida allowing cer-
tain costs and expenses to Franecis Vose in the suit now
pending between the said Vose and said Trustees,

The Board then adjourned. ¥

President pro tem.

Attest:

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secy.

Tallahassee, Florida. October 12, 1880.

The Board met in the Treasurer’s Office,

Present: Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gjwynn, Treasurer.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration,

Application was received from Joseph W. Boring for a
change of entry No. 7255, made December 24, 1875, of
the Wi of NW} Section 6, T. 21 8, R 35, E, to the W1
of NE} Section 1, T 21 8, R 34 E, and said application
being accompanied with the required affidavit and a deed
of reconveyance, it was

Ordered, That entry No. 7255 be canceled, and that
the purchase money be applied as far as it will go to the
entry by said Joseph W. Boring of the W} of NE{ See-
tion 1, T 21 8, R 35 E.

Applications were received for the cancellation of the
following entries, which were allowed and the purchase
money ordered refunded on the first named:

Entry No. 9029, NW1 of NW} of Section 7, T 358 R
18 E, made by William C. Brown November 25, 1879.

Entry No. 9393, NE} of SW} Section 12, T 288, B
21 E, made by Williams & Swann August 5, 1880.
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The hond of James M. Duncan as Special Agent for the
collection of stumpage in Hamilton County was present-
ed. approved and ordered filed.

The following accounts were presented & approved:

Hugh A. Corley, Expenses of trip to Monroe, Manatee
and Polk Counties bringing lands into market, and for
telegraphing & stationery, $96.90.

. Miss Sue M. Archer, for mounting on cloth 844 town-
ghip plats in the Land Office @7e, $59.08.

¢. A. Bryan, Jr., Binding Salesman’s Certificates, $2.50.

(George P. Raney, Express charges in sending $400 to
the Clerk of the U. 8., Supreme Court at Washington,
$2.00.

Postage account Salesman’s Office, $53.68.

James T. Magbee, Publisher Tampa Guardian, publish-
ing notice of lands brought into market, $25.00

Walter Gwynn, Express charges on moneys sent by the
Special Timber Agents, $1.50.

The Board then adjourned.

C. DREW,
. President pro tem.

Attest:

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, November 13, 1830,

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General,

Hugh A. Corley, Commisssioner of Lands &
Immigration,

The Governor laid before the Board a letter from the
Commissioner of the General Land Office requesting a re-
linquishment of the apparent title of the State to the
fractional 8W1, or Lot No. 2, Seetion 2, T 34, 8, R 17
E, which had been patented to the State as Swamp land,
but which was entered at the U. 8. Land Office by Thomas
Peterson February 27. 1847; and a deed relinquishing
the right, title and claim of the State in and to said
tract of land was executed by the Trustees. ‘
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The Governor laid hefore the Board a letter from the
Commissioner of the General Land Office requesting a
relinquishment of the apparent title of the State to'the
NEL of NW1 and-SWi of NW] Bection 13, T 13, 8, R 22
E, said tracts not being claimed hy the BState nor re-
ported to the General Land Office, but nevertheless having
been patented to the State as Swamp Lands. The NE}
of NW1 of said section having been purchased from the
Trustees February 17, 1877, hy George G. Smith and
Thomas B. Smith (Entry No. T926) the Secretars was
instructed to write to the purchasers and request a re-
conveyance of said Tract to the Trustees in order that
the same may be relinquished to the United States. The
Trustees executed a deed surrendering to the Uniied
States the right, title and claim of the State in and to
the SW1 of NW1 of gaid Section.

Upon application of the purchasers the following en-
tries were canceled and the Treasurer directed to refand
the purchase money therefor:

Entry No. 8763 by John Vinzant, Jr., made February
18, 1879, Lot No. 3 and 8% Lot No. 4, Seetion 30, Town-
ship 30, South, Range 20, East, 131.17 acres—Amount of
purchase money $104.93.

Entry No. 8059, by John W. Green made Aungust 20,
1879, Lot No. 3, Section 10, Township 5, South, Range 25,
Hast, 30 acres—Amount of purchase money $30.00.

Entry No. 8721, David J. Lee, made December 21, 1878,
RBE} of 8W1 Section 26, Township 7, South, Range 13,
East, 40 acres—Amount of purchase money $40.00.

The following change of entry was allowed:

Entry No. 6519 hy Maleolm M. Overstreet made- Au-
gust 4, 1873, from the SE} of NE1 Section 29, Township
25. Bouth, Range 29, East, to the NE] of SW1 Section 28,
Township 26, South, Range 29, East.

The Attorney General reported back the papers in the
caze of the contest of 1. 0. Barwick against the entry by
John W. Hagan of the SEI of NE1 Section 30, T. 20. 8,
R 23 E. and the Board decided to issue a deed to Mr. Ha-
gan. Ordered, That the Secretary notify Mr. Barwick of
the decision. ‘

The Commsisioner laid before the Board a letter from
the Comgmissioner of the General Land Office with respect
+0 the unconfirmed Internal Tmprovement selections, and
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suggesting that if it is desired that the unconfirmed se-
lections made prior to “Gainesville List No. 17 be consid-
ered as adjudicated and declared void, that the Trustees
relinquish fo the United States all claim the State may
have in such selections, and transmit the same to the Gen-
eral Land Office. The Commissioner was instructed to
prepare a relinquishment in accordance with said sug-
gestion.

The Commissioner laid before the Board a letter from
8. D. MeConnell, Esq., inquiring how to get a contract
from the Trustees for clearing out the Withlacoochee
river up to Panasofkee Lake so as to make it navigable
for steam-boats. The Secretary was instructed to reply
to Mr. McConnell that the Trustees have no power or
authority under the laws of the State to confract for re-
moving obstructions to navigation in the rivers,

The followirg Lills were presented for expepses inenr-
red in the 8wamp Land Indemnity Tnvestigation :

Halev T. Blocker, for services as Special Agent and
traveline expenses in Septf. and Oct., $204.15.

Wm. Hurter & Co.. of Jacksonville, provisions, $18.34.

Robert J. Kendrick, pasturage and care of stock andd
storage of wagons, $96.42.

Said accounts were postponed until the arvival of Mr.
B. I. Wailes:

A letter was received from Col. E. A. Protoiz, U. 8.
Agent for examining Swamp lands, inquiring whether he
would be permitted to retain the use of the wagona and
teams of the State in the further prosecntion of his in-
vestigation. The Secretary was instrueted fo telegraph
him to retain the teams until Mr. Wailes should arrive,
and afterwards snbject to Mr. Wailes” approval.

The Secretary 1aid before the Board a letter from Peter
8. Harllee. Special Timber Agent in Manatee connty. stat-
ing that the Btate’s Attorney in that district claims that
stumpage cannot be charged for dead and fallen pine on
State lands, and asking further instructions respecting
the collection thereof; which letter was referred to the
Attorney General.

A letter was received from Robert Morrow asking {hat
the State relinquish its elaim fo Tot No. 1, Sec. 3, T 45 8,
R 43 E, selected as Swamp land but not yet patented to
“the State, said tract having been entered under (e Home-
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stead Act of Congress by W. H. Moore in May, 1871, and
he having made his final proof as reguired by fhe laws of
e United States,

Ordered, That the Commissioner withdraw the elaim of
the State for said tract of land.

The Board proceeded to the sonsgideration of a commu-
nication from Col. A. J. Lane, President of the Sainr
Johns and Lake Eustis Railroad Compuny, accompanied
with the certificate and affidavit of W. P’. Couper, Civil
Bngineer, showing that the road had been complefed and
is in operation from Astor, on the St. Johus river, to Fort
Maron on Lake Eustis, and giving the details of construe-
tion. The Balesman was mstructed to preparz a  deed
for the signature of the Trustees conveying to said Com-
pany the lands granted to them by an Act of the Legisla-
tare approved February 20, 1879, entitled “An Act io in-
corporate the 8t, Johns and Lake Eustis Radway Com-
pany,” (Chapter 3169, laws of Florida) said deed to be
placed in the hands of the Attorney General for delivery
after reporting the execution thereof to the U. 8. Circuit
Court.

Mr. Samuel A. Swann, of Fernandina, appeared before
the Board. in response to their request, and conferred
with them respecting a proposition made by Cen. F. 8,
Sanford to purchase lands at reduced prices. The propo-
gition of Gen. Ranford was to purchase from 500.000 to
1.000.000 acres at thirty cents per aere, payable in zash or
conpons. (Certificates or Warrants to be issued ‘or these
lands in quantities from 40 to 640 acres, to be loenfed
upon any of the lands offered. Payment to be made as
follows: $150.000 by April 1881—remainder within one
year thereafter. Certain lands in Orange couniy, (200.-
000 or 300.000 acres) to be veserved. and ofhers to e re-
perved as designated. After some time spent in consider-
ing the proposition, the Board declined to accept the
terms, and instructed the Secretary fo notify Gen. Ran-
ford of the decision.

The following accounts were presented & approved:

E. J. Berry, Timber Agent, expenses for the months of
September and October, $103.75.

M. A, Williams, Commissions on Sales for the months
of August, September & October, $126.05.

»
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Wm. T. Webster, furnishing plats for the Salesman’s
Office, $4.00.

C. E. Dyke, Printing, July, Aug., Sept. & October,
£40.00,

L. G. Sibley, Sheriff of Putnam County, Expenses &o
in seizure of timber cut by Starrat & Wright, $24.75.

H. A. Corley, for telegram. $1.40.

W. . Bloxham. formerly Secretary of State, for com-
missions as Notaries 'ublic to Special Agent, for investi-
gating Swamp land claims, $8.00.

Samuel A, Swann, Traveling expenses from Fernandina
to Tallahassee and back at the reguest of the Trustees,
$21.50.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: ' GE(. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida. December 1, 1880,

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew. Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer,

George P. Raney, Attorney Gen=val.

Hugh A. Corley, Commirsioner of Lands and
Tmmigration.

The following accounts were presented and approved :

Walter Gwynn, Traveling expenses to Lafayette county
as witness against Seth Stevens in a suit to recover mon-
eys received for timber eut on State lands, $14.65.

M. A. Williams, Commissions on sales in November,
$2.90.

The Governor laid before the Board a letter from the
Commissioner of the General Land Office requesting a ve-
linquishment of the State's title to the SWI1 of SW! Sec-
tion 1, SE} of SE} Bection 2, NE! of NE}! Section 11
and NW] of NW1 Section 12, Township 3, South, Ranse
21, East, which had been patented to the State us swamp
lands. but which had been entered at the United States
Land Office, under the pre-emption law. by Joshna Geizer,
July 14, 1856, which entry wae confirmed by 'he et of
Congress of March 3, 1857. The Commissioner of Lands
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-and Immigration reported that the 8W1 of 8W ! Section
1 and NI of NI} of Section 11 of said township were
conveyed to the Florida Atlantic and Gulf Ceutral Hail-
road Company under the act of January 6, 1855, and that
the SE] of SE! Sec. 2 and the NW{ of NW1 of Section 2
have been sold to William E. Jackson. The Commission-
er of Lands and Inunigration was instructed fo wnotify
the Commissioner of the General Land Office that ‘he said
tracts have been sold and passed out of the control of the
State authorities.

The Commissioner laid hefore the Board a letfer from
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, inclosing'a
copy of a letter from that office to the Register and Re-
ceiver of the U. 8. Land office at Gainesville, rejecting
the swamp selection of Lot No. 1, See. 3, T 45 8, R 43 E,
entered under the homestead act by William H. Moore,
the said selection having been withdrawn under instruc-
tions from the Trustees I. I. Fund. *

The Salesman reported that, in accordance with the in-
structions of the Board, he had offered for sale the swamp
lands embraced in Patents 17, 18, 19 and 20 of the former
Tampa, now Gainesville, Land District, lying in Monroe,
Manratee and Polk counties, at the following times and
places, to wit:

Thre lands in Monroe county, at Fort Myers, August 16.

The lands in Manatee county, at Pine Level, August 30.

The lands in Polk county, at Bartow, September 6.

The attention of the Board was called to an act of Con-
gress approved June 9. 1880, as follows, to-wit:

An Aet to confirm certain entries and warrant Incations
in the former Palatka Military reservation in Florida.

Pe it Resolved by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatires of the United States of Ameriea in Congress as-
gemhled That in all cases in which lands Iyving within 1he
limits of the former Palatka military reservation in Flor-
ida have heen entered hv settlers under the homesfead
laws, and their entries are found to conflict with selee-
tiore hy the State of Florida under the grant of swamp
lands hy act of Coneress of September twentv-eight, cigh-
tean hvndred and fifty, which are confirmed by the aet
of March third. eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, and in
whirh =aid settlers have in good faith complied with the
reouirements of the homestead laws, their entries be, and
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the same are hereby confirmed, on the State filing with
the Commissioner of the General Land Office its relin-
quishment of all claim thereto; and the State shall thera-
upon be entitled to select in lieu thereof an equal quantity
of land from any of the vacant and unappropriated pmblic
lands of the United Stafes in Florida, and patents shall
be issued to the State for the lands so selected in lieu of
the tracks taken by the settlers.

Sec. 2. That in all cases in which lands lying within
said reservation have been entered at private entry or lo-
cated by military land-warrants, and which confliet with
said selections, the same are also hereby coufirmed on
the Btate relinquishing all claim thereto; and the State
shall thereupon be entitled to indemmity in the sime
manner as indicated in the first section of thiy aect.

The following resolntion was unanimously adopted:

Resolvagl, That this Board request the Governor to re-
commend to the Legislature at the next session that the
claim of the State be relinquished to the swamp lands
within the former Palatka military reservation hich
have been entered by settlers under the homestend laws
and in which said settlers have in good faith complied
with the requirements of said laws, or which have bLeen
entered at the United States Land Office at private eutry
or located with military land-warrants.

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration laid he-
fore the Board a telegram from Col. E. A. Protois, at
Leeshurg, stating that Mr. C. F. Hopkins declinea to pro-
ceed with the swamp investigation since informed {hat
the Truostees eannot provide for the payment of his sal-
ary. and requesting that some person‘be gent on to repre-
gent the State,

Ordered, That the Commissioner of Lands and Tmmi-
gration confer with Haley T. Blocker and employ him to
accompany Col. Protois if his services can be procured.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

i
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Tallahassee, Florida, December 4, 1830.

The Board met in the Treasurer s Office.

Present: Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney Gensral.
Hugh A. Corley, Comissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

Entry No. 9403, made by Williams & Swann, deed made
to John M. Hall, was, upon the application of :aid John
M. Hall, changed from the 8W1 of NW] Section 34, Town-
ship 6, South, Range 14, East, to the NW1 of NE} of the
same section.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest:

HUGH A. CORLEY, President pro tem.

Secretary.
.

Tallahassee, Florida, Decanber 9, 1880,

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbug Drew, Comptroller.

YWalter Gwynn, Treasurer.

(Gieorge P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Inmigration.

The Governor laid before the Board a letter from 1 N,
Dickerson, Esq., Attorney for ). L. Yulee, giving notice
that the injunection heretofore granted in the Tinited
States Cirenit Court for the Southern Distriet of New
York, at the suit of David L. Yulee vs. Franeis Vose, re-
straining said Vose from faking any proceedings under
the decree in his favor against the Trustees of the Inter-
nal Tmprovement Fund, has been dissolved. VWhereupon,
the resolntion adopted on the 17th .July last, not to re-
ceive the bonds or coupons held hy Mr. Vose in payment
for lands was rescinded.

ien. TL, 8. Sanford appeared before the Board .and con-
“ferred with them respecting a purchase of lands upon the
following terms:

250,000 or 300.000 to be selected in bodies of not less
than 640 acres and paid for in 90 days—the lands to be
reserved as selected.
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Other lands, making, with the other. 300,000 neres to be
selected and te be purchased within a year at the option
of Gen. Sanford.

Land certificates to be issued for S00.000 acres more in
from 10 to 840 acre tracts, with the option to purchase
within one vear.

Prices to be as low as the Board will consent (o accept.

Some time was gpent in discussing the proposition, and
the matter was postponed for further consideration

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: GEO. F. DREW. President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

L Tallahassee, Florida, December 10, 1880.

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor,

Colambus Drew, Compiroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney Generai.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

The Board resumed the consideration of Gen. Sanford’s
proposition for the purchase of land.

Mr. Corley offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Trustees will sell to Gen. H. &, San-
ford two hundred and fifty thousand acres of swamp linds
%0 be selected by him in bodies of not less than
acres, to be paid for in ninety days at fifty cents per acre
in coupon certificates; and as selections of said land shall
be made by him, they shall be reserved from sale nntil che
whole quantity is selected and until the time herveinhefore
limited. If the whole quantity of 250,000 acres shall not
be selected and paid for by the expiration of ninety days,
the privilege hereby granted shall be null and void.

Mr. Raney moved to fill the blank with “2560"” which
was not agreed to.

Mr. Gwynn moved to fill the blank with “six hundred
and forty.”

Upon which the vote was:

Yeas—Goy. Drew, Messrs. C. Drew, Gwynn & Cor-
ley—4. i



420

Nay—Mr. Raney—1.
So the blank was filled with “six hundred and forty,”
and the resolution was adopted—Mr. Raney dissenting.
The Board then adjourned.
Attest: GEO. F. DREW, President.
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, December 18, 1380.
The Board met in the Executive Office.
Present: George F. Drew, Governor.
Columbus Direw, Compiroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
George P. Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

A letter was received from Messrs. Cockrell & Wallear,
Attorneys of William Caulk and William H. Caulk, heirs
at law of 1. D. Hart, deceased, enclosing a copy of a cer-
tificate made by the Commissioner of Lands and Immigra-
tion that on the 9th day of December, 1857, the =aid T. D.
Hart purchased from the Trustees of the Internal Im-
provement Fund Lot 1 of Section 31, T 19 8, R 31 K,
containing 73 84-100 acres, and requesting that the 1'rus
tees make a deed to said land. :

The Board declined to make the deed as requested.

The Governor laid before the Board a notice from the
Register and Receiver of the 1. 8. Land office at Gaines-
ville, that the testimony in the Swamp land contest case of
John O. Morgan in respect to Lot No. 4 Sec. 23 and Lot
No. 1 Sec. 26, T 43 |, R 27 E. shows that said lands are
not swamp and that said selections are therefore held for
rejection.

A letter was received from Gen. H. 8. Sanford, asking
the Board for the assurance that land certificates to the
amount of 1,000,000 to 1.500,000 acres will be sold fo him
at 40 cents per acre, which assurance the Board declined
to give.

A petition was received from several citizens of Polk
county requesting that the Board surrender the claim of
the State to the unconfirmed Internal Improvement Selee-
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Aiong in that county. As this had already been done, the
petition was placed on file without further action,

The Attorney General prepared a receipt to he signed
by the Trustees for the Apalachicola Arsenal with the
grounds, buildings and appurtenances thereunto belong-
ing, which was signed, and in the words and figures fol-
Jlowing, to wit:

“STATE OF FLORIDA.”

“Received of the Secretary of War of the United States,
the public property with the grounds, buildings and ap-
purtenances thereto belonging situated in Gadsden coun-
ty in the State of Florida. and known as the “Apalach-
icola Arsenal” or “Chattahoochee Arsenal.” said property
having been decreed and granted hy the United States to
the State of Florida by an act of Congress entitled “An
'Act donating Chattahoochee Arsenal to the State of
Florida for educational purposes,” approved December
16th, A. D. 1870, said act styling said property as the
“Chattahoochee Arsenal.” situated as aforesaid, and as
being at the date of said act occupied by said State as a
penitentiary. And said act directing the Secretary of
War to transfer said property to the Board of Internal
TImprovement of said State” to be held by them in trust
for the use, benefit and execution of the purposes of this
grant. or for such other public purposes as said Board
may deem proper.” The “grounds” being the land re-
served by the President of the United States for the “Ap-
alachicola Arsenal” in Gadsden county aforesaid, the
buildings and improvements thereon and the lands and
rights embraced in a deed of J. W. King, Attorney for
Daniel Matchett, dated February 17th, 1834, to wit: the
right forever to the use of a wharf erected by the United
Rtates on the premises of said Matechett, situated on the
river Apalachicola, in Lot No. 2, Rection 32, Fractional
Township 4. Range 6, N. & W., and also the right forever
to the causewayved road leading to the same.”

“Devember 18, 188().”

“GEORGE F. DREW, Governor.”

“COLUMBUS DREW, Comptroller,”

“WALTER GWYNN, Treasurer.”

“GEO. P. RANEY., Attorney General.”

HUGH A. CORLEY, Commissioner of
Lands and Immigration.”
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“Ex-officio Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund of the State of Florida.” ;

The Attorney General also filed a certified copy of the
deed of J. W. King, Attorney for Daniel Matchett, re
ferred to in said receipt, which deed is as follows:

TERRITORY OF FLORIDA.

This indenfture made the seventeenth day of February
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
thirty-four, and in the fifty-eighth year of the independ-
ence of the United States of America, between Joseph W,
King (Attorney for Danl. Matchett) of the county of
Gadsden, of the one part, and Capt. John Hills, of the
Ordnance Department, of the other part: Witnesseth,
that the said Joseph W. King, for and in consideration
of the sum of one dollar in hand paid, at and before the
sealing and delivery of these presents, the receipt whereof
is hereby acknowledged, hath granted. bargained, sold,
aliened, conveyed and confirmed, and by these presents
do grant, bargain, sell, alien, convey and confirm unto
the P'resident of the 17, 8, and his snccessor in office, the
right forever to the use of a wharf erected by the United
States on the premises of the said Matchett, situated on
the river Apalachicola in Lot No. 2, Section 32, Frae-
tional Township 4, Range 6, N. & W and also the right
forever to the causewayed road leading to the same. To
Have and to Hold the said privilege to the described
premises fo the said Danl. Matchett being, belonging or in
any wise appertaining, to the only proper use, benefit and
behoof of the Tnited States of America; And the said
Joseph W. King, Attorney for Danl. Matchett, his heirs,
executors and administrators, the said bhargained prem-
ises unto the said United States, against the said Danl
Matchett, his heirs, executors and administrators, and
all and every other person or persons, shall and will war-
rant and forever defend by virtue of these presents. In
Witness Whereof, the said J. W, King hath hereunto set .
his hand and affixed his seal the day and year first above
written.

J. W. KING (L. 8))
SBigned, Sealed & delivered
in the presence of
R. H. STEWART.
EDWD., FACE.
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_Btate of Florida E &8
Gadsden County i

1. Robert (. Lester, Clerk of the County Conrt for the
county aforesaid, do hereby certify that R. H. Stewart,
whose name is subscribed tq the within deed of convey-
ance as g witness, personilly appeared befove me in my
office and made oath that Joseph W. King, whose name
is thereunto subscribed, did in his presence acknowledge
that he signed, sealed and delivered the same for the
purposes wmentioned therein, and that he saw Edwd. Face
sign as a subscribing witness. Whereupon, T have duly
recorded the same in Book B. page 37.

In Testimony whereof, T have hereunto set my hand
and seal of office this 22nd day of February A. D, 1834,

(L. 8.)

R. C. LESTER, Clk.
By T. J. KENAN, D. C.

Know all men by these presents, That whereas, T, Dan-
iel Matchett, of Baltimore, State of Maryland, am seized
in fee of and in certain tracts and lots of land
situated in Gadsden county, Territory of Florida, late
in the possession of John MecCulloh, Esq., of said county,
and Territory aforesaid: Now, Enow Ye, that X
the said Daniel Matchett, have made, constituted.
and appointed Joseph W. King, of said Gadsden
county, to be my true and lawful attorney, for me and
in my name to lease any or all my said tracts or lots of
land, as well as houses or tenements on the same, in
said Gadsden county, as aforesaid, to such person or
persons, for a term not exceeding one year, and at such
yearly or other rents as the said King may think fit,
and te receive all such rents or arrears of rents which
now are or may hereafter hecome due, to me, and upon
receipt of such rents or rents to give proper acquittances
and sufficient discharges thereof, and in default of pay-
ment thereof, or any part thereof, to my said Attorney, T
do hereby authorize and empower him, my said Attorney.
for me, and in my name, to proceed by suit or suits at law
for the recovery thereof, ag by the said Attorney shall be
thought fit; and also for me and in my name, as my act
and deed, to sign, seal, execute and deliver such deeds and
conveyances for the learing or the absolute disposal of
any lot or tract, or any part thereof, with such clauses,
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covenants and agreements to be therein contained as my
said attorney shall think fit and expedient. Hereby ratify-
ing and confirming all such leases, deeds, conveyances,
bargains and sales, which shall at any time hereafter he
made by my said attorney touching or c¢oncerning the
premises. In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my
hand and seal this twenty-first day of September, one
thousand eight hundred and thirty-three.
DANL. MATCHETT. ( L.B.)
Signed, Sealed & delivered
in presence of
John H, Magher.
D. O. Harrison.
(i)
State of New York, | S8
City and County of New York | >
By this public instrument, Be it Known to all whom it
may concern, That I, William H. Maxwell Commissioner
in and for the State of New York, duly commissioned by
the Governor of the Territory of Florida. (by virtue of
an act of the Legislature of the said Territory entitled
“An Act to anthorize the appeintment of Commissioners,
&e. passed January 24th, 18317 and therein and thereby
authorized and empowered “to take the acknowledgement
of any deed, contract, letter of Atforney, mortgage or
conveyance of any lands, tenements and hereditaments,
lying or being in the Territory of Florida, or any other
writing under seal, to be used in said Territory, with full
power and aunthority to administer oaths -and affirma.
tions, take depositions,” &c.) Do hereby certify, that on
the :21-:‘[ day of September. A. D. 1833, Before me, said
Commissioner, personally came Daniel Matcliett, proven
to my satisfaction to be the grantor named and described
in the annexed letter of Llﬁmnm and having made known
to him the contents thereof, he acknowledged he had
truly signed, sealed and dehwrod and executed the samé
for the uses and purposes therein mentioned. 2
In Testimony Whereof, T Liave hereunto set my hand
and seal the day and year above written. .
WML 1. \[A\V\rELL,
Florida Commissioner.
Recorded this 5th day of March, A. D. 1834
R: C. LESTER. Clk, G. C. C.
By T..J. KENAN, DL€
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Territory of Florida, Gadsden County, ss.

I, Thomas J. Kenan, Clerk of the County Court for the
county aforesaid, do hereby certify that the foregoing is
a true transcript of the Letter of Attorney from Daniel |
Matchett to Joseph W. King, as recorded in my office,

In Testimony Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand
and annexed the seal of said Court this 12th day of May
A. D. 1834,

(L. 8.) T. J. KENAN, Clk.
Territory of Florida / _
Gadsden County. ) el

I, Thomas J. Kenan, Clerk of the County Court for the
county aforesaid, do hereby certify that there is no incum-
brance, judgment, lién or transfer of any kind whatever,
upon that part of a iract of land Danl. Matchett’s known
as Lot No. 2, Sec. 32, Fr. Township 4, Range 6, N. & W,
whieh was purchased from Joseph W. King, Attorney for
Danl. Matchett, by Captain John Hills, of the Ordnance
Department, for the United States, as appears from the
records of my office.

In Testimony Whereof, T have hereunto set my hand
and seal of said Court, this 12th day of May, A. . 1834,
(L. 8.) T. J. KENAN, Clk.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
WAR DEPARTMENT
Washington City, November 20th, 1877.
Pursuant to Section 882 of the Revised Statutes, I
hereby certify that the annexed papers are {rue copies of
the originals in the office of the Chief of Ordnance of this
Department.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and
caused the Seal of the War Department to be af-

(L. 8.) fixed, on the day and year first above written.

GEO. W. McCRARY,

Secretary of War.
The Attorney General also filed a plat of the lands re-
served for the Apalachicola Arsenal, and which was
granted to the State by the Act of Congress of December
15, 1870, together with the field notes of the survey
thereof. Tt was Ordered, That said papers be filed, and
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that a copy of said plat or diagram he placed upon the
records of the Board.

Which is dope on the following page of this record
book.
" The Board then adjourned.

GEO. F. DREW,
President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY,
Secretary.
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Tallahassee, Florida, January 3, 1881.
The Board met in the Executive Office.
Pregent: George F. Drew, Governor.
Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
George P. Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commr. of Lands & Immi-
gration.
The following aceounts were presented and approved:
E. J. Berry, Timber Agent, expenses for November,
$57.25.
E. J. Berry, Timber Agent, expenses for December,
$87.00.
W. Gwynn, Treasurer, Express charges paid, 50 cents.
The Board then adjourned.
GEO. F. DREW,
President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY, Becy.

Tallahassee, Florida, January 4, 1881.

The Board met at 10 ¢’clock A. M. in the Executive
Office.

Present: George F. Drew, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. R.me\, Attorney General

Hugh A. Corley, Commr. of Lands & Immi-
gration.

The Governor delivered to the Board three letters from
the Commissioner of the General Land Office:

The first dated June 16, 1880, enclosing Swamp Land
Indemnity Certificate No. 1, authorizing “the State of
Florida to select 9,999 20-100 acres of U. 8. Land in lien
of landr disposed of by the United States by warrant lo-
cations since September 27, 1850, and prior to March 3,
1857, and whieh have been proved to be Swamp land.

The Second dated October 14, 1880, enclosing Swamp
Lard Indemnity Certificate No. 2 for 4,656 71-100 acres.

The Third dated October 16, 1880 ‘enclosing Swamp
Land Indemnity Certificate Ne. 3, for 8,627 64-100 acres.

The three certificates aggregating 23,283.55 acres.
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These certificates having been procured through the
services of Sidney I. Wailes, of Washington, the State
Agent for the adjustment of land claims, and said agent
being under his contract entitled to twenty per cent.
thereof in compensation for his services amounting to
4,656.71 acres, and Certificate No. 2 embracing just that
gquantity, It was Ordered, That the Swamp Land Indem-
nity No. 2 embracing 4656.71 acres be assigned to the
said Sydney I. Wailes, and that he be constituted the
Agent of the State for the selection and entry thereof, at
his own expense, aund that whenever the selection ant
entries shall he made by him and patented to the State
under said certificate, the Trustees will convey the land
g0 selected and patented to the said 8 I. Wailes or his
assigns.

The Board then adjourned.

GEO. F. DREW,
President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, January 10, 1881.

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Pregsent: William D. Bloxham Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treagurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration. ;

His Excellency, Governor William D. Bloxham was
elected President of the Board.

The claim of E. J. Berry for his salary for two thirds
of the month of September amounting to $83.33 was pre-
sented, the same having been suspended for investigation,
and it being the opinion of the members of the Board that
no just cause existed why it should be withheld, it was
Ordered, that said claim be paid.

On motion, it was ordered that E. J. Berry be employed
temporarily ag Special Timber Agent at a salary of one
hundred dollars a month to commerce from the day when
he leaves on discharge of his duties.



430

The Board then adjournded.
W. D. BLOXHAM,
President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY,
Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, Japuary 13. i881.
The Board met in ihe Executive Office.

Present: William D). Bloxham, Governor.
Columbus Drew, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
George P. Raney, Attoruey General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of TLands &
Immigration.

The following resolution was adopted:

Resolved, That the Swamp Land Indemnity Certificates
which have been received, or may hereafter be received,
irom the government of the United States under the act of
Congress of March 3, 1857, shall be sold at the same prices
which a purchaser is required to pay for the sime guoan-
tity of swamp lands: and the purchaser shall be constitu-
ted the agent of the State for the selection and entry of
lands under his certificate, but upon the express cendition
that all the expenses of such selection and entry shall be
paid by him; and when any lands selected and entered hy
any purchaser ag aforesgid, shall be patented to the State,
this Board will convey said lands by deed to said pur-
chaser. In payment for said Swamp TLand [ndemnity
Certificates, the conpon certificates issued by A. Doggert,
Bpecial Master, shall be received, as in sales of lands, re-
quiring the payment of twenty per cent. in currency.
Provided, that when a purchaser shall, at any one time,
purchase certificates embracing more than 15.(00 acres,
the whole amount may be paid in coupon certificates.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, SBecretary.
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The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: William I). Bloxham, Governor.

Columbus Drew, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney Genera!.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Tmmigration.

The Treasurer laid before the Board a letter from Mr.
I. Coryell stating that he had sold a wagon to  Robert
QCalvin for $75, and in September had sent to the Treas-
urer a check for that amount; that when Mr. Calvin
called for the wagon, it had been taken and carried away
by Ceol. Protois in the Swamp Land Indemnity mnvestiga-
tion; and that Mr. Calvin wants the money returned.

Ordered, That the Treasurer return to Mr. Corvell the
$75 paid on account of the sale of said wagon, o that the
said amount may be returned to Mr. Calvin.

Application was received from Ichabod C. Hall and
John W. Hagan for change of entry No. 8903 made June
16, 1879, from the SE} of SE} Section 4, Township 19,
South, Range 22, East, to the SE! of NE} of Section 9,
in said township, and the said application being accom-
panied with the papers required under the regnlations,
and the tract applied for not being State land; it was
Ordered, that said entry be canceled and the purchase
money (forty dollars) be refunded,

Entry No. 9543, of Lot No. 1, Section 3, Township 43,
South, Range 43, East, made by Thomas P. McKenna No-
vember 18, 1880, was canceled, and the purchase money
($45.04) ordered refunded; the said Lot having heen
claimed as a pre-emption by Abner Wilder, and the proof
having been made and purchase money forwarded v/ithin
the time prescribed in the pre-emption regulations, and
Mr. McKenna having returned his deed for cancellation,

The following resolution was adopted :

Whereas. the Tegislature have now under investigation
the policy of selling the timber upon the State lands.

Resolved, That the issuing of permits to ent timber on
the State lands be suspended until the Legislature shall
give an expression of opinion upon the system, or until
the further order of this Board.
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A statement and petition was received from J. G.
Speer, President of the Apopka Canal Company, showing
what work had been done and is now ip progress and 1he
moneys expended under their contract with the Trustees
of February 25, 1879, and. also stating that by reason «f
unfereseen hindrances they had bheen unable to  complete
the work contracted for within the time limited in the
contract. Mr. Speer also appeared before the Board in
person and gave a verbal statement respecting the work
performed and in pregress and all matters connected
therewith.

The following resolution was unanimously adopted:

Resolved, That the time allowed to the Apopka Canal
Company for the performance of their work under fhe
Resolutions adopted February 25, 1879, be  extended to
the first day of January. 1883, both for the completion of
the canals and the reclamation of the lands.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President.

HUGH A, CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, January 25, 1881.

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor.

W. D. Barnes, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration. i

A proposition was received from Hamilton Disston, of
Philadelphia, and others associated with him, for the
drainage and reclamation of the lands, overflowed by the
waters of and adjacent to Lake Okeechobee and the Kis-
simmee river, said parties being represented by J. A
Henderson, Esq.

The matter was referred to Mr. Raney and Mr. Hender-
son to prepare a contract for the consideration of the
Board.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.
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Tallahassee, Florida, January 27, 1381.
The Board met in the Executive Office.

Presenft: William D. Bloxham, Governor.
William D. Barnes, Comptroller.
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
George P. Raney, Attorney General,
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Tmmigration.

The Secretary laid before the Board a statement signed
by several members of the Legislature and others, citizens
of East and South Florida, that the pretended survey of
the Gainesville, Ocala and Charlotte Harbor Railroad
filed with the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund
was an imperfect survey, or, in other words, no actual
survey at all, and that the withdrawal of lands from mar-
ket along the route laid down en said plat is an injury to
the development and interests of those seetions fthrough
which such survey was supposed to have been made; and
asking that such lands be restored to market.

The Seeretary was instructed to furnish a copy of said
statement to the persons now representing the (Gainesville,
QOcala and Charlotte Harbor Railroad Company.

The following resolution was adopted:

Resolved, That the Timber Agent, or Agents of this
Board, other than those appointed for a particnlar county,
will hereafter be required to give a bond for not less
than two thousand dollars, with security to be approved
by the Board, eonditioned for the faithful performance of
their duties.

A teleeraphie dispatch was presented to the Board from
Benator Wilkinson Call to R. B. Hiltor. Esquire, inouir-
ing whether, if money to pay first honds is guaranterd or
deposited, will the Trustees act in the interest ¢f the ori-
ginal stock.

The following resolrtion was adopted:

Resolved, That this Board request Mr. Hilton to  ask
Mr. €all to lay before the Board a detailed statement of
what action he proposes for the Board to take in the in-

28 L 1.
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terest of the “original stock,” and what guarautee or de-
posit is proposed, and when {he same will be made.
The Board then adjourned.
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President.
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Flovida, January 28, 1881,

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: William D. Bloxham. Governor.

William D. Barnes, Comptroller.

Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.

George . Raney, Attorney Genera'.

Hugh A. Corley. Commissioner of Lands &
Tmmigration. .

A communication was received from Hon. D. T.. Yulee,
dated Jannary 22, 1881, encloging copy of a deed execu-
ted on the 21st instant by the Atlantic, Gulf and West In-
dia Transit Company setting forth and assigning to the
Tropical Florida Railroad Company that portion of the
uncompleted line of the former Florida Railroad Com-
pany which lies between Ocala and the waters of Tampa
Bay, and the extension to Charlotte Harbor; said copy be-
ing transmitted in compliance with the fourth Section of
the Act entitled “An Act to amend an Act incorporating
the Florida Railroad Company,” approved December 14,
1855. Which was ordered placed on file.

An application was received from Richard Crosby for
a change of entry No. 8438, made April 8, 1878, from the
SE} of SWt and 8W} of RE} Section 15, and NW/I of
NE1 Section 22, Township 7, South, Range 20, East, fto
the SE} of SWi and SW1 of SE4 Section 15, and NW1 of
NE! of Section 14 of said township, and the papers re-
quired by the rnles having been executed and filed, the
change was ordered as requested.

A hill for postage for the salesman’s office for the pres-
ent month. amonnting to $24.10 was presented and al-
lowed.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY. Secretary.
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Tallahassee, Flovida, January 31, 1581,
The Doard met in the Executive Otfice.
I'resent: William D. Bloxham, Governor,
William D). Barnes, Comptroller,
Walter Gwynn, Treasurer.
George I'. Raney, Attorney Geneial.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands %
Immigration.

The following communication was laid hefore  (he
Boeard:

Tallahassee, January B1si, 1838].
To the Trustees of the Internal Tmprovement Fund:

The nndersigned hereby propose a contract with  vour
Board for the reclamation of the lands in the valley of (he
Ocklawaha, and the adjacent lands subject to overfiow,

We propose fo commence at or near Lake Harvis  and
Lake Eustig. and cut a canal of sufficient width and Jdenih
for purposes of navigation for all boats mow plying the
Ocklawaha river, to a point at or near Moss Blaii, or
wherever the low, open submerged lands terminate, and
the ¢ypress swamps begin—the canal to be locked and
eross canals cut wherever needed to secure efficient drain-
age and navigation.

We propose to hegin the work on the canal by the 1st
of November, A. D. 1881, the intervening time to then he-
ing oceupied in making surveys and gefting the aachin-
ery, and to complete the entire work of drainave within
one year from that date, viz: by the 18t of November, A,
D. 1882.

For the drainage of these lands we ask the same as
granted by your Board te the Apopka Canal Company.
viz: four-fifths of all the lands reclaimed. and the privilese
of purchasing the remaining one-fifth at a specilied rate
per acre.

The undersigned are in poseession of all the capital
needed to complete this work. and are prepared fo ¢ tecnfe
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it in strict compliance with the contract.

(Signed) HENRY 8. SANFORD, of Florida.
R. F. SHELDON, of Philadelphia.
EDWYNN SARLIS DAWES, of England.
ANTHONY NORRIS, of England.
ALEXANDER FRASER, of England.
G. A, THOMSON, of England.
J. . INGRAHAM, of Florida.
ALEX. ST. CLAIR-ABRAMS, of Florida

The Board postponed the consideration of the proposal
until the Commissioner of Lands and Immigration should
report the quantity of land embraced in the district pro-
posed to be drained.

The following communication was laid before the
Board:

Tallahassee, January 31st, 1881,
To the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement

Fund: ‘

The undersigned heveby ofters, for Henry 8. Sanford,
and his associates, to purchase one million acres of land,
as follows:

Two hundred and fifty thousand acres at 40c¢ per acre,
payable all in coupons, to be located in quantities of 640
acres and upwards, the whole to be selected and paid for
in ninety days from your acceptance of this proposition.

2d. Seven hundred and fifty thousand acres additional
at 40¢ per acre payable in coupons, one half in certiricates
or warrants of from 40 acres and upwards, and the oither
half to be located in bodies of 640 acres and upwards, the
whole to be paid for in one year from your acceptance of
this proposition.

As fast as these lands are selected, they are to be with-
drawn from the market.

It may be proper to add that Mr. Sanford and his asso-
ciates propose settling these lands with immigrants im-

mediately. Respectfully yours.
(Signed) ALEX ST. CLATR-ABRAMS.

After considerable discussion, the consideration of this
proposition was posfponed until another meeting.

A letter was received from James G. Gibbes, State En-
jgineer, requesting the Board to take some action that will
serve the purpose of designating the State Engineer as
the proper party to perforn the duties required of him
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under the Interna: Tmprovement Act, of January G, 1855;
which was read and laid on the table.

The Attorney General, who had been appointed with
John A. Henderson, Esq., to prepare a contract to be
executed by the Trustees and Hamilton Disston and oihers
for the drainage and reclamation of lands, presented a
contract, which, after being read and amended, was
gigned by the Tiustees and placed in the hands of Mr.
Henderzon to be exccuted by the other contracting par-
ties, the same being in duplicate.

The following accounts were presenfed and approved:

M. A. Williams, Coms. on sales in December & Jany,
$177.12.

H. A. Corley. telegrams sent and received. ®4.20,

Geo. P. Raney, printing brief in case of Codrington vs.
Trustees and others in the Supreme Court, U. 8. & other
Court Expenses, $23.77.

Postage for Salesman’s Office November & December,
1880, $31.10.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, February 1, 1831,
The Board met in the Executive Office.
Present: William I). Bloxham. Governor.
William D. Barnes. Comptroller.
George P. Raney. Attornev General.
Hugh A. Corley. Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.
The Trustees having heen served with a Subpoena from
the Tnited Rtates Circuit Court far the Northern Distriot
of Florida, in the snit of the Western Division of ihe
Western North Carolina Railroad against the Truostees
of the Internal Tmprovement Fund. Aristides Doggeit,
The Jacksonville, Pensacola and Mobile Railroad Com.
pany, Milton 8. Littlefield, the Florida Central Railroad
Company and Adolph Engler, it was ordered. That the
Solicitor of this Board procure a copy of the Bil! of Com.
plaint in said suit, enter the appearance of the Trustees
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therein, and take such other steps as the case may require
on behalf of the Trustees,

The Board proceeded to the consideration of the propo-
sition of Henry 8. Sanford and his associates for the pur-
chase of one million acres of land, and the following reso-
Intion was adopted:

Resolved. That this Board will gell to Henry 8. Sanford
and his associates one million acres of the lands acquired
under the act of Congress of September 28, 1850, at the
average price of forty cents per acre, payable in cash or
conpons at the option of the purchasers. as follows, fo
wit:

Two hundred and fifty thonsand acres, to be located
in bodies of six hundred and forty acres, or upwards, to
he selected and paid for within ninety days after the adop-
tion of this resolution, at the rate of fifty cents per acre.
Whereupon. deeds will he made and delivered to the said
Henry 8, Sanford and his associates, or to such person or
persons as they may divect. for two hnndred thonsand
acres of the two hundred and fifty thousand acres so se-
lected and paid for.

The remaining geven hundred and fifty thousand a~res.
1o be located in hodies of gix hundred and forty acrves, or
upwards, to be selected and paid for within one vear
after the adoption of this resolution. at the following
prices: TFive hundred thousand acres at forty cents per
acre, and {wo hundred and fifty thonsand acres at thivty
cents per acre.  UTpon pavment for the first fwo hundred
and fifty thonsand acres of the last mentioned seven hun-
dred and fifty thousand acres, at forty eents ner acre,
deeds will e made and delivered as aforesaid for the re-

-maining fifty thonsand acres, nnder the first selection and
for two hundred thonsand acres of the last selection. upon
pavment for {he next two hundred and fifty thonsand
acres at forty cents per acre, deeds will be made and deliv-
ered, as aforesaid. for all lands selected, except fiffv {hons.
and aerves of the last selection. And npon payvment for
the last two hundred and fifty thonsand scres, at thivty
cents per acre, deeds will he made and delivered as afore-
gaid for all the remaining lands selected and paid for.  All
lands selected and reported to the Salesman shall be
withdeawn from market until the full onantity is calactad,
In case of a failure to pay for the full quantity of one
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million acres withix the time stipulated, such lands as
shall have been selected but not conveyed by deed, shall Le
restored to market by the Trostees, and the said Sanford
and associates shall have no claim thereto nor to any
moneys or coupon certiflcates paid in.

Should the purchasers desire it, certificates will be
issued to them, in lieu of specific lands, for one half of the
last selected seven hundred and fifty thousand acres, ao-
thorizing the holder to locate the same upon any of suid
lands, said certificates being each for the quaniity of six
hundred and forty acres.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, February 4, 1581,

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor,

William D. Barnes, Comptroller.

Henry A. 'Engle, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
TImmigration. :

The Secretary laid before the Board a letter and several
telegraphic dispatches from Senator Call to R. B. Hilton,
Esq., conveying the information that certain parties stand
ready to gnarantee the money to pay the first imortgage
bonds of the Pensacola and Georgia Railvoad Company if
the Governor and Trustees will agree to institute proceed-
ings to sell the road and buy it in the interest of the ori-
ginal stock, it being agreed that for any excess of the pur-
chase money at the sale over the amount of the halance of
interest and purchase money due on the sale of 18G9, {he
parties furnishing the money to pay the first mortgage
bonds will provide it. It be'u]‘r algo understood that they
will guaranty some reasonable proportion of the county
and Internal Improvement stock, to be apportioned ac-
«cording to the value of the property. It being further
understood and guaranteed that the railroad will he €x-
tended without delay by parties of character and finan-
cial ability. Senator Call further suggested that if the
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Trustees will agree to act in the interest of the original
stock, and sue in the Supreme Court of the United States
for the proper process to sell the road, and buy it for
the original stock, he thinks it probable that the title of
the road can he settled in a new company, of which a part
of the stock can he held by our own people, and a part of
the county indehtedness paid, and the means assured for
the completion of the road to Pensicola—that if Goveruor
Bloxham will take hold of the miitter. there can be no
doubt, in his (Cail’s) opinion, firsf. That thé purchase
money due on the sale of 1869 helongs to the owners of the
property at the time of ihe sale, that is, the stockholders.

2d. That if the lien of the first mortgage debz is paid.
or in any way discharged, the purchase money is payable
to the stockholders, and is subject to their disposal. If
all the indebtedness of the Pensacola and Georgia Rail-
road Company is taken up and held by the original stock,
the halance of the purchase money is due and subject to
the control of the original stock, and the title may be per-
fected in the persons furnishing the money, subject 1o
such conditions as may bhe agreed on.

The letter and dispatches were read and the considera-
tion of the same postponed to another meeting.

A letter was received from Mr. Charles P, Greenough,
administrator with the will annexed of Francis Vose, de-
ceased. enclosing two deeds for lands sold by the Trustees
to gaid Vose, and requesting the Trustees to execute new
deedr for said lands conveying them to him as Trustee
for the heirs. -

Ordered, That the Salesman return the deeds to Mr
Greenough, and state the reasons why his request cannot
be complied with.

An acconnt was presented on hehalf of W, TI. Walker,
Sheriff of Wakulla County, for $175 being one fonrth the
estimated value of cedar timber seized by him: which ae-
connt was not apl roved,

The Seeretary laid before the Roard a petition from
several citizens of Orange county alleging that there is no
evidence in the field that Township 21. South, Range 32,
East, was ever actually surveyed. and representing the
inconvenience resulting therfrom, and asking that a sur-
vey of said fownship he made hy the State. e aveafer
part thereof being State land.



<41

Ordered. That the Commissioner of Lands and Tmmigea-
tion inguire info and ascertain the cost of such survey,
and report to the Board.

An applieation w as received from Reuben Marsh asking
for the cancellation of entries Nos. 7054, 7073 and 7074
made by him, embracing the SWi of SW{ Section 23,
NW1 of NW1 Section 26, and the SE} of NE} .nd N2}
of SE% SELUOH 27, Townshlp 16, South, R: ingz 30, Last,
which lands did nnt belong to the Fund and were there-
fore illegally sold, and asking to be refunded the amount
he had to pay to the United States for the entry of said
lands ($211.27) and interest thereon for six years and
four months at eight per cent. (§107.03) and amount paid
for the drawing of a deed of relinquishient to the Trus-
tees ($5), the said deed being filed.

Ordered, That said entries be canceled. and that e
Treasurer refund to Mr. Marsh one hundred and  sixty
dollars and forty cents, the amount paid by him for the
purchase of said lands.

The Board proceceded to the election of a Treasurer,
and Henry A. L’Engle was elected, his term to connnence
on the filing and approval of his hond.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM. President

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, Febrnary 9. 1851,
~ The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor,

Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer.

reorge I, Raney, Attorney General,

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration,

A, 8t. Clair-Abrams, Esq.. appeared before the Doard on
behalf of Gen. H. 8. Sanford. and requested a maodifeation
of the resolntion adopted on the 1st inst. agreeing to sell
him one wiilion acres of land. so far as the said resoln-
tion provides for withholding fifty thounsand acres of ihe
selected lands until the entive qnantity is paid for: (he

eonsideration of which request was postponed nntil an-
~ other meeting:
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The following resolution was unanimously adopted

Whereas, Gen. H. 8. Banford has failed fo accept the
propogition of the Trustees of the Internal Tmprovement
Fund on the 10th December last to fell him 259,000 ;eres
of land af fifty ceitts per acre, and has presented other
propositions for the consideration of the Board:

Resolred, That the resolution of December 10th he nd
the same is hereby rescinded.

The Board then adjourned.
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY. Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, February 10, 1881,

The Board mef in the Executive Office.

Present: William ). Bloxham, Governow.

Henry A. 1.'Engle, Treasurer.

Gen. P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Tmmigration.

The following resolution was adopted:

Resolved, That the proviso in the resolution adopied
January 13, that purchasers of Swamp Land indemnity
Certificates embracing more than 15,000 acrves of land
may pay the entire purchase money in  coupon certifi-

cates, shall apply also fo the purchase of the same Yyean-
tity of swamp lands.

Entry No. 9265, mMO by William Miller Tulu‘ 19, 1380,
of Lots Nos. 1 and 3, Section 11, Township 2, South,
Range 19. West, having heen erroneously made, Lot No. 3
having been praviously entered, and said land: hLaving
been reconveyed to the Trustees by the said William Mil-
ler, it was Ordered, That said entry be eanceled and that
the purchase money, amounting to seventy dollars and
fiftv-eight cents be refunded to the said Miller.

The account of E. .J, Berry, Timber Agent, for iravel
ing expenses during the month of January. amounting to
%4850, was presented and approved.

Henry A. L'Engle, elected Treasurer of the Board, pre-
sented his hond. which was approved, and is in the worda
and figures following, to wit:
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State of Florida, |
County of Leon. \

Know all men by these presents, That we, Henry A.
1’Engle, Francis F. L'Engle and James P. Taliaferro are
held and firmly bound unto William D. Bloxham, Gov-
ernor of the State of Florida, and to his successors in of-
fice, for the use, benefit and protection of all whom if may
at any time or does concern, in the sum of ten thousand
dollars, lawful money of the United States of Ameriea,
for the payment whereof well and truly to he made, we
bind ourselves and our heirs, executors and administra-
tors, jointly and severally, firmly by these presents—
Signed and Sealed this ninth day of February A. D. 1881.

The condition of thig obligation is such, that, Whereas,
the said Henry A. I’Engle, the Treasurver of the State
of Florida, has been appointed and elected Treasurer of
the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund of said State, and required by a resolution of the
Board fo execute a bond in the sum of ten thousand dol-
lars for the faithful performance of his duties as such
Treasurer of said Board of Trustees: Now, if the said
Henry A. I’Engle shall in all things faithfully and
promptly perform and discharge his duties as Treasurer
of such Board of Trustees, then this obligation shall be
void, but otherwise remain of full force and virtue.

Witness our hands and seals the day and year above
written :

Signed & Sealed l {Signed) Henry A. L'Engle, (L.8.)

in our presence. 7 i = 1.8
(Bigned) ‘ ? Francis F. L’Engle, (L. 8.)

L. A. Hardee.

The following resolutions were adopted:

Resolved, That for the purpose of aiding in the work of
reclamation undertaken by the Apopka Canal Company,
said Company are authorized to sell three thousand acres
of the land which they have stipulated to drain under
their contract with this Board: Provided, that the
moneys received for said lands shall be applied exclu-
sively to the prosecution of said work. And, in order to
insure the proper application of said moneys, the same
shall be paid to this Boeard, from time to time, as sales
are made, and shall be paid out hy the Treasurer upon
the drafts or orders of said Company for labor done or

James P. Taliaferro, (1.8.)
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materialg furnished in carrying on the worl of reclama-
tion. Upon payment for any of said lands as aforesaid,
deeds will be made conveying the lands to the Company.

Resolved, further, That this Board reserves the right
to designate some person as the agent of the Trustees to
examine all accounts for which drafts or orders may he
drawn upon the Treasurer of the Board under these res-
olutions, and none shall be paid withont his approval.

The Board proceeded to the consideration of the prop-
ogition of Gen. Henry 8. Sanford and his associates for
the drainage of the overflowed lands in the valley of the
Ocklawaha river, and the following resolutions were
unanintously adopted:

Be it Resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Inleraal
Improvement Fund, That Henry 8. Sanford and his asso-
ciates are hereby authorized to drain and reelaim the
swamp and overflowed lands adjacent to Lake Harris,
Take Bustis and Lake Griffin and the Ocklawaha river
between Lake Eustis and the lines dividing Townships
Fifteen and Sixieen, South, to wit:

The West half of the North East quarter, the West
half of the South East quarter, the South East quarter of
the South East quarter, and the West half of Section
Two; all of Section Three; the East half, and the South
East quarter of the South West quarter of Section Tenj
all of Section Eleven; the North Tast quarter, the East
half of the Sonth East quarter, the South West quarter
of the South Last quarter, and the West half of Section
Twelve; all of Section Thirteen; the East half, the North
West quarter, and the South West quarter of the South
West quarter of Section Fourteen; the North East quar-
ter, the Fast half of the North West quarter, the North
Wert quarter of the North West quarter, and the East
half of the Bouth East quarter of Section Fifteen; the
Worth East quarter of the North East quarter of Section
Twenty-two; the North half of the North East quarter of
Rection Twenty-three; the East half, the North West
quarter, and the East half of the South West quarter of
Rection Twenty-four; and the North East quarter of Sec-
tion Twenty-five: in Township Sixteen, South, of Range
Twenty-three, East, 3

The North East quarter, the North East quarter of the
North West quarter, and the East half of the South Bast

A
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quarter of Seetion Tweniy-one; the North Wesi quarter,
the North East guarter of the South West quarter, and
the West half of the South West quarter of Section
Twenty-two; the South half of the South West quarter of
Section Twenty-four; all of Section Twenty five; the
South East quarter of the North East quarter. and the
North Tast quarter of the South East quarter of Section
Twenty-six; the North East guarter of the South West
quarter of Section Twenty-seven; the IJast half of the
North Bast quarter, the South West quarter of the North
* East quarter, the South East quarter of the North West
quarter of the South West gquarter of Section "Pweniy-
eight ; the North East quarter of the South East quarter of
Section Twenty-nine; the East half of the Norih ast
quarter, the North West quarter of the North East quar-
ter, the North East guarter of the North West quarter,
and the Wes{ half of the North West quarter of Section
Thirty-five ; in Township Nineteen, South, of Range Twen-
ty-three, 1iast.

The West half of the Norith West quarter, the West Lalf
of the South East guarter, and the South West quarter
of Section Five; all of Rection Rix; the North West
quarter of the North Fast quarter, the West half of the
North West quarter, and the West half of the South West
quarter of Section Seven: the North East guarter, the
‘West half of the South East quarter, the South East quar-
ter of the South East quarter, and the West half of See-
tion Eight; the West half of the North West quarter of
Section Nine: the West half of the North East anarter,
the South East quarter, and the West half of Section
Beventeen; the South half of the North East quarter, and
the West half of Section Wighteen; the South half of the
North Tast quarter, the South East quarter, and the
West half of Section Nineteen; all of Section Twenty;
the West half of Section Twenty-one: the North ilast quir-
ter of the North West quarter, and the South West quar-
ter of Bection Twenty-five; the West half of Section
Twenty-nine; the East half, the North West quarter, and
the North half of the South West quarter of Section
Thirty; the North East quarter, the East half of the
North West quarter, and the North West fquarter of the
North West quarter of Seetion "Thivty-fwo: the South
‘West quarter of the North West quarter of Seetion Thir-
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ty-three: and the Routh West quarter of the North ldast
quarter, and the East half of the North West quarter,
and the South East quarter, and the East half of the
South West quarter of Section Thirty-six; in Township
Kixteen, South, of Range Twenty-four, East,

The West half of {the North East quarter, and the South
East quarter of Section One; the West half of the North
East quarter, the East half of the North West (uavies.
the South West quarter of the North West quarter. and
ithe South West quarter of Section Twelve; the West half
of the North West quarter. and the West half of the South
West quarter of Section Thirteen; the East half of the
Sonth East quarter of SBection Fourteen; in  Township
Seventeen. South, of Range Twentyv-four. Easr.

The Lot numbered Ten of Reetion Tweniy five; the
Routh half of the Routh Fast quarter of Section Twentyv-
gix: the North half of the Bouth Hast quarter, the East
half of the Sonth West gquarter, and e North West quar-
ter of the Ronth West gquarter of Section Thivtvfive: and
the Lots nnmbered One and Six. fLe Novth bali of  the
Lots numbered Seven and eight, and the South half of the
Lot numbered Ten of Rection Thirty-Six: in  Township
Eighteen. South, of Range Twenty-fonr, East.

The Sowth half of the South East quarter. and the Novth
West quarter of the North West onavter of Section Twa:
the North Bast quarter. the South West quartee of ihe -
North West quarter. the North East quarter of the South
BEast guarter. the West half of the Sounth FEast quarter,
the East half of the South West guarter. and the Novth
West quarter of the Sonth West anarter of Section Three:
the North West quarter of the North Bast quarier. and
the North East quarter of the North West quarfer of See-
tion Ten: the North half of the North East quarter of Sec-
tion Eleven: the East half of the North West quarter. the
South Fast quarter of the South East onarter. fhe West
half of the Sonth East gnarter. and the Sonth West ~map-
ter of Section Twentv-nine: the Sonth half of fhe North
Bast geavter. and the South half of Seefion Thirfv: fhe
North Fast anarter. and the West half of Section Thirty-
one: the Sonth West quarter of the North East quarter,
the South Fast anarler of the North West quarier, the
West half of the North West quarter, and the South half
of Section Thirtv-two; the South East quarter of the
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South East guarter, and the South West quarter of the
South West (uarter of Section Thirty-three: and (he
Souh East quavter of the Sonth East quarter, and the
South half of the South West quarter of Section Thirty-
four. in Township Nineteen, South, of Range Twentv-tfaur.
East.

The South East quarter. and the East half or tlie South
West quarter of Section Four: the West half of the North
East quarter of Section Six; the East half of the North
Bast quarter. the North West quarter of the North Cast
quarter, the North East guavter of the Novrth West qnar-
ter, and the West half of the North West quarter of See.
tion Eight: the North half of the North East quarvter, and
the North half of the North West quarter of Section
Nine; the South half of the North East quarter. the ast
half of the North West quarter, the Norith Wost quarter
of the North West quarter, the North West quarter of the
South East quarter, and the East half of the South West
guarter of Section Ten; in Township Twenty, South, of
Range Twenty-four, East.

The South West quarter of the South West quarter of
Rection Nineteen; the North West quarter of the North
West quarter. and the North West quarter of the South
West guarter of Section Thirty: the South West quarier
of the North West quarter. the West half of the =outh
West quarter, and the South East quarter of the Sonth
East quarter of Rection Thirty-one; the South East quar
ter of the Sonth East quarter. and the Sonth West quar-
ter of the South West quarter of Section Thirty-two: and
the South West quarter of the South West quarter of See-
tion Thirty-three; in Township Sixteen, South, of Runge
Twenty-five. East.

The North West quarter. and ihe South haif of the
Fouth East quarter of Section Four. the Sontli  West
quarter of the Sonth West quarter of Section Five; the
Lots numbered One. Two, Three, Four. Five and Six. the
South half of the North East quarter. the West half of
the South East quarter, and the South East quarter of
the South East quarter of Section Six: the Fast hai® of
Bection Seven: the West half of Section Eioht; ihe
North half of the North East quarter of Section Nine: the
North West gquarter of the North West quarter, aud <he
North East quarter of the Sonth West quarter of So-(ion
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Ten; the East half, and the Bast half of the South West
quarter of Section Fifteen; the South half of the North
Bast quarter, the South Bast quarter, and the West half
of Section Seventeen; the Kast half, and the Lot aumber-
ed Five of Section Eighteen; the Lot numbered one, snd
the North West quarter of the North East quarter of Sec-
tion Nineteen: the North half of the North East qunarter,
the North East quarter of the North West guarter, and
the South West quarter of the South West quarier of
Section Twenty; the North West quarter of the North
East quarter, the North half of the North West quarter,
and the Sonth Bast guarter of the South East quarter of
Section Twenty-one; the North West quarter of the
North West quarter, the South West quarter of the South
East quarter, and the South West quarter of Section
Twenty-eight; the South East quarter of the North llast
quarter. the West half of. the North East quarter, the
North East quarter of the North West quarter, the West
half of the North West quarter; the East half of the South
East quarter, the Sounth West quarter of the South 1last.
quarter, the South BEast gquarter of the South West quar-
ter, and the West half of the South West quarter of See-
tion Twenty-nine; the South East quarter of the North
East quarter, and the South East qaarter of Section Thir-.
ty; the Bast half, and the East half of the Nerth West
quarter of Section Thirty-one; all of Section Thirty-two;
the Tast half, the North West quarter, and the North
half of the South West quarter of Section Thirty-three:
and the South half of the North East auarter. the Sovih
half of the North West quarter, the West half of the
South Tast quarfer. and the South West quarter of See-
tion Thirty-four; in Township Seventeen, South, of Range
Twenty-five, Tiast.

The West half of Section Three; the East half, the
East half of the North West quarter, the North West
quarter of the North West quarter, and the Seuth East
quarter of the South West quarter of Section Four: the
North half, the North West quarter of *he South East
quarter, the East half of the South West ouarter ond
the North West quarter of the South West quarter of See-
tion Tive: the Lots numbered One. Two and Fonr -nd
the West half of the South Bast quarter of Section 8ix;
the North West guarter, the South East quarter of the
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South East quarter, the West half of the South East
quarter. the North Iast quarter of the South West quar-
ter, and the Weast half of the South West quarter of Sec-
tion Eight; the South East quarter of Section Nine; the
North East quarter of the North East quarter, the North
West quarter, the’ East half of the South East quarter,
the west half of the South West gquarter, and the South
East quarter of the South West quarter of Section Ten;
the North West quarter of the North West guarter, and
the South West quarter of Section Eleven; the West half,
and the South East quarter of Section Fourteen; the East
half of the North East quarter, the East®half of the
South Bast quarter, aud the North West quarter of the
North West quarter of Section Fifteen: the Lots num-
bered Two, Three, Four, Five, 8ix and Seven, of Section
Seventeen; all of fractional Section Twenty; the South
East quarter of the North East quarter, the West haif
of the North East quarter, the South East quarfer, and
the West half of Section Twenty-one; the North East
quarter, the East half of the North West quarter, the
South West quarter of the North West quarter, the
North half of the South East quarter, and the South
West quarter of Section Twenty-two; the South West
quarter of the South East quarter, and the South West
quarter of Section Twenty-three; the North West quarter
of the North West quarter of SBection Twenty-four; the
West half of the South East quarter, and the East half
of the Sonth West quarter of Section Twenty-five; the
West half of the North East quarter, the North West
quarter, and the North half of the South West quarter of
Section Twenty-six; the South half of the North East
quarter, the North West quarter, the North East quarter
of the Bouth East quarter, the West half of the South
East quarter. the East half of the South West guarter,
and the North West quarter of the South West quarter
of Section Twenty-sgeven; all of Section Twenty-eight;
all of fractional Section Twenty-nine; the South half of
the North East quarter, and the North West quarter of
Bection Thirty-three; the North East quarter of the
South East quarter of Seetion Thirty-four; and the North
East quarter, the North East quarter of the North West
quarter, the East half of the South East guarter, the
L 0 s T
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North West quarier of the South East quarter, and the
South West guarter of the South West quarter of Sec-
tion Thirty-six; in Township Eighteen, South, of Range
Twenty-five, Llast.

The North East quarter of the South East gquarter of
Section Nine; the North West quarterof the South West
quarter of Section Ten; the North East quarter of the
North East quarter of Section Eleven; the South half
#f the North East quarter, and the North East quarter
of the North West quarter of Section Twelve; the West
half of the North East quarter, the North West quarter,
the Bouth East quarter of the South liast quarter, the
North West quarter of the South Fast quarter, and the
South East quarter of the South West quarter of Sec-
tion Thirteen; the South half of the Lot numbered One
of Section Twenty; the South West quarter of the North
West quarter of the South West quarter, and the North
East quarter of the South East quarter of Section Twen-
ty-one; the North West quarter of the South West quar-
ter of Section Twenty-two; the TFLots nunmbered One.
Three, Four and Five, and the South East quarter of the
South West quarter of Section Twenty-four; the Lots
numbered One, Two and Three, and the South half of
the Lot numbered Four of Section Twenty-eight; and
the North half of the Lot numbered Seven of Section
Thirty-six; in Township Nineteen, South, of Range
Twenty-five, East.

The Lot numbered One and the North East quarter of
the South East quarter of Section One, in Township
Twenty-one, South, of Range Twenty-five, East.

The South West quarter of the North West quarter
and the North West quarter of the South West quarter
of Section Twenty-two; the North East quarter of the
North East quarter, the South half of the North West
quarter, aund the North half of the South West quarter
of Bection Twenty-eight; and the South West quarter of
the North West quarter, the South West quarter of the
South East quarter, and the South West quarter of Sec-
tion Thirty-four; in Township Seventeen, South, of
Range Twenty-six. East.

The Lots numbered One, Two and Three and the
South West quarter of the North West guarter of See-
tion Four; the North East quarter of the North East
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quarter., the West half of the North East quarter, the
West half of the South East gquarter, the South East
« quarter of the South East quarter, and the West half of
Section Six; the West half of the North East quarter,
and the East half of the North West quarter of Section
Bight: the North East quarter of the North West quar-
ter, the East half of the South East quarter, and the
South West quarter of the South East quarter of Section
Ten ; the South West quarter of the Sowth West quarter,
of Section Fourteen: all of fractional Section Eighteen;
the Routh West quarter of the North East quarter, the
Bouth Bast quarter, the East half of the South West
quarter, and the SBouth West quarter of the South West
quarter of Section Twenty-two; the South half of the
South East quarter of Section Twenty-six; the Lots num-
bered One, Two, Fhree, Four and Five of Section Twen-
ty-eight; and the North West guarter of Section Thirty-
four; in Towmship Eighteen, South, of Range Twenty-
six, East.

The Lot nunmbered Two. the South half of the North
East quarter, and the North half of the Sonth East quar
ter of Section Two; the Lots numbered One, Two, Three
and Six of Section Six; the Lots numbered Three and
Four of Section Eighteen; all of fractional Section
Nineteen; the Lot numbered Four. and the South West
quarter of the South West quarter of Section Twenty-
one; the Lots numbered Two, Three and Four, and the
South East quarter of the South West quarter of Sec-
tion Thirty; the North East quarter of the North West
quarter of Section Thirty-one; in Township Nineteen,
Sounth, of Range Twenty-six, East.

The North half of the North East quarter of Section .
Seven'; the South West quarter of the South East ¢uarter,
and the South half of the South West quarter of Section
Nine; the Sonth East quarter of the South West quarter
and the West half of the South West quarter of Section
Seventeen ; the South East quarter of the North East
quarter, and the Lot numbered Five of Section Eighteen;
the fractional North half, the North West quarter of
the South East quarter, the North East quarter of the
fouth West quarter, and the West half of the South Wesi
quarter of Section Twenty; the North West quarter of
Section Twenty-one; and the Lots numbered Three and
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Four of Section Thirty-one; in Township Twenty, South,
of Range Twenty-six, East.

All of Section Six, and the North half of the North
Wes quarter of Section Seven, in Township Twenly-one,
South, of Range Twenty-six, Iiast.

Be it further Resolved, That when the said Henry 8.
Sanford and hLis associates shall drain said lands and
render them fit for cultivation, and shall, under the law-
ful authority thereunto to be had and obtained, construet
a eanal or canals from Lake Ilustis or Lake Harris to the
point where the Ocklawaha river crosses the line dividing
Townships Fifteen and Sixteen, South, said canal or
canals to be of sufficient depth and width to be naviga-
ble for steam-boats drawing thirty inches of water and
of not less than twenty feet beam, and for such boats to
pass each other, and shall construct guch locks as will
prevent damage and injury to the Lakes by the with-
drawal of the water, and shall furnish to this Board
proof of the completion of said canal or canals, and the
construction of said locks, and the permanent drainage
and reclamation of at least threefourths of said lands,
this Board will convey to the said Henry 8, Sanford and
his associates, or to their assigns, four-fifths of the lands.
mentioned, in these resolutions; saving and reserving,
however, to the Gainesville, Ocala and Charlotte Harbor
Railroad Company any rights it may now have, or may
hereafter acquire, in and to the odd-numbered Sections
of Iand lying within six miles of the route of said Com-
pany’s voad: Provided, however, That the necessary
gurveys shall have been made, and the mdchinery pur-
chased and brought into this State, and the work com-
menced on the canal, on or before the first day of Novem-
ber next, and the entire work of drainage completed on
or hefore the first day of November, Eighteen hundred
and eichty-two, and proof thereof made within one month
thereafter.

Be it further Resolved, That every forty acre lot, or
other equivalent legal subdivision, shall be considered
reclaimed under these resolutions, when the greater part
thereof has been rendered fit for the cultivation of cornm,
cotton, or sugar-cane, or the ground has been placed in
such condition that it will become fit for such cultivation
by the drying i the soil without further artificial drain-
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age. In selecting the four-fifths to which the said San-
ford and associates may be entitled under these resolu-
tions, the tracts shall be taken in regular order, in bodies
or tracts of six hundred and forty acres, the said Sanford
and agsociates taking four traets and leaving one for the
fund, until the full quantity has been apportioned.
The Board then adjourned.
W. D. BLOXHAM,
President.
Attest :
HUGH A. CORLEY,
Secretary.

Tallahassee, Floirda, Feruary 11, 1881.

The Board met in the Executive Office,

Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor.

Henry A. L’Engle, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

A petition was received from the East Florida Rail-
way Company, a eorporation organized under the general
laws of the State, submitting the plans and specification
of the construction of the road, and requesting that said
plans and specification be approved, and that the Trus-
tees will convey to said Company, as the rgad progresses,
alternate sections of Swamp and overflowed lands lying
within six miles of said road, and where there is an in-
sufficiency of such lands within six miles of said road, to
make up the number of acres to which the Company are
entitled in alternate sections within twenty miles of said
road.

The consideration of the petition was postponed, and
‘in the meantime, it was Ordered, That the Swamp and
overflowed lande in the odd-numbered sections lying
within six miles on either side of the route of the Eaat
Florida Railway, be reserved from sale until the further
order of this Board.

The Board then adjourned. =

W. D. BLOXHAM,
President.
Attest :
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary,
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Tallahassee, Florida, Febrnary 17, 1851.

The Board met in the Ixecutive Office.

Present: William 1), Bloxham, Governor.

William 1. Barnes, Comptroller.

Iarry A, L'lEngle, Treasurer.

George 1'. Itaney, Attorney General,

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

A letter was received on behalf of Gen. Henry 8. San-
ford and his associates accepting the terms of the resolu-
tions adopted on the 10th instant in relation to the drain-
age of the lands in the Ocklawaha valley, ang requesting
that the lands designated in said resolutions be with-
drawn from market.

Ordered., That the lands designated in the resolutions
of the 10th instant, authorizing Henry 8. Sanford and
his associates to drain and reclaim the same, be with-
drawn from markef.

“The following letter was received from the Atlantie,
Gulf and West India Transit Company :

To the Honorable, the Trustees of Internal Improvement

Fund of the State of Florida.

The Atlantic, Gulf and West India Transit Company.
snccessors of the purchasers of the Florida Railroad,
respectfully represent that, according to their calcula-
tion. the amount which has been paid into the Sinking
Tund for purchase money and semi-annual payments
since first November, 1866, (without taking into account
what may have been paid in by the Company before the
sale) has been sufficient, invested as the law rvequires, to
praduce more than the sum requisite for discharging the
outstanding bonds at their maturity in the year 1891;
and that, thig being the case, they think they should not
Le called upon to make any further payments into the
fund, the purpose of the law being satisfied when the
provision has been made for the payment of such ouf-
standing honds '

They. therefore, ask that you will appoint a Committee
of your number to make the requisite computations, and

#This was an old letter without date which came into the hands
of the Secretary and wus supposed to be a recent inquiry. Should
not have bzen embraced in the proceedings. See subsequent
correspondence with Mr. Yulee.
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that upon their report. you will {ake such action as may
aceord with right and law,

The At. 'G. & W. I. Transit (‘omny.

By el YULEE, V. P

Ordered, That the Secretary reply to the communica-
tion of the Atlantic, Gulf and West India Transit Com-
pany, and call their attention to the fact that the cus.
tody and administration of the Sinking fund of the Flor-
ida Railroad has been withdrawn from the Trustees by
an order of the U. 8. Court in the suit of Francis Vose
et al. vs. The Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund et al. and placed in the hands of Aristides Doggett,
Special Master and Receiver,

On motion, it was Ordered, That the Secretary inquire
of A. Doggett, Receiver, what action he has taken to-
wards collecting and investing the interest upon the
Bonds belonging to the Sinking Funds of the Tallahas-
see Railroad and Florida, Atlantic and Gulf Central
Railroad, said bonds being in his hands under order of
the court.

The bill of Hugh A. Corley, amounting to $25 for trav-
eling expenses to at and from Jacktonnllv for the pur-
pose of getting information from A. Doggett, Esq.,
specting ﬂn1 ammmt of indebtedness of the Internal Im—
provement Fund, was presented and approved:

The Board then adjourned.

W. D. BLOXHAM,
I'resident.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, February 18, 1881,

The Board met in the Executive Office.
Present: William D. Bloxham. Governor.

William I). Barnes, Comptroller.

Henry A. L’Engle, Treasurer.

George . Raney, Aftorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &

- Immigration.
The Governor stated to the Board that A. St. Clair-

Abrams,; Esq., Attorney and Agent of Gen. Henry 8. San-
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ford and his associates, requested a modification of le
resolution adopted on the 1st inst. in reference to a sale
of one million acres of land, so far as the same provides
for a reservation of 50,000 acres of the lands selected un-
til the whole quantity shall be paid for.

The following resolution was unanimously adopted:

Resolved, That the resolution adopted on the first day
of February agreeing to sell to Gen. Henry 5. Sanford
and his associates one million acres of land, be so moli-
fied that the lands selected shall be conveyed by deed as
paid for in quantities of two hundred and fifty thousand
acres: [Provided, Gen. Sanford and his associates shall
first enter into a contract with the Trustees bindiag
themselves to select and pay for the entire one millien
acres within one year: Provided, further, that if, at the
end of the year, the entire quantity of one million acres
has not been paid for, the Trustees may, at their option.
annul the contract as to the lands not selected and paid
for. Gen. Sanford and his associates to be allowed
thirty days to accept this modification of the resolution,
and to enter into the contract provided for—

The Board then adjourned.

W. D. BLOXHAM,
P'resident.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY,
Secretary.

Tallahass'ee, Florida, February 22, 1881.

The Board met in the Executive Office.
Present: William ID. Bloxham, Governor.
William D. Barnes, Comptroller.
Henry A. L’Engle, Treasurer. \
George I'. Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Tmmigration.

The Governor laid before the Board the following com-
munications from Jobn €. Chambers, President of the
Midland Railway, Drainage and Canal Company:
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Tallahassee, Feb. 18, 1881.
His Excellency, W. D. Bloxham,
: Governor of Florida.
Dear 8ir:

Since the courteous reception you gave us yesterday
for the purpose of ascertaining from you some facts bear-
ing on the present position of our company, we have
thought it proper to lay the matter before you in writ-
ing.

Now, that we have at hand the capital necessary for
carrying on those portions of the works which have al-
ready been commenced, and for proceeding with other
works, and have made arrangements for the dispatch of
immigrants as soon as the way is clear for them, we are
desirous of having the assurance of your Board of Trus-
tees that no difficulty will be placed in our way in gain-
ing possession of the lands to which we believe we shall
become entitled under our charter as our works progress,

We can assure your Excellency that a very keen desire
exists in our circle of capitalists in England to secure
for themselves the advantages they see can be obtained
by a bold and immediate investment of money in this
State.

The modus operandi preposed by those gentlemen is as
follows:

To secure by written agreement the right of purchase
or hire of certain improved lands which are the property
of members of this Company, and which are now ready
for cultivation.

To forward a suitable detachment of immigrants o be
placed on the land prepared to receive them.

To carry a line of railroad through the district for the
transport of supplies and produnce.

To establish a Bank and Land Agency for the purposes
of making advances of money to immigrants and others
upon land and crops, receiving deposits, and allotting
lands to intending purchasers,

As =oo0n as the necessary surveys have been made and
the plang matured, to proceed with the drainage and
reclamation works in the Okeechobee and Kissimmee Dis-
iricts, on which a start has already been made going far
1o prove the practicability of this large enterprise,
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As the immigration movement advances, it is proposed
to push forward the railway in advanece of the land al-
ready cleared.

In order to secure the continued co-operation of our
circle of English eapitalists, in diverting to this State a
large portion of the tide of immigration they are able to
contrel, and in investing their capital in extensive works.
at first unremunerative, it is necessary that we should be
able to demonstrate to them the security of the ground
upon which thevy are venturing, and the undeniable
profits to be ultimately earned.

We believe this end could be attained by a resolution
of the Board of Trustees agreeing to withdraw from
sale all swamp and overflowed lands aceruing to the
Company in the Okeechobee and Kissimmee Distriets, on
the continuation in a substantial manner of their works
on the Caloosahatchie river; further, by a resolution of
the Board appropriating fo our Company an amount of
land along our line of railway, as it is completed, in place
of that to which we should be enfitled had not some por-
tions been already sold: and further, by an assurance
from vour Excellency that the rights conferred by our
charter ave still in our possession and have not been
curtailed by any subsequent charter granted to any other
company. Knowing the deep interest you take in the
prosperity of the State, and in projects of immigration,
we believe that yon will be glad to strengthen our h'lni-;
in this way,

We h.l\F' tha honor to he,

Your Obedient Servant
(Signed) JOHN (. CHAMBERS. Prest.
Midland Railway, Drainage & Canal Co.

Tallahassee, Feb. 22, 1881.

Hon. W. D. Bloxham, Governor,

Sir:

It hag come to my knowledege that a false impression
is being made in regard to the position of the Midland

Railway, Drainage and Canal Company, and T deem it
my duty, as President of the Company, as well as to the
interests of the State, to call your attention to the faet
that the contemplated rontract with Coryell apparently
covers ground the rights of which have been chartered

Talm
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hy the Legislature to us and also contracted for by the
Internal Tmprovement Board, and that our company has
complied with the requirements of its charter to the let-
ter; and as the eight Commissioners on the part of the
State, provided for by the Charter. have never met, nor
made an untavorable report to the Executive, thereby
empowering you to take from us our chartered fran-
chises, and as we stand a legally chartered company fo-
day, we ask that your Board do no hasty act to destroy
confidence in the government of Florida abroad, and
thereby drive away capital and immigration that our
company hags secured for the State based upon our char-
tered privileges granted by the people of Florida; but,
on the econtrary, ask that the Board meet at its earliest
convenience and act upon the communication heretofore

submitted for your action and now in your hands.

Very respectfully,

(8igned) JOHN C. CHAMBERS,

Prest. Midland R. D. & C. Company.

The Attorney General laid before the Board certified
copies of orders made in the U. 8. Circwat Court, at
Jacksonville, as follows:

United States Circuit Court,
Northern District of Florida.
Chas. P. Greenough, Admr. for the
estate of Francis Vose, deceased, et al. |
VE.
Geo. F. Drew, et al. Trustees of the J
Internal Tmprovement Fund et al.

On motion of J. B. C. Drew, Esq.. Solicitor for the
Complainants, Geo. P. Raney, Esqr.. Solicitor for the
Defendants, consenting,

Ordered, That William D. Bloxham, Governor, Wil-
liam D. Barnes, Comptroller, Henry A. T'Engle, Tréas-
urer, Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands and Im-
migration, and George P, Raney, Esqr. Attorney General,
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of Florida,
be and the same are hereby made parties defendant to
this suit in place of the present defendants. Done and
Ordered in open Court this February 21st A. T). 1881.-

THOMAS SETTLE, Judge.
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United States Circuit Court, 5th Cirenit.
Northern Distriet of Florida.
Chae. P. Greenough, Admr. Estate of
Fronciz Vose. :
V8. } In Equity.
The Trustees of the Internal Tmprove-
ment Fund of the State of Florida, et als. j

Upon reading and considering the petition of the
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund filed herein,
it is Ordercd, That the said Trustees be and are allowed
to pay, out of any moneys, proceeds of sales of lands,
now held by them or which may come into their hands,
any necessary expenses incurred in completing the
swamp land indemnity investigations: Provided, how-
ever, that more than twelve hundred dollars, in addition
to the sum heretofore allowed for the purpose of such
investigations by an order made herein on the 23d day
of December A, D. 1879, shall not be so used or applied—
Done and ordered in open Court this, Februnary 2lst,

THOMAS SETTLE, Judge.

The followig accounts were presented and approved:

R. J. Kendrick, for pasturage and care of stock and
storage of wagons from June 26 to Nov. 8, 1880, at §5
per week (Swamp Land Indemnity Investigation)
$96.42.

W. T. Webster, for plat and field notes of T 21 8. R
32 E. furnished Salesman. $7.00 :

George P. Raney, traveling expenses to Jacksonville
attending U. 8. Court, and copies of orders of Court.
$8.60.

Ordered, That the Commissioner of Lands and Tmmi-
gration be authorized to take the necessary steps for the
gale of the wagons and teams which were used in the
Swamp Land Indemnity Investigation, and which have
not already been disposed of.

The Secretary laid hefore the Board the following
letter from A. Doggett, Esq, Special Master, in reply
to inquiries respecting the investment of the Sinking
Funds:
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: Jacksonville, Feby. 19, 1831,
Hon. Hugh A. Corley,
See. Bd. of Trustees 1. I. Fund,
Tallahassee, Fla.:
Dear Sir:

Your letter of the 18th instant is af hand. Mr, Yulee
having had doubts as to my power of collecting the semi-
annual payment of one-half of one per cent. and would
not pay it to me, no steps have been taken by me in rela.
tion to the subject-matter of your letier, or of the collec-
tion of the sinking fund—Consequently, both branches of
the matter remain in abeyance,

: Yery respect’y
A. DOGGETT.

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration reported
that he had proceeded to Jacksenville and obtained from
the Special Master, A, Doggett, Esq., a statement of the
amount due to each holder of coupons deposited in Court,
and the payments made to each—The following is a tab-
ulated statement of the aggregates:

Total pringci-|

Railroad Amt. of | Interest on : Paymonts |Balance
Company. | Coupons | Coupons Dal@:‘edst_m' made. ue.
b | cts[§ | cts|$ | ets il |:15|§ | cts
Florida. .... | 300615]00 | 227,604 |77 | s28i279| 77 75,813 | 59 | 432,406 | 8
F.A.&G.C 95,020 | oa 95.537 | B8 1gr.a57 | B3 63,143 ! 46 128,008 | 42
&G ... 130,728 | s0 94,490 | 44 | 225,134 | 94 23,880 | 47 | 200,245 | 47
Tallahassae. 19,288 | 50 15.858| o5 35:146 | 55 8701 | 71 26,354 | 84
Total, ouie 546,252 oo | 432467 1y | qrgzra | rg | 171640 |23 | Bo8mp¢ | or )
Of the foregoing there is due to the estate
T T o L L R O $£404,677.68
To other creditors ... ... R oees 403,397.2:

The Ex}')ense account allowed Mr. Vose is as follows:
Under order of Court of February 15, 1878..§ 33,687.80
Under order of Court of December 3, 1879,

with interest ........ AL o S N 60,134.96
T 5 At e e e ) e T S SR S $ 93,822.76
Oaeselieliihas Heen PaId . . ..ases we s svens 56,329.25
Balive alRITHET AR AR . it uls el s o au eislos s 37,493.51

On motion, the Secretary was instructed to write to
John C. Chambers, President of the Midland Railway, -
Drainage and Canal Company, and request him to send
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a copy of a pamphlet said to have heen published by
#aid Company for distribution in England.
The Board then adjourned.
W. D. BLOXHAM,
President.
Ajtest:
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, February 23, 1881.

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: Willimmm D, Bloxham, Governor,

William D. Barnes, Comptroller,

Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer,

George P. Raney, Attorney General,

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
ITmmigration.

The Secretary laid before the Board the statements
and accounts of Walter Gwynn, late Treasurer of the In-
ternal Improvement Fund, which were referred to a com-
mittee consisting of Messrs. Corley, Barnes and L’Engle,

The Board then adjourned.

W. D. BLOXHAM;
President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, February 23, 1881,

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor.

William D. Barnes, Comptroller.

Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer.

George P’. Raney, Aftorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

The Board took under consideration varions sugges-
tions made by the parties proposing to reclaim the over-
flowed lands in the Sonthern portions of the State with
the view of modifying in some respects the contraet for
drainage, and after some time spent in expressing the
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views of the Trustees respecting the sugaestions made,
the papers were referred to the .Utnruv)' General.

An application was received from W. L. L. Bowen for
the cancellation of entry Na., 2599 mmle \'mmuln-r 11,
1858, by Mauricio Sane hez. of Lot No, 4 (or NE1 of W b
of Bection B, Township 10, Seuth, Range 27, East, said
lands lying within the Palatka Military Reserve, and ths
certificate of purchase having heen assigned to the said
Bowen, and the said Bowen having also entered the land
under the homestead laws of the United States—Con-
gress having passed an Act confirming all homestead
entries in said Reservation, upon the relinguishment of
the State’s title thereto. and the Legsislatore having,
passed an Aet relingquishing the title of the State to said
lands, it was Ordered, that said Entry No. 2599 be can-
celled, and that the moneys paid thereon, amounting to
$67.42 be yretunded to the said W. L. L. Bowen.

The Board then adjourned.

D. BLOXHAM,
President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, February 26, 1881,

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: William D). Bloxham, Governor.

William I). Barnes, Comptroller,

Henry A. L’Engle, Treasurer,

George P, Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

The following articles of agreement for the reclama-
tion of the overflowed lands in the valley of Lake Okee-
chobee and Kissimmee river, heretofore signed by the
Trustees ‘and sent for the signatures of the other con-
tracting parties, were prmputv and ordered spread upon
the minutes:

Articles of Agreement made and entered into this the
26th day of February, A. D. one thousand eight hundred
and eighty-one, by and between Hamilton Disston, Wil-
liam H. Wright and Witt H. Drake, of the city of Phila-
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delphia in the State of Pennsylvania, William C. Par-
sons, of Arizona, Albert B. Linderman, of the city of
Philadelphia aforesaid, and Ingham Coryell, of the State
of Florida, parties of the first part, and William D.
Bloxham, Governor of Florida, George I’. Raney, Attor-
ney ‘General, Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands
and Tmmigration, Walter Gwynn, Treasurer, and Wmn.
D. Parnes, Comptroller of said State, and ex-officio the
Trustees of the Trternal Improvement Fund of the State
of Florida, of the second part, Witnesseth: That the par-
ties of the first part, for themselves, their heirs, execu-
tors, administrators, jointly and severally agree and bind
themselves, at their own expense and charge, to drain
and reclaim by draining all overflowed lands in the State
of Florida practicable and lying South of township
twenty-three and east of Peace Creek, helonging to the
Btate of Florida or said Internal Improvement Fund,
now subject to overflow by Lake Okeechobee, the Kissim-
mee river and its brancheg, and the lakes contiguous to
said river whose waters now flow into, or can be made
to flow into, said river or into Lake Okezchobee, or into
the Caloosahatehie river, or Miami river, or other outlets,
by cuts or canals, including both those already patented
as well ag those that may hereafter be patented to said
State by the Unifted States, the said lands to be reclaimed
and drained and rendered fit for cultivation by perma-
nently lowering and keeping reduced the waters of Lake
Okeechobee, and thereby permanently lowering and keep-
ing reduced the high-water level of said river, and by
thus fowering the \\nterq of said Lake creating an in-
creased current in said river, and by the increased cur-
rent thus created causing the bed of said river to cut or
wash out, and by these means and by cutting off bends in
said river to further increase the current of said river
and permanently confine the water-flow of said river
within its natural banks, and thereby effectually and
permanently prevent the overflow of the banks; it being
understood and agreed that the drainage, reduction or
lowering of the w atera of Lake Okeechobee may he made
by a series of canals or cuts from the waters of said Lake
to the Caloeosahatchie river, on the West; and by cuts
and canals from said Lake e'athardl_\' to the waters of
the St. Lucie, or other available points; and also by cuts
or eanals southwardly to some stream or streams

I
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through the Everglades; and also by cufs or canals on
the south east side of the Everglades to the Miami river
and to any small streams heading or rising in the Ever-
glades; provided, howecver, that no canals or eufs shall
be made, dug or constructed unless the same be necessary
to reduce the waters of said Lake Okeechobee, to effect
the said object of drainage and permanently reclaiming
said lands.

It is expressly understood and agreed, that the work
and enterprise of making and consfructing such cuts and
canals, and of doing whatever may be proper or neces-
sary to effect the drainage and reclamation and render-
ing fit for cultivation of said lands, is to be begun, car-
ried on and continued and prosecuted under the personal
direction and supervision of a skilful and experienced
civil engineer to be provided, maintained and paid by the
said parties of the first part; and that the said parties
of the first part are to have the right to throw up emn-
bankments, make and construet sluice-ways and dikes,
and cuts and canals, in, on and through all lands, or any
of said lands, of the State or Fund; and to use any tim-
ber or earth or stone or other material on said lands be-
longing to said State or Fund. The parties of the first
part further agree, that they will, within ten days from
the execution and delivery of these presents, deposit
with B. C. Lewis & Sons, Bankers at Tallahassee, the
sum of $5,000.00, to be held by them subject to the joint
order of Hamilton Disston, on the part of the parties of
the first part, and the Treasurer of the Board of Trus-
tees of Internal Improvement Fund on the part of the
(parties of the) second part, to be forfeited to the parties
of the second part, absolutely, if the said parties of the
first part shall fail to perform the covenants herein, or
any of them; and that, within ninety days from such ex-
ecution and delivery, they will commence, hy suitable
and competent engineers, and will prosecute and finish
without delay, a thorough survey of levels for ascertain-
ing and determining what portion of, and in what man-
ner, said lands can be drained: That upon the report of
such survey being received, and within six months from
the signing of these articles, the said parties of the first
part will put into the actual work of excavation, within

30 I. I,
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the limits of said territory, and maintain at regular
work thereon. a force of men awd machinery as shall not
at any time thereafter be less than equal to the labor of
one hundred nwu._uuril the completion of the said work.

The parties of the second part, for themselves and
their successors in office, do agree and bind themselves,
and their suceessors in the administration of said trust,
that they will, and their successors shall, pay, give, grant.
convey and deed the alternate sections of land, helonging
1o the State or fo their Fund. now patented or that may
be hereafter acquived, within the limits of this contract,
which may be reclaimed and thus rendered fit for culti-
vation: such lauds to be conveyed in such quantities and
at such ftimes as way be justified by the progress of the
work, and will be equitable and just to the said parties
hereto; it being mutually agreed that the poliey of the
Board of Trustees will at all times be such as not to pay
in excess of the work done, and yet to such extent and at
such times as will facilitate and aid the faithful perform-
ance of the covenantg of the parties of the first part:
Provided, however, that no lands or compensation shall
be conveyed or pavable to said parties of the fixst part,
until some considerable quantity of lands, not less than
two hundred thousand acres, shall have been reclaimed.

It is further agreed by the parties hereto, that the as-
soeiation of F. A. Hendry, Jacob Summerlin, James
Evans, Ziba King, J. J. Blount, M. W. Hendry, H. A.
Parker and 8. G. Thorp with the parties of the first part,
as representatives of such interest in the covenants of
these presents as may be agreed upon, with the said
partics of the first part, will be approved of and by the
parties of the second part.

It is further understood and agreed that all work shall
be done in a substantial and first class manner, and that
time is to be considered as the essence of this contract,
both as to the making of the deposit of Five thousand
dollars, and for commencing and completing the survey
of levels for ascertaining and determining the porlions
of and in what manner said lands can be drained, and for

commencing the actual work of excavation within thes

limits of said territory with the force of men and machin-
ery not less than equal to the labor of one hundred men,
and that on failure to do either or any of said things
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within the time it is stated they ave to be commenced,
then said Five thousand dollars shall hecome and he the
property of said Trostees, and this confract  shall  be
otherwise void.

Im Witness whereof, the parties of the first and second
part have hereunto set their hands-the parties of the
eecond part their seal of office. at Tallahassee, on this,
the 31st day of January, A. ). 1881,—and of the first part
their seals at the time and place herennder designated.
Signed in duplicate,

W. D. BLOXHAM. Governor.

W. D. BARNER, Comptroller.

WALTER GWXYNN, Treasurer.

GEQ. P. RANEY, Aity Genl

HUGH A. CORLEY, Commr. of Lands & Tmmigra-
tion,

INGHAM CORYELL (L S)

ALBERT B. LINDERMAN. (L 8)

WHITEIELD H. DRAKE. (L §)

Messrs, Ingham Coryell and Albert B. Linderman, par-
ties to said contract being present, certain amendments,
additions and modifications of the articles of agreement
were consented to and ordered embodied in a supplemen-
tal agreement, as follows:

It is provided, that this contract is not to he binding
upon the parties of the second part until it shall have
been signed by the above named Hamilton Disston and
William H. Wright—and provided, further, that the
words “twenty-three” in the second line of fhe second
page of said confract shall be read and constriied as
“twenty-four.” E

It is further agreed, that if the parties of the fivst
part, or they and such persons as they may associate
with them, shall becomie incorporated under the laws of
this State, then the body corporate so incorporated and
constituted may take the place of the said parties of the
first part, and be entitled to all the rights and powers,
and shall be subject to all the obligatious, covenants and
conditions of fhis éontract.

1t i3 further understood and agreed, that should there
at any time be a failure upon the part of the parties of
the first part, for the period of sixty days, to prosecute
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said work, or, in other words, should said parties of the
first part omit for said period to carry on the work as
contemplated by this instrument, then the said parties
of the second part, and their successors, shall also have
the right to terminate and annul the contract by notice
served upon the parties of the first part, or publisked in
a newspaper at Tallahassee for the period of thirty days.
Such annulment, however, shall not affect ihe right of
said parties of the second part to hold and have or retain
said five thonsand dollars as forfeited to them.

It is further agreed and understood, that no interrup-
tion of work by high-water, storms, breaking of machin-
ery, epidemics, sickness or disease, or other providential
interference, or by any accident, shall be considered or
taken into account against said parties of the first part
for and during such time as the high water, storms,
sickness, disease or epidemic, or other providential inter-
ference shall tontinue, or for and during such time as
may be reasonably necessary for repairing machinery, or
during the period for which any such accident may in-
terrupt such work,

It is further agreed and understood, that after the per-
manent reclamation of two bhundred thousand acres of
land, and the approval thereof by the parties of the sac-
ond part, or their successors, the said parties of the first
part shall have the right to withdraw the five thousand
dollars.

It is further understood and agreed, that the deposit of
the five thousand dollars may be made with the Treasurer
of the State of Florida, as such Treasurer, instead of
with B. €. Lewis & Sons.

It is further understood end agreed, that this contract
is made by the respective parties hereto with fu’l knowl-
edge of the legislation of the General and State govern-
ments in reference to this Fund, and of the acts, resolu-
tions and previous contracts of the Board of Trustees of
the Internal Improvement Fund in relation to the drain-
age and reclamation of lands by contracts made with any
person or corporations,
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The Board then adjourned.
W I BLOXHAM,
I'vesident.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY,
; Secretary

Tallahassee, Florida, February 28, 188]1.

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: ~William D). Bloxham, Governor.

William D. Barnes, Comptroller.

Henry A. L’Engle, Treasurer.

George P’. Raney, Attorney General,

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

A petition was received from a number of citizens re-
siding in the vicinity of Long Lake and Deep Creek, north
and northwest of Spring Garden Lake, asking aid in
clearing out Deep Creck and making it navigable for sev-
eral miles from Spring Garden Lake and draining the ad-
jacent overflowed lands; and an accompanying letter
from Alexander Wallace offering to perform the work for
twelve thousand acres of land: which papers were re-
ferred to the Commissioner of Lands and Immigration to
inquire and ascertain the quantity of land that would
probably be reclaimed by the improvement asked for.

The Commissioner laid before the Board a letter from
Mrs. Laura H. Randolph with reference to the purchase
by the Trustees of the Tract Books and bound plats now
ased in the Land Office, the property of her late husband
Arthur M. Randelph and Henry Wells, when the said
Randolph and Wells were agents of the State for the se-
lection of Swamp Lands. The Secretary was instructed
to correspond with Mrs. Randolph and ascertain what
she will take for her interest in said books and plats.

The following accounts were presented and approved:

M. A. Williams, Commissiong on Sales this month,
$298.47.

Haley T. Blocker, Services and Expenses as State
Agent in the Swamp Land Indemnity Investigation,
$204.15.

Telegraphing, $1.00.
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Ordered, That $330 dollars be paid to James M. Baker,
Egq. on account of professional services as Solicitor in
the suit of Vose vs. The Trustees 1. 1. Fund.

The Board then adjourned,

W. D. BLOXHAM,
President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY,
Neeretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, Mavch 5, 1881,

The Beard met in the Executive Office.
Present: William 1. Bloxham, Governor.

William D. Barnes, Comprroller.

Henry A. L/Engl2 Trrasurer,

George I’. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A, Corley, Commisiionees of Hands

and Tmmigration,

A communication was received from ©. D. Willard,
Esq., Solicitor for the Duteh Bondholders in the Railroad
cases in the Supreme Court of the United States, request-
ing that the Trustees make a motion before said Su-
preme Court that a mandate be issued at onece in sald
cases mpon the decree vecently rendered affirming the
decision of the civenit court, the Attornex's fee for mak-
ing said motion to he paid by the Duteh Tiondholders;
algo. a letter from Gen. Henry R, Jackson, representing
a majority of the holders of the Pensacola and Georgia
and Tallahassee Railvoad Bonds, nrging the same action
by the Trustees. Judge David 8. Walker, also represent-
ing a number af the holders of the Tallahassee and Pen-
sacola and Georgia Railroad bonds, appeared hefore the
Board, and recommended similap action.

The Attorney General was requested to write to Send-
tor Jones and inquire whether the present condition of
the suit is such, that the motion requested can now with
propriety be made before the Supreme Court, and to re-
quest him to telegraph to the Board if that be the case.
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The Board then adjourned.
W. D. BLOXHAM,
President.
Attest :
HUGH A. CORLEY,

Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, March 10, 1881.

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor,

William D. Barnes, Comptroller,

Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley. Commissioner of Lands &
Tmmigration.

Mr. Corley offered the following resolution :

Whereas, The Articles of Agreement for the reclama-
tion of the lands overflowed by the waters of Kissimmee
river aud ifs tributaries and Take Okeechobee, hereto-
fore signed by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund, and transmitted for the signatures of Hamilton
Disston and others, have lLeen returned to the Trustees
with eertain suggestions and requests for the modification
and amendment of said articles of agreement: Therefore,
Be it Resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Imternal
Improvement Fund of the Ntate of Florvida, That the fol-
lowing provisions, modifications and amendments of the
Articles of Agreement heretofore signed by said Trustees
are adopted as a part and pareel of said Articles:

1. I't i provided, That the contract is not to be hinding
upon the parties of the second part until it shall have
been signed by Hamilton Disston and William H.
Wright.

2. It is provided, further, that the words “twenty-three”
in the first elause of said eontract shall be read and con-
strued as “twenty-four.”

8. It is further agreed, that if the parties of the first
part, or they and such persons as they may associate
with them, shall become incorporated under the laws
of this State, then the hedy corporate so incorporated
and constituted may take the place of the said parties of
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the first part, and be entitled to all the rights and pow-
ers, and shall be subject to ull the obligations, covenants
and conditions of this contraet.

4. It is further understood and agreed, that should
there at any time be a failure on the part of the parties
of the first part, for the period of six{y days, to prosecute
said work, or, in other words, should said parties of the
first part omit for said period to carry on the work as
contemplated by this instrument, then the said parties
of the second part, and their succesors, shall also have
the right to terminate and annul the contract, by notice
served upon the parties of the first part; or publighed in
a newspaper at Tallahassee for the period of thirty days.
Such annulment, however, shall not affect the right of
said parties of the second part to hold and have or retain
gaid five thousand dollars as forfeited to them.

5. It is further agreed and understood, that no inter-
ruption of work hy high water, storms, breaking of ma-
chinery, epidemics, sickness or disease, or other provi-
dential interference, or by any accident, shall be consid-
ered or taken into account against said parties of the
first part, for and during such time as the high water,
storms, sickness, disease or epidemics, or other providen-
tial interference shall contiuue, or for and during such
time as may be reasonably necessary for repairing ma-
chinery, or during the period for which any sueh acei-
dent may interrupt such work.

6. It is further agreed and waderstood, that, after the
permanent reclamation of two hondred thousand acres of
land, and the approval thereof by the parties of the sec-
ond part, or their suceessors, the said parties of the first
part shall have the right to withdraw the five thousand
dollars.

7. It i further understood and agreed, that the deposit
of the five thousand dollars may be made with the Treas-
urer of the State of Florida. as such Treasurer, instead
" of with B. C. Lewis & Sons,

8. It is further understood. that this contract is made
by the respective parties hereto with full knowledge of
the legislation hy the General and State governments in
reference to this Fund, and of the acts, resolntions and
previous contracts of the Board of Trustees of the In-
ternal Tmprovement Fund in relation to the drainage and
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reclamation of lands by conti . made with any persons:
or corporations.

Upon the question of the adoption of said resolution
the vote was:

Yeas, Gov. Bloxham, Messrs, I'Engle & Corley, 3.

Nays. Messrs. Barnes and Raney. 2.

So the resolution was adopted:

Ordered, That the Secretary attach a certified copy of
said resolution to each ¢opy of the Articles of Agreement
signed by the Trustees, and transmit them fto Hamilton
Disston of Philadelphia, that the articles may be ex-
ecuted by himself and William H. Wright.

The Governor laid before the Board a copy of a pam-
phlet published on behalf of the Midland Railway, Drain-
age and Canal Company, for distribution in England,
sent at the request of the Board by John C. Chambers,
President of said Company, together with a letter from
Mr. Chambers referring to said pamphlet, and exiticizing
the action of the Trustees ag not favoring the plans and
objects of the Company.

Ordered, That a reply to the communication of Mr.
Chambers be prepared by the Secretary and submitted
to the Board.

The Secretary announced that formal notice had been
given that the name of the Gainesville, Ocala and Char-
lotte Harbor Railroad Company had been changed to that
of the Florida Southern Railway Company.

The Secretary laid before the Board a proposed modi
fication of the details of construction of the Florida
Southern Railway, transmitted for the approval of the
Board by N. R. Gruelle, Chief Engineer. in the words
and figures following, to wit:

Modification of details of construction or specifications
as set forth in Section Twelve (Sec. 12) of the “Internal
Improvement Act,” Laws of the State of Florida:

First, The line of road for sixty feet from the centre,
shall be cleared of all standing timnber,

Second. The grading shall be for a single track, except
at depots, turn-outs and similar places where it shall be
wider if required hy the Engineer, with a road-bed
fourteen (14) feet wide in cuttings, with ditches of such
width and depth as to insure perfect drainage, and eight
(8) feet wide on embankments, at the grade line, with
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slopes of one and one-half fo one. (14 to 1.) Tn all exca-
vations or embankments a perfect drainage shall be se-
cured, and no standing water will be allowed to come
within three (3) feet of the lower side of the cross-ties.

Third. All cross-ties shall be delivered on the line of the
road and be of heart yellow pine, cypress, white, yellow,
post. live or Spanish oak, white or red cedar, six feet
long, with not less than eight (8) inches face, and six (6)
inches in thickness, and shall be well and carefully
bedded, and laid within two and one-half (2%) feet from
centre to centre.

Fourth. At all water-ways, sufficient space shall be
left for the unobstructed passage of water.

Fifth. In the crossings of all streams, good and sub-
stantial bridges shall be constructed according to the
plans approved hy the State Hngineer: and over alk
streams that arve navigated, suitable draws shall be put
in to admit the passage of boats or vessels usually navi-
gating the same, the plans of said draws to be approved
by the State Engineer.

Sieth. The guage of the road shall be three (3) feet.

Serenth. The iron or steel rail nsed shall not weigh
less than thirty (20) pounds to the lineal yard, and be of
the hest guality of iron or steel, and be well seeured to
the ties with snitable spikes and plates. '

Fightl. The entire equipment shall be of the first
class, and shall at all times be sufficient for the prompt
transportation of all the passengers and freight ordinari-
Iy offering. §

Ninth. The grades and curves shall he as the Chief En-
cineer may adopt : provided. however, that no grades shall
exceed eighty (80) feet to the mile, and no curves shall
exceed four (4) degrees curvature, unless approved by
the State Enginecr.

The proposed modification of the details of construe-
tion of said road was approved by the Board.

The Commissioner of Tands and Tmmigration laid be-
fore the Board a notiee from the U. 8. Land Office in
Gainesyille that James (. RBell contests the Swamp Land
selection of Lot No. 1. Section 20, Township 10, South;
Range 14, Iast, and appointing the 9th May at Gaines-
ville fer hearing testimony respecting the character of
the land. Which was ordered placed on file,
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The bill of W, T. Webster for two dollars for furnish-
ing Township plat for Salesman’s Office was approved.

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration laid be-
fore the Board a letter from John O. Fries, offering to
subdivide Township 21, South, Range 32, IZast, in a legal
manner, furnish a plat of the township and the field-notes
for $200, he paying all expenses of chainbearers and other
hands.

Ordered, That the Commissioner contract with Mre.
Fries for the survey of said Township on those terms,

The Board then adjourned.

W. D. BLOXHAM,
President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY,
Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, March 14, 1881.

The Board met in the Exeentive Office.

Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor.

William D. Barnes, Comptroller,

George P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Tmmigration.

The Governor laid before the Doard a felegraphic dis-
pateh from A. St. Clair-Abrams on behalf of Gen, H. 8.
Sanford. asking an extension of thirty days longer within
which to notify the Trustees of his acceptance of the
terms of the resolution of February 18th modifying the
resolutions of Februnary 1st, and to enfer into the con-
tract therein provided for.

On motion, it was

Ordered. That an extension be allowed as requested for
thirty days from this date.

The Board then adjourned.

W. . BLOXHAM,
President.
Attest:
HUGIT A. CORLEY.
Fecretary,
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Tallahassee, Florida, March 16, 1881.

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: William T). Bloxham, Governor,

William D. Barnes, Comptroller,

Henry A. I'Engle, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

Samuel A. Swann, Esq. appeared before the Board and
made a statement respecting the attempts made by him
as Special Agent of the Board to effect the negotiation
of the sale of three millions acres of land to parties in
England, and exhibited a number of letters received by
him upon that subject, and made various suggestions as
to the best means of seecuring a sale.

The following resolution was adopted:

‘Be it Resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund of the State of Floride, That Samuel
A. Bwann, Esq., the Special Agent of this Board be au-
thorized to negotiate the sale of three millions acres of
land, to be taken in bodies of not less than ten thousand
acres, at thirty cents per acre, on the following terms,
to wit:

Twenty per centum of the purchase money to be paid
on or before the first day of July next; upon which pay-
ment, the purchaser shall be allowed until the first day of
January next to select the lands.

An additional thirty per centum of the purchase money
to be paid on or before the first day of Januwary, 1882;
and upon such payment the purchaser shall be entitled to
a deed of conveyance of one million acres of land.

The remaining fifty per centum of the purchase money
to be paid on or before the first day of July, 1882; upon
wiiich payment the purchaser shall be entitled to a deed
of conveyance for the remaining two millions of acres se-
lected by him. :

In case of the payment of the twenty per centum on or
before the first day of July next, and a failure to pay the
thirty per centum on or before the first day of January,
1882, the purchaser shall not be entitled to a return of
the twenty per centum paid in, but shall take from the
Frusteer of the Internal Improvement Fund a conveyance
of such quantity of land, to be selected by him, as can be
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purchased with the money paid in, at regular prices. In
case of the payment of the twenty per centum on or be-
fore the first day of July, and the thirty per centum on
or before the first day of January next, and the convey-
ance of one million acres of land, and a failure to pay
the remaining fifty per centum on or before the first day
of July, 1882, then the Trustees shall be relieved from
any obligation for the conveyance of the remaining two
millien acres, except upon the payment of the regular
prices therefor; and the fifty per centum already paid
in shall be retained by the Trustees as the price of the
one million acres conveyed. In the selection of lands un-
der this resolution, where ditferent tracts are separated
by lands not Lelonging to the Toternal Improvement
Fund, they shall be construed as constituting one body.

The Secretary laid before the Board a reply to the let-
ter of John C. Chambers, President of the Midland, Rail-
way Drainage apd Caral Company which was placed be-
fore the Board on the 10th inst.—After several correc-
tions and alterations, the reply was approved and ordered
sent by the Secretary to Mr. Chambers.

A letter was received from E. J. Berry, Timber Agent,
tendering his resignation te take effect at the end of the
month ; which was accepted.

The following accounts were presented and approved:

BE. J. Berry, Timber Agent, Expenses in February,
$78.50.

Hugh A. Corley, amount expended by him in paying
accounts incurred in the Swamp Land Indemnity Inves-
tigation over and above the amount of moneys placed in
his hands for that purpose, $31.02.

Postage for Salesman's office, $5.23,

The following resclution was adopted:

Wihereas, at the last session of the Legislature an act
wag passed for the sale of State lands by instalments:

Be it Resolved, That the Solicitor of this Board be re-
quested to apply to the United States Circuit Court at
Jacksonville for an order which will clearly authorize the
Trustees to sell lands upon the terms prescribed in said
act.

The Board discussed the guestion of continuing or
abolishing the stumpage system, but came to no determi-
nation, and postponed the consideration of the subject.
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The Board then proceeded to the election of a Timber
#Agent; and alter three votes were had without an elec-
tion, this matter was postponed until Friday next.

The Bodrd then adjourned.

W. D. BLOXTAM,
President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Flovida, March 11, 1381,

Ehe Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor.

William 1), Barnes, Comptroller.

Henry A, L'Engle, Treasurer.

George . Raney, Attorney General. .

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Linmigration.

The Board proceeded to the election of a Timber Agent.
and, after several votes, B. M. Burroughs was elected.

The Salary of the Timber Agent was fixed at one hun-
dred dollars per month.

Gen. H. 8. Sanford appeared hefore the Trustees and
requested modifications of the resolutions heretofore
adopted with reference to a sale of lands to him. His
proposition was as follows: To purchase 250,000 acres at
50 cents per acre, with the option of purchasing 750,000
more on the terms named in the resolution of February
1st. payment to be made in coupons; to be received sub-
ject to an order of court to be procured making all cou-
pons receivable in payment for lands.

After conference and consideration, the Board declined
to make the sale on the terms proposed, and so informed
Gien. Ranford.

The Board then adjourned.

W. D. BLOXHAM,
I'resident. -
Attest :
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.
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Tallahassee, Florida, March 24, 1881.

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: William D). Bloxham, Governor.

William 1I). Barnes, Comptroller.

Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General,

Hugh A. Corley. Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration,

A communication was received on bhehalf of the East
Florida Railway Company, electing under the land grant
in their charter, to receive the even-numbercd sections
within six miles of their line of road. Whereupon, it was

Ordered, That the lands lying within six miles of the
¥oute of the East Florida Railway, embraced in the oda-
numbered sections, heretofore reserved from sale for the
benefit of said railway, be restored to market; and that
the lands embraced in the even-numbered sections within
gaid limits be reserved from sale for sixty days, for the
benefit of said railway.

The Governor laid Lefore the Board a letter from the
General Land Office stating that the lands along the line
of road from Waldo to Tampa Bay had been ordered with-
drawn from market under the railroad grant by Congress
of May 17, 1856, the map of definite location of the line
of location of said reute having been filed by the Atlantie,
Gulf and West India Transit Company.

The Board then adjourned.

W. D. BLOXHAM,
President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY,
Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, March 28 1881.
The Board met in the Executive Office.
Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor.
William T). Barnes, Comptroller.
Henry A. I’Engle, Treasurer.
George P. Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands
and Immigration. :
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‘The Seerctary laid before the Board a telegraphic dis-
pateh to Mr. E. K. Foster from Gen. H. 8. Sanford asking
to be informed that the resolutions heretofore adopted
hy the Doard respecting a sale of lands to him be consid-
ered alternative, and that further time will be given fail-
ing action by the Court. The Secretary was instructed
to inform General S8anford that ke can purchase the lands
from the Trustees either upon the terms speecified in the
ariginal resolution adopted Febrnary 1st, or upon the
terms ag modified in the resolution of February 18th and
that should the time limited expire before acceptance of
said resolutions, the Board will take info consideration
any proposition for extending the time further, and will
be governed in their action thereon by the circumstances
that shall be then cxisting,

The Governor laid before the Board the articles of
agreement for the drainage and reclamation of the over-
flowed lands in the vicinity of Lake Okeechobee and Kis-
simmee river and their {ributaries, which had heen re-
turned sigred by Hamilton Disston, Ingham Coryell, Al-
bert B. Linderman, Whitfield H. Drake, W. C. I’arsons
and William H. Wright.

Ordered, That the same be filed.

The Board then adjourned.

W. D. BLOXITAM,
President.

Attest:

HUGH A. CORLEY,
Secretary.

Tallahaszsee, Florida, March 30, 1881.
The Beard met in the Attorney General’s Office.
Present: William D). Bloxham, Governor. ’
William 1), Barnes, Comptroller.
Henry A. I’Engle, Treasurer.
Greorge . Raney. Attorney General.,
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.
A letter was received from Hon. D. T. Yulee on behalf
of the Fernandina and Jacksonville Railroad Company,
aceompanied with a plat of the line of the road, inform-
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ing the Trustees that said road has a gauge of five feet
-and continuous connection with the system of the State
near Hent's Road Station on the line of the Florida
Transit Railroad, and that it is laid with steel rails
weighing fifty pounds to the yard; and requesting, on be-
half of the Company, an approval of the specification of
its structure, and that the Trustees will cause to he set
aside to it the lands which they consider legally due to
it under the laws of the State by way of grant.

Ordered, That the swamp lands embraced in the odd-
numbered sections lying within six miles on each side of
the line of the Ternandina and Jacksonville Railroad, be
teserved from sale for sixty days.

The following letier was received from IIon. D. L.
Yulee: b

Office of the Tropical Florida Itailroad,
Fernandina, March 27. 1881,
To the Trustees of the Internal Improvement I'und of the

State of Flovida-

Dear Sirs:

Referring you te the assienment made to this Company
by the Atlantic Gulf and West India Transit Company,
formerly the Flavida Railroad Company, of its chartered
rights South of Ocala, between that point and the waters
of Tampa Bay, including the right to all grants and privi-
leges appertaining to that part of the lLine, a copy of
which i= on file with you. I respectfully request that the
alternate sections of the State lands as eranted by the
Aet of Jany. 6, 1855, along that part of the line hetween
Amelia Tsland and the waters of Tampa Bay, be with-
drawn from furthee Sple, and that an account be faken
of such of the lands ipeluded in said grant as have heen
heretofore sold by the Trustees.

A map of the line ag surveyed and located in 1859 will
#be found in the office of the Secretary of State. T wiil
cause a duplicate to be prepared for your use, and shorily
forwarded.

I have the honor to be,
Your Obt. St, -
D. L. YULEE.

31 1. 1. |
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Actiop upon said communication was vostponed, until
a plat of the voute of the Trepical Florida Railroad
shall be filed.

John H. Fry, Esq., appeared before the Lioard and made
a verbal proposition on behalf of himeelf and hig 4sso-
ciates for the pu:chase of land from the Trustees. His
proposition was in substan:e that the Tenstees  should
convey to him and his associates gix millions acres of land
in consideration of the payment of all the liabilities of
the Internal Tinprovement Fund and the construction of a
Ship Canal or Ship Railway across the Peuninsula of Flor-
ida—and should the Trustees decline this proposition he
desired them ro make to him a counter proposition for
the sale of the largest quantity of land they are willing
to convey and on the most favorable terms the Trustiees
are willing to 2ceept.

After some time spent in discussing the proposition, the

_matter was posiponed until tomorrow.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, March 31, 1881

The Board met in the Attorney General’s Office.

Present: William D. Bloxham, Governer.

William D). Barnes, Comptrolicr.

Henry A, L’Engle, Treasurer.

George T'. Raney. Atrorney GP]]PI‘{I].'

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lanils &
Immigration.

Ordered, That seven hundred dnd fifty dollars be paid
to Hon. Charles V. Jones for professional services as Af-
torney in arguing the case of T. B. Codrington vs. Taoe
Trustees of the ITnternal Improvement Fund and othef®,
in the Supreme Court of the United States,

The fe‘nlinwin_'.: sccounts were presented, approved and
ordered paid:

Hugh A. Corley, telegraph and express charges, $3.80.

M. A. Williams., Commissions on Sales this monih,
$495.55.
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The Commissioner laid before the Board a letter from
the U. 8. Land Office at Gainesville enclosing a ietter from
the Commissioner of the General Land Office at Wash-
ington, giving rotice that the State selection of Lot No. 4
Rection 13, and Lot No. 1 Section 26, T 43 8, R 27, 2, had
been rejected upon the testimony taken in the contest of
John O. Morgan. A

The Board suthorized the change of entry No. 9737
made by Georee W, Turnburke February 22, 1881, nipon
the ;\'E'-]'- of BI2E Section 21, Township 30, South, Range
15. East.

The followine eptries were canceled 1nd fhe purchase
money ordered to he refunded:

En'h-)' No. 9738 by David Westfield made 25th Febroary
1881, upon the South part of Lot No. 1 of Section 7,
Township 19, South, Range 22, East—amount of parchase
money $26.50,

Entry No. 6082 by James L. Anderson made January 3.
1871, upon the 8W1 of NE{ and XW] of SE} Section 8
Township 20, Souih, Range 24, East. confaining 8042
acres—amouni of purchase money $100.53, .

Entry No. 9701, by James L. Anderson made February
17th 1881, upon the SW1 of NEl and NW{ of S} Section
& Township 23, South, Range 25, East, containing =0.18
acres—amount of purchase money $72.16.

The Board then resumed the consideration of John T
Fry for the purchase of lands, and affer a long discussion
postponed the consideration of the subject until another
meeting.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY. Secretary.

‘Tallahassee, Florida, April 1, 1881

The Board met in the Executive Office.
Present: William D). Bloxham, Governor.

William I). Barnes. Comptroller.

Heury A. I’Engle, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney (leneral.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &

Immigration.
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The Board resumed the consideration of the proposition
wf John H. Fry for the purchase of lands and the con-
struetion of a Ship Canal, and decided notr to pass any
resolutions respecting the same which wonld be binding
upon the Truslees in the nature of a contract, hut to indi-
cate to Mr. Fry by letter what the Board is willing to do
whenever the siid Fry and his associates ave prepared to

carry out at once any contract for the purchase of lands—
Whereupon, (he following letter was prepared and ap
praved by the Iloard, and mn’ned by the Secretary:

Hon. John H. Fry,
Tallahassee, Fla.
Sir:

I am instructed by the Board of Trustees of the Inter-
nal Improvement Fund of the State of Florida——to com-
municate the following to you as the result of their delib-
erations on the subject of your proposals concerning a sale
or grant of lands to you and your associates to be applied
to purpdses of a Ship Canil across the State frem the wa-
ters of the Atlantic to those of the Gulf:

1st. The BDoard has no power to make a rionahon, of
lands for sach a purpose.

2nd. The Board, although it has power to make con-
tracts for the reclamation and drainage of swamp and
overflowed lands—Yet in making such contracts it will
only act upon knowledge of the exact lands proposed to be
drained or reclaimed.

3rd. The Board cannot make a sale of Iand, for a nomi-
nal pecuniary consideration, looking to, and faking the
construction of the Canal as the balance 0 make up a
sufficient consideration for the sale.

4th. In view of negotiations pending befor> the Board
it does not now desire to make any definite propositicn to
you, as to a sale of lands, and give you any certain {im
for accepting the rame, and thereby consummating a con-
tract binding upen it. The reason of the Board’s unwﬂl
ingness to do this is that its members are not willing to do
anything which will prevent the Board from availing it-
self of any accentahle offer which might be made in the
future and pending your nnnmdemtmn of its propositions,
and which might be inconsistent with your rights under
such propositions if accepted. In a word the Board de-
sire to stand free to accept any proposition for an imme-
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diate purchase of lands which may be made at any time.
The Roard however is willing to indicate what it will with
the lights before it in all probability be willing and ready
to do in case yvou should come forward and propose to car-
Fy it out, and in the mean time it has not made sales which
would render it impracticahle or wundesirable to you.
What follows is to be considered by you in this light.
With this understanding, T will say for the Board that it
will sell you three million acres of land to be selected by
you and your associates in bodies of not less than ften
thousand acres, ut thirty cents per acre payable in U. 8
currency, or the Board will convey to you and vour asso-
cidtes three millien acres of land to be selected in similar
bodies, wpon your surrendering to the Trustees all the
outstanding indebtedness due or to become due of the fund
arising from the guaranty or endorsement of the Rail
Road Bonds issued by R. R. Companies ander the provis:
ions of the Act of January 1855 commonly known as the
Internal Improvement law, including adjundged costs in
the Vose case. Should the Board make a sale to you
payable in currency as above indicated it would exmpect
you to pay, ray one third of the whole vrice in sav sixty
days from your closing your bargin with it. an additisnal
one third within one hundred and twenty days, and the
remaining one third within say six months from sn clos.
ing the contract. As soon as vou have paid the first one-
third, lands wonld be withdrawn from sale as fast as vou
gelected them in quantities of 250.000 acres. Time would
be of the issuanre contract and vour failure in muke the
first payment wounld aveid it. Your failure fo make the
second payment within the time provided, vou having
made the first would give the Board the opfion to avoid
the contract and wpon the Board so aveidin.y it by a reso-
lution, the moner paid in would be retained by the Board
as ifs property with the right hawever to voun tn take
lands therefor at the usual or schednle prices Tn e
voun should fail ax to the third navment tlie Board would
have the rame right as to avoiding the rontract and keen-
ing the two payments made. and you the richt 10 {ake
lands at the usual prices. Ko deeds wonld he moade you
until all the parments had been made oxeepi vpon the
basis of sales at the usnal prices.

Bhould you prefer to énn'vpdm- the indebtedness refer:
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red to above, the Board wouly be willing io provide for
your paying in U. 8. Currency after (having surrendered
at least $500,000 of the indebredness,) an mmount egual o
the face principai and interest of the remaiuing indebted-
mess.  All indebtedness should be sarrendered or $300,000
surrendered and the cash balance paid in  within  six
months. The Board would be willing to mmaks reasonable
arrangements for withdrawal of lands from sale on the
surrender of at least $250,000 of indebtedness and up-
wards being made.

It is however to be distinctly understood that nothing is
to effect the right of the Trustees to collect the amount
due on the decrce rendered M-ay 31, 1879, at Jacksonville

in the Rail Koad cases by Judge Bradley for the balance.

of the purchase money due oi the sales of thz 1% & G. &
Tallahassee Rail Heads; the prineipal of which balance is
applicable to the principal of the bonds, and the interest
of which is applicable to certain interest on the bonds.
The Trustees would retain the right to coliect and keep
whatever would be coming to the Board and be applieable
to a reimbursement of the fund for coupons or interest
thereon taken up or paid by the fund in its transactions
with you, the Board having given you lands for such cou-
pons would have dnd claim che right to the moneya repre-
senting the interest on said decree. The Board would be
willing to sell you four millions acres at twenty five cents
an acre on the terms indicated above as to a sale for U, 8.
Currency if Mr. fwann will make no claim for commis-
sions, or you will settle with him—the Board will not pay
any commissions cn the irdebtedness surrender plan indl-
cated above—Nothing in vur arrangement with you witl
preclude you from arramging with the Rail Road compa-
nies to which grants have been made by the Legislatures
of 1879 & 1881, for contribution or reimbursement fo
you in lands or stherwise by said companics (legal au-
thont\ thereto having been first obtained) for the p‘ly-
ments to be made by you to the Trustees.

Yery respectfully,
Your Obt Svt, ;
HUGH A. CORL IY.
Secty Bd. Trustees T. I Fnnd.

QA
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The Board then adjourned.
Attest: i W. D. BLOXHAM, President,
HUGH A. CORLEY, Sccretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, April 2d, 1881,
The Board met in the Attorney Generai's Otfice.
Present: Henry A. L’Engle, Treasurer.
George P. Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
TImmigration.
John H. Fry, Ilsq., appeared before the Roard and sug-

gested various changes in the letter of the Doard ad-

dressed to him vesterday, but the Board declined to make
any alteration.

The Commissinner laid before the Beard a T'atert from
the United States conveyinz to the Staie fonr {hounsand
gix hundred and thirtv-nipe 51-100 acres of land under
the provisions of the Acts of Congress of March 2, 1855
and March 2, 1857, in lien of iawls which had been granted
to the State under the Act of Congress of September 28,
1850, but which had been located with warrants or scrip
in the United States Land Office; being the lands located
with Swamp Land Indemnity Certificate Noa. 2, dated €e-
tober 20, 1880, which =aid Indemnity Certificate had heen
assigned and transferred by the Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund to Sydney I. Wailes in considerition
of his services in procuring an adjustment of the indem-
nity claims of the State: Whereupon. it was

Ordered. That the lands embraced in said patent be con-
veved by deed to the maid Bydney I. Wailes or to such
person or persons as he may direct.

The Commissioner announced that he had received the
following Swamn Land Indemnity Certificates nuthoriz-
ing the Btate of T'lorida to select in the ageresate 25.810
'36-100 acres of United States land. in lien of that amount
of lands in Florida disposed of hy the [United Siates by
locations of Military bountv land warrants since Septem-
‘ber 28, 1850, and prior. to March 3, 1857, which have been
proved to be swamp lgnd;

Certificate No. 4, d@mbracing 20.64829 qeres,

WCertifieate Na: 5, embracing 3,162.07 acres,

——
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Raid Certificates having been procured through the
agency of Mr. Rydney 1. Wailes, under the contract al-
lowing him twenty per cent of the amount received as
compensation for his services, and the said Certificate No.
b embracing 5162.07 acres being twenty per cent upon
the aggregate; it was

Ordered, That said Certificate No. 5 be assigned 1o
Bydney I. Wailes, and that he be appointed the Speciul
Agent for the purpose of selecting and eniering the landn
thereunder, and that when the lands so entered by him
with said Certificate shall be patented to the Staie, ‘hey
will be conveyed by deed to the said Wailes o» his as-
gigne.

The Cemmiscioners placed before the Doawld the follow-
ing patents for Swamp Lands which had heen received

firom the General Land Office at Washingion:

*  Patent No. 18, of the Tallahassee Land District embrae-
ing 58,484 12-100 acres—procured through the agency of
Charles Pomeroy.

Patent No. 21, Tampa, now Gainesville Land Hafrict,
émbracing 214.271.76 acres, of Swamp Landg selected hy
the Btate of Florida prior to 1861, obtained through tha
Ageney of 8. T. Wailes. i

Under the contract with this Board, Mz, Wailes being
entitled to eight per cent. of the Swamp L.mds selected
before the war and patented through his agency, it was
Ordered, That Mr. Wailes We entitled to lm*air' 17,141.74
aeres of the lands:so pqtonred as his per centage npon the
214.271.76 acres embraced in Tampa Patent No. 21.

The following accounts were presented and approved:

Henry Wells, surviving partner of A, M. Randolph,
compensation for the selection of 289579.61 acres of
swamp land embraced in Gainesville Patent No, 1, Tal:
lahassee Patents Nos. 18 and 19 and Tampa Patent No.
21, at 8 mills per acre, $2,306.32.

J. H. McKenney, Clerk Supreme Court U. 8. for copy
of opinion in the ease of f‘odingtcm v.P. & G. R. R. Co-
et al.,, $2.00. .

The Board then adJourued

W D. BLOYHAH.
I’res1dent.. :

Attest: ' TR

HUGH A (‘ ORLFY Se(l’etm)'

a4
¥
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Tallahassee, Florida, April §, 1881

The Board met in the Executive Office,

Present: William D. Blexham, Goveraor.

George P. Raney, Attorney General,
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands
& Immigration.

The following change of entry was allowed, the appli-
cation being accompanied with all the papers required
by the regulations for the correction of erroneous en-

° tries: ¢ Sueds x.
. No, 8739, by Thomas B. Langford, from the NE} of
NE} Section 29, Township 32, South, Range 26, East to
the N1 of NEl of same section.

The Board then adjourned. ;

; W. . BLOXHAM

President,
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY,
Secretary.

Tallahassze, Florida, April 7, 1881

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: William D). Bloxham, Governor.

George I'. Raney, Attorney-General.
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer.

Mr. J. E. Ingraham Agent of General H. 8. Banford
appeared before the Board and applipd for an extension
of ninety days within which to accept the proposition
made by this Board, at the request of General Banford,
on February 1st and 14th, 1881,

' Two members being absent the Board declined to act
till ‘a full meeting eould be had.

The Board then adjourned.

W. D. BLOXHAM,
Presjdent.
"Attest: :
Geo. P. Riuey, Secretary pro tem,
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Tallahassee, Florida, April 11, 1881.

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor.

George I'. Raney, Attorney-General,
~ Henvy A. I'Engle, Treasurer.

It being apparent that a full attendance of the mem-
bers of the Board cannot e had till the last of this
month, and it being considered proper Ly the members
present that Mr. Ingrabham Agent of General Sanford
should be given an answer as to his proposition made to
the Board on the Tth inst. it was

Resolved, That Mr. Ingraham be notified that the
Board decline to grant the extension at this time, but
should assure General Sanford that they will be glad to
#ell to him or any other person at any time desiring to
consummate a sale any lands they may at such time
have for sale.

The Board then adjonrned.

W. D. BLOXHAM,
President.
Attest:
GEO. P. RANEY, Secretary pro tem.

Tallahassee, Florida, April 14, 1881,

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: Hon. William D. Bloxham, Governor.

William D). Barnes, Comptroller.
Feorge P. Raney, Attorney-General,
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer.

The following telegrams from General H. S. Sanford
were laid hefore the Board:

Washington D. C. 12.
Gov. W. D. Bloxham,
Prest Board Trustees:

To simplify matters and prevent misapprehension will
aceept for company alternation. resolutions at.its optlon
—first payment to be made within forty days after'sour:
admits coupon payment as resolution provides-—motion

-
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therefore made yesterday or will be when judge well
enough. Reply here,
H. 8. SANFORD, Wormleys.
. Boston Mass. 14.
Gov. Rloxham,
Prest Doard Trustees:
Accept for my principals resolution May first. Reply.
H. 8. SANFORD, Parker House,
Whereupon the Board directed the Governor to make
the following reply:
Tallahassee, April 14 1881,
Genl. H. 8. Sanford,
Bostcm
There is no resolution of May first or as to your prin-
cipals. Time for acceptance expired with yesterday,
We will receive written acceptance of resolution of Feb-
ruary 18th signed by you and your associates if made
within two weeks and land not sold to other parties in
meantime.
W. D. BLOXHAM,
Pres. Board.
The Board then adjourned.
W. D. BLOXHAM,
President.
Attest:
GEO. P. RANEY,
Secty. pro tem.

Tallahassee Florida April 16 1881,
The Board met in the Executive Office:
Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor,
William D. Barnes, Comptroller.
George P. Raney, Attorney-General.
Henry A. I’Engle, Treasurer.
The following telegram from Genera] H. 8. Sanford
recewed the 15th inst was laid before the Board:
New York 14th,
Gov. Bloxham‘
~ Confirming acceptance please direct descmptmn and to
be sent reserved from sale.
H. 8. SANFORD,
Brevoort House.
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And also the following:
Washington D. C. 15th.
(Gov. Bloxham
Prest. Board Int. Improvement Fund

My yesterdays acceptance intended for resolution Feb-
ruary first expiring May first alternative with modified
of eighteenth which T hereby confirm for self and assoeci-
ates. Reply.

) H, 8. SANFORD

Whereupon, by direction of the Board, the Governor
sent the following telegram: in reply:

Tallahassee, April 16th 1881.
Genl, H. 8. Banford
Washington D. C.

Referring to my telegram of April 14th 1 will say the
Board will not contract by telegram. '

W. D. BLOXHAM, P. B,

The Board then adjourned.

W. D. BLOXHAM,
President.
Attest:
GEQ. B. RANEY,
Becty. pro tem.

Tallahassee, Florida, April 19, 1881.

"Bhe Board met in the Executive Office,

- Present: . William D. Bloxham, Governor.
William D). Barnes, Comptroller. ¥
George I'. Raney, Attorney-General. :
Henry A. L'’Engle, Treasurer.

The following communication from Mess. Fleming &
Daniel, attorneys for General H. S. Sanford, was sub-
mitted to the Board by Mr. F. P. Fleming.

; Tallahassee, Fla., April 19, 1881
Ta the Hon. Board of Trustees of the Internal Improve-

ment Fund of the State of Florida, v

Gentlemen ; Representing Gen. H. #. Sanford we accept
for him the proposition of sale of lands to him and ase-
¢iates as embodied in the resolution of your Board dated
Februnary 1st 1881, P
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And in behalf of the said H. 8. Sunford we request
that the said Beard do grint him until May 1st next to
accept the modification of said resolution as contained
in resolution of February 18, 1881, in lieu of the resolu-
tion of Feb. 1st if he shall so elect. And we further re-
quest said Board to extend the time of the first payment
named in said resolution of February 1st from May 1st
to May 15, 1¥81. And, in accordance with resolution of
Feb. 1st that the Salesman of the Board be instructed to
withdraw from the market the lands selected by virtue
thereof.

Respectfully
FLEMING & DANIEL,
Attys for H. S. Sanford.

Whereupon the Board passed the following resolution :

Resolved: That the Jetter be filed, and that the Doard
decline to grant the requests therein contained, but the
Board will consider any proposition General Sanford and
his associates may make as to purchasing lands on the
terms stated in the Resolution of February 1st as mod-
ified by those of February 18th, or on other terms when
made aecompanied with the eash or its equivalent.

The Board then adjourned.

W. D. BLOXHAM,
" President.

Attest:

GEQ. P. RANEY,
Secty pro tem.

Tallahassee, Florida, May 2d, 1831,
‘The Board met in the Executive Office,
Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor.
William D. Barnes, Comptroller.
Henry A. I’Engle, Treasurer.
George P. Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Comm’r. of Lands &
Immigration. ? :
An application was received from John G. Sinclair of
Orange county for a contract for the drainage of a body
of overflowed land Iying near John's Lake in said county,
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which application was accompanied with leiters from A.
8t. Clair-Abrams, Esq. and Hon. J. J. Harris, recom.
memrding that the contract be made.

The Seeretary was instrueted to notify Mr. Sinclair
that the Board desire some evidence that the drainage
of said lands will not be objected to for sanitary reasons
by the citizens living near the lands proposed to be re-
claimed.

The Governor laid before the Board two letters from
Hon. Charles Delano, President of the Palatka and In-
dian River Railway Company, enclosing sketch of that
portion of the line of said railway lying between Enter-
prise and Aurantia; and stating that he is having a com-
plete map prepared showing the entire “Ridge” over
which the road will run—that it his desire to report
two and perhaps three lines instead of one, not exceeding
in distance two miles apart, as this course will be much
to the advantage of the Company in adjusting the right
of way through private lands, and desiring to know if
there is any objection to this course—Also stating that
other parties, under an old charter, are making a survey
of the route from Enterprise to Indian river for the pur-
pose of obstructing the Palatka Indian viver Railway
Company in the construction of that portion of their line,
and asking that no lands be withdrawn from market for
gaid parties until the Board shall have acquired a knowl-
edge of all the facts.

The Secretary was instructed to acknowledge the re-
ceipt of said letters and reply to Mr. Delano that no
lands will be reserved from sale along the line of the Pa-
latka and Indian River Railway without due notice to 4he
Company. and opportunity given to establish all the facts
—and also to say that for the purpose of a grant or res-
ervation it will be necessary for the Company to establish
one line of road in order that the limits of the grant may
be defined.

A letfer was received from E. J. Berry. late Timber
Agent, among other things recommending the removal of
Thomas Osteen as qpﬂt!"l] Timber Agent for Taylor
county, and that the Special Timber Aﬂ'encwa for Tfn‘lor
and Lafayette counties be discontinued and that the
Stumpage on timber cut in said Counties be paid at Ce-
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dar Keys: Which letter was ordered to Le seferred to B.
M. Burroughs, Timber Agent.

A petition was received from a number of cilizens of
Orange county stating that the South Florida Railroad
had be completed and equipped and is now in running
order from Sanford te Orlando, a distance of 22 3-10
miles, and asking that the alternate Sections of swamp
lands on each side of said road be conveved to the com-
pany as provided in Chapter 3166 Laws of Florida.

The consideration of which petition was postponed,
and the Secretary instructed to correspond with the com-
pany respecting the steps necessary for obtaining the
lands claimed by the Company.

The following bills were presented and approved:

A. Doggett, Special Master. for statement of coupons
furnished by ordes of the Board., $50.00.

E. J. Berry, Timber Agent, Expenses for March, $54.00.

C. A. Bryan, Jr., Binding for Salesman’s Office, 52.50.

Postage for Salesmang Office for March. S34.60.

The Board then adjonrned.

Attest:
President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Recretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, Mav 27, 1881,

The Board met in the Execntive Office,

Present: William D. Bloxham. Gavernor.

Henry A. L’Engle. Treasnrer.

Georec I'. Raney. Atforney General,

Huzh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

The Board proceeded to the consideration of fhe propo-
gition of John G. Rinclair for the reclamaiion of certain
Swamn and overflowed lands in the viecinie of John's
Lake in Orange county, the Hon, J. J. Harris appearing
before the Roard to represent Mr. Sinclair.

The following resalutions were unanimousiv adontad :

Resolred. That John G. Sinclair is hereby authorized to
ditch and drain the swamn and overflowed Iands in See-
tions 1 and 2. T 23 8. R 26 E. and Sections 2. 3. 4. 5. &, T.
10 and 11, T 23 S, R 27 E. provided the work shall he
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.done 80 as to reclaim said lands and render them fit for
cultivation, and shall be compleged within twelve onths
from the adoptmn of these resolutions.

Resolved, further, That, in compensation for the work
of drainage and reclamidtion of said lands, the siid John
G. Sinclair shall receive lands as follows, to wit:

One half of the lands reclaimed, the lands to be divided
atcorﬂlng to quantity and value by two Commissioners,
one to be appointed by this Board and one by the s.nd
Joln G. Sinclair, the said Sinclair to choose whiclh half
shall be conveyed to him; or

Two thirds of the lands reclaimed, this Board to have
the privilege of selecting, without the intervention of
commigsioners, the one third to be reclaimed by the Fund;
or

The Trustees will sell to the said Sinclair all the Swamp
and overflowed lands as they now are in anil Hections at
sixty cents per acre, to be paid for within sixty days.

Resolved, further, That the said John G. Sinclair shall
notify this Board within thirty days of his acceptance of
.these resolutions and the alternative agreed to by him—
otherwise, these resolutions shall be of no force or effect.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: W. D). BLOXHAM, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, May 28, 1331.

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Pregent: William D. Bloxham, Governor.

Henry A. I’Engle, Treasurer

(Gieorge P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

The following entries made by Williams, Swann and
Corley were canceled :

No. 9480, Tot No. 1, Beclion 35, NE4, W4 of SE} and
West} Section 26, T 59 8, R 40 E, containing according
to the record of the entry 605 acres, whereas, the ftrue
area is only amount of purchase money
charged being $453.75.

A5MED [
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Entry No. 9675, Lot No. 3, Section 35, T 59 %, R 40 B
and Lot No. 2, Sec. 21, T 60 8, R 40 E, 88-12 acres-—pur-
chase money $68.12—the said Lot No. 2 Se~, 21, T 60 S, I¥
40 E being United States land.

An application was received from John W. Price for a
change of Entry No. 9817 made by Mary E. Price of the
NW1 of SW1 Section 28, Township 22, Sounfh, Range 27,
East, upon the ground of a mistake in the application for
entry—The affidavit not being in the form prescribed by
the regnlations of the Board, the change of entry was de-
nied.

Mr. J. J. Jolnson tendered his resignation as Special
Timber Agent for Lafayetie counly; which was accepied.

A communication was received from the Fernandina
and Jacksonville Railroad Company, selecting for said
Company the even-numbered sections of land within six
miles of its line of road.

Ordered, That the even-numbered sections of the Swamp
and overflowed lands lying within six miles of the route
of the Fernandina and Jacksonville railroad be tempora-
rily reserved from sale.

The Commissioner laid before the Board the following
letter:

Escambiay, Fla., May 12th 1881.
Hugh A. Corley, Esq.
Land Com. for State of Florida-
Dear Sir:

Last year T bought from the State of FMorida Secs. 20,
21, 22, 24, 25, 27 & 1 of 28 Town 1 South, Runge 28 West.

Certain parties have commenced suit against me for
cutting logs on said lands in actions of trover, and ciher
parties threaten to do so.

They claim to own said lands under a certain Spanish
Grant, and claim a United States Court haa confirmed the
patent or grant.

Will the State defend this suit? If not, will théy re-
turn me my money with expenses &c. and is there any
provision made for returning money ree. for lands scld
without title? :

Suit is commenced in Cirenit Court of Escamiia Co.

32 I. 1.
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Title case—Pinney agt Skinner—An early .eply will
oblige yours truly, "
E. F. HSKINNER.

On motion, said letter was referred to the Attorney
General.

The Commissioner laid before the Board the following
communication from the (General Land Office:

Department of the Interior,
General Land Office,
Washington, D. C. May Tih 1881,
Hugh A. Corley, Esq.,
Commissioner of Lands & Immigration,
Tallahassee, Flovida.
8ir:

I am in receipt of your letter of March 15th Jast, rela-
tive to the subdivision of Township 21 South, Range 32,
East, Florida. You stare that it is alleged in a petition
presented to you. “that there is nothing in the field to
“ghow that this township has ever been surveyed, except
“the exterior lines. No corner posis, bearing fiees, or
“lines ean be fownd. and the topography 28 shown upon
“the official plats entirely incorrect.” In reply [ have to
gtate an examination of the official records shows that
your statement is correet that “All the land in that
“Township (21 S. R 32 E) belongs to the State ( Florida)
“except Sections 3 and 4 and a part of Sections 2, 7, 9
“and 10.” It is also shown that said lands were approved
to the State March 20, 1856.

An examination of the official plat of survey of Town-
ship 21, South, Range 32, East, shows that the “exterior
lines” of the same were surveyed in the “second quarfer
of 1843 by H. Washington, and that said townshin was
“gectionized” in .July, 1847, by Jos. R. Richard; also, {hat
said plat was examined, compared with field notes and
approved by the Surveyor General March 1, 1848.

Referring to your statement that “the State is willing
“to have the township subdivided into sections acecovding
“to the laws and regulation governing United States Sur-
“veys, provided that this can be lawfully done, and the
“survey established as official,” you are informed that as
said township has been onece surveved and the survey ap-
proved by the government, as is shown hy the plat and
field notes on file in this office, there is no anthority for a
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re-survey of the same, unless specifically  anihorized by
Congress—It is, however, competent for the Connty Sur-
veyor to re-establish all missing corners in  accordance
with the field-notes of original survey, which mav be ab-
tained on application to the Surveyor General of Florida,
See Rule for the “re-establishment of lost corners” on
page 2 of Circular of November 1, 1879, hevewith encloged.
Very respectfully,
J. A, WILLTAMSON, Commissioner.

Which letter was referrved to the Commissioner of Lunds
and Tmmigration.

On motion, C. Q. Nevitt was appointed Special Tihnber
Agent for Hernando county in the place of C. T. Jenkins.

The Attorney (GGeneral laid hefore the Boarl a certified
copy of the following orders made in the U. S. Circuit
Court at Jacksonville :

In the Cireuit Court of the Uniled States
5th Cireunit, Northern Distriet of Flovida.

Charles I'. Greenough, ]
Admr. of Francis Vore, |

vs :’ In Equity.
The Trustees of the Tnternal |

Improvement Fund of Florida. !

On motion of the Trustees of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund of Florida, defendants herein, it is Ordered:

I. That said defendants, Trustees aforesaid, be and they
are authorized to use and apply moneys that may come
into their hands as proceeds of lands of the Internal -
provement Fund, in the purchase and distribution of
pamphlets relating to the State of Florida, its climale,
lands and resources, and in advertising the Tands of said
fund, not to exceed one thousand dollars per year.

I1. That the orders heretofore made in this canse he
and the same are herehy modified in o far as they mayv
prevent or interfere with the sale of lands of said Internal
Improvement Fund to actual settlers thereoi. residing
thereon or having the same in cultivation, on the terms
and conditions and in the quantity prescribed by an act of
1he Legislature of Florida approved March 7, 1831, and
entitled “An Act to enable settlers on State fands in ob-
tain titles thereto;” and said Trustees are authorized to
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#¢1l lands in the guantities and on the terms and condi-
tions prescribed by said Act.

ITI. That the orders heretofore made in this chuse are
so far modified as to permit said Trustees to arry out the
provigions of an act of said Legislature approved Feb-
ruary 22, 1851, entitled “An Act to provile for the assess-
ment dnd collection of taxes upon improvements on the
publie lands, and for the protection of ocenpying  claim-
ants of said lands.” in o far as said act may apply to the
lands of said fund and involve any actiop wpon the part
of the Trustees aforesaid thereunder.

Done and ordered in open Court this 231 day of May,
A. D. 1881.

THOMAS SETTLE, Judge.

The Salesman was insiructed to prepars and submit to
the Board such changes in the rules governing the sale of
lands as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of
the Acts of the Legislature referred to in the said Ordera
IT and III of the Court.

The following accounts were presented and approved :

Haley T. Blocker, balance due for salary and expenses
as Agent of the State in the Swamp Land Tndemnity In-
vestigation, $41.65.

Mrs. 1. C. Kendrick, care and feed of 2 horses for two
months (Swamp Investigation), $30.00.

Hugh A, Corley, cash paid for Copp’s Land Owner .md
Index, express charges and telegrams, $7.40.

Postage Salesman’s Office for April, $26.10,

George P. Raney, telegrams in Railroad cases, $3.20.

George P. Raney, Copies of orders of Court, $3.25.

The Board then adjonrned.

Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida, May 30, 1881.

The Board met in the Executive Office.
Present: William D. Bloxbam, Governor.

William D). Barnes, Comptroller.

Henry A. I’Engle, Treasurer.

George P. Raney, Attorney General.

Hugh A. Corley, Commisgioner of Lands

and Immigration.
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The Governor reported that he had gome to P’hiladel-
phia and had there entered into articles of agreement
with Hamilton Disston for the sale to said Disston of
four millions acres of land at twenty five cents per acre,
and placed said articles before the Board for the action
of the Trustees.

The following resolutions were nnanimously adopted :

Resolved, That the Attorney General be requested te
prepare a formal contract on the basis of the preliminary
agreement for the sale of four million acres of lands of the
Internal Improvement Fund made by Governor Bloxham
to Hamilton Disston of Philadelphia, whicl preliminary
agreement is accepted, but is to be subject to any modifi-
cation which may be agreed on and incorporated in the
formal contract.

Resolved, further, That the falesman do withdraw
from sale temporarily lande as they may be selected by
gaid Disston or his agents.

The Board then adjourned.

W. D. BLOXHAM,
President.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY,
Secretary.

Tallahassee, Florida. May 31, 1881,

The Board met at the residence of the Attorney Gen-
eral.
Present: William 1. Bloxham, Governor.
g ‘William D. Barnes, Comptroller,
Henry A. L’Engle, Treasurer,
George P. Raney, Attorney General.
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands &
Immigration.

The Attorney Geperal submitted to the Board, Articles
of Agreement to he entered into with Hamilton Disston
of Philadelphia for the sale to him of four million acres
of land for one willion dolirg, which were approved and
ordered to be drawn up in .uplicate for execution,



502

The Peninsular Rail Road Company announced to the
Toard that it had completed the econstruction of its line
of road from Waldo to Ocala. and reques#d that an En-
gineer he appointed to examine the roaa with a view of
abtaining the lands to which the said company is entitled
under the Internal Improvement law.

Ordered, that H. S. Duval be appointed the Engineer to
examine the line of Railroad from Waldo to Ocala.

The Governor laid before the Board the following
Swamp land Indewnity certificates

No. 6 embracing 1.214.76 acres

FELa N 4,859.06 2f
£ R & 1.677.92
ol % 6,117

Amounting in

the aggregate

to 14.463.45 acres.

said certificates having been procured through the agency
of Sydney 1. Wailes under a contract with the Board by
which he is entitled to twenty per eent of the amount
certified to the State. It was Ordered that cerfificate No.
6. embracing 1.214.76 acres, and certificate No. 8 em-
bracing 1,677.92 acres—be assigned to the said Sydney I.
Wailes as compensation for his services and that the
other certificates numbers seven and nine be held sub-
ject ta sale under the existing orders of the Board.

The Secretary laid before the Board a lefter from
James I. Ingraham, President of the South Florida Rail-
road Company, stating that the railroad bhad beeén eom-
pleted from Sanford to Orlando, and selecting for said
Company. the even-numbered sections of land within six
miles of the, route—and asking that the swamp lands in
the even-nuwbered sections within six miles of said rail-
road he ranveyed to the company.

- Ordered,- That the Swamp lands in the even-numbered
Seetions within six miles of the South Florida Railroad
ba temporarily reserved from sale, and that H. 8, DuVal
be appointed Engineer to examine andireport upon the
construetion of the road from Sanford to Orlando.
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The Board then adjourned.
W. D). BLOXHAM,
Governor.
Attest:
HUGH A. CORLEY, Secy.

TPallahassee, Florida, June 13, 1881.
The Board met in the Bxecutive Office.
Present: William I). Bloxham, Governor.
Henry A. 'L'Eng]e, Treasurer.
George P. Raney, Attorney General.

The parties, Hamilton Disston und others, euniracfing
with this Board for the drainage uf the submerbed lands
south of township twenty four and east of the “eace
Creek having applied to this Board for designation of the
manner in which the lands reclaimed thereby skall bhe di-
vided, and having recommended and requested the adop-
tion of the following resolutions, which were ordered to
stand over for future action, to wit:

It is Resolved by the Board: That all lands subject to
reclamation withles said limits shall be withdrawn from
entry until after the work of reclamation under said con-
tract shall have progressed to the extent of the reclama-
tion of two hundred thousand acres, or to such other
amount as may be hereafter agreed upon, When a division
of 0 much as it then reclaimed shall be made, giving the
odd numbered sections reclaimed to the said contracting
parties and the even numbered sections shall be subjected
to sale by the Board; and thence after and as the work
progresses whenever additional lands to the extent of (wo
hundred thousand acres, unless a different amount be
bereafter’ agreed upon, be reclaimed, the odd numbered
sections of the lands so rechaimed shall be deeded to the
8aid eontracting parties and the even numbered sections
be subjeet f&galp by this Board : and so on in like manner
until the work is finished.

And be it further resolved; at the request of the par-
ties of the first part, to said agreement. that the time for
commencing the actual excavation within the limits of
said terntow with the force of men and machinery not
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less than equal to the labor of one hundred men be and
is extended to the first day of January A. D. 1882,

B. M. Burroughs Timber Agent of the Board appeared
before them, and the advisability of discontinuing the
Bpecial Agency for Taylor County was discussed,

Whereupon the following resolution was adopted: Re-
golved by the Trustees of the Internal Dinproverient Fand
of the State of Florida that the Special Titaber or Stump-
age Agency for Taylor County be and is abolished; und
that the former Special Agent, Thomas Osteen do settle
his accounts, and that B. M. Purroughs, the Timber Agent
of this Board be authorized to conduct such setflement
on the part of the Board, aud collect and receipt for any
moneys due the Board by Osteen.

The Bord then adpourned.

GEQ. P. RANEY, W. D. BLONIAM,
Becretary pro tem. President.

allaharsee Florida June 16, 1831,

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: William D). Bloxham, Governor.

Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer.

George I'. Raney. Attorney General,

Hugh A. Corley, Comr of Lands & Immigra-
tion.

James E. Ingraham Esq President of the South Flori-
da Rail Road Company appeared hefore (he Board snd
filed a Plat of the completed portion of their vond from
Banford to Orlando and also of the uncompleted portion
of their road extending to Punta Rassa and  asked that
the even numbered sections of swamp and overtlowed
lands on each side of raid line of Road he reserved from
sale for the bepefit of said Rail Road Company under the
provigions of Chapter 3166 of the Laws of Florida.

It was Ordered that the even numbered sections of
gwamp lands within six miles of the South Florida Rail
Road from Sanford to Orlando be vererved from eale notil
the construction of said KRoad shall be examined and re-
yported upon by H. 8. Duval, civil Engineer,
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Ordered. Furiher that the Secretary Notify suid Com-
pany that the lands along the uncompleted line of  said
road, cannot be reserved from sale under he prov.sions of
chapter 3166, as said law provides for aid 1o railrouds
constrocted “in accordance with such plans and specifica-
tions of construction as may have been agreed upon be-
tween the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund
and the Board of directors of such Railroad Company™
and it will be necessary that plans and  speciiications,
shafl be agreed upon between the Trustees and said Com-
pany before any reservation can be made under soid Act.

The Governor laid before the Board two  letters from
B, C. Lewis & Sons as follows:

Tallahassee, Fla June ist 1581,
Hon. Boavd of Trustees Internal Improvement Fund
Pear Rirs:

We desire to know whethier your Board of Trustees,
has made other disposition of the indemuiiy certifizates
from the United States Government. which were turned
over to you, by your State agent in the last day or two
than upen consideration «f «ar Lid made through Mr W,
P. Denham of our o e, 1f not we desire 10 be wilvised,
what is the best offer made for such certijfieates in order
to determine whether we will farther advance our  bid,
whiel we understand to he the highest lefore vour hoard,
If sale has been made ot fizures below our ofler, We de-
gire that you will enter protest against such sale upon
your records, for future determination. Respectfully,

B. C. LEWIS & SONS
Tallahassee Fla June 6. 881,
His Excellency W. D). Bloxham Prest Board Int. [ n Fund
Dear Sir: :

We desire to call yonr attention to our letter of the first
inst and the requests therein made which have sot  yet.
been complied with.

And we ask if sale has been made of the certiffs meu-
tioned in our letter, whether your board will accept now a
bid for any or all of such certificates as may hegeafter
come to the Fund. Tf yes please state conditions, require-
ments &c. Yours respectfully

L B. C. LEWIS & EONS,
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Ordered that the secrvetary reply to said 2tters and sub-
mit the replies {0 the Board, f

Samuel A. Swann on behalf of €. T Willard sabmitted
to the Board a preposition to purchase Four willion acres
of land at twenty-six cents per acre cash.  Ordered that a.
reply to said proposition be prepared anc submitted to
ithe Board. The follow ng letier was rmwived from
Samuel A. Swarn, A
Fallahassee Fla June 16-T8.
Trustees I. T. Fund,

Gentfemen :

Confirming my several communications and felegrams
to your Board, under date of May 24th, 2Tih & 31t and
June 2d-81 (all of which I trust vou will again review) 1L
now desire to file this my elaim for commissions—sayv for
a sum not less than three cents per acre on the 1,000,000
acres of land seld by e to James Mae Laven and others,
as heretofore advised, to be paid by vou iram proceeds of
snech other sale as vou may determine to consummate in
lien of the sale effected by me as above stated.

T beg to eall vour attention to the resolufions of the
PBoard April 27-77 and to the Patty issncd to me June
1-77. TIn these papers (which have never been revoked,
but have several times been confirmed) you anthorize me
to sell “not less than one million, nor more than 3,000,000
acres of land,” at not less than 30c per acre. In resolutions
of Mch 16th 1881, vou =0 modified my instruoctions as to
allow purchasser to select lindz in hodies of 10.000 zeres
and to make pavments, say 1-5th cash and halance .Jany
1882 and Janv 1883,

Under these several resolutions god Patty. T entered
into neeotintions for saler of snffidient of the Statg lands
to provide for the indebtedness against the Fund and duly
reported Sale made to James Mae Taren awl others of
one million acres at 400, and of three milllon acres fo
James Hastings, Philip Bythe and others, of London, at
30c per acre. )

Tn #he first case #110, CHH) wuapmd on neet af mrchage.
three days hefore the report was made '6 vour Heard nf
a preliminary & conditional agreament | wirh Hnmrdfon
Irisston of Phila. of 4,000,000 acrea at 95, and of your
notifleation to me of said conditional sale.



507

In the other case the parties were allowed antil July
1st 81 in which to make their deposit of F200.000, but
notified me that they were ready on the 16th ulto to com-
ply with their contract.

I elaim that, in eflecting these desivably sales, [ have
aceomplished what I undertook anfl the dufy fhat was
assigned to me, I further elaim that the other propositions
made diree? to vear Doard, were occasione] by, and were
the resunlt of the competitiom brought abont hy me in pop-
ularizing the undertaking and bringing it (throuzh my
parties) to the notice of the present compziitors.

Hearing that Mr. Disston would likely fail fo carry
out his purchase, T now (in addifion fo the sales already
effected hy me) come hefore vou with a further proposi-
tion to take the whole 4.008.000, acres and payv for same
$40,000, more than any one else in willing to pav, and T
propose that if you accept this offer. to release vou from
all obligations fo pay me the agreed commissions.

In equity, if not in law. I am clearly eniitled to the
comps agreed to be paid of 3¢ per acre on 3.000.000 acres,
but under no ecircumstances ean T consent to o less com-
pensation than 3¢ per acre on the 1.000.000 acres wctually
sold to James MacLaren and others.

Be pleased to act upon this maifer and let mie hiave the
result of conelusions this afternoon. tespectfully
SAML. A. SWANN.

The Becretary was instructed to sotifv Mr, Swann that
the Trustees do not think that he has a stvier leaal olaim
to commissions but in view of his serviees as Agenf of the
Board and of the henefits which the fund has devived from
his services, the Trustees will fake into con<ideration (he
question of remunerating him therefor.

The following propogition was received from Alex %,
Clair Abrams and ordered to he spread npon the minutes

“Tallahassee Fla Juna 16th 1881
To the Trustees Internal Improvement Fund

I make application to purchase 250.000 wcres of land at
50c per acre cash, or coupons, in hodjes- of 640 acres and
upwards, T to have the right of selection of any lunds be-
longing to the State, not already deeded to others. [ to
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put up a forfeit of £20.000 and to select and pay for the
250.000 acres within ninety days from this date. .
Yours very Truly
ALEX ST. CLAIR ABRAMS.

The Balesman announced to the Board that the plat of
survey of the Floida Tropical Railroad from Geala to
Tampa had been filed and that the alternate sections des-
dguated by odd numbers of Bwamp and Internal lmprove-
ment Land had been 7 served from sale for the henefit of
gaid Company under (e previous orders of the Board.

A bill .of Charles E. Dxke for printing amounting to
$101.50 was presented and approved.

W. H. Walker Sheriff of Wakulla County presented an
aceount against 11+ Board for §40.00 balance of expenses
and’ services in seiziug cedar timber and guarding and
yafting rame to St Marks.

Ordered that Twenty Deollars be paid Mr. Walker in
full compensation for balance due him.

The following, Resolution, was offered—Resolved That
after sixty days from the adoption of this reselution the
lands heretofore reserved for the benefit of the Lake .Je-
gup, Ocala & Kessimmee River Railroad and Navigation
Campany shall be restored to market.

The consideration of said Resolution was postponed
thirty days and the Secretary instructed ro notify Hon. 1.
J. Harris President of said company that the foregoing
resolution is under consideration.

Alex St. Clair Abrams in behalf of John G, Sinclair,
proposed to the Board to purchase the lands embraced
and described in the resolutions of May 27, 1881, and au-
thorizing the said Sinclair to reclaim the same aud also
the South West quarter of the Sotith West quarier of
Section Twenty-¢ight and the North West quarter, and
the North West quarter of tife Bouth West quarter of See-
tion Thirty-three in Township Twenty-two Somth, of
Range Twenty-seven Bast and pay for the rame at 30c
per acre, which propesition was acceepted by the Beard—
provided payment st a1l be made within rixty days frem
this date.
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The following entry was cancelled, to wift: No, 9254,
made May 24. 1880 by Nelson Benton embracing the S}
of NE+ & NE! of 8E{ of Sér. 14.in T 4 N. R 24 T, and
the purchase monev paid therefor amounting to  %72.00
was ordered to be refunded. The application for the can.
cellation of said entry heing accompanied with the @ fFi-
davit and reconveyance preseribed by the regulations of
the Board.

The following Resolution was unanimonsiy  adontad:
Resolved : That hereafter the Trustees will not eIl any
lands except on the terms and at the prices fixed by the
general rules and regulations of the Board.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Recty.

Tallahassee Fla June 17, 1831,

The Board met in the Executive Office.

Present: William D. Bloxham. Governor.

Henry A. L’Engle, Treasurer.

George . Raney. Atty. General.

Hugh A. Corley, Comr. of Lands & TImmi-
gration.

The Peninsular Rail Road Company having reported
the completion of its road from Waldo to Ocala und asked
the appeintment of an Engineer to examine the consfrue-
tion of said road—

And the Florida Southern Railway Company having re-
ported the construetion of their road a part of the . way
from Palatka in the direction of Gainesyille,

It was ordered that H. 8 Duval be appoinfea Ingineer
to examine said roads and repert to the Trustees the
manner of constrnetiont therenf.

In view of the anticipated increase of waork in the land
office-hy reason of the recent large land sale and for ad-
justing the Rail Road Grants it was Opdrre? That “he
Salesman be anthorized to employ temporarily an  addi-
tional clerk at a salary of Fifty dollars per monih.

The Board then adjourned.

Attest: W. D. BLOXHADM, President.

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secty.
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Tallahassee, Florida, June 25th, 1881,

The Board met.

Present: Hon. Wm. D). Bloxham, Governor.

Hon. Wm. ). Barnes, Comptroller.
Hon. Geo. P. Raney, Attorney General.

Mr. Fred 'I. Myers was elected Secretary pro tem.

The Palatka & Indian River Railway Conupany having
filed a survey of that part of the route of said Company
between a point on the 8t. Johns River opposite T"alatka,
and Titusville on Indian River; and the President of said
Company having elected the odd-numbered sections of
land to be withdrawn, It was ordered, that the odd-num-
bered sections of the lands donated to the State by the
Act of Congress of September 28th 1850 on either side
of said line or route and within six miles thereof he and
the same are hereby withdrawn from sale until the further
order of the Board. The Board then adjommed.
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President.

FRED. T. MYERR, Recretary pro tem.

Pallahassee, Fla., June 29, 1881,

The Board met in the Executive Office,

Pregent: W. D. Bloxham. (Governor.

W. D). Barnes, Comptroller.

Henry A. [’Engle, Treagurer.

George P. Raney, Atty. General.

Hugh A. Corley, Comr. Lands & “ITmmigra-
tion.

The South Florida Railroad Company subwitied to the
Board the following specifications of construetion :

Plans of construetion of the South Florvida Railroad
from Sanford, Orange County, Florida, to Punfa Iassa,
Monroe County, Florida, with a branch from DBartow to
Tampa.

First, The line of road for sixty feet from the centre
ghall be cleared of all standing timber.

Second. The grading shall be for a single track except
at depots, turnouts and similar places where it shall be
wider if required by the Engineer, with road bed fourieen
feet wide in cuttings, with ditch of such width and depth
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as to insure perfect drainage, and nine feet wide on em-
bankments at the grade line with slapes of one and a half
10 one, in all excavations or embankwents o perfeet
_drainage shall be secured and no standing water will be
allowed to come within three feet of the lower side of the
crossties.

Third. All crossties shall be of heart vellow pine, ev-
press or other durable wood to be approved by 1he Engi-
neer and shall be six feet long. eight inches on the face
and five inches in thiekness, well and ecarefully  bedded
and laid within two feet from centre to centre

Fourth. At al] water-ways sufficient space shall be left
for the unobstructed passage of water.

Fifth. In the crossing of all streams. good and  sub-
stantial bridges shall be constructed according fo  the
plans approved by the State Engineer—And over all
streams that are navigated. draws shall be put in to admit
the passage of hoats or vessels nsnally navigafing the
same, the plans of =aid draws to be approved hy  the
State Engineer.

Sixth. The gauge of the road shall be ihree feet.

Seventh. The Iron or steel rail used shall not he less
than thirty pounds per lineal yard. and he of the hest
quality, secured to the ties with suitable spikes and
plates.

Eighth. That part of the road between Sanford and
Orlando now laid with iron of sixteen pournds per !'neal
yard shall be relaid wth thirty powund iron as soon as the
present iron ig worn out.

Ninth. The entire equipment shall he of the first clase
and shall at all times be sufficient for the prompt trans-
portation of all passengers ard freight ordinarily offer-
ing.

Tenth. The grades and eurves shall he as the Chief En-
gineer may adopt, proyided however that no arade shall
exceed sixty feet to the mile and no curve shall exceed
four degrees of curvature unless approved by the State
Engineer.

Respecifully snbmitted to the Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund of the State of Florida.

EDWARD R. TRAFFORD, Chief Engineer
SBouth Florida Railroad Company.
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The following Resolution was unanimously adopted—
Rerolved, That after Geo. 5. MeWhorter has been satis-
-fied as to the balance of 22,000 acres of Swamp Land In-
demnity certificates heretofore agreed to be sold to him
and which have not heen delivered—any further certifi-
cates received by the Board shall be held subject to pri-
vate sale at the prices fixed for the like guantitv of Rtate
land as may be expressed in any certificate received—DBut
if two or more applications shall be made for any cerfifi-
cate, the same shall he so0ld by the Salesman to the per-
son who shall offer the highest price for the same.

And it is further Resolved, if the Salesman shall at
any time hefore the receipt of any such certificates. Te-
ceive notice that any person, firm or corporation intends
or desires to purchase any of said certifieates when re-
ceived, Tt shall be the duty of the Salesman on the future
receipt of any of such certificates to fix a day sufficiently
long after such receint to give notice to all such applicants
that, on that day the certificates received shall be held
subject to sale to the highest bidder and on such day the
Salesman shall sell the said certificates  to whomscever
ghall offer the highest price therefor.

The following Resolution was adopted.

That all applications for drainage be postponed nntil
after the adjustment of the sale of lands to Hamilton
Disston and the Railroad Grants of the two last sessions
of the Legislature.

Under the foregoirge Resolntion the fellowing propesi-
tions for drainase were postpened: By .James P. SBan-
chez for the drainage of St. Marks pond—Ry the Tittle
River Canal Company for lands south of lake Tohopeka-
liga. By Alexander Wallace for the #mprovement of
Deep Creek.

The Secretarv Iaid hefore the Board the bond of C. Q.
Nevitt ag special timber agent for Hernande County
which was approved.

The Secretary was instrueted to notify Mr. Coryell of
the withdrawal of the alternate sections within six miles
of the Tropical Florida Railway Company from Ocala to
Tampa. .

A prenositicn wor received from George T. Pittman of
Louisville, Kentucky, for the purchase of half . million
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acres of land at twenty five cents per acre which proposi-
tion was rejected.

The following letter in bebalf of P, B. Brown was or
derved o be spread on the minutes:

Tallahassee, Fla., June 27, 1831,
To His Excellency, W. D. Bloxham, President of ile
Board of Internal Improvement.

Dear Sir: We as attorneys for J. B. Browu ene of the
original incorporators of the Gainesville, Ocala &  Char
lotte Harbor Railroad Co. now Southern Railway Co.,
respecifully “request that he be notified by yvour honora-
ble body before deeds are made by the Board to Southern
Railway Co.” under the State grant. Mr. Drown desives
to be heard before the Board, for the purpose of prescut
ing certain important matters connected thevewiith —ren
sonable and timely notice is all he asks.

Yours Truly,
THRASHER & HAMPTON,
Attys for J. 3. Brown.

The following bills were presented and approved:

To J. W. Britton, Express charges One Dollar & 75 crs,

To M. A. Williams, Commissions on sales for April and
May $975.59.

To John M¢Dougall, Stationary Bill, $15.15.

To Henry A. L'Engle, Telegram to Philadeiphia 51.00.

The Board then adjourned.

W. D. BLOXTTAM,

I'resident.

Attest:

HUGH A. CORLEY,
. S(‘l‘)'.

*The Secretary was instrueted to say to Messrs. Thrasher &
Hampton that if Mr Brown knows any reason why lands should
not be eonveyed to the Florida Southern Railway Company. he
should communiecate the same a8t once to the Trustees.

¢



I. William M. MeIntosh, Jr., Secretary of the Board of
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State
of Florida, do hereby certify that the foregoing pages
contain troe and corrvect copies of the original minutes of
the proceedings of the Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund of the State of Florida, as appears
of record in Volumes 2 and 3, of 1he official minutes of the
Board; containing the minutes of each meeting held, as
recorded, beginning with the meeting held on February
S, AL DL 1873, and ending with the meeting held on June
29th, A. Do 1881, which said Volumes 2 and 3, are now

in wmy official custody.

In testimony whereof I
have hereunto set my hand
and the Seal of the Trus-
tees of the Internal Tm-
provement Fund of the
State of Florida, this the
first day of Amgust A. D.
Nineteen  hundred and
four.

*W. M. McIsvosH, JR.
Secretary Board of Trus-
tees of the Internal Im-
provement Fund of the
S¢ate of Florida.










